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TT is hoped that these pages may form a suitable introduc 

H & r* - * it * * * f .I 14 




tion to the regimental histories of the Bengal Army, 
ffi&fil Upg up gap s in the military history of Northern India as 
•Vitold by them, recording actions and achievements of corps 
%®\vhich now no longer exist, and giving a general view of 
events common to many regiments, which, if repeated at 
length in the record of each, would extend the succeeding 

Jr, 

-.volumes to an unnecessary degree. 

Many of the periods dealt with are too much neglected in 
the histories available to the general reader; the details for 
these have been collected from contemporary magazine litera- 
► ture, while the more important authorities are quoted at the 
heads of chapters. 

F. G. C. 
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T HIS “ Sketch of the Services of the Bengal Native Ann y 
was originally compiled by Lieutenant X'. G. Cardew in 
1800-31 ; it was afterwards revised in the Military Depart¬ 
ment by Mr. G. W. deRhe-Philipe, but, owing to a variety of 
Circumstances, its publication has been delayed and it has only 
now been found practicable to put it through the press. 

In the course of revision, advantage has been taken o 
the opportunity to make the work more complete by, first, 
the insertion of accounts of many little-known operations 
which had been omitted from the original compilation » 
secondly, by the introduction of more detailed and particular 
accounts of the more important campaigns; and, finally, by 
bringing it up to the abolition of the Presidency armies in 

In carrying out the revision of this (Compilation, a large 
number of works and periodicals of various descriptions, and 
of varying degrees of authority, have been consulted, and a 
list of these is appended, but it is to be understood that the 
revision is based essentially on official recos. >.L. 


Military Department, 
Calcutta; 

The a 1st March 1903 
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THE SERVICES OF THE BENGAL 
NATIVE ARMY. 


Chapter I—(1590— 1767 ), 


Political arnl Military Evcnta in India ol British India History el 

ttac Bengal 1 nfscitry and Progress of tkt Bengal /-tmy {Sr#emc)“Bengal 

Military Re^ulattojis, iSt? P 

Although the record of British progress in India has been essen¬ 
tially a military history* yet nearly a century elapsed after the first 
establishment of English traders in the country before the formation 
of an armed force for their defence, 

The East India Company was formed in 1599 by an association 
of merchants, who established their first factory at Surat in 1612, 
and in 164Q erected Fort St, George. In the same year was de¬ 
spatched from England the first expedition to Bengal: this consisted 
of two ships, of which the crews were so well received by the Nawab 
of those provinces that the Company decided to prosecute the trade, 
I and finally established a factory at Hooghly. 

The Bengal settlements* however, remained dependent on that of 
Fort Sr, George, while their trade was subject to the control of the 
Native government of Bengal, by whom they were forbidden to enter¬ 
tain any military strength, beyond an ensign and thirty men ” to do 
! j honour to the principal agents, 

In 1681 Bengal became independent of Madras, Mr, Fledges being 
j sent from the latter place ns the Company's Agent and Governor 
in . the Bay of Bengal and the factories subordinate; 0 The first 
Governor took with him from Madras a party of a corporal and 

( twenty soldiers, which little band was increased in 1683 by a com¬ 
pany of soldiers, together with arms and accoutrements sufficient for 
another company. Meanwhile the traders at Hooghly had been for 
many years subject to the jealous repression and exactions of the 
^ Native government, and, being unable owing to the smallness of their 
numbers to enforce their claims, their ventures had been thwarted 
and their trade impoverished to such a degree that the Company at 
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length decided to equip an expedition of sufficient strength to assert 
the rights of their agents and to makcdeiinite terms with the Emperor 
Aurangzcb and Nawab Sha-istalt Khan, the Governor of Bengal. This 
expedition consisted of a fleet of ten ships bearing six complete com¬ 
panies of infantry, which were augmented by the seamen to ten com¬ 
panies, or 1,000 men. It was further increased by a force of too men 
from Madras, and a company of Portuguese infantry (called To passes, 
from the hats which they wore) raised by Job Chariiock, the chief 
age lit at Hoogbty* But when the expedition arrived at the mouth of 
the Hooghly the fleet had already lost a third of its strength through 
contrary winds and bad weather. Several mouths were passed in 
desultory fighting and negotiations, until the British forces were 
reduced to the utmost straits by the effects of the dimat3. and at 
length found themselves hemmed in by overwhelming numbers and 
obliged to make their last stand on the fever-stricken island of Ingelli. 
At this crisis an offer of further negotiations was gladly accepted 
by Gbarnock, and in August 1687 a treaty was finally concluded 
with Nawab hha-islah Khaiij by which the English regained their 
former rights and received assurances for the future. 

A year had not passed, however, before the oppressions of the 
Nawab recommenced. Cbamock again had recourse to negotiations; 
but while these were in progress there arrived from England, under 
the command of Captain Heath, an armed frigate bearing i6q men, 
sent out by the Court of Directors to carry into execution the orders 
which had been given to the leaders of the former expedition. 
Heath, an impatient and hot-tempered man, immediately had recourse 
to hostilities, seized and pillaged Baksore, made a demonstration 
before Chittagong, and at length, finding that neither his violence 
uor his negotiation were of much avail, he carried off the whole of 
the Company's troops, servants and portable property to Madras. 

In August 1690, terms having been again agreed on with the 
Emperor, and Sha-islah Khan having been succeeded by Ibrahim 
Khan as Nawab of Bengal, Mr Char nock, with the Company's 
servants, returned to the HoOghly and estab lished themselves at Suta- 
nati- For some years the settlement continued to increase rapidly 
without further molestation from the Native government, until in 1695 
occurred the rebellion of Suba Sinvh, a Hindu zemindar of Burdwan, 
who, having attracted considerable numbers to hts cause, threatened 
the safely of the Company's settlements. On this the local govern- 
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mtm enlisted Native Soldiers for the protection of their property, ami 
putting their factories imo a stole of defence originated the fortifica¬ 
tions of Chinsura, Cbandernagore, and Calcutta. 

In 1699 Bengal was raised by the Court to the rank of a Presi¬ 
dency. Sir Charles Byre was appointed President; and the fort at 
Calcutta, which was being rapidly pushed on, was named Fori William, 
in honour of King William III, In this year also was started the new 
1 English Company,' which, after several years of rivalry with the old 
or * London Company,' was finally united to the latter in 1708, The 
military force at :his time amounted to some 130 men, exclusive of 
a small party of artillerymen called “the Gunner and his Crew." 


For many years the trade and prosperity of Calcutta continued to 
increase rapidly ; and although the military establishment appears to 
have kept pace with that of other branches of the service, yet no 
serious danger threatened the settlement 11 util the year 1743, when the 
Mahrattas devastated the whole province and sacked the town of 
Hooghly, At this juncture the European and Armenian inhabitants 
were, for the first time, regularly embodied into a militia; a number of 
lascars were entertained to help the gun-room crew in working the 
guns, and the so-called MahraUi Ditch was commenced round the 
settlement j however, the Mahrattas did not advance, and the latter 
work was abandoned. 

In i7j>4 the first legislative enactment for the regulation of the 
Company's military force was passed, and under it Articles of War 
were framed which, with slight modification, continued to guide the 
service for many years* The regular military establishment at this 
time appears to have consisted of five companies of infantry and one 
of artillery. 



become* i 

Presidency, 


■ * 


174 ** 
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In 1756 the Nawab Siraj-nd-Paulah succeeded to the Government 
of Bengal, and with this event opened the first great epoch of British 
progress in India, which, beginning in massacre, reverse, and almost 
exlorminatj t>n, finally ended in the subjugation of the whole Empire 
to British rule. 

The Nawnb had only assumed the government for a fe w weeks 
when he allowed himself to h<* carded away by his deep-rooted hatred 
of the English into open hostilities against the Company's settlements. 
Having attacked and token the factory of Kasimbazsiv with its little 
garrison of two officers (Lieutenant Elliot and Surgeon Forth) and 
fony-two regular soldiers, of wnora less than half were Engl:?hmen, 


Naw*|j Strip 
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I he advanced on Calcutta with his whole ariny, and crossed the 
Hooghly on the 15th of Jane. Within the capital consternation 
reigned among the inhabitants ; confusion and timidity paralysed the 
| leaders ; the fort was ill-arranged and its defences decaying ; the 
j ammunition was scanty and inferior; the guns dismounted and use¬ 
less, and the garrison amounted only to some jog men, of whom but 
174 were Englishmen. Hostilities were commenced by a slight 
success of the British, who seized the fort of Tannah on the eppo 
site side of the river; but they were soon driven back and closely 
blockaded in Calcutta, At the first reverse the whole of the Native 
soldiers deserted, and in the course of the five days 1 defence which 
ensued, their conduct was surpassed in baseness by the headlong and 
; selfish flight of the Governor, the Commandant antl'a great number 
of the officers of militia, who, embarking in the only available boats, 
went on board a Company's ship which was lying in the river and 
dropped down to Govindpur, leaving the unfortunate remnant of tit* 
garrison to their fate. 

On the aoth of June the fort was taken, and on that night occurred 
the horrible incident of the" Black Hole’Vthe story of which is too 
well known to need repetition. 

The survivors of the British inhabitants, together with a re deforce¬ 
ment of three ships from Bombay, took refuge at Pal to ; here they were 
Joined in August by some 230 men from Madras under Major 
Kilpatrick, while a volunteer company was also formed, including a 
number of civil servants, among whom was the future Governor- 
General, Warren Hastings. Further reinforcements were solicited 
from Madras, but, owing to delays and indecision, the whole of these, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Clive, did not reach PaUa until 
December the 20th. 

The expedition now comprised 250 of His Majesty’s 39th Regi¬ 
ment, 570 of the Madras European infantry, 1 ,200 Madras sepoys, 

1 some details of artillery, a30 Bengal European infantry, and 70 
volunteers, making a total of about 2,400 men. 

Clive advanced from Palta on December 27th, and, after some sharp 
fighting, took the fort of Budge-Budge on the 29th, The forts of 
Tannah and Aligarh were abandoned by the Nawab's troops without 
a shot being fired, and on January 2nd Fort William was again in 
the hands of the British. Hooghly was rc-faken on January ryth by 
a force detached under Major Kilpatrick ; and on the mb a urge 
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cdv of about 5,000of the enemy was defeated at Gongi, near Band*!, 
} 50 British soldiers and too sepoys under Captain Eyre Coote. 

Whilst these expeditions were in progress, Clive turned his attention 
to the means at hand of securing the footing just regained by the 
hng.isb in Bengal. He found his small army confronted on the 
one side by the forces of the Nawab, with whom all attempts at 
* "f^Uon proved useless, and on the othei, by the French settlers 
of Chandcmagore, whom the events occurring in Europe, where war 
h-;l lately been declared between England and France, would cer¬ 
tainly range amongst his enemies, f He determined to supply his 
pressing need for re-inforcemcms by Itfe formation of a battalion of 
sepoys. The native troops (called Buxarries, and in Madras Tel in gas 
or eons) which had hitherto been employed as occasion required, 
were wholly undisciplined, and were armed and equipped in Native 
style : even the more carefully trained Madras and Bombay sepoys 
adhered to Native dress and equipment. Clive, however, determined 
to l -j tin experiment of assimilating them as nearly as possible to 
European troops. Having raised some three or four hundred picked 
men, he furnished them not only with arms but also with dress of 
European pattern, drilled and disciplined them as regular troops, and 
appointed a British officer and non-commissioned officers to command 
and instruct them. This, the earliest Bengal Native regiment, was for 
many years known as the Lai Pal . 1 an* on account of its equipment, 
but later it ^ went, by the name of Gillis-ii-paUart, from Captain 
Primrose Galliea, who obtained command of it in 1763 and held that 
post tor many years: it became the snd Battalion of the rath Bengal 
Native Infantry in 1796. ) 

^(Recruits for Clive’s Native battalion were easily obtained. The 
M usalman conquest of Bengal and the general disturbances in the 
gn\pmmi ms 0: Northern India brought numbers of the fighting races 
down to lire lower provinces in search of service, or enrichment bv 
other means, and in the corps then raised around Calcutta were, to be 
found Pathans, Rohihas, Jats, Rajputs, and even Brahman^,f 


i 1 rcKhfelotOH—l'"'^ fl0m t,leE "* li ' which » :ticl! a corruption ol the 

l..j| t |i r - ll 9 : if lt tbe Benpal Native Army havinfr been laiiodin Bengal, 

L 7 T anum^.kai iJmHfiion. of Hindus- 

rvn) and B.vhop Heber (In.han uic<- it for granted that these corps 

Mere compiled of ne.Ooe Bengalis,—a ridiculous erro. out of ivhich the Bengali 
nz* made mucft capital wf late years. ^1'. 
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At the end of January re-inforccment$ arrived in Bengal of artillery 
and stores: and on the Jth of February Clive attacked and defeated 
the Nawab’* army, which had advanced within the Company's 
territory, near Cossipore. The British loss (Royal Navy included) was 
57 killed and 117 wounded, of'whom 18 of the killed and 35 of the 
wounded were sepoys; that of the enemy was reckoned at 1,300. 
A treaty of peace with Siraj-ud-Daulah was the result of the battle. 
The total casualties in action up to his period, in the Army, appear 
to have amounted to 41 Europeans (.including 6 officers) and. 18 
Natives killed, and 78 Europeans (including 9 officers) and 55 Natives 


Taking of 

"buffer 

imggr* 



' wounded,—19s in all. , 

Clive’s nest object was the attack of the French settlement 01 
Chanderttagore, Reinforcements reached hint from Bombay early m 
March, and, notwithstanding the opposition of the Nawab, hostilities 
were begun before Chatidernagorc on the 14th of that month A 
combined attack by the troops and fleet was made on the fort on 
ihe 23rd, and the place surrendered on the same day. The. casual¬ 
ties amongst the troops on this occasion were about 40 killed and 
[ wounded ; in the fleet the losses were more severe, amounting U) 32 
1 killed and 99 wounded, including several officers. 

This success induced great numbers of Natives to apply for service 
in Clive's army, and his netvly raised battalion of sepoys was large.} 
augmented- Meantime, while perfecting the drill and discipline ot 
these troops, Clive was also occupied in negotiations with Mir Jafar 
Khan, the Nawab's principal officer in Bengal, and this with so much 
success that an advantageous treaty was concluded early in June. 
By this'an agreement was made for mutual support, and besides the 
■ advantages already ceded by Siraj-ud-Daulah in February, all the 
lands lying south of Calcutta were granted to the Company and a 
pledge was exacted that the Nawab would erect no fortifications 
below Hooghly. These negotiations did not check the advance of the 
troops, who were at length, by Mir Jafar Khans aid, enab.ed to 
make preparations for an attack on the Nawab. 

On the 16th of June, the army reached Patli, and on die iSth Major 
Eyre Coote, with a force of joo Europeans and 500 sepoys, attacker 

and captured Katwa. ._ 

At this juncture suspicions began to be entertained of the si.ncen > 

! of Mir Jafar Khan in his promises of support to the English, arid 
! Clive called a council of war to decide the question 01 immediate 
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acuon or delay until after the monsoon. Though the majority of 
votes—his own amongst them — were for the la iter course, Clive’s 
final decision was for active measures. He advanced from his posi¬ 
tion on the 22 nd of June and arrived at Plassey on the morning of 

the 2 jT<l. 


The following, according to Broome, was the actual strength of the 
forces engaged: British artillery, including 50 sailors, 150 men, 
with 8 six-pounder guns and two small howitzers; British infantry 
(detachments of the 39th Foot, and of the Bengal, Madras nnd 
Bombay European infantry), 750 ; Topasses, 200; Native infantry. 
Madras and Bengal, 2,100. The Nawab’s army is said to have num¬ 
bered 50,000 foot and coo horse, with a very powerful train of 
artillery. 

The bathe was begun about 8 a.m. by artillery fire from both sides, 
the English force being drawn up in line in from of a mango grove. 
After half an hour's firing, Clive, finding that his exposed position was j 
causing a loss of valuable lives, retired into the grove, the bank round ' 
which served as a breastwork for his men. The British artillery kept | 
up a smart and effective tire from behind this shelter, -which played 
havoc amongst the masses of the Nawab’s army, while the guns of 
the latter were not only badly served, but their ammunition rendered 1 
useless by a heavy shower of rain. Soon after noon the Nawab was 
much disheartened by the news of the death of his most trusted gen¬ 
eral, Mir Madin. Once aroused, his fears continued to increase every 
moment; he eagerly adopted the advice of those around him to return \ 
to his capital; orders were hastily given for*the troops to retire to' 
their fortified camp; the Nawab mounted a fast sowari camel, nnd, 
escorted by 2 ,coo horsemen, fled precipitately to Mursbidabad. 

Clive, seeing the turn which affairs were taking, advanced with his I 
whole force aud cannonaded the enemy's entrenchments, upon which ’ 
theiT troops again turned out and came into action ; but the disposi- • 
tions of the English general wre well made : his infantry were lodged ■ 
close to the enemy’s entrenchment, and their hot musketry fire, 
coupled with a heavy cannonade from the guns, quickly "threw 
the troops of the Nawab into confusion. By 5 p,h. die whole enor¬ 
mous mob was scattered in headlong flight, and the camp, with all its 
baggage and stores, was in the hands of the English. The pursuit 
was kept up until 8 p.h., when Clive halted for the night at Daud- 
pur. 
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O ir loss in. the battle was extremely small, amounting (.exclusive 
nf any casualties that may have occurred amongst the_Beamea) 
to only s Europeans and 13 Natives killed, and 18 Europeans 
(including three officers) and 30 Natives wounded.* Of the officers 
wounded on this memorable occasion two were of the Bengal army, 
Lieutenant Cassells of the artillery and Lieutenant I>e Lubers oS me 
European infantry: the name of the third officer (a lieu tenant 0 r e 
Madras artillery) has unfortunately not been preserved. Among..» 
wounded, too, was Midshipman Richard Sborediche, of the Aen.. 
Many vears after, in 1829, the surviving corps of the Bengal Army 
received authority to inscribe the word “ Plassey ’ on their colours, 
Siraj'Ud-Daulah arrived at Murshidabad at midnight on the ijM. 
Throughout the 24th, as news reached him of the advance of the 
Ena-1 ish. his terror hourly increased, and he fled at night front the city, 
almost alone. Clive entered Murshidabad on the 29th and placed 
Mir JalarKhan on the m<uecJ. On the 3rd of July Siraj-ud-uau.ah 
was brought back a captive to Mir Jafar, and on trie saute nig t wa. 
ruthlessly murdered by order of Miratt, the son of the rtew Nawa 
For two months after the victory of Fiassey, Clive was occupied in 
exacting from Mir Jafar ivhan the indemnity previously agreed upon, 
and in settling the.disputes which arose amongst the British oQicers, 
military and naval, over the partition of the same. At the saoa 
rime he turned ht3 attention to the increase of the military force of 
Bengal, and to this end he enlisted men for a second regular bat¬ 
talion of sepoys, and formed the corps on drafts from the old battalion 
Meanwhile a small force of French under Monsieur Law, which had 
marched from Bhagalpur to the assistance of Siraj-ud-DauUi, on 
hearing of the overthrow of that prince, made towards Patna with 
the intention of joining the Rajah Ram Naravan. In order to prevent 
hi<= j unction, a detachment was despatched under Major Coote, on 
the 6th of July, consisting of 220 British troops and 500 sepoys, with 

a detail cf artillery. . 

On their march occurred the first recorded instance of a Native 
court-martial in Bengal, when a sepoy was tried for conniving at the 
escape of a prisoner, and sentenced, by a court composed of Suba- 
dars and Jemadars of the detachment, 10 receive geo iaslics am! he 
dismissed the service, ___ _ _____ 

~ figures :vfc taken fr^m Clive's, official re tor its* They differ materially 

f, om tUm fim in Brooms’* Hlstocy md otker publication®.—P. 
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After many difficulties and hardships at the most unhealthy season 
ol the year, Coote’a detachment reached Patna on the 26th of July, 
only to find that Law had escaped them and was now on the borders 
of Oudh where he could take refuge at any moment. For many days 
great discontent had existed among the troops : the British soldiers 
were in a mutinous state, and the Madras sepoys declared that they 
would £0 no further into the interior. However, expostulations and 
persuasions prevailed on them to advance again ; and they continued ; 
to push on as far as Chapra (2nd August)„ whence a despatch i 
from Clive recalled the detachment to Patna, and eventually 10 
Murshidabad, where it arrived on September the 13th. 

During this autumn a slight disturbance occurred amongst the ' 

Na w&b’s troops at KasirUbazar; and a revolt took place at Dacca, 
when a company of the 1st Native Battalion was sent to assist the 
Nawab of that place. 

On the 17th of November Clive marched from Calcutta, and joined Second 
the Nawab at Murshidabad; with him was a force ef 550 British, pftna. tion b 
some details of artillery, and 1,500 sepoys ■ while the Nawab was 
accompanied by n fora of 40,000 men. Following the route by 
which Cot-te had advanced in July, the combined force arrived at 
' Patna on ’ho 4th of February, 1758. Here some months were 
passed In discussing the settlement of the country; while Clive also 
occupied himself in raising a third battalion of’ sepqyg, composed, I ThejM Nati 
for the most part, of men enlisted in the Bhoipur district. 1 

On Clive a return to Murshfdabad in May, news reached him of 
the increased strength of the French on the Madras coast. He 
iia mediately returned to Calcutta, and pushed on the completion J 
of the new fort at Gcmndpur, the present Fort William, In Julv he | 
accepted the post uf President of the newly re-organised load 
Government, and forthwith set about measures of considerable 
importance to the military strength of Bengal, Instead of sending 
back to their presidencies the British detachments from Madras and ■ 

Bombay, all who volunteered for service in Bengal were formed 1 
into a ^ engal European battalion,* into which also were received ! 
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39th Regiment; the artillery was re-organised and formed into two 
companies; and a fourth battalion of sepoys was raised at the same 
time. The command of this corps was soon afterwards conferred 
upon Liemeuart Hiigh Grant, from whom it became known as 
Grant~ki-f<riian : in the re-organisatiou of 1796 it became the 
battalion of the arid- Regiment. 

Meanwhile, the French successes in the Carnatic were becoming 
1 more and more pronounced, and the Madras Government appealed 
to Bengal for nssisiatice. On the rath of October, 1758, a strong 
detachment was sent by Clive under Lieutenant-Colonel Francis 
Fordo, the Commandant in Bengal, with orders to proceed by sea to 
Viafigap&lam* and, by creating a diversion there, to lender assistance 
to the Madras Government. With this detachment were five com¬ 
panies of the Bengal European Battalion, the 2nd Artillery Company, 
the rst and snd Bengal Native Battalions, and a battalion of Madras 
sepoys who had come round to Bengal in * 70 . This was the 61st 
occasion on which Bengal sepoys were sent by sea on active service. 

Colonel Fordc met the French army of the Northern Circars, 
under the Marquis de Conilans, on the 8th of December at Cqndore, 
about forty miles from Rajahmundry, hod inflicted on them a signal 
defeat: as bis force advanced to the attack, the two Bengal Native 
battalions, which were on the Banks, were fully exposed to view, 
while the European Battalion, which formed the centre, was com - 
pletely concealed by high standing crops : the French, moving 
obliquely to their right to attack the Native battalion forming the left 
of the British line, exposed their left flank to the British centre? thrown 
into great confusion by a deadly volley from the British battalion, 
they fell back hastily, and the vo’ley heiug succeeded by a charge, 
they were, after a short but severe combat, driven from the field with 
loss. Our loss was Captain Ad net, arid 15 British and 100 Native 
soldiers killed j 4 officers and 20 British and 100 Native soldiers 
wounded. The enemy lost 6 officers and 120 killed and wounded of 
the French troops, and a large number of sepoys.* No honorary 
distinction for this engagement was given until 184** when, under 
some misapprehension, the Madias Government authorised the 1st 
Madras European Regiment, of which corps not a man was present 


* Cambridge *»>■*—“ We had 44 European* killed and wounded, among whieb 
were two retains and three lieutenants ; and the French 156, offices included/ 1 
-P. 
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in the action, to inscribe the word u CoNDoa*" on its colours. The 
distinaiun has recently been placed on the colours of the Royal 
Munster Fusiliers, the only corps now existing which is, as represent* 
ing the xst Bengal European Regiment, entitled to wear it 

Colonel Forde advanced on the yd), accompanied by the Rajah 
Anandiraj o£ Vizianagraru ; while a detachment sent on in advance 
under Captain Knox seized the town and fort of Ruj&iimundry, on the 
Godaveri, on the ioth. Here a delay of six weeks toot place, owing 
to the failure of Anandiraj to fulfil his engagement, and it was not 
until the 6th of February that die English force occupied Ellore. 
After seizing the French factory of Narsipur, Forde advanced And 
stormed the fort of Konkaie on the 3rd March, and thence continuing 
his march to Masuhpatam, arrived there on the 6th. 

The fort of Masulipatam was a position of great natural strength 
surrounded on three sides by a swamp of considerable extent. 
A,most at the outset of the siege the English found themselves in a 
most critical position ; their treasure chests were empty ; their .retreat 
by the road by which they had come was cut off by the recapture of 
Rajahmundry by the French under du Rocher; and, the siege of 
Madras having been raised, a powerful army under General Lally 
was marching thence to the relief of Masulipatam. At ibis critical 
moment the European troops broke into open mutiny, but were 
pacified and re-assured by Colonel Forde, and the preparations for 
the assault pushed on with vigour. At length at midnight on the 
7th of April the attempt was rhade; Captain Knox led the 1st 
Bengal Battalion in a false attack, while the remainder of the force 
was formed in three divisions for the real assault. The plan was 
completely successful, and, the principal defences having been 
carried by storm, on the morning of the 8th of April, de Conflans 
surrendered. The conduct of the Bengal troops on this occasion was 
excellent, and they emulated the Europeans in their gallantry. Our; 
loss was 3 officers, n British and 50 Native soldiers killed; 6: ! 
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British and 150 sepoys 
alone 1.15 killed. 


wounded. The enemy lost of Europeans ( 


The effect of this success was to damp the ardour of thj Nizam, 
who had previously been lending aid to the French, and he opened 
negotiations with Colonel Forde : meeting, however, with but indther¬ 
ein success, be at length in disgust withdrew his force towards Hyder¬ 
abad. The expected French reinforcements arrived off Masutipatam 
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a week after its capture, an d being apprised of that event, sailed for 
Gaojam, which place they fortified- In October Colonel Fordo, 
accompanied by Captain Knox, returned to Calcutta, leaving Captain 


Fischer in command of the detachment, now reduced to some 1,100 
men, of whom 300 were Europeans, The latter was ordered to 
return by land to Calcutta: marching by the route by which they 
had advanced in the preceding year, news reached Fischer at Rajah- 
mundry that the French front Gaojam had occupied Coecnada, He 
reached that place on the 2 8th December, and the fort was surren¬ 
dered on the following day without a struggle. 


Thus terminated the efforts o£ the French on the east coast, and by 
the success of Forte's expedition in the face of great difficulties those 
districts were acquired for England which had formerly consliimcd 
the most valuable possession of France in Hindustan, 

Captain Fischer continued his march with the two Bengal battalions 
of his detachment, sending the Europeans and artillery by sea; 
and arrived at Calcutta in March, 1760. 

Meanwhile the past year had been a busy one in Bengal, To 
make up, in some degree, for the absence of such a large detach * 
meat in the Northern Circars, a fifth battalion of sepoys was raised 
at the end of 175S, the command of which was given to Lieutenant 
George Wilson, whose name it bore. In the midst of the work 
of organising recruits and strengthening the defences of Fort 
William, Clive's attention was called to fresh danger threatening 
from the north. Since the death of Auraugzeb the power of the 
Delhi dynasty had been rapidly decreasing : internal strife and 
external reverses bad sapped the strength of the once all-powerful 
empire ; and the time now under review found the reigning Emperor 
A!am Gir Sani a mere puppet in the hands .if his favourite minister, 
Qhazi-u-din Khan, commonly called Umed-uFMulk, Early in 1759 
the Emperor s eldest sou* Shahzada Ali Gohar, who subsequently 
ascended Hie throne as Shah Alam, impatient of the control of 
his father's minister, raised the standard of revolt in Rohilkharid 
and, prompted by the interested counsels of the chiefs who joined 
him, mycbed, in the first instance, towards Patna, with the inten¬ 
tion of seizing the rich provinces of Bengal and Bihar, Clive, 
who saw the motives for, and thh instability of, the support 
accorded to the Sbahzada, declared his intention of suppressing the 
rebellion against die emperor, and marched towards Patna with a 
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force of 450 British and 2,500 sepoys, comprising the 3rd and 4ft 
Battalions, and part of the 51b, In company with Miran, the son of 
the Nawab Mir jafar Khan, he reached Faina on April the Sth, 
where he Ion nil that the Rajah Ram Narayan had already success¬ 
fully repelled the attack of the Sbahaada's force, and that the Latter 
IkuL as Clive had conjectured, fallen to pieces at the first sign 
of a reverse. The Shahzada himself took refuge with Monsieur 
Law in the French station of Chatarpur, and Clive, haring spent 
some weeks in quieting the surrounding districts and strength¬ 
ening the defences of Patna, where he left a detachment of European 
troops and live companies of sepoys, returned to Calcutta in June, 




Scarcely had he arrived there when rumours of yet another enemy 
reached him. For some time past the Drneh stations in Bengal had 
viewed with apprehension and jealousy the growing influence of the 
Fnglish* Encouraged, doubtless, by the attitude of Mir Jafar Khan, 
who was faithless and ungrateful enough to side against his foreign 
allies at am moment when it seemed to his advantage to do so, the 
Dutch brought matters to a head in October, 1759, when a fleet of 
seven vessels full of troops arrived in the Hdoghly ; while in the mean¬ 
time their forces at Chin sura had been strengthened by the enlistment 
sepoys and the arrival of European recruits* The English strength 
was inferior both by sea and land. Three Indiana en comprised the 
whole of their fleet, while their army was weakened by detachments 
al Patna, Midnapore, V&agapatam and several other stations, Clive, 
however was not shaken by the difficulties o£ the situation from the 
customary firmness of his attitude. Hostilities were commenced by 
the Dsttch in November, when their ships seized several trading 
vessels bearing the English dag, and the factories of Palta and Raipur 
were destroyed. On this Clive ordered Captain Wilson, who acted 
as commodore of the English fleet, to engage the enemy immediate¬ 
ly; a hard-fought action ensued on November the 24th, which ended 
in the complete discomfiture of the Dutch and the capture of every 
one of their ships. 

On the same day the British army under Colonel Forde* who had 
arrived opportunely from Yizaga patera and assumed command, 
engaged 'he Dutch force from Chinsura at Ghandemagbre, and drove 
them back on their base with great loss. On the following day 
he again gave ^hem battle at Badara and, after half an hour's sharp 
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fighting, completely defeated and dispersed them, The loss of the 
English was trifling, while that of the Dutch amounted to 320 killed, 
300 wounded* and upwards of 600 prisoners. The 3rd and 4th 
Bengal Native Battalions were engaged in this action. 

After these reverses the Dutch were only too eager to come to terms, 
and a treaty was shortly agreed on, by which they acknowledged 
themselves the aggressors, promised to pay ten lakhs indemnity, and 
disavowed the conduct of their fleet; receiving back in return the 
ships ,.nd prisoners which had been taken by the English, 

The dose of the year was occupied by Clive in finding fit succes¬ 
sors to himself in the command of the army and in the post of Gover¬ 
nor of Bengal, with a view to his own departure for England : for the 
former post he chose Major Caillaud and for the latter Mr, Vansittart, 
both of the Madras service. He also gave his attention to obtaining 
recruits for the Bengal European Battalion, and to raising the 
strength of the five Native battalions to 1,000 men each; the comple¬ 
ment of officers allowed to each of these battalions was one Captain, 
one Lieutenant and one Ensign* with four European non-commis¬ 
sioned officers. Finally, he organised an expedition under Major 
Call laud against the Shahzada, who was again threatening the 
Northern Provinces, and accompanied it in person as far as Murshid- 
abad. This done, he took his departure from India on the 25th of 
February, 1760* 

Major Gvillaud’s force, with the troops of Mir jafar Khan under 
the command of Miran, left Murshidabad on the tSth January, 1760, 
011 their way to Patna. But news now reached them which consider¬ 
ably altered the aspect of affairs and the position of the Shahzada 
himself. The old Emperor was put to death at the end of 1759 by 
Ins minister Umed-ul-MuIk (Ghazi-u-din), who forthwith proclaimed 
a younger son, under the title of Shah jahan Sani, as Emperor. On 
this news reaching the Shahzada ho immediately assumed the em¬ 
blems of royalty, caused himself 10 be proclaimed emperor under the 
name of Shah Alam, and demanded acknowledgment of his tide 
from all rulers of provinces. A? the eldest son of the late emperor 
and the rightful heir, numbers flocked to support him, and he became 
a much more powerful enemy than when merely an outlawed and 
needy adventurer. These facts did not, however, alter the determina¬ 
tion of the English and Mir jafar, who, having for years regarded the 
sovereignty of Delhi as an empty name, were not inclined 10 sufki 
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its encroachments quietly. This being so, the force hastened on to 
the support of their frontier ally, the Rajah o£ Patna, As in the j 
former expedition, however, Shah Alam arrived at Patna before the 
English army, but, although Ram Narayan, less successful than on | 
the previous .occasion, was completely defeated,* the emperor neglected 
to follow up ids victory, and was found by Major Gail laud still, 
investing PrUna. In the action which ensued (Sirpur, 32nd February* 
176a) the emperor's army was completely broken and dispersed, a 
resuli to which the steady firing and determined bayonet charge of 
the sepoy battalions largely contributed. 

But the obstinacy and indolence of Milan wasted the advantages 
which might have been the result of this victory: until the 29th of 
February he refused to move from Patna, and was only induced to 
some show of energy by the news that the emperor, having recovered 
from his reverse, was marching boldly on Btmiwan. For a whole 
month the allied forces of Major Gail laud and the young Nawab pro¬ 
secuted a stem chase after the emperor through a difficult and almost 
unknown country; and it was only by the extraordinary indecision of 
the latter that they were finally enabled to come up with him. Mean- 
white the news of the emperor's advance on Burdwan had thrown Mir 
Jafar and the authorities at Calcutta into the greatest alarm, which 
was not decreased by the appearance of a Mabratta force, threatening 
the capital from the direction of Midnapore. While endeavouring to 
make terms for himself with the emperor, Mir Fafar marched mth bis 
whole force towards Biirdwan, whither a part of his army, assisted by 
300 of the Company’s troops under Captain Speir, had already been 
sent; on the 23rd of March this force was augmented by Captain 
Fischer with 500 more men, while the two battalions of sepoys from 
thr Northern Circars under Captain MacLeati were advancing through 
Mid rift pore to effect a junction with the nrmv. On the 1st of April 
Shah Alam was within a few miles of the Nawab's camp, but hesitated 
to attack him, and on the 4th the Nawab was joined by his son and 
Major Caillaud, Still the emperor refused to give battle, which 
Major Caillaud, being without cavalry was unable to force on him, 
and the apathy of the Nawab, only equalled by that of the enemy. 


* In this aeiitm, whkh wis fought at Masampur on the 9th February, j 7O0, the 
British ■ detachment which had be cm left at P&toa by Clive was almost annihilated. 
The only officer who survived was the Surgeon, William Fntlaitoft, who was aUo, 
y ^ ; years later* the sole survivor of the atrocious ftatTU massacre.—Ur*. 
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denied the British commander assistance. At length Shah Adam 
entirely abandoning the object of his march, returned by the route 
he had come and hastened against Patna, 

The garrison of that place was in a precarious condition; the 
defences were weak and the force behind them consisted of only 
Ram Naray&n’s troops, with a small detachment of sepoys and no 
.officer but Dr. Fullarton. The emperors army was joined at Hr3,ir 
?by Monsieur Law and a small force of French, whence the whole 
proceeded to invest Patna. The defence was a most gallant one, 
but the little garrison was all but at its last stand when it was 
relieved on the 28 th of April by a detachment coder Captain Knox, of 
which the rst Native Battalion from the Northern Circars formed 
a part.* 

On the following day a sally by Knox compelled the emperor to 
retire, and drove his army back to Gaya Manpur ; while a fortnight 
later a large force under the Nawab of Purnca, who was marching to 
join the emperor, was encountered and completely dispersed by the 
English—an engagement (Birpur, 16th June, 1/60) in which the tst 
Native Battalion greatly distinguished itself. 

Major Caillaud joined the force at Patna within a few darfl, but, 
after chasing the Nawab of Purnea into the district of .Bettiah, * again 
left for Calcutta on the atst August, having been summoned to meet 
Mr. Vansfttait, the new Governor, One of the first of Ms acts on 
°* return to head-quarters was to endeavour to raise some cavalry, the 
want of which lie had felt so much during his past campaign- With 
this view he caused two troops of European dragoons* and one of 
hussars to be raised from the European infantry ; while a short time 
previously he had succeeded in raising two rissalabs of cavalry^criiod 
the Moghal Horse* composed of, and officered entirely by, Natives, 
who provided their own horses, arms and accoutrements, and received 
Rs, 50 a month pay. 

The greater part of the autumn was occupied in settling the inter¬ 
nal affair of Bengal which had been thrown into confusion by the 
misgovernment of Mir Jafar: to this end Mir Muhammad Kasim Ah 
Khan, his son-in-law, was appointed the Nawab's deputy* a nd inve sted 

* It was during this expedition that Mirao, the sun of Mir jafai and the com* 
mander of his forces, was struck dead by lightning, 3rd July, 1760-thipe ty 

the day, after he had procured the murder of SiraFud-Daubih,—F. 











with the administration, while Mir'Jafar himself was removed from 
Alurshidabad to Calcutta, and retained there under British protection. 

In November, Lieu ten ant* Co Ion el Caillaucl was appointed to com¬ 
mand the Madras Army, and Major Catna.; arrived in Calcutta to 
relieve him : he remained, however, for some time longer i» Bengal. 

The last two months oi the year were occupied in settling the 
provinces of Midnapore, Burdwan, Rirbhum and Monghyr, all of 
which had been disturbed by the emperor's invasion and the subse¬ 
quent change# of Government. In the attack on, and defeat of, the 
rebellious Rajah of Kharakpur, near Monghyr, a detachment of sepovs 
sho'.-xl great gallantry, earning the rajah's 'positions and dispersing 
the enemy at the point of the bayonet. 

At the beginning of 1761, Major Carnap assumed command of the 
Bengal Army, and immediately resumed hostilities against the Em¬ 
peror Shah Alain : the latter had profited by his long rest, and had 
considerably increased his influence and strength ; his head-quarters 
were established at Bihar, and towards that place Camac marched in 
L ie first days of January. The emperor met him at Suan, about three , 
/vur west of Bihar, on the 15th of the month, and wa* defeated and Ids 
army dispersed. I he English, following up the flying enemy, came in 
contact w 1 l 11 Monsieur Law and his party, who were endeavouring to 
cover 1 he retreat; these after some resistance were thrown into disorder 
and Law, with about 14 officers and 50 men, surrendered. 

The English continued a harassing pursuit of Shah Alarn until the 
29th of Janurry, when the latter, finding his followers deserting him 
and his position daily becoming more precarious, opened negotiations 
with Caniic, ami all hostilities ceased. 


It had by this time become apparent that the Bengal Army was 
insufficient to meet the increasing demands on its services. Accord¬ 
ing.)' two more battalions of sepoys were raised, one at Patna bv 
aptain Siibbert and one at Chittagong by Lieutenant Mathews. 

fhey were numbered, respectively, the 6th and 7th Battalions; the stti^rth 

ormer became the ist Battalion of the 8th* in 1796, and the latter, ( 
after most distmgu,shed service, was disbanded for mutiny in 1784. : ‘ 

i he total strength in Bengal now amounted to 200 British ami 200 ' 

Nanve cavalry, auo artillery, and 900 British and 8.400 Native in- 1 
fantry, including local companies. 
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In April, 1761. Captain Champion, who had been. left ■&* 
tachment a t Gaya, attacked and deemed Kamgar Khan, Naw-b of 
Tirhut, who Had formerly been Shah Alam! 1 ; chief adviser. 

Two months later, the emperor determined to make an effort to 
seize the throne of Delhi, and set out for this purpose, escorted to the 

frontier in great state by a British force. 

In Apr,: Lieutenant- Colonel Cooie arrived 111 Bengal, and assumed 
the post of Commander-in-Chief; be shortly afterwards proceededto 
Patna to take command of the army in the field, but smh w e - 
disputes which immediately arose between him and the new ^h, 
Mir Muhammad Kasim, that both he and Carnac were recabed to 
Calcutta by the Governor, leaving at Patna, under Captam Carsmirs 
a detachment consisting of one company rff arti iery fovo cun ^n 
of the European Battalion, and the and and pd Natwe B ^ a ’ 10 " 9 . 

Nor were matters improved during the remainder of 1761 orn 
following year: several changes occurred in the Council, aiv 
party which had the ascendancy in all matters were men who■■ a 
even turn increased the growing hostility of the Nawab to ^English. 

Thus, affairs went from bad to worse, until in June, 17 3 

evident to all parties that a crisis was at hand. _ . , 

At this time the army of Mir Muhammad Kasim was in a sta 
efficiency and discipline very different from the ^orgamsed^e cd 
his nredeeessors. The cavalry were well organised and mounted, M. 
infantry, divided into naj'fds end tditgas, of whom the a '■ r ' _ 

modelled on the pattern of the Bengal sepoys, were escelleml. 

! equipped and armed ; and the artillery, also organised on the pai 
1 p Can modeU was in no way inferior to that of the English, ft* 
least as their weapons and ammunition were concerned. 

In the Bengal Army, on the other hand, various changes were intro¬ 
duced, as a collision with the Nawab became more and more a 
matter of the immediate future, During 1762, the independent com¬ 
panies at Burdwan were increased to a battalion, whose numbe 
order of raising was the 8th, but which was a 1 wap known as be 
Burdwan-ki-paitan. Early in 1763 a second Burdwan Satuhon, t 
oth, was raised, commonly known as the Choia Burdwan-hfa • 
These two corps were commanded, respectively, by Gaptams- . 

and Smith, and became, in 1796,'be fe battens of the 1 stand 

a ih Regiments. The independent companies at Midnapore were also 
formed into a battalion (the toth,—afterwards the m battalion 0! 1 
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* ^ ropfi a vorrmptlon sf this officer^ name this ha Italian acquired the name of 


f At orie tfiae knowa fn the Native Army as T^erbaHis-ki^dtiAn ; at 4 later 
period, however, it was called DK^t^ku^aiiar^Uo^ Oaptmtn fluffed, who eistn- 
man Jed it for some years* — ! 3 . 


6th) under Lieutenant Archibald Swinter; \ m a local battalion, the uth p 
was raised at Chittagong by Lieutenant Lewis Brown; and about 
April, 1763, a mh Battalion was raised at Calcutta, the command ] 
of which was at a kter period given to Captain John Trcvanion ; 
this in 1796 became the 2nd Battalion of the 71b Regiment.t 

These additions to the army raised the total force in Bengal to 
about. i *500 Europeans and to,000 Natives: of these, four companies of 
British Infantry, z2o in all, and one of artillery, 40 strong, with the 2nd; 
3rd amj ;th Native battalions, 2,500, were at Patti*, under the com¬ 
mand of Captain Carstairs ; at Burdwan were two Native battalions; 
in Midmpore three companies of Europeans, some artillery, and a 
troop of Native cavalry ; at Chittagong two Native battalions; and 
the remainder of the force at the Presidency, 

in accordance with the expectations of all concerned, hostilities 
between Nawab Mir Muhammad Kasim and the English began 
towards the end of June 1763, On the 24th of that month, Mr. 
El’is, the Agent at Patna, hearing that reinforcements of the Nawab s 
troops were coming from Mongbyr to strengthen the garrison of the 
former place, determined to seize the city before their arrival. The 
plan was carried into execution in the early morning of the follow¬ 
ing day, but the victors did not even complete their success to the 
extent of possessing themselves of the citadel, and gave themselves 
up to unbridled license and plunder. Within a fewfroaia the Na¬ 
wab’s troops arrived from Monghyr, and, after a very short resist¬ 
ance, completely turned the tables on the British force, which 
retreated in confusion to the factory* The loss in the taking of tht 
place was as follows killed, four officers and 3 other Europeans ; 
wounded, 5 officers^ 10 European soldiers, and 100 sepoys. Finding 
himself hard-pressed, Mr. Ellis attempted to retreat into Oudh, but* 
after a harassing march of two days the force was completely sur¬ 
rounded by the enemy and the whole either killed or taken prisoners; 
all the Europeans who were taken prisoners were carried to Patna 
and there massacred tliree months later, with the exception of Dr. 
FuUartnii, who was spared, and of four sergeants who escaped. 
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Captain Carstairs was killed at Manji, where the force made their 
last stand (1st July, 1763). 

War was declared at Calcutta against Mir Muhammad hanm on 
the 7th of July, and Mir Jafar Khan was restored to power and pro¬ 
claimed Snhadar of Bengal; but before the main army under Major 
Adams* could move from the Presidency, the Nawab had reached 
Kasimbazar, the factory at which place he attacked and captured 

without difficulty. , . , 

On Tuly the 17th, a brilliant combat was fought bv a detach¬ 
ment composed of the end Burdwan Battalion, who were escorting 
treasure and supplies from Burdwan for the main army. Near 
Adii river the battalion, under Lieutenant' Glenn, was attacked by 
overwhelming forces of the enemy, who, encouraged by the hopes 
; of rich plunder, returned again and again to the onslaught, but were 
i finally driven off with enormous loss, and Glenn, with his convoy, 

' reached Katwa the same Evening. Here he found the fort del ended by 
a weak and dispirited detachment ot the enemy ; notwithstanding his 
previous hard work, he boldly attacked the place, winch, after a feeble 
resistance,, was evacuated, Glenn, with hm little force* joined the vazm 
army, under Major Adams, on the following day. 

On the roth ot July, the first general engagement took place bet wear. 
Major Adams' force and the army of the Nawab under Muham¬ 
mad Takkt Khan opposite Katwa and close to the fie.d of Fl«*y- 
The English gained a complete victory, though with considerable 
loss, and, following up their success on die 2 3rd, inarched to Mttrshid- 
abad, which was abandoned by die enemy after the loss of the outly¬ 
ing intrenchmcuts at JVIotijhil. 

On the 15th, jafar Klian made a triumphant entry into the City, and 
took his seat on the masncitl 

On the and of August, Major Adams' army was again in the pre¬ 
sence of the enemy, who were drawn up on the plains of Gheriah to 
the number of nearly 40,000 men, of whom 12,coo were cavalry : con¬ 
fident in their own strength, the enemy advanced to the attack, anti in 
the battle which ensued the British position wan several times in dan¬ 
ger, but the steadiness and gallantry of die English and Native in* 
fantrv at length bore down all opposition, and after a hard-fought 
action Adams remained master of the field, having gained a brilliant 

* Major Thomas A*lamSj_Mia Majesty s 
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victory and captured the whole of the enemy's artillery (seventeen 
guns) and large quantities of stores. Among the killed on this occa¬ 
sion were Lieuienam Kaylor, of the Artillery, and the gallant Lieuten¬ 
ant Glenn above-mentioned. 


On the 5th of August, Major Adams resumed his march, and on 
the nth encamped nearly parallel to the enemy's fortified lines at 
Udwah-nah, The latter position was a very strong one, and it was 
not until September the 5th that the assault was attempted- At day¬ 
break on that day the place was carried with but small loss on our 
side, though it included Captain John liroadbreok* who had for 
many yesrs commanded the ik Battalion of Sepoys. The enemy 
fed to Monghyr, which place was invested by Major Adams and sur¬ 
rendered to him on the 22nd of October. 

The fail of Monghyr was the death-knell of the unfortunate persons 
whom the Nawab had captured in their retreat from Patna at the begin¬ 
ning of the war. Hitherto Mir Muhammad Kasim hud been ccutem 
to keep them as hostages, and near his own person, now, overcome 
with blind fury, he ordered their execution, which was carried out in 
the most brutal manner on the 5th of October, 

Meanwhile Adams advanced on Patna and commenced the siege 
on the 28th of October, the Nawab having fled at his approach and 
established himself at the village of Bakrim, about twenty miles dis¬ 
tant. Seven days were occupied in breaching die defences, and on the 
6th of November the place was carried by assault after a stubborn 
resistance on the part of the garrison, and with considerable loss to the 
British force. Major Irving, a very gallant officer, who had recently 
been transferred to the Company's service from the 84th Foot, was 
mortally wounded in the assault 
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Major Adams, with his victorious army, continued to pursue Mir 
Muhammad Kasim until early in December, when he took refuge with 
the Nawab of Gudh. The campaign was thus brought to a successful 
termination, (h< whole of Bengal and Bihar having been reduced in 
the short space of four months, four strong positions captured by 
assault, and the enemy, with vastly superior numbers, defeated in two 
hard-fought battles. 


1 There appear* to have been considerable doubt as.to what this officer's name 
rcahy was, —$ee Broomt} 504. Wheu be was in the 3Qth he appeared jn the Wat 
Office Army JList aa " John Bradbndg'e. T, —P* 
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TV commander, Major Adams, who had thus so well performed 
the work, assigned him by the Government, returned to Calcutta With 
the intention of proceeding to F.ngland. But his health, w tc was 
completely shattered by the fatigues and exposure of the past months, 
gave way as he was about to embark, and he died in Calcutta on t e 
x 6 th of January, 1764. deeply regretted by the army and the Oovern- 

" lU The past year had seen a great increase in the Native army ot 
Bengal. Besides the battalions, from the oth to the 1 3 th, raised &tl? 
in the year, several additions had been made during the autumn cant- 
rVn. In August, the 13th and jj«th Battalions were raised at Kasim- 
bazar and Calcutta, respectively, by Captain Robert ° * l 

Captain Gilbert Ironside; those became 111 17$^ B , 

the ird and 5 th, respectively * In October was raised the I 
lion by Captain John White atMonghyr, which afterwards M 
X3t Battalion of the nth, or HottrkUpalian (a corruption of Wide). 
The 1 6th was formed in Midnapur in October, and the command sub¬ 
sequently given to Captain Hampton j it beer, me the and Bata lotyol 
th* 1st in 1 yoh.f About the Same time, another corps, the 17th, wa 
raised at Bard wan by Captain Witcheot, which' afterwards became the 
1st Battalion of the 4*4 The commencement ot 176+ saw jet 
further additions to the army. In January, oil the removal of the 13th 
Battalion from Murshidabad, another corps was raised there oy 
Captain Goddard; this was the 18th (afterwards the 1st Battalion oi 
the 7 lh, or Gaurud-ki-paltan) 1 while the warlike rumours which 
reached Calcutta two months later, relative to the movements of the 
Nawab of Oudh add the Emperor, in support, of Mir Mohammad 
Kasim, caused orders to be issued in March for the raising of two 
more corps, the 19th and 20th Battalions, the former at Murshidabad 
by Captain Dow (afterwards the 1st Battalion of the nth, Doit-h- 
paltan ). the other at Jellasore by Captain Scotland (afterwards the 
1st Battalion of the iothj — Esc elk n -k i*p alt an). Finally* at the end 
of the same month, the 21st Battalion was raised at Patna, by Captam 


* The Native fiamr: of these corp, were G«i'aM'i Va('3«(iie(ived from Captam 

Clotwi: thy Go wan) and R&H&tfi-ki-finlt&vi (A ppi^hfvtiofJ o[ trOflSid c ) j— 

f BaiiHn-Aiifaltanj -from Captain Robart appoint** to iht 

about 1773 *—. % . , 

t Crav/ord'ki-patia n.-frem Captain James Cra^lufd (wn iw), appointed to the 

coiDEeaad in [768.— P« 
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James Morgan: this corps* after a very distinguished career of service 
as Aforgan-kt-paItan f was incorporated with the 10th Bengal Native 
Infantry in 1796. 

In the same month attention was paid to the provision of an 
efficient cavalry force for the army* The three weak and expensive 
troops of European cavalry were formed into one troop ot serviceable 
strength, and, after a good deal of discussion, the irregular Moghal 
Horse was increased to 1,300 men* each rimllah under Native 
officers, with a few Europeans attached to the whole. The Council 
at Calcutta had been desirous of forming a body of regular Native 
cavalry on the European systeih, but was dissuaded by Major Carnac, 
who declared that <£ the Moguls, who are the only good horsemen in 
the countrv, can never be brought to submit to the ill-treatment they 
receive from gentlemen wholly unacquainted with their language and 
customs/ 1 ' 


In the following month, April, 1764, the eighteen existing battalions 
(the 2nd, 3rd and ;th having been destroyed at Patna in the preced¬ 
ing year), which had previously taken rank according to the dates of 
their captains 1 commissions, were definitely numbered according to 
the rank of their then captains. 

The* following list gives the names of the commanding officers in 
their order, with the original numbers of the battalions according to 
the dates of their raising ;— 


Qrttef 
of r 3 isinjf 

1 , Captain Giles Siibbeet . 6 

2 . „ Lachlan MacLean . S 

3 * n Hugh Grant * 4 

4- n Rifcett Campbell . 13 

5- a Thomas Witchcot « 17 

fj. >1 John Trevanion , 12 

7 < „ Lev/h Bro*-n ,11 

8. William Smith , g 

9. „ Primrose Gailtez » 1 


Order 
of ratting* 

10. Captain Gilbert ironside t 14 

11. „ James Morgan , 21 

12* I, John White 4 

13* „ Archibald Swlntomu 

14* „ Samuel Hampton 16 

15 ' » Jahn Stables , 7 

16 „ James Scotland * so j 

17* n Thomas Goddard , 18 [ 

18. „ Alexander Dow . ^ > 


At this period the establishment of a battalion consisted of three 


British officers, a Native commandant, and a Native adjutant. There ; 
were ton companies (two of wliich were grenadiers), with each of 
which was a stibadar and tliree jemadars ; each company had a stand 
of colours attached to it, of the same colour as the men's facings, in 
the centre of which was the subadars device, such as a sabre, a dagger, 
or a crescent: the grenadier companies bore the British Union, in 
the upper corner, a: a distinction* The dress of battalions and the j 
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colour o! iheir facings were at this time regulated by commanding 
officers, but when once fixed, could not be altered without permission 
from the Board : thus, the Morgan Battalion when first raised had white 
facings, white turbans with red ends, and white k&pwrbati&$ with a red 
cross 1 its colours were the flag of St, George. It wouId seem from this 
description that the head-dress of the men resembled to some extent a 
Native fagri. 

The beginning of 1764 found the greater part of the army m camp 
at Sarwant on the Dargauti, near the then boundary of the dominions 
of ihc Nawab-Warir of Oudh, the various provincial posts tang heit 
by the nev: battalions which were just in process of being raised. 

On Ms departure to Calcutta, Major Adams handed over the com¬ 
mand of the army to Major Knox j but that officer was himself in such 
a had state of health that he had in turn to resign the command to 
: C a ptai n fen ni n gs, and follow ?d Maj or A dam s to the I J resi d e nc>* 
where he too died soon afterwards. Captain lennings found the 
command to which he had temporarily succeeded a task of great diffi¬ 
culty and danger. The late Nawab, Mir Muhammad Kasim, from the 
security of Oudh, occupied himself In tampering, by the aid of his 
emissaries with the fidelity of the British troops, European and Native, 
especially with the French and Germany who composed a large 
proportion of the former. Disaffection gradually spread throughout 
the army, until in February, 1764, the Europeans broke out into, open 
mutiny, and r6o of them deserted and marched to Allahabad, when? 
they took sendee in various native armies. 1 he examp e of mutiny 
was followed by the Native corps on the 13th of February, and the 
danger was only avoided by the tact and coolness of Captain leu- 
, nings. However, tranquillity was shortly restored by the distribution of 
a money donation presented by the Nawab Mir Jafar Khan, and the 
commanding officer, deeming it advisable to keep the men employed, 
broke up the camp at Sarwant and marched to Sasaram,^antl thence 
on the 5th of March to Harihaigany Here on the following day 
Major Carnac and Major Champion joined the army, and the former 
assumed command. 

Meanwhile Mir Muhammad Kasim, after his expulsion from Ben¬ 
gal, bad joined the Nawab of Oudh (Shuja-ud-Daukh) and die 
l Emperor Shah Alaru at Allahabad., and iheir allied forces were now 
marching towards Benares with the intention of reducing Bihar. 
! Accordingly, on March i$th—lyih, Major Carnac marched to Btuar, 
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where he took up and strengthened a defensive position. Want of 
supplies, however, compelled him to retire again to Patna in April; 
and here the English force was attacked by the whole strength of the 
enemy on the 3rd of May- The battle was stubbornly contested, but 
the superior numbers of the enemy could make no impression on the 
steady ranks of the British and sepoys, and the assailants were com¬ 
pelled to retire, having suffered very heavy loss. Unfortunately Major 
Carnac stopped all pursuit, so that the victory not as decisive as 
it might otherwise have become; and the enemy, retiring unmolested 
took up a position at Buxar at the end of the month. Major Catna c y 
in his despatch to the Council, reporting this battle, remarks—"i 
cannot say too much of the good behaviour of the army in general, 
ana in *particuiar of the sepoys, who sustained the brunt of the 
attack,' 1 


On the retreat of Shuja-tid-Dauiah a detachment under Major 
Champion crossed the Ganges, wasted the! Ghazipur district, and 
advanced as far as the banks of the Gbagra, when the approach of the 
monsoon compelled them to return, Meanwhile Major Carnac con-: 
tinned to pursue an inactive and dilatory course, notwithstanding 
repeated orders from the Council that he should take more forward 
measures* At length, on the 28th of June, letters arrived from the 
Court <rf Directors ordering his dismissal from the service! in conse¬ 
quence of disagreements with Mr, Vansittart, the Governor, in the 
previous year, and he was succeeded in the command by Major , 
Macro* who arrived on the 13th of August, The long period of 
inaction had been most prejudicial to the discipline of the troops, and 
a spirit of disaffection was rife amongst the sepoys; this developed 
into open mutiny in the case of the 9th Battalion ( Giilu-ki-palfan) 
on the 8th of September. The whole of the mutineers were captured 
by the Marincsf and Trevamon’s battalion on the t ith of that month, 
nnd Monro, thinking an example necessary, ordered twenty-fom of 
the ring-leaders to be tried by drum-head general court-martial. 


* Major Hector Munro, of His Majesty'* Sgtfi Regiment (Gordon Highlanders). 
Afterward* General Sir Hector Munro, RJI,* Com rrt acids r-m-Chief in Madras, atid 
G>tond of the 42nd Regiment (Royal Highlanders.) Died 00 the 26th December, 
iSo5.-“ V- 

t Captain Maurice Wemyss* company of the Matinee*, which had been landed 
from the squadron when lhe mutinies of March, 1764, occurred, and afterwards sent 
up the country to Join the army \n the field.— F, 
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These were sentenced to death and were blown away from the gfuns, 
the grenadiers amongst the condemned claiming (according to 
Captain Williams) to be tied to the guns on the right, as the right 
had been their place in action. 

Major Munrc now made preparations for prosecuting the cam¬ 
paign against the Nawab-Wazir of Oudh and Mir Muhammad Kasim, 
and, assuming the offensive, marched from Bankipore on the glh of 
October. His force consisted of 900 Europeans of all arms and 
eight battalions of Native infantry, selected for their efficiency; these 
were the rst, and, 3rd, 6th, tith, nth, 13th, and 15th; an ^ in at '' 
dition 1,000 Moghal horse. Besides the above, Captain Goddar , 
with the 17th Battalion, was sent on an expedition against Rhotas- 
garh, which plau. he occupied without resistance. 

Major Munro’s force met the enemy in a skirmish at Kaiwargh.it, 
on die banks of the Son, on the 10th, and again in a severe cavalry 
affair near the Bunas Nala on the 13th of October where our loss 
was 14 Europeans and 60 of the Moghal horse killed anti wounded. 
On October the 23rd a pitched battle was fought at Busar, when the 
sepoy troops behaved with the greatest gallantry, and steadily repelled 
the furious charges of the enemy’s cavalry. At length Monro ordered 
a general advance of Ids line, when, after a faint resistance.. V,«t. 
whole of the enemy’s force broke up and fled in disorder; the Nawab 
Shuja-ud-Daulah, having retreated across the Torah Nala, destroyed 
the bridge by which he had crossed, and the rcmr.ants of his retreat¬ 
ing army, finding the bridge broken, threw themselves into the 
.stream, where thousands were drowned or suffocated in the mtid in 
their attempts to cross. The loss of the British force amounted to 
825 killed and wounded, of whom 205 sepoys were killed, 41 4 
wounded, and 58 missing. The Moghal horse, 1,000 strong, lest 45 
killed and 22 wounded-f The only officers who were killed were 
Lieutenant Francis Spiisbury of the 96th Foot, and Ensign Richard 
Thompson of the Bengal European Battalion, in 1829 the surviving 

* The European infantry was composed of the Bengal European Battalion, two 
weak companies of the Bombay European Battalion, ;it>d small detachments of 
Marines and of Hi» Majesty’a 84th, 89th and 96th Rcgimerds.—tV 

t The losses of the British Army at the battle o| Bux&r :.t« somewhat differently 
^ated in Erevm* s Hktory and other publications. The figures given in the text are 
taken from Major Mnnrt/s official return, published in the Gaavtte of the 

j 8 th June, 17G5-— F* 
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:orps which shared in this important victory were granted authority to 
inscribe " Buxar ,f fin their colours. 

If may here be mentioned that on the day before the battle of 
Buxur Mir Muhammad Ka£im, robbed and dc&erted by his imme¬ 
diate followers, was igUu-umiGUsiy driven from the camp of his so- 
called ally* Shuja-ud-Daulak He escaped into Roliilkhand, and 
eventually, after experiencing many vicissitudes of fortune, died, m 
;xtrc m indigence, at Delhi, in 1777. 

On the 24th, Major Sir Robert Fletcher joined the army with re- 
nforcements, including the 10th (Ironside’s> Battalion, and on his 
jurrivai Major Champion was sent to the Midnapore frontier, which 
vas threatened by the Mahmtas, taking with him two recently f ormed 
omparties of the European battalion, a detail of artillery, and two 
mttalkms (the 14th and 16th) of Native infantry, 

The whole army crossed the Ganges on the zytU of October, and 
■n the Sth November advanced to Benares, from which place a 
ansom ot four lakhs oi rupees was exacted. Meanwhile the 
Emperor Shah jVlam had been making overtures to the English, 
■spreseming himself as merely a state prisoner in the hands of Shuja- 
d‘Dau!ahj event nail y he came to the English camp, and pitched 
is own dose to it for security, Authority having been received from 
ve Council, measures were taken for Ills protection, and a treaty was 
gned The following curious order was published on this oc- 
tsion:—** Such of the Officers as will be oft Duty to-morrow, who 
loose to wait on the King and wish him Joy of being put in Pos- 
;ssion of Sujah-ud-Dowiah's Country by die English, are desired to 
icctatihe Head-Quarters at 9 o'clock to-morrow Morning; it is 
icessary to acquaint them that it is customary to make him a saiam 
a the occasion, and the least ihat should be given by a Captain is 

gold Mohurs and three by a Subaltern/* 

Two more companies of Europeans iwta Patna reinforced the 
my Y and an expedition was despatched under Major Pemble to lay 
ege to the fort of Chunar: this detachment consisted of the Euro- 
:.in grenadiers, three battalions of sepoys, the company of pioneers, 
company ot cadet^ and 50 artillery-mem Two assaults were made 
1 the fortress 00 the 2nd and 4th of December, but, although the 
haviour of the troops was excellent, both attacks were repulsed with 
,s 4 On the 5th of December, the detachment was recalled, and 
ajor Muuro fell back on Benares, where he took up a position 











THE SERVICES OF THE 


covering- the dty» The remainder of December was passed in un¬ 
availing negotiations with Shriia-ad-Daulah. 

Early in January Major Munro left the army to proceed to Eng¬ 
land, and Major Carnac, having been re-instated in the array with the 
rank of Brigadier-General, was appointed to succeed him ; meantime 
the command temporarily devolved on Major Sir Robert Fletcher 
In the same month the Nawab Mir Jafar Khan died, and his eldest 
surviving son, Najm-iifRDaulab, was appointed bis successor by the 
Government at Calcutta, in supersession of the direct heir, who was 
a child of Mtrail, Mir Tatar's eldest son. 

On the 14th January, Sir Robert Fletcher recommenced active 
operations against Shuja-ud-D&ulah, and advanced towards Allah¬ 
abad, driving the enemy's army before him. Meanwhile he sent Major 
Stibbert to command at Peuares, with instructions to again atttimp: 
the capture of Chunar ; this fortress surrendered on the 8th of Febru¬ 
ary, and on the nth Allahabad was surrendered to Sir Rober 
Fletcher after a feeble resistance, 

Brigadier-General C&rnac arrived in camp at Chunar on the 13U 
of February . n d assumed command of the Field Force, which wa- 
at this time divided as follows 

Main force ai Allahabad % under Sir Robert Fktcher* 

14 companies of European Infantry (about 700), 

1 company of artillery« 

1 company of European ptonefera (fib men.). 

* troop of European cavalry (6 p men>, 

4 squardroos of Moghal hcrs» (Sot? men). 

5 battalions of sepoys* 

Brigade ai Benares and Chunar, under Major Siibhcft. 

5 companies of Eu ropean infantry (300 men). 

\ company of artillery (a targe proportion of taarans), 

A detail of pioneers. 

2 sqnadrmij of Moghat hcrac (.^-o men). 

6 battalions of sepoys. 

On joini ng the army Brigadier-General Carnac issued orders ^.01 \\ 
concentration of the whole force at Allahabad, with the exception ' 
two Native battalions left to garrison Benares and Chunar. On tl 
junction being effected., one Native battalion was left to garnsi 
Allahabad, and a small brigade was left near that piace under £ 
Robert Fletcher, while Carnac and the main army advanced in 
i Oudh> occupied the principal towns, collected revenue, and final 
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pushed for with all the cavalry and one sepoy battalion 10 Fyzahad* 
the old capital, where he remained .dating the greater part of April, 
regulating the affairs of the province and receiving the submission of 
the various chiefs and zemindars* Meanwhile Shuja-ud-Daitlah had 
gained the support of the Mahrattas, and was preparing for an advance 
fro m Ro hifkh&rid u pon the Lower Doab* Genera! Cafnae re-ulifted 
his army at Sujapur, in the Doab, on the and of May, and on the 3rd 
met the enemy nearKorah, where a skirmish with the Mahratta horse 
took place, resulting in the flight cf the latter. On the nth of May, 
a detachment under Major Stibberi was despatched with orders to 
reduce the Khairabad district, which duty was successfully accom¬ 
plished, and Stibbert cantoned his force at Lucknow during the rain!?* 
Meanwhile the Mahrattas, who had retired across the Jumna after the 
affair at Korah, re-entered the Doab and advanced close up to the 
British cami' at Jajmau 1 on the t6th of May the force advanced to 
attack them, and on the 20th encamped on the bank of the Jumna, 
opposite to Ralph in the neighbourhood of which place the enemy 
had taken up a position. On the 22nd a strong detachment, under 
Sir Robert Fletcher, crossed the river, and attacked the enemy ; an 
action ensued* v/hicb after an hour-resulted in the complete defeat 
and dispersion of the Mahrattas, who made the best of their way 
towards Gwalior* The Doab was thus freed from any immediate 
prospect of attack, and the army returned to Allahabad, where it 
urived on the 25th of June* 

General Camae returned in advance of the array, to prosecute 
Eegotktimis with Shuja-ud-Daulah and the Phnperor, The former, 
finding the Malirattas unreliable and the Rohillas very lukewarm in 
supporting him, had early in May sought to arrange terms with the 
English ; in this he bad been eo^far successful that he now joined 
General Carnac, and* under the auspices of the latter, a reconciliation 
imk place between him and the Emperor at the end of June, when 
all three proceeded to Allahabad, and afterwards to Benares, there to 
await the arrival oi Lord Clive from Calcutta. 

Clive had been appointed Governor and Commander-in.Ciiief 
and had arrived in Calcutta in May : the business of the civil ad¬ 
ministration had, however, detained him at the Presidency, and it was 
not until August the 1 st that he joined General Camae at Benares* 
Thence a few days later they proceeded to Allahabad, where the con¬ 
ditions Of the treaties between the Company, the Emperor, and 
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Shuja-ud-Daulah were agreed jn. These were in the mam the res* 
London of all his possessions to the Navah-Wazir with the exception 
of Chunar, which was retained by the English, and the provinces of 
K.orah and Allahabad, which were ceded to the Emperor, a British 
force being stationed at Allahabad for the protection of me Emperor; 
while on the British side the most important item of the treaty ' va# 
the grant to the Company, by the Emperor, of the Dewaci of Bengal, 
Bihar, and Orissa. 

Lord Clive had, immediately on his arrival, turned his attention to 
the irmy, an extensive re-distribution and re-organisation of which 
was now arranged. 

Towards the end of the previous year another battalion of Bengal 
infantry had been raised at Calcutta under Captain Douglas Hill, to 
that there were at this time nineteen battalions in existence. Accord 
ing to Clive's organisation, the army was to be divided into thre* 
brigades of similar strength and composition, namely,— one company 
of artillery T one regiment of European infantry (for which purpose 

the Bengal European Regiment was now re-orgamsed aa three dts 

tinct regiments or battalions), one rhsalah of Native cavalry, and seven 
battalions of sepoys. For this object, the troop of European cavalry 
was disbanded, and the men transferred to the infantry and anniery 
only a small body-guard for the Governor being retained i the 
Moghal horse was dismissed,, with the exception of ^co ? twe 
more battalions of sepoys were raised. Of these* one was formed at 
Allahabad under the superintendence of Colonel Smith, and Us corm 
mand given to Captain David Scott; it was raised during the month 
of Moharram, and hence obtained the name of Iltmeini-ki-palim ; 
it was numbered the aoth Battalion, and posted to the second brhr,* ^ 
The 2 ist battalion was raised at Bankipore by Colonel Sir Robert 
Barker, whose name it bore. These two corps, in the re-organisation 
of 1796^ became, respectively, the 2nd Battalion of the 10th and ( r 
2nd Battalion of the t nh Bengal Native Infantry. 

The three brigades were now formed and stationed as follows 

First Brigade? Head-Quarters, Alonghyt , 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, Commanding the Bri¬ 
gade* 

rst European Kegimeflt, under Major Alexander Champion, 
tst Company of Artillery, under Maj<r William Jennings, 

Rissalah of Cavalry, under Lieutenant latncs Skinner 
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2 nd Battalion, Wilder Captain Christian Fischer, \ 

ml 0 » 

m 

Art Ivor Achmuty. 

4th 11 j? 

» 

Robert Campbell. 

5 th it 1, 

1* 

Wm. MacPherson. 

JCfth „ „ 

it 

Gilbert Ironside. 

iflth 11 

M 

Benjamin Wriding. 

W'h •> it 

>t 

Thomas Goddard. 


Second Brigade: ITtad+Quar ter& t Allahabad. 
Colonel Richard Smith, Commanding the Brigade. 

and European Regiment^ under LifHitsaant-Culanel Joseph Peach. 
2 nd. Company of Artillery* under Captain Ralph VVinwowl, 

2nd KisfiaUh of Cavalry, under Lieutenant George Bolton Eyres. 

Native Infantry. 

ist Battalion, under Captain Arthur Forbes Achsnuty, 


7 th 


#• 

a 

Leivis Brn’wn. 

Stb 

>1 

M 

11 

William Smith, 

15th 

» 

If 

» 

Lime. NicoL 

16th 


M 

tf 

James Scotland. 

iSth 


H 

>> 

Alexander Dow. 

20th 

if 

1* 

II 

David Scott, 


Third Brigade * Head- Quarters, Ba tiki port. 
Colonel Sir Robert Barker, Commanding the Brigade, 

3rd European Regiment, under Lieut enaijbCciIonel Charles Chapman, 
3rd Company of Artillery, under Captain Nathaniel KimJersley. 

3rd Rhssalah of Cavalry, under Lieu tenant John Mair, 

Native Infantry* 

6th Battalion, under Captain Vernon Dirfifield- 



11 

n 

* r 

Primrose Gal lies. 

nth 

u 

11 

II 

James Morgan, 

12th 

If 

i| 

ff 

John White* 

14th 

t* 

II 

If 

Samuel Hampton* 

xgth 

If 

fl 

If 

Douglas Hill. 

list 

If 

II 

ff 



The Corps of Engineers had been fixed by an flr der of October 
42 ri'i, i7<H, at the following establishment;— / 

One Chief Engineer* to rank as Captain. 

Two Sub-Directors, to rank as CapUin-Licutenants. 

Four Sub-Engineer*, tomnk as lie: tenants. 

Six Practitioner Engineers, to lank a* Eoaigiif. 
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A fourth company of artillery was reserved for duties at fort 
William and the redoubts at Palta and Budge-Budge 

The Native cavalry rissalahs consisted of i British officer, t 
sersreant-maior and 4 sergeants, 4 Native officers, 2 trumpeters, 


Abolition of 
donb't batta. 


6 dafidarSt and too privates, 

The Native infantry establishment was fixed at i Captam* z Ueu- 
tenants, z Ensigns, 3 sergeants, 3 drummers, a Native eomaianthuu* 

I and 40 Native officer^ a Native adjutant, 10 trumpeters, 30 tom-toms 
1 (drummers), 130 non-com missioned officers, and 690 privates. To 
each battalion were attached two 3-pounder field pieces. 

The close of the year saw the enforcement by Lord Clive of a 
measure which was destined within a few months to imperil the safety 
and indeed the very existence of the Company in India, This 
was the abolition of double field bate, with regard to^ which orders 
had previously been several times received from the Court uf Direc¬ 
tors. In the course of the discussion on the subject, two senior 
Captains of the Presidency had, by orders of the Council, drawn 
up an estimate of such extraordinary monthly expenses as they con¬ 
sidered necessary on field service ; the list of these is curious and 
includes the following items :— 

Si 


Madeira wine. 30 bottles at Ri-Seach 
Beer 30 » n n ,, 

Arrack 15 » „ rr°"4 ir 


* 45 0 
, 22 S 

, 3 S3 


7 * 4 


The above monthly allowance is headed as “ necessary for a 
Captain during a campaign." 

However, notwithstanding all protests, the Court was determined, 
and, in Pecember, 1765, orders were issued by Clive that at the 
Presidency or it 1 *>s immediate neighbourhood troops in garrison 
j should recei ve no batta ; in cantonments ha if batta; in tlte field 
single batta; but that beyond the Karamnasa river troops in the 
field should receive double, and in cantonments single, batta. 

These arrangements came into force in January, 1766, without any 
apparent demur on the part of the officers; and Clive, congratulat¬ 
ing himself on the peaceable operation of his measures, turned his 
attention to another matter deeply concerning the officers oi the 
Company's service. This y/as the disposition of a legacy of live 
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lakhs of rupees bequeathed to him personally by the late Nawab 
Jafar Khan. Although nothing in the covenants lately framed by 
the Court of Directors prohibited the acceptance of such a legacy, 
yet Lord Clive determined not to appropriate the money to his own 
use, but to apply it to the formation of an invalid pension fund for 
the Company’s military servants. On being informed of his inten¬ 
tion b, the Council expressed their *' lively sense of his generous 
and well-placed donation/ 1 and, after preliminary reference to the 
Conn of Directors, an indenture was eventually drawn up, by the 
terms of which Lord Clive hands over in trust to the Company the 
sum of ** three lakhs of rupees, $$50,000 in money, £50,000 in 
jewels and one lakh in gold mohurs, in all five lak.hr- of fupees , * , 
of the value of / 6 3,833-fi^ the interest of which is to be paid 
yearly for the benefit of the Company's military servants and their 
families. 

While Lord Clive was thus occupied in promoting the interests 
and welfare of the service, the officers of the Company’s army were 
busy with secret preparations for a movement which they hoped and 
expected would force the Council to rescind the obnoxious new' 
batta rules. It was agreed throughout the three brigades that all the 
captains and subalterns in the service should resign their commis¬ 
sions on the 1 st of May, This step was actually carried out by the 
first and third brigades, the former of which was throughout the 
movement the most violent and mutinous : indeed all discipline was 
relaxed in this command, and the European soldiery followed the 
disgraceful example of their officers. Clive was in complete ignor¬ 
ance of the storm which was brewing until the end of April, when 
the magnitude of the danger was suddenly revealed to him with a 
clearness that would have terrified a weaker man. He saw dearly 
that to yield would be to show the army its power, and so to sap the 
foundations of all discipline and order in the Company s territories. 

* Ho determined to hold out inflexibly, unless the mutinous officers 
should cause the men to join them in obtaining their demands, in 
which case no course seemed to be open but to yield. However, 
any organised resistance by force on the part of the troops was in no 
Incase attempted; and the vigorous and determined measures with 
which CUve met the difficulties of the situation soon convinced the 
malcontents of the rashness with which they had acted. By the end 
of May the disturbance in all three brigades was quelled, and 
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a number of officers having; been sent down to Calcutta for trial, 
the remainder hastened to tender their submission. A num er ot 
court-martials were held in the following months for the trial of 
the principal offenders: among these the moat interesting was t at 
of Sir Robert Fletcher, who, in command of the First Brigade, had 
not only encouraged the officers in their mutinous conduct, ut e\cn 
seems to have been the originator of the whole combination, tie 
war, found guilty of mutiny, was cashiered, and proceeded to 
England : but within a few years his commission was restored to him 
by the Court of Directors, and he was sent out as Commander-m- 
Chief to Madras. 

Meanwhile the difficulties of Lord Clive had been greatly in¬ 
creased by the attitude of the Mahrattas, who throughout the year 
had been threatening the frontiers of Allahabad and Korah : and the 
necessity of keeping a strong brigade in those provinces made the 
fact evident that the existing battalions were not sufficient or the 
requirements of Bengal. Orders were therefore issued for the rais¬ 
ing of six new corps, which were designated Fargatina aita 1011., 
and were employed under the Revenue Department in the districts; 
for this same purpose three battalions of sepoys (the and, 7 th, and 
lath) had already been told off, but they were found quite inadequate 
for the work. The six new corps were numbered from a2ml t.o 27th, 
and were attached two to each brigade—the sand and 25th to the 
First Brigade, the zjrd and a6th to the Second, and the 24th and 
27th to the Third: two more battalions (the 28th and * 9 th ) .« a 
similar nature were raised shortly after, and attached, respectively, 
to the First and Second Brigades, and in the following year another 
was raised and attached to the Third Brigade, thus bringing the 
number of Bengal battalions up to thirty. 

At the same time various internal reforms and improvements were 
introduced in the regular brigades of the army, including the nam¬ 
ing and publishing of a code of regulations, together with a nxed 
standard of staff, contract, and contingent allowances. 

These were the last measures of Lord Clive for the advantage of 
the Bengal Army. The dangers and abuses, to meet anti re onn 
which had been his special mission from the Court of Directors 
when he accepted the Government two years before, had ah been 
averted and restrained. Fresh and unforeseen difficulties had arisen, 
and these too had been successfully surmounted 1 peace and Oraei 
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where the British influence had been threatened 
with blight and extinction t in the army, an efficient and well I 
regulated force had been created* where all had been insubordination, 
corruption, and extravagance. At the moment little remained to he 
done which ordinary capacity and firmness could not undertake 
Clive found his health daily breaking, and determined to depart in, 
the beginning of the year : Mr* Verelst was nominated to succeed 
him as Governor, and Colonel Richard Smith as Commanderrin- 
Chief in succession to Brigadier-General Carnac, who was also going 
home. On the 29th of January, 1767, he left India, and with hia | 
departure ** closes the first, and not the least eventful epoch iu the 1 
History of the Bengal Army. 1 ' 
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Chapter II—179®'• 

Event* in India (fl ^-British India {Mitt)- Ben^i Infantry 

Bengal Army {Broome )- Mflitavy Regulations, IS *7— History of the Mato 
Army ( mtJ»)-G.G.O. and O.O.C.C.-Selections from Government Records, 
1772-17S5 (Fowst)— Hickey’s Garotte, i ?Sr>8i . 

In the year 1767, the only occurrence of note in Bengal was the 
despatch bv sea of a detachment from the First Brigade, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel William Smith, to assist the Government of-Fort 
St, George in the Northern Circars on the outbreak of the war with 
Haidar All. This force consisted of 350 European infantry, 50 
anillerymen (with five guns), and three Native battalions, viz., the 
3rd, 4th, and 13th, It remained on this service tor two years, during 
which Colonel Smith died and was succeeded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Peach of the 1st European Regiment. The 3rd Battalion, com¬ 
manded by Captain A. F. Achmuly, proceeded to Madras, and was 
actively employed under Brigadier-Genera! Joseph Smith, during t ic 
operations in the Ikramahal and Mysore, in 1768-69. The remain¬ 
der of the detachment landed at Masulipatam and marched into 
the Nizam's Dominions, and was instrumental in bringing the 
Nizam to submission and procuring the cession to the Company of 
the Northern Circars (February, 1768). In May and June. 1 768, the 
detachment was actively employed, in the districts of Chicaccle and 
Kirnedi, against an insurgent chief, named Narayan Deo, who was 
defeated near the fort of Jalumur on the 2.4th May, and ihat place 
itself was captured on the 30th of the same month. In 1769, the de¬ 
tachment (now completed by the junction of the 3rd Battalion) was 
actively employed in the Ganjam district, In the early part of 1770 
the whole of these troops returned to Bengal, a part by sea, but the 
greater portion by land, inarching through Cuttack. Of the former, 
the two grenadier companies of the 4th (or Gowan s) Battalion were 
lost at sea, the ship on winch they were embarked never having 
been heard of again,— an unfortunate occurrence which made a fatal 
impression on the mind of the Bengal sepoys in regard to sea 
voyages, and was afterwards a fruitful source of trouble. ^ 

TAbout this time the Santyasis, who are described by Williams as 
“religious plunderers” became very troublesome in Northern 
Bengal, moving about the country in large bands, plundering, 
burning,- and destroying. Some of the Targamia battalions were 
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employed against them, but with small success, as they almost 
invariably misbehaved when brought into contact with the enemy. 
It thus happened that no less than three detachments were disgrace¬ 
fully defeated and almost destroyed by these plunderers; one,under 
Lieutenant Keith at Kangpur, in January, 1770; a second, under 
Captain a Thomas, in December, 1772; and a third, under Captain 
Edwards, in March, 1773, In consequence of their misconduct, all 
the Parganna battalions, with the exception of die 24th, were broken 
up in 1773, three regular battalions employed 00 Parganna duty 
being at the same time returned to their respective brigades .^ ) 
Against these insurgents was engaged, lor the first time, the new 
native Body-Guard, called The Governor's troop of Moguls,” which 
brings us for the first time to a corps which survives at the present 
day It was raised and disciplined by Captain Sweoy Toone in 1773, 
| to act as a Body-Guard to the Governor-General in time of peace, 
1 and to accompany the Commander-iu-Chief on campaigns. It was 
commanded by a Captain, with a subaltern and four sergeants under 
him, and there were no Native officers. It served afterwards in the 
Rohilla campaign under Colonel Champion, 

In 1772 the Bhutiahs descended from their mountains and overran 
the province of Cooch-Behar. The 6th Battalion, under the command 
of Captain John Jones, was sent up from the Presidency to expel 
them, and was engaged in some arduous operatic n$* On the 21st 
December, Captain Jones stormed the fort of Cooch-Behar, not with¬ 
out considerable loss, he himself and Lieutenant Dickson being 
amongst the wounded. During the following months he succeeded 
in driving th^ Bhutiahs out of the province, and even carried the war 
into their own country, taking Dhalimkot by storm in April, 1773. 

About this time the number of subalterns in sopoy ba tin lions was 
increased by two, making a total of three Lieutenants and three 
Ensigns. The company colours were also abolished, and only two 
stand allowed to each battalion, as in the Company's European 
regiments, and all the tom-toms and trumpeters were dismissed, and 
fifes and drums substituted. 

Meanwhile, in 1771, the Emperor Shah Alam, notwithstanding the 
failure of his efforts to gain English aid, determined to march to 
Delhi, there to regain his father's throne t ‘he left Allahabad in 
December and placed himself under the protection of the Mahrattas, 
thereby, as the Conn of Directors declared, forfeiting his right to the 
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1 provinces of Allahabad and Korah, vdiich had been ceded to him by 
the English* Having entered Delhi in state, he found that bis tur u- 
lent supporters were eager only for fresh lands to plunder * the Ro ' a 
country was their first object of attack, and having forced their w.i> 
in, they overran a great part of Rohilkhand, and threatened die tern- 

j tory of the Nawab-Wazir'of Oudh. . 

Fearing an invasion of his own territories, the Nawa azir 
advanced to the frontiers of Oudh, with some British troops un « 
the command of Sir Robert Barker, then Commander-m-Unct* 

! Here he was visited by Safi % Kahfliat Khan, Chief of the RohiUaS* 

and in [une, 1773, a treaty was agreed upon between the Nawa - 

Wazir and Hafiz Rahmat Khan, in which the former undertook to 
drive the Mahrattas out of Rohilkhand, and to do so again if they 
invaded the country after the rainy season, in return for whic i t e 
Robbias promised to pay the Nawab-Wazir forty lakhs of 
The Mahrattas had in the meantime retired from Rohilkhand, tun 
hi November, 1773, they attempted a fresh invasion, which was 
defeated by the Oudh troops, aided by a British detachment. ^ a a 
Rahmat Khan, who, in order to avoid paying the subsidy of forty tafchs 
had entered into treacherous correspondence with the 1 Ul* 
now that their expulsion from Rohilkhand was accomplished, shuffl ,d 
and hesitated in making payment of the sum due under „ e ca D 

until at length the Nawab-Wazir determined to take possession 0 

the province as a recompense for the Rohdla breach ot jut 1* 
effect this he asked for British support and assistance, which, a xr 
some hesitation on the part of Warren Hastings, who had come out 
in 1772 as the first Gove root-Gen oral ? was conceded by t s ec 

Committee* - * t 

in January, 1774, therefore, the Second Brigade, under Colonel 
Champion, received orders to join the Nawab -Wazir, and marc he 
accordingly from Din a pore. The force was composed of the m 
Company of Artillery the “ Select Picket"* the 2nd European 
Regiment, a battalion of Sepoy Grenadiers (probably formed from 


« During the period from 1772 to 1775 there was a grent dearth of vacancies 
tn the commissioned ranks of the Bengal Army. Accordingly the gentlemen cadet* 
arriving from Europe were formed into a separate company, nod carried arms 
until vacancies occurred* This company was called {t The Select Picket, ^ an 
was posted on the right of the advanced guard ot the Army in the Held* sir demy 
White, Sk Gabriel Marti ndell, and other distinguished office^ carried arm?, as 
cadeU, in 4( Xhe Select Picket,/'—P, 
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the ffank companies of Lhe Native battalions of the brigade), and 
the 1st, 3 th, iotb, igth, 16th* 18th and 2nth Battalions of Bengal 
Native infantry. With these troops Colonel Champion, on the 24th 
February, joined the Nawab-Waair, and on the 17th April the united 
armies entered the Rohilla country. On the 23rd April the rival 
forces met in a pitched battle on the Baighul river, between Miranpur- 
Katra and Tissua, twenty-three miles to the south-east of Bareilly,— 
an engagement, from the day on which it was fought, long known 
as “ the battle of St. George, 1 ' In this the RohiHas were defeated, 
though they fought with great gallantry, and their brave leader Hafir: 
Rahmai Khan himself fell. No sooner was the fighting over than 
the Nawab's cavalry proceeded to plunder the Rohilk camp, in which 
they found much booty, and it was this that led our own troops to 
observe— 4i We have the honour of the day, and these banditti the 
profit/" The British losses were 39 killed and (including two 
officers) 93 wounded. The losses of the Nawab's troops amounted 
to 80 killed and 174 wounded. 


In 1775, the then Commander-it>Chisf f Sir John Ciavering, ordered 
a complete re-numbering of the sepoy battalions. There existed at this 
lime twenty-one regular battalions and one Faiganna Battalion 
(the 24th), and it was directed that all the regular battalions should 
be numbered consecutively by brigades, beginning with the First 
Brigade, which was to have the first seven numbers, down to the 
Third Brigade, which was to have the last seven : the 7th Battalion 
was made independent and localised'at Chittagong, while its place in 
the line was taken by the 24th, which then became the 14th. By 
this scheme the number of every battalion, except the 21st, was altered. 

On the 10th June, 1776, was fought the brilliant action of Korah. 
In the preceding month Liemenant-Colonel Parker had been detached 
F\ai Bclgram, in Otidh territory, with part of the 2nd Company 
of Artillery and the 15th and 16th Battalions of Native Infantry, to 
watch the motions of one Mahbub Khan, a disaffected officer in the 
service of the Nawab-Wazir, who was posted at Korah, about twenty- 
five miles below Cawnpore, with a force of seven battalions and nine¬ 
teen guns. It being an object to gain possession of these guns. 
Colonel Parker marched on Korah, and demanded their surrender, 
j Mahbub Khan himself was not present, but the demand was resisted 
by the next in command, upon which Colonel Parker moved forward 
to enforce it: a sharp conflict ensued, resulting in the complete 
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defeat and dispersion of Mahbub Khan's troops and the capture 
of the whole of his guns* The loss sustained by Colonel Parker's 
detachment is not recorded? but it appears to have been considerable : 
Captain Gravely, commanding the x^th Battalion, was dangerously 
wounded and subsequently died of his wounds ; Lieutenant Era trine,, 
of the 16th, was killed* In 1829, the two corps engaged (which 
had then become the late 1st and xoth Regiments of Bengal Native 
Infantry) received permission to inscribe** Kokah ” on their colours. 

The latter half of 1777 saw another important addition to the 
Native army. 

In 1776, the Nawab-Wazir of Ondh agreed to keep up a mixed 
force of all arms, which should be disciplined by British officers: in 
the following year, however, when the numbers agreed upon were not 
yet completed, and the troops were only partially disciplined and 
organised, a Minute of Council dated 4th August, 1777, ordered the 
transfer of the whole to the Company's service. The force at this 
time consisted of two regiments of cavalry, three companies oi 
golcnMz or native artillery (their first employment by the British) 



and nine battalions of infantry. 

The infantry battalions were brought down to the strength of 
those in the Company's service, were numbered from the 22nd to th^ 
50th, and three posted w each brigade. Of these only the 23rd, 26th. 
27th and 30th survived the re-organisation of 1796* becoming then 
respectively the znd Battalion of the 6th, the and of the 3rd, the 2nd of 
the 5th and the and of the 9th; the last-mentioned battalion still sur- 
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vives as the 1st Bengal Infantry* 

The two cavalry regiments were reduced to a strength of 400 men 
each, and with a third regiment, which was now raised, a brigade was 
formed under Colonel Stibbert, The new regiment wa* raised? as far 
as possible, on the silladar system, the men furnishing their own horses. 

Early in 1778, at the request of iHe Bombay Government, who were 
hard-pressed by the Mahrattas, six battalions of sepoys from the First 
Brigade (numbering 5,400 men), a regiment of Native cavalry (600 
strong), a company of Native artillery, and a bodyfgoo) of so-called 
** Kandahar Horse ,T were assembled at Cawnpore under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Matthew Leslie, and subsequently marched across India to the 


* The Native name? of these corps were, In 'j"der, Rajek-ki*paltan, Ung‘ki- 
paltan (Irani Captain George Young), BailU&'ki-paltan (from Captain, afterwards 
Lieutenant-General Sir Ewen Baillic), and Neekw-ki^paltan (from Captain Thotnr.s 
Nay!or),-P. 
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Bombay Presidency, where they served with distinction against the 
MahraUas until 1784, The battalions of infantry sent on this expe*- 
dition were the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5 th, 6th and 7th. 

1 he 41 Kandahar Horsewas a body of cavalry in the service of the 
Mawab-Wazir of Oudh, by whom they were lent to the Company for 
this service. They were entirely Pathans, and distinguished them¬ 
selves greatly during their service in the Bombay Presidency. 

To makeup for this loss of strength in Bengal, nine more battalions 
of infantry were raised during 1778; of these, the first three were 
raised at Ca wn pore in July, and were numbered from the 31 st to 
23rd; the next six, numbered from the 34EI1 to the 39th; were also 
raised in July, mostly about Benares, These latter were ordered to 
be raised at the expense of Chet Singh, Rajah of Benares. (G.OlC.G, 
15th, 26th and 30th July* 1778), Of these nine battalions only the 
32nd ‘and the 34th survived the re-organisation of 1796, wren''they 
became respectively the 2nd of the 2nd and the 2nd of the 8tb.* 

The force under Colonel Leslie commenced its march in the 
hottest month of the year, an urgent message having been received 
from Bombay desiring its immediate! despatch It crossed the Jumna 
at Kalpt on the 19th of May, not without opposition, and advanced 
as far as Chatarpur, in Btmdelkhand, Here Colonel Leslie re¬ 
mained for a month carrying on fruitless and unauthorised negoti¬ 
ations with the neighbouring rajahs; he subsequently moved on to 
Rajgarh, on the Kan River, and again halted ; so much, Indeed, 
did he delay that, after one or two warnings, orders were at 
length despatched by the Council directing his supersession and 
appeinring Colonel Goddard to command the expedition. However, 
on the 3rd October, before the arrival of this order, Colonel Leslie 
die&f During this detention, Colonel Goddard took the town of 
Man by storm, with a loss on oar side of 6 killed and 20 wounded, 
and frequent skirmishes took place with the Mahratta horsemen. 

On the Sth October, Goddard moved forward from the K3n, and 
after a frying march, during which the detachment was continually 
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* the Native names ot these two corps (Bvte*kb'paltan and Dabifaki+fittlizn) 
were derived from Captain Charles Bowie* and Captain William Davis.—P. 

t LieatenaiiMroloiiel Matthew Leslie had been tor many years an officer of the 
4Sih l otft* with which he served in North America during the Seven Years’ War, 
5 Assistant Quarter Master General of BraddocVs force in the disastrous 
expedition to Fort du Qnesne, and was wounded in the battle of the Monongahela 
jver (otb July, 175 S), in which Br&idmik himself fell. He was afterwards Assist¬ 
ant Quarter Master General of the tore-* which, under the Earl of Albemarle, 
besieged and captured the Havinjiah, in 1762.—P. 
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! harassed and annoyed by the enemy 's cavalry and rocketteers, reached 
Hoshangabad, on the Nsrbudda, on the ist December. Here he 
halted, awaiting orders from Calcutta, until the 16th January, 1779, 
when he again moved forward, and reached Burhanpur on the 


30th- At this place he was detained for a week by contradictory 
orders from the Government of Bombay* whose forces had during 
that month made an advance on Poona, been worsted, and compelled 
to agree to the disgraceful convention of Wargaum, one of the terms 
of which was that the force under Goddard should be sent back 
to Bengal* Having received accurate information regarding these 
events, Goddard, disregarding the convention, left Burhanpur on 
the 5th February, and directed bis course for Surat, where he arrived 
on the 35 th* At this place the force remained for the remainder of 
the year, white various negotiations with the Mahralta powers were 
being carried on, and during this period Goddard was granted the 
rank of Brigadier-General, and invested by the Supreme Council with 
certain political powers that rendered him, to a considerable extent, 
independent of the Government of Bombay. 


The negotiations with the Mahratta powers produced no result, 
and, on the ist January, 1780, Goddard once more took the field. 
Crossing the Tapir, he proceeded to the northward, and on the rgth 
captured Dabhoi after a trifling resistance* He next marched against 
Ahmedabad, which was, after a siege of five days, taken by storm on 
the i^th February, with a loss on our side of tqG killed and wounded, 
i including amongst the former Captain Gough, commanding the 51b 
Battalion, who fell in the breach. About the end of the month 
1 Goddard marched to the southward in pursuit of Sindhiaand Holkar r 
the two principal Manratia chiefs, who were ravaging the country 
near Baroda, and some fighting took place at Pawangarh on the 17th, 
1 3 th, and 19th March, but the enemy declined a decisive engagement, 
though they kept hovering round the British force. However, finding 
a favourable opportunity, Goddard succeeded in surprising Sindhia 
and Holkar before daylight on the morning of the 3rd April, captured 
their camp, and for the time dispersed their troops About the 
middle of May he was reinforced by a detachment from Madras, con¬ 
sisting of a company of artillery, with 4 six guns, a battalion of sepoys, 
and a battalion of the Madras European Regiment, and shortly after 
the advent of the rainy season necessitated the suspension of further 
operations* 
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In the meantime reinforcements for Goddard's army (a company 
of artillery and *,400 Native infantry drafts* organised in four batta* 
lions) had been prepared in Bengal and placed under the command 
ox Captain Popham, but at the last moment it was decided to employ 
them in creating a diversion on the Northern Mabratta borders. The 
energy of Captain Popham effected more than the most sanguine 
could have expected from so small a force ; for* having driven back a 
plundering horde of M ah rat t as from Cohad, he besieged and carried 
by assault ..the fortress of I^har on the 20th of April 1780 * But the 
most brilliant and unlooked-for success of this little army was that of 
the 3f(i of August, when he stormed and captured* almost without a 
shot being fired, the celebrated fortress of Gwalior, which had always 
been regarded as impregnable. 

On the termination of the rainy season, Goddard, who had been 
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Bombay Army,- once more 
took the field, but the campaign in the west of India opened under 
circumstances of great difficulty. Bombay was quite unable to sup- 
port the expense of the war, and even Bengal* whose efforts had been 
more limited, was at a loss for money; while the troops of Goddard's 
army were darn outing for the payment of their arrears, Madras, too, 
was in great straits by reason of the hostilities which had just com¬ 
menced with Haidar All* However, the first military event of the 
campaign was an important success,—namely, the surrender, on the 
1 nh December, after a month's siege, of the strong fortress of Bassein. 

About this time, Goddard, under the authority of the Council, pro¬ 
posed ter:ns of peace to the Mahrattas, but the latter knew very well 
the straits to which the English were reduced, and looked f or more 
advantage from a prosecution of hostilities than from any treaty which 
should terminate them ; they therefore treated all Goddard's overtures 
with silence and contempt. 

About the middle of January, 1781, Goddard captured the fort of 
Am a La* and this was followed, in February, by his forcing the Bhor 
.1 haul and advancing on Poona, a measure which he conceived 
womd prove more effectual in bringing the war to a conclusion than 
the reduction of the numerous forts scattered over the country. But 
,n this he com mitted a mistake: the force under his command 
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(ibout 6 ,qo0i of whom only 640 were Europeans) was not strong 
enough for the purpose, and in April he was forced bock and com¬ 
pelled to retreat down the Ghaut with heavy loss, not the least item 
of which was the fall of the gallant Lieutenant-Colonel Parker, who 
had commanded at the battle of Korah in 1776* He eventually retired 
to fcalyan, where he took up quarters for the monsoon. 

Towards the end of 1780, Major Popham was relieved in his 
command by Lieutenant-Colonel Camac* who brought considerable 
reinforcements with him. The force under Camac amounted to about 
5,000 men, and being intended for operations against Sindhia, it 
marched to the southward, took the fort of Sipri, and reached Sironj 
in February, 1781- 

Here he was greatly harassed by the enem)*, and his supplies 
being cut off, he was reduced to great distress and compelled to call 
for reinforcements. These were despatched under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Muir, but before they could arrive Caraac found 
himself under the necessity ol retreating. Plaiting at Mahatpur he was 
followed by Sindhia, of whom he finally relieved himself by a daring 
night attack (24th March), resulting in the total defeat of the enemy 
and the capture of all his guns, camp equipage, elephants, and stores. 

For some months longer the war languished, blit Sindhia wss 
beginning to desire an end of the contest; he received with favour over¬ 
tures which were made to him in August bv Colonel Muir, who was 
now in command, and at length in October a treaty was concluded* 
The news of this event decided, if it did not hasten, the Poona 
Government to come to an arrangement with the English ; and a 
cessation of hostilities was effected early in March, 1782. A treaty 
was concluded on the 17th of May, but it was not ratified until Febru¬ 
ary, 1783. The Bengal troops in the west of India returned to their 
own presidency by the route taken by them when proceeding towards 
Bombay in 1778, and reached Cuwnpore in April 1784, reduced in 
numbers to about half their original strength. Their services were 
warmly acknowledged in General Orders by the Governor-General, 
medals and other rewards were conferred upon the officers and men, 
and in 1829 the corps engaged in these operations, from T77S to 1784, 
were authorised to inscribe the word ft Guzfrat m on their colours.* 

* 3y some extraordinary mistake the Bcajjat European Regiment, which had 
absolutely no part in Genera! (oddard’s operations in the west of India, was 
included in the gr*nt fit this honour, and it is still borne Oti the colours of the 
Royal Munster Fusiliers. — f\ 
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Before detailing the ether operations of the Bengal army during the 
years 1781 and *783, it will be necessary to notice the great changes 
which, in the former year, took place in its constitution and numbers. 
In November, 1780, the four battalions of sepoy drafts which bad 
been under the command of Major Popham, and which had, later 
on, been re-organised in three battalions, were constituted regular 
battalions and numbered the 40th, 41st, and 42nd, and the command 
conferred, respectively, on Captains Ctode. M'Clary, and Bruce. Of 
the forty-two battalions of Bengal infantry now existing, the six in 
Bombay were regarded as not on the Bengal establishment, and the 
period of their return being quite indefinite, they were left outside 
of the new organisation now introduced. At the same time the 20th 
Battalion, which had exhibited a mutinous spirit in connection with the 
distribution of the prize taken on the occupation of Chandenugore, j 
when war with Franco broke out in 1778,, was broken up. This lefi , 
thirty-five battalions on the Bengal establishment- and these by j 
Minutes of Council dated 26th December, 1780, and G.O.C.G., dated j 
icth January, r78 t, were augmented to 1,000 rank and file each, and 
formed into thirty-five regiments of two battalions of 500 men each. 
The regime.Us so formed were each commanded by a Major Com¬ 
mandant, and each battalion by a Captain. Another regiment (the 
36th) was raised soon after at Berhampore, and the command given 
to Majo r J oh n Ful I arto n. 

At the same time the Bengal European infantry, which had, in 
1779, been formed mio three double battalion regiments, was once ! 
more re-organised in three regiments of a single battalion each. 

Shortly before these changes (G, 0 . C. C, 30th October, rySo) a i 
detachment, the command of which was conferred upon Colonel T, C. ! 
Pearse, of ihe Bengal Artillery, was ordered to assemble at Midnapore 
to proceed by land to Madras to the assistance of the army of that j 
Presidency, which was hard-pressed by Haidar Air, the ruler of My- ■ 
sore: at the same time, the Coromander-in-Chief, Sir Eyre Coote, j 
proceeded to Madras by sea, taking with him two companies of artii- j 
iery, with 63a kscars and 350 men of the 2nd Battalion of the 1st j 
Bengal European Regiment, The force under Colonel Pe&rse con* * 
sisted of one company of artillery, six companies of lascars, and five 1 
regiments of Bengal Native infantry completed to the new establish¬ 
ment, m.', the l ath, 13th, 24th, 25th, and 26th : the 20th had also 
been detailed for tills service, but, as already staled, this corps was 
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disbanded before the detachment marched. The detachment left 
Midnapore early in the year, but was much delayed on the march' 
especially at Ganjanu where it arrived towards the end of March and 
was detained by the violence of an infectious disease ; this, together 
with numerous desertions, considerably thinned the ranks of the 
battalions before a junction was effected with Sir Eyre Cootc and the 
Madras army, which was not accomplished until the 3rd of August, 
1781, at Fuiicat. At this place the detachment was broken up, and 
the several regiments distributed amongst the brigades of Cootes 
army, the orders with regard to which had been published as early 
as January, 1781. By this arrangement the iftth and 25 th were 
posted to the 2nd Brigade, commanded by Colonel Ross Lang; 
ihe 13th was in the 3rd Brigade, under Colonel Pause; the 24th 
was in the 4th Brigade, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Owen ; 
and the 26th in the 5th Brigade, of which the brigadier was Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel George Brown. This mixture of Bengal and Madras 
troops does not, however, seem to have answered well, judging 
from the following General Order, dated the 22nd September, 
iy8r 

“ The General is much concerned to have so many reports daily of 
disputes between the Bengal and Least sepoys, Bhe appellation 
< Bengalee ’ made use of by the Coast sepoys should be particularly 
explained to their men by the Officers Commanding the Bengal 
Native corps, as the general designation by which the sepoys of this 
gantry know those of ’the other establishment, and without attaching 
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to it the same meaning as it has in Bengal." 

Yet throughout the campaigns in the Carnatic, the Bengal troops 
acquitted themselves honourably. Prior to the arrival of Pearse's de¬ 
tachment! the Bengal troops which had accompanied Sir Eyre Coote to 
the coast had been engaged at the capture of Karanguli, the relief of 
Wandiwash, the attack on Chiiambram, and the great battle of Porto 
Novo, The first action in which they were engaged after the junc¬ 
tion of Beam's force was that fought on the 27th August at Pollilur, 
on the very ground on which Haidar Ali had, in the preceding year, 
cut off and destroyed Colonel Bailee's detachment. The position 
taken up by Haidar was a strong one, the advance against him being 
tendered peculiarly difficult by the number of water-courses which cut 
up the ground; the British force was indifferently handled, but even¬ 
tually the enemy was forced out of his position, and during the night 













BENGAL NATIVE ARMY, 


Sl 


Haidar retreated to Conjeveram, leaving the English masters of the 
field* On the 27th of the following month, Coate came up with 
Haidar at Sholingarh, and inflicted on him a severe defeat, the Bengal 
troops (especially the i gth Regiment) taking a prominent share in 
the victory* On the 33rd October, the grenadier company of the 
1 st Bengal European Regiment and the 24th Bengal Native infantry, 
forming part of a detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Owen, took 
part m an action near Virakandalar, On this occasion the grenadiers 
greatly distinguished themselves, re-capturing a gun which had fallen 
into the enemy's hands. In November, the army retired in the 
direction of Madras, and was cantoned at Poon&mallee. 
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In January, 1783, an advance was again made tov/ards Vellore, \ 17^ 

which was in need of provisions, and that place was relieved on the 
nth* Subsequently the Bengal troops took part in many important 
operations. In September of this year, Sir Eyre Coote went to Bengal 
on account of his failing health; he returned in the spring of 1783, 
but died at Madras (27th April 1783) before he could resume com¬ 
mand of the army, which was now he'd by Major-General Stuart.® 


Early in the summer of 1783, preparations were made for the 178$. 
recovery of Cuddalore, which had been taken in April, 1782, by the j Cud* a lore, . 
French, who had for some time been actively assisting Haidar AH : 
an attack was made on the 13th June, 1783? on the entrenched posi¬ 
tion held by the French outside the fort; from-various causes it was 
only partially successful, but it ended in che enemy abandoning their 
position and withdrawing into the fon. They made a vigorous sortie ! 
on the 24th, but were repulsed. The conduct on this occasion of the 
24th Bengal Native Infantry, under Captain Williamson, was very 
distinguished : they met the French with the bayonet, defeated them, 
and drove them out of the trenches, taking several prisoners, including 
the Chevalier de Damas, who led tbe attack, and Bernadotte, after¬ 
wards king of Sweden, then a sergeant in the French army.f Among 


* Major-General James Stuart of Torrance. This officer, when Lieutenant* 
Cobnel of the old goth Regiment, commanded the storming party at the capture 
of Fort Moro, Havannah, in 1702.—P. 

f In some places this exploit is ridiculously attributed to the late Bengal 
Native Infantry, a regiment which was at that time serving in the west of India 
under General Goddard* The error probably originated in the fact that the 24th 
Raiment was, under the re-beganimation of 1796* incorporated with the double* 
I VatuHon 7th Native Infantry, which afterwards, in % 824j became the late loth and 
jsth Native InFantry.—P. 
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the Bengal officers who were killed ciuting'the operations at Cuddalore 
were Captain Durey, 25th, and Lieutenant Grueber, 24th Regiment, 

The position oE the English was at this time very critical, dimi¬ 
nished as their forces were by casualties and disease. Fortunately 
at this juncture news was received of peace having been concluded 
between France and England, and hostilities ceased. A treaty with 
Tippoo (Haidar having died in December, 1782) followed in March 
17S4, 

Throughout this campaign the hardships of the army were great 
from the scarcity of money and supplies. The consequence was that 
desertions wore constant, and in this respect the Bengal troops* who 
were in a foreign country and therefore doubtless suffered more tha-i 
the Madras sepoys, unfortunately set a prominently bad example. 

On the 19th of April, 1784, the Bengal troops received orders to 
march for their own Presidency, where they arrived in January* 1785, 
reduced in numbers from over 5,000 to less than 3,coo men. The 
force was visited at Ghiretti by the Governor-General, and thanked 
in General Orders; honorary standards were granted to each batta¬ 
lion; subadars and jemadars received gold and silver medals, re¬ 
spectively, and non-fcommtssioned officers and sepoys similar medals 
of inferior value. In 3829, the surviving corps were authorised to 
inscribe u Carnatic’* on their colours. 



Revolt of the 
Rajah uf 
Settarcs. 


In Bengal itself the three years during which Colonel Pearses de¬ 
tachment was fighting in Madras had been comparatively uneventful 
ones from a military point of view. The only important event near 
the Presidency was the revolt of Chet Singh, the Rajah of Benares 
and its subsequent suppression by a force under Major Popham. As I 
has too often been the case in Indian history, the outbreak of the 
revolt was marked by circumstances of great barbarity. In conse¬ 
quence of continued signs of disaffection, orders were issued for the 
arrest of the Rajah in his palace at Benares ; this was effected on the 
morning of August 16th, 17S1, and he was left in the charge of j 
Lieutenant Stalker, 27th Native Infantry, under & guard, consisting 
of two companies of grenadiers of Major Popham’s regiment (the 
35th Native Infantry), commanded by Lieutenants Scott and Symes. 
Unfortunately, through some mistake, the party bad left camp in the 
morning without any ammunition. As soon as the omission was dis¬ 
covered, reinforcements were sent by Major Fophaim but before these 
could arrive, the two defenceless companies at the palace were attacked 
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% &hftfhitude of the Rajah’s followers and massacred, 
among the slain being Lieutenants Stalker, Scott, and Spines. The 
Rajah immediately fled to Latifpur, a strong fort belonging to him 
about ten miles south-east from Cbunar. On the 19th a consider¬ 
able body of his forces occupied Raranagar, on the right bank of the 
Ganges opposite Ben ares , and on the following day a rash and ill- 
judged attack was made on this place by some detachments under 
Captain May&ffre, of the Artillery, who paid for his foolhardiness with 
his life, Captain Doxat, commanding the company of <( Foreign 
Rangers," and a number of men being also killed. This defeat 
further inflamed the rebellion, and the Governor-General* *who was 
at Benares at the time, was obliged to retreat to Cbunar, Reinforce¬ 
ments, however, soon appeared on the scene and further operations 
followed, the regiments employed being the 1st Battalion of the 6lh, 
and the 7th, 19th, 30U1 and 35th, On September .4th, Captain Blair, 
with a detachment of 550 men and two guns, attacked the enemy at 
Patita seven miles from Chunar : the Rajah's troop* (4,300 men with 
six guns) fought with great steadiness, but an opportune and gallant 
attack made on their guns by the grenadier companies of the 33th 
compelled them tq retire with considerable loss, leaving four guns in 
the hands of the victors. Shortly after a combined attack on Patita 
and Latifpur, by two columns, was organised. Major Popharn com¬ 
manded the first of these columns and seized the fort of Patita after 
a faint resistance. Major Crabb, who comnianded.4he other column, 
experienced more opposition, A powerful body of the Rajah’s troops 
met him at Lora on the aoth September, but they were defeated after 
a sharp action and driven with loss through the pass of Sukmt to j 
Latifpnr, On hearing of this double disaster the Rajah fled to Bijai- 
garh, in the Kaimur Hills, which was his last resource; and the whole 
of his army dispersed. Major Fopham advanced rapidly on Bijai- 
garh, when the Rajah again fled, and the place was taken (ipth Nov¬ 
ember), and found to contain treasure to the amount of twenty-five 
lakhs of rupees, which was immediately distributed to the troops. 

We have now reached a period of several years' peace? during 
which the Bengal Army was reduced as much as possible, and every 
effort made to lessen the drain on the impoverished exchequer. 

As early as the middle of 1783, reductions had been made in , 
the arrav which remained in Bengal, In accordance with the Minutes | 
of Council of the 28th August, 1783, a general reduction of the army I 
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to peace establishment took place. Regiments or infantry were re¬ 
duced from 1,000 10 700 men, battalions being divided into hve 
companies of 70 men each. 

The firm point to be noticed in the changes which now took 
place is the further re-numbering of the infantry regiments. 

In 1782, the regiments of the line, exclusive of the six corps, in 
Bombay, were reduced to thirty-five in number by the mutiny of the 
-5 th (Major Popham’a) Regiment at Bertram pore This corps was 
ordered on service 10 the Northern Circars early in 178? ; but a 
rumour getting abroad that they would be sent by sea, the men 
refused to go 3 and declared that they would prevent the advanced 
party from marching. This was one of the results of the unhappy 
loss, at sea* in 1770, of the grenadier companies ol the then 4m 
Battalion, already mentioned. The. 4th, 15 th and 17 th Regiments 
at Barrackpore, which had also been ordered on this service, shared 
in a lesser degree in the insubordinate conduct of the 35th. fo r 
this offence two subadars and two sepoys were executed by being 
blown away from guns ? in accordance with the sentence of a court- 
martial, and the 35th Regiment was disbanded and “ dismissed the 
service ill a public and ignominious manner (G. 0 , C. C, 2Qth March, 
5782), The number of the disgraced regiment was given to the 36th. 

On the return of the Bombay detachment it became necessary to 
give the sis infantry battalions included in it places amongst the 
brigade regiments, ** In order to effect this without increase of the 
establishment, six of the present brigade regiments are to be re¬ 
duced, viz., the 33rd, 34*, and $$th (being the youngest regiments), 
and the 41b,* 15th, and 17th on account of their uusoldierlike conduct 
when ordered on service in March, 1782,”—(Minutes of Council, 19th 
January, f 784T The returned regiments were brought on to the estab¬ 
lishment with theT original numbers, and die thirty-five regiment* 
were accordingly numbered as follows 
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In the detachment 

i 

5 th 1 ... 

5 th 

In the detachment 




to Bombay. 
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1 to U ombay, 

and 


■jnd 

Ditto. 

Oth i ... 

6th 

Ditto. 

3rd 

lit 


. 

7 th j ... 

7th 

1 Ditto. 


* TKs wasthr celebrated Matthew^ki^alian, one of the mo s>t dicing wished 
com** of the Ben.g'al Native army, k wasin »7^*« had nerved with imirx 
distinction uqdcf'Adams and Muirm, especialiy at the battles of Ghcnah atm 
Butar*—F, 
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23 th 

20th 

30th 
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25 th 
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32 nd 
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34 th 

33 th 

3&th 

3/th 
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33 th 


27 th 
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Sth 

9th 
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35th 

26th 

27th 

? 8 th 

20th 


In the detachment 
to Madras. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 


30th 
31st 
32 nd 
33 r d 
34 th 


Now the 1 st Ben¬ 
gal infantry. 


3and . 35th 


I He history of the native cavalry during the preceding twenty years 
nad been a rather varied one, and requites some special notice. The 
three rtsaiahs of Clive's organisation of 1765 were not, as might 
have been expected, a very efficient force ; and they were criticised as 
follows, about 1770, by General Smith, the Commander-in-Chief, 
previous to his resigning his command :— 

l£ The black cavity are at present of no further use than to attend the 
Commander*! n-Chief and Colonels of Brigades, and are too inconsiderable 


Native 


Cavalry* 1^- 

1784* 


to be of service in time of war; for I know by experience k is impossible, 
from the viciousness of the horses, to discipline cavalry here to any tolcr* 
degree of perfection* and castrating the horses ruins their spirit. * *, 
On the commencement of a war, the best cavalry In [ndustan may be 
procured within six weeks, either Duran nees, Tartars* Persians, or Mahrat- 
tas. . ...Subalterns at present command the three troops and enjoy the 
emoluments of them, which, to ere t her with the clothing, is said to amount to 
Uttic Jess than K20,ooo a year. 


In consequence, apparently, of these strictures, the wliole body of 
cavalry was disbanded in 1772, and not a single mounted man re¬ 
mained in the service of the Company in Bengal. However, in the 
oil on mg > ear, 1773* the Body-Guard was raised, and in 1776 
the Nawab-Wazir agreed to keep up a contingent of six cavalry 
legiments, officered by Englishmen, and did actually raise two, 
which were transferred to the Company in the following year; and 
these, with a third, raised at that time, were formed into a brigade 
unde* Colonel Stibbert. One of these regiments has been mentioned 
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as forming part of Colonel Goddard's detachment, employed against 
the Mahrattaa in the west of India* The other two were now (Minute 
of Council, 5th May, 1783) entirely reduced, the horses sold, and the 
men discharged, except such as might be selected for infantry service. 

On the return of the Bombay detachment, we find the order re¬ 
corded (Minute of Council, 19th January, 1784) that “the two risa- 
labs’* of cavalry included* in that force are to be retained in the 
Company's service for the present. This, apparently, refers to the 
regiment of Bengal native cavalry and the Kandahar Horse* 

In the course of the following year, a considerable further reduction 
was made in the infantry, the 31st, 32nd, 33rd, 34th and 35th Reg, 
merits being reduced and also several of the then existing independ¬ 
ent (*>„ local) corps,—(Minutes of Council, dated the 27th Janu¬ 
ary and 13th February, 1785)* 

This was followed, in 1786, by the disbanding of the Chittagong 
Independent Regiment (Minutes of Council, dated the 22nd 
March, The disbandment of the Ramgarh Light Infantry was 

also ordered, but before it ebb Id be carried into execution, a letter 
arrived from Europe which led to the retention of the regiment. 
By theS&tne Minutes of Council the double battalion organisation 
was abandoned, an J the Native infantry was re-organised in thirty 
single battalion regiments of ten companies ,each, stylei “batta¬ 
lions," These arrangements had not yet been completely carried 
into effect when the letter mentioned above (dated 3 tst September, 
1785) arrived from the Court of Directors ordering the adoption 
of a somewhat similar measure and directing in addition that the 
existing Native infantry was to be reorganised in 36 battalions, each 
of a strength of 640 natives of all ranks, with 10 European officers 
and 8 European Sergeants,—(Minutes of Council, 32nd May, 1786), 
This was done; the Ramgarh Light infantry was brought into the 
line as the 31st Battalion/the 32nd Battalion was formed of drafts 
from four battalions at Fatehgaxh, the 33rd and 34th by drafts 
from seven battalions at Cawnpore and Fatehgarh, the 35th by drafts 
from four battalions at Chunar, and the 36th by drafts from seven 
battalions at Barrackpore, Dacca, and Midnapore, and from the 
Ramgarh Light Infantry,—(G- 0 * C. C, iSth May, ry86). The five 
regiments famed from drafts were popularly known as the “Chari 


■ In. 1796 this bp-UaJion became the 2nd of the 4th- Its native designation 
(Cfwta Cravtfer-d-ki-patian) ivas derived from Captain James Cr&v ford* junior*—P* 
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Four Friends/' in allusion, it is said, to the supposition 
formed from drafts of four regimen* 

Ihe single battalion regiments now foi 
80 all ranks* and the peace establishment iur 
was fixed (Minutes of Council, 22nd May, 1786) as follows :■— 


1 


3 battalions uf European artillery. 

6 Ditto ditto infantry. 

troops of Native cavalry. 

36 battalions oE Native infantry . 

30 companies of lascars. 

1 corps of engineers (consisting of 22 officers cnfyb 


The amy was divided into sue brigades of sepoy regiments, with 
0110 European battalion in each. 

The two existing risalahs of cavalry were reduced to troops of So | 
each of all ranks, and stationed one at Cawnpore, the other at Fateh- 
Lrarh. This order, however, only remained In force for one year, 
when each troop was augmented by one native officer and 53 men,— 
(Minutes of Council, and July and G. O. C. C,» 21st October, 1787), 
Towards the end of the year a further augmentation was made, 
each corps being formed intq a regiment of three troops, each troop 
consisting of one British and two native officers and 55 men. These 
corps were now designated ** the ist and and Regiments of Cavalry/ 
and a captain was appointed to the command of each,—(Minutes j 
of Council 7U1 December, and G, O. C. C., 14th December, 1787,) 

Some short noLice is here necessary also of the artillery, in which 
the changes since r777 had been frequent. In that year, it will be 
remembered* the first companies of Golandaz were received into the 
Company's service from that of the Nawab-Waiir of Oudh. Therr 
strength was three British and four Native officers, three British and 
sixteen Native non-commissioned officers and 80 men to each com¬ 
pany, while the whole three were commanded by a major (Patrick 
Duff), with a staff of an adjutant, a quarter-master and a sergeant-major. 
Si a companies of iascars were attached to each Golandaz company. 
In 177S, on the advice of Colonel Pearse, three battalions of Golandaz 
were raised, fhe men for them, besides two of the existing companies, 
being selected from the companies of lascars. The third original 
Golandaz company had meanwhile accompanied Brigadier-General 
Goddard's expedition to the we&t of India. Tfr e artillery wa^ now 
formed into a separate brigade of one European and three Native 
battalions. Notwithstanding the success of this experiment and 
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the efficiency of the native artillery so formed, the Golandaz batta¬ 
lions were reduced in 1779, and the old system of lascars revived r 
and, though a company was raised from the old material to 
accompany Colonel Pcarse to Madras in 1780, yet, in 1784-85, 
both this company and the one which had rendered such excel¬ 
lent service with Brigadier-General Goddard in the west of India 
were reduced. 

In 1787, Lord Cornwallis (who came out as Governor-General 
and Commander-in-Chief in September, 1786) inspected all the 
* corps of the army, and placed on record that he “viewed with no 
j less admiration than astonishment the very high military condition 
| and proficiency of the Native corps in Bengal/ 1 

Of the interior economy, etc., of corps, the following details are 
| gleaned from General Orders and other sources. The recruiting 
giound for the infantry at this time, and for many subsequent years, 
was principally about the Ganges in Bihar and Oudb. A general 
officer, writing tn 1809,* says:— 

During the last forty years the Native army has been almost entirely 
recruited from the countries extending on both sides of the Ganges, from 
Patna or Dinapore up to Anoopsheher and Rohilcund. The tract 
which has furnished the greatest number of recruits for the Native infan- 
. try in that period is included between the Ganges and the Gogra, from 
thi: junction of these rivers near Manjee to Shahjehanpore, on the 
eastern confines of Rohileund, The zemindars throughout this tract 
are almost entirely Bramins and Rajpoots, and are a brave, manly race 
of people/* 

The establishment of a Native infantry battalion by the organisa¬ 
tion of 1786 was as follows :— 


Staff. 


Nob- 

effectiv*. 


Canttimtldanl. 

Adjutant. 

Surgeon Assistant 
Black doctor. 

■Sergeant-Major, 
Quarternnaste: Sergeant. 
Drill Havildar 
Drill Naik. 

Drum and Fife Major. 


Two companies of grenadiers and six 
hat 1 a I io n co m pa n ies of t He f oU o wi ng 
strength 

7 Subaltern. 

1 Sergeant, 
j Subadar, 

7 jemadar. 

4 Havildars, 

4 Naiks. 

1 Drum, 
j Fife. 

6S Privates. 

The old appointment of Native Commandant was abolished in 
' 178i> and the pay of battalions was drawn in one abstract bv the 


* East Lidia U. S. journal, July 783.;. p* 15. 













com sanding officer, and ordered to be issued to the men in the 
presence of company commanders. 

Ina General Order dated 18th July, 1778, wt find, with reference 
to the training of the men, that ten rounds of ammunition are to 
be allowed per man yearly for musketry practice: “the targets 
are to be mstdfc of painted canvas, and a butt of earth erected 
behind them to preserve the balls/' 

In the cavalry, at the same time, the stall allowance for Held officers, 
for horses and regimental furniture, is fixed at RiS°» & n d for captains 
and for subalterns at R1 00. And a little later (G. O. C > C*, 9th N oven> 


her, 17S0), commanding officers cu the native cavalry regiments are 
directed to send to the Presidency one dafadar and twelve troopers) 
to be instructed in military riding, training, and breaking horses* 

!n 1787, a scale of camp equipage was laid down, that for a sepoy 
battalion being as follows:—7 marquees for the officers and surgeons, 

3 private tents for the sergeants aud quarter guard, it bell tents 
(probably for the sepoys' arms, who at this time had no shelter for i 
themselves), and $ necessary tents. 

The Bengal army continued on a peace establishment until the out- 
break of the Mysore War in 1790, the only important event in the! 
meantime being die despatch in 1789 of a detachment of Native 
infantry to re-infoice the Company's settlement at Fort Marlborough, 
Bencoolen, on the north-west coast of Sumatra, where disturbances 
were threatened* One object held in view by Lord Cornwallis in de¬ 
spatching these troops was to overcome the aversion of the Bengal 
sepoys to service beyond sea, against which the disaster of 1770, 
already related, had deeply prejudiced them. Volunteers were called 
for from the 1st, 30th, and 32nd Battalions, and a bounty of Rio per j 
man was offered* The detachment (of tlie strength of four com¬ 
panies) was completed in a few days, notwithstanding that two auba- 
dais of the 3znd tried to deter the men from volunteering, for which 
offence they were publicly discharged from the service with Ignominy* 
The promised bounty was paid to the volunteers before they started, 
and not a single desertion occurred* On the voyage every care was 
taken of the men, but during theii stay at Bencoolen they suffered 
much from sickness, and many deaths occurred* The detachment 


ii„ 


I?'*-.-!. 


Detachment to- 
aeuco^iti*. 


returned to Calcutta in December* 

In order that the narrative of the war in Mysore may not be in- ) ot> 

terrupted, it is convenient to mention in this place that in January, 1 Malacca* 











i 179 * two companies of the 30th Battalion were detached on service 
| to Prince of Wales 1 Island (Penang)* In the following April these 
■ companies were employed in some operations in Quedah territory, 

, 011 tKe of Malacca, opposite Penang, and Lieutenant Thomas 
Williamson, who commanded them, was wounded in action at Point 


The Mysore 
Wat, 

Deapatcl: of a 
Wee, 1730* 


Pm Fort on the 12th of that month* 

Ihe outbreak of war with Tippoo Sultan in the beginning of 1790, 
and the necessity of affording aid to the Madras Presidency, led to 
the augmentation of Bengal infantry battalions to ten companies and 
the addition of a dafadar and 20 troopers to each troop of cavalry 
(Minutes of Council, 1st February, 1790), Lord Cornwall^ who was 
determined to prosecute the war in the most vigorous manner, gave 
orders on the same date for the formation of a detachment for ser¬ 



vice in the Carnatic: this consisted of the 76th Foot and six battalions 
of Bengal native infantry, vi^ the 3rd, 7th, t$th , 14th, >6th, and 
28th (completed to ten companies each by drafts from the dth, <jth, 
■ 20th, 23rd, 33rd, and 35th Battalions), with the 2nd Battalion of 
: Artillery and twel ve companies of lascars, the whole under the com¬ 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell, Quarter-master General of the 
Army in Bengal. The detachment (except the 76th Foot and pari of 
the artillery, which went by sea) marched to Midnap ore, and thence 
10 the southern bank of the Subanrika River, in three divisions, and 
proceeding onwards on the 22nd March, *790, arrived a* Conje- 
veram on the iat August, where it joined a force called 11 the Centre 
Army under the command of Colonel Kelly of the Madras Army* 
It was inspected by that officer on the 4th of August and compli¬ 
mented on its appearance and on the small diminution in its num¬ 
bers which had occurred during the long march from Bengal. It is 
certain, however, that numerous desertions did take place, for special 
General Orders on the subject were published on the 12th April and 
the 29th June: in the latter we find the following;—“The Com- 
I mander-ifi- Chief ha: observed that by far tne greatest number of 
) men who have deserted from Lieutenant-Colonel* CockerciI!s de- 
J iachment are natives of Oudh and the countries beyond Benares, 

I An experience so unquestionable must satisfy every person that 
: whatever advantages such men may possess in point of height and 
j appearance, they arc by no means so fit for soldiers in the Company's 
1 service as the natives of our own provinces. It is therefore directed 
j that commanding officers of battalions of sepoys do receive as few 
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men as possible from the countries to the west of Benares, hut till 
up a ii vacancies in these battalions, us far as may be practicable, with 
natives of the Company’s provinces; and that battalion which is 
composed of the greatest number of men of the latter description 
will, in the estimation of the Comma:',der-in-Chief, be the most use¬ 
ful corps and the most to be relied on,’' 

On this expedition the authorities, mindful of the disturbances 
which had occurred eight years before, brigaded the Bengal troops 
separately from the Madras sepoys. The 3rd, 13th, and 26th Batta¬ 
lions formed, with the 74th (Highland) Regiment, the 1st Brigade 
of the Centre Army, under Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, 74th; the 
7th, j4th, and 35th’Battalions, with the 76th Foot, formed the and 
Brigade, under Lieulenant-Coionel Cockerell. 

tittle was effected during the remainder of 1790, and the Centre 
Army was not engaged with the enemy, except in a few trifling skir¬ 
mishes. 

At the end of the year Lord Cornwallis, being dissatisfied with, the 
result of the campaign, determined to take the field in person, and 
at, the same time re-inforce the army in the field inches Carnatic 
with additional troops from Bengal. In G. O. C. C., dated 8th 
November, 1790, the 1st Regiment of Bengal Cavalry was ordered to 
be made up to six troops of regulation stiength by drafts from the 
and Regiment, and to go by sea to Madras; and, at the same time, 
a volunteer force of 1,400 sepoys was called for, who were also to 
accompany the Comm under-in-Chief to Madras by sea. More than 
the required number volunteered, and proceeded to Madras, wheie 
on arrival they were formed (G. 0 . by Earl Cornwallis, dated 3rd 
February, 1791) into two battalions, the 1st and 2nd Battalions of 
Bengal Volunteers, the command of which was conferred upon 
Captains Thomas Welsh and Henry Hyndman, A reinforcement 
of 50 artillerymen also proceeded to Madras. It does not appear 
how the Bengal cavalry were employed, but they were probably used 
merely us a Body-Guard by Lord Cornwallis. They returned to 
Bengal in the autumn of 1791- 

On the 29th of January Lord Cornwallis assumed command oi the 
troops In the field, at Vellout, and having determined to carry the 
war into the enemy's country and assail Seringapatam, he moved 
forward on the 5th February. Ascending the Mugli Bass without 
opposition, and capturing the forts of Koiar and Uskata. he 
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advanced on Bangalore* before which fortress he arrived on the 5th of 
March* On the following day a cavalry action took place, in which 
the British, who were at first successful, pushed their pursuit too far T 
and* becoming entangled in a country inter seeled with ravines, were 
driven back in confusion with a loss of 20 killed, 48 wounded, 
and 3 missing, Lieutenant-Colonel Floyd* commanding the cavalry, 
being amongst the badly wounded. 

On the 7th t h&peliah tor walled town) of Bangalore was carried by 
assault by a detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell, con¬ 
sisting of His Majesty's 36th, the 26th Bengal Battalion, a detachment 
of artillery, and some pioneers, supported by the 76th Foot, the 3rd 
Bengal Battalion and the 1st Bengal Volunteers. Later on the same 
day an attempt was made by Tippoo to recover the place, but this 
was perceived in time by Cornwallis, who re-inf orced the troops 
in the town with the 76th, which had been withdrawn in the course 
of the morning, and the enemy were driven back after severe fighting. 
The British loss on this occasion was 131 killed and wounded, out 
of which the Bengal battalions had 3 killed and 18 wounded ; the 
loss of the enemy was abouL 2,000, 

The siege of Bangalore fort was now prosecuted with as much 
vigour as possible,but under great difficulties, as the besiegers were 
constantly threatened by the whole of the enemy's very superior force. 
The assault was delivered on the night of the 2 ist of March, the 7th and 
a6lh Bengal Battalions forming pan of the storming party: it proved 
completely successful, though this fortunate result would have been 
less assured but for the hesitation and timidity of Tippoo. Hundreds 
of the enemy wi^re killed, while our loss amounted to only 17 killed 
and 86 wounded, of which the share of the Bengal battalions was 3 
killed and 15 wounded. The total British loss before Bangalore was 
tao kiMed, 305 wounded, and 8 missing,—433 in alb 

Having effected a junction with the Nizam's cavalry, amounting 10 
10,000 men, in April, Lord Cornwallis made preparations for the 
siege of Seringapatam, and marched towards that place on the 3rd 
of May. On the 13th he received information that Tippoo, with his 
whole army, was encamped in a formidable position at Arikera, 
eight miles from Seringapatam ; and determined, by making a night 
march, to surprise him, if possible, turn his left flank, and cut him 00 
from hi* capital* This plan was frustrated bv a violent storm during 
the night, which impeded the march of the troops; but Lord Com- 
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now 


wallis persevered, and at day break attacked Tippoo, who had 
changed Jus front and assumed a fresh position. A severe engage¬ 
ment ensued, ending in the complete defeat of the enemy, who were 
driven under the walls of Seringa pa tarn. The Bengal troops engaged 
in this action M r ere the and Battalion'of artillery, the 7U1, 13th, 14th, 

36th and 28th Battalions of Native Infantry, the 1st Volunteer Bat¬ 
talion, ami Lord Cornwallis' guard, which was probably a detach¬ 
ment from the 1st Regiment of Bengal Cavalry, Their casualties* 
out of a total of 426, amounted to 36 killed (including Ensign Rpss 
and Subadar Tahir Muhammad, 13th Battalion, and Jemadar Dharu 
Singh, 26th Battalion), 141 wounded (including five British officers, 
of whom one, Lieutenant Duncan Macpherson, of the Artillery, died), I 
and 3 missing,—making 180 in aSL 

On the iBthLord Cornwallis moved to Kaniyambadi, eight miles to 
the west of Seringa pat am, in order to facilitate a junction with Major- 
General Abercromby*and a force from Bomba/, which had advanced 
over the Ghats from Malabar and was now at Periapatam, about forty 
miles to the west of Seri ngapatam, Owing, however, toihe mortality 
amongst the draught cattle, the complete failure of supplies, and the 
incessant bad weather, combined with the non-arrival of a Mahratta 
army which was t6 have co-operated with him, Lord Cornwallis 
found it impossible to prosecute the siege of Seringapatam at this 
juncture, and determined to retire* He accordingly directed Major- 
General Abercroraby to retrace his steps to the Malabar coast, and 
after halting a few days to cover that officer's retrograde move¬ 
ment. he burst all his heavy guns, destroyed the stores for which 
carriage could not be found, and, on the 26th May, began his retreat: 
towards Bangalore. The day he was joined by the long ex- | 

peeled Mahratta army, 40,000 strong, accompanied by two Bombay 
battalions under Captain Little, which had been engaged at the siege 
of.Dharwar, The earlier arrival ol this force would have completely 
changed the course of events, but the activity of the enemy's horse had 
prevented all intelligence of its approach reaching Lord Cornwallis, 
and thus rendered nugatory his successes up to this period. The 
destruction of the siege train and stores made an immediate return .j 
to Seringapatam impossible; the retirement was therefore continued, 
and Bangalore was reached on the nth July. 

While the preparation of a fresh siege train and other arrangements Reduction 
for a renewed attack on Seringapatam were in progress, a part of the 

Major-General Robert Abercromby, a younger brother of the rcle» ! 
mated bar KUph Abefcromby, who fell id Egypt in iHtoi, lie died in 1S37,—P, 
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army w&s employed in reducing Tippoo's hill forts. Of these, the 
first to offer any considerable resistance, was Nandidrog, built on 
the summit of a hill about 1,700 feet high, with precipitous and, 
except in one place, inaccessible sides, which rises sheer from the 
plaiiij about twenty-eight miles north of Bangalore. The village at the 
foot of the hill was taken on the 22nd of September, and the fort itself 
was carried with but small loss on the 17th of October. The 13th 
Bengal Battalion took part in the siege* and its flank companies were 
engaged in the assault. 

On the 31st of October the 7th Bengal Battalion was present at 
the storming of Penagra, in the Baramahal, with a, detached force 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell; and on the Sth November it 
took part in the unsuccessful assault of Kistnngheri, when Lieu¬ 
tenant Ed ward Bird was severely wounded. The 3rd, 13th, 14th, 
26th, and 3Sfch Battalions took part in the operations before Savan- 
drug in December, but not in the assault, R&mgiri and Shivanagiu 
surrendered to a detachment under Captain Welsh, which included 
die 28th Bengal Battalion, On the 24th oi December the strong fort 
j of Utradrug was stormed by a parly consisting of the light infantry 
companies of the 5 2nd and 72nd Foot, and the 26th Bengal Battalion- 

In the autumn of this year ibe battalions stationed at Barrackporc, 
Berhavnpore and Dinap ore were called upon (G, 0 *C,C, 9th August, 
t 79*) furnish another body of S50 volunteers far service in the 
Carnatic, These were quickly forthcoming ; they were despatched 
by sea to Madras in September, 1791, and on arrival in Mysore 
the men were distributed to fill vacancies in the eight Bengal battalions 
then with Lord Cornwallis. Auhc same time twenty subaltern oncers 
were sent from Bengal for service with these battalions, and a large 
number of lascars were also despatched. 

Towards the end of January, 1792, the confederated armies were 
assembled near Huliadrug, about forty miles south-west of Bangalore, 
and thence, on the 1st of February, they inarched for Sermgapatam. 
The strength of the British forces was— 

Artillery ( 1,345 European* and 3 >07 7 Natives) „ , 4 f J^ 

Engineers (including 21 Native*) * 4* 

Pioneers , . . . f *1049 

British cavalry {one regiment).404 

Native cavalry (two regiments and two bodyguards) . 70= 

British infantry (seven battalions; * . 4.4S2 

Native infantry (seventeen battalions) , ! *1,133 

Total , 27,033 

ibe ordnance (including the siege tiain) amounted to 86 pieces. The NiiamN 
and the Mahr&Ua armies (18,000 and i^,wo strong, respectively) constated entirely 
of horse. 
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Of the Bengal troops* the 3rd, 13th and 26th Battalions and the 2nd 
Battalion of Volunteers formed the 3rd Brigade under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cockerell, while the 7th, 14th and 28U1 Battalions composed 
the 4th Brigade nndei Major George Russell of the Bengal Infantry* 

On the 5th of February the army arrived within six miles of Serin, 
gapatam and encamped under cover of the Kapilair Hills. The 
whole of Tippoo's army was' posted In an enclosed and strongly 
fortified camp on the north bank of the Kaveri* The enclosure 
was an irregular triangle in shape, about three miles in length and 
about 3,ooc yards broad at the base, which was towards the west* 
The whole was surrounded by a strong hedge of prickly pear, except 
towards the river; a large redoubt called the Idgah stood at the 
north-west angle ; the apex of the triangle was iknked and protected 
by the defences of a rocky eminence known as Karighat hill, while 
the centre of the camp was strengthened by a double line of re¬ 
doubts, Immediately behind the camp was the island in the Kaveri 
on which stood the fort and town of Seringapatam. 

After carefully reconnoitring die enemy’s position Lord Corn¬ 
wallis decided on making an immediate attempt on Tippoo's camp 
without waiting for the arrival of the Bombay force, which had again 
ascended the Western Ghats, and was once more moving on Seringa¬ 
patam. The attack was made in three colu mns on the night of the 6th 
of February, the 3rd Brigade forming part of the Right Column under 
Major-General Medows, and the 4th being included in the Centre 
Column under Lord Cornwallis himself. As is not unusual in night 
assaults, much confusion prevailed* and at one period the attacking 
forces were perilously near to repulse, but in the end the operations 
were completely successful, and our forces were firmly established in 
the position from which they had expelled the enemy* To enter a 
little into detail, the Right Column carried the Idgah redoubt, and 
then moved down to the extreme left and reached Karighat hilt. Part 
of the Centre Column, after forcing their way through the enemy's 
camp, crossed the fiver and made good their position in the island, 
capturing several batteries which lined the bank; another portion, with 
which was the 14th Bengal Battalion, seized one of the large redoubts 
in the camp, while the remainder, with which was Lord Cornwallis 
hhnself, was hotly engaged with a large force of the enemy, and on 
the repulse of the tatter withdrew towards Karighat hill, and even¬ 
tually joined the Right Column, which had wandered off in that 
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direction in the dark, afteT the capture of the Idgah Redoubt. The 
fie ft Column, under the command of LieutenanbColonc! Maxwell, 
74th Highlanders, carried the defences of the Karighat hill without 
much opposition, forced its way into the entrenched camp, and 
eventually followed the lead of the Centre Column across the river. 

Throughout the 7th the enemy, who were still m possession of 
several redoubts within the camp, made strenuous efforts to dislodge 
the British from the positions they had gained, but in vain; and during 
the night they abandoned the camp, and retired across the river into 
the fortress of Seringapatara. 

The loss of the British in the twenty-four hours' fighting was 108 
killed, 383 wounded, and 44 missing, making a total of 535; of this 
number, 28 of the killed, 101 of the wounded, and ir of the missing, 
140 in all, belonged to the Bengal troops Lord Cornwallis was 
slightly wounded, and Captain John Archdeacon, commanding the 
14th Bengal Battalion, Lieutenant-Fireworker Alexander Buchan, 
Bengal Artillery, and lieutenant Patrick Stewart, Bengal Engineers, 
were amongst the killed. The loss of the enemy was enormous: the 
killed alone were estimated at 4,000, and with wounded, prisoners and 
deserters the total loss was probably not less than 20,000. Seventy- 
six pieces of cannon were taken in the camp and on the island,* 

On the 16th of February, Major-General Abercromby arrived with 
die Bombay force (about 6,000 strong, consisting of four British and 
seven Native battalions, with a proportion of artillery), and on the 
19th he crossed the river and took up a position south-west of 
the fort with three British and six Native battalions. 

After several unsuccessful attempts to dislodge the detachments on 
the island, and a sharp attack on the Bombay troops on the 22nd 
February, in which the latter sustained casualties to the extent oE 
1^4 killed and wounded, Tippoo expressed a desire to treat. Hostili¬ 
ties ceased on the 24th of February, and peace was concluded on 
the rSth of March. By this treaty the Company acquired a great 
accession of territory, while large portions were ceded to the Nizam 
uid Mahrattas: an indemnity of three crores and thirty lakhs was 
paid by Tippoo, and a grant from this, added to the prize-money of 
the campaign, together with a gratuity from the Court of Directors, 

* These figures are taken from Lrrd Cornwallis* despatch, published in the 
Lt:d*n Ga**Ut of the 2nd July They differ somewhat from the figures 

given by Dirom and other writers,—P. 
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produced a substantial sum for all ranks* The lollo’wing were the 
amounts received by the Native ranks Subadar £27 1 Jemadar I 
/i 3 i6,t„ Havildar /Ti i6r. id,, other ranks /j i8r. id. 

The Array marched from Seringapatam tm the e6th March, anti m 
j u ly the Bengal detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell en-' 
camped at Ncllore. It marched for its own presidency about the end 
of September, having received the thanks of the Madras Government 
for its services. Its orderly conduct or the march through t ie 
Northern Circars was brought to the special notice of the Governor- 
General, by whom the men were thanked on their arrival at Calcutta, 
(G. O. C. C„ 3rd January, 1793)- Honorary standards were granted 
to each battalion, and medals conferred on the Native portion ot the 
troops who had served In Mysore, and in 1S29 the service was further 
commemorated by the grant ot permission to the surviving corps to 
inscribe “ Mysore ” on their colours. The men of the two volunteer 
battalions returned to their respective regiments. „ , 

The close of the war was marked by the reduction ot the strength 
of Bengal infantry battalions to the peace establishment of eight 
companies of 68 men each. The ,st Regiment of Nattve Cavalry 
had previously (G, O. C. C„ 13th January, 1792) been reduced to its 


former strength of three troops. 

Early in 1793, at the request of the reigning Rajah, a detachment, 
consisting of fifteen companies of infantry, amongst which were the 
16th Battalion and a detachment of the 2 7th, was despatched under 
Captain Thomas Welsh to Assam, where it was engaged in the 
suppression of disturbances raised by a powerful body of rebels, 
who had all but overturned the Rajah’s authority and had actually 
captured his capital, Gauhati. The rebels were routed and Gauhati 
recovered without difficulty, but the disturbances did notecase until 
the following year, and in a skirmish with some of the insurgents, 
in April. 1794, Lieutenant W. Cresswell, of the 27th Battalion, was 
killed. The troops were withdrawn from Assam in July, 1794* a,ld 
the country soon relapsed into a state of anarchy, 

(^Enrly in 1794, a threatened incursion by the Burmese from 
Arafan, into the British province of Chittagong, necessitated the 
assembly of a small force to protect the frontier. The 3rd Euro- 
pean Battalion, the 34th Native Battalion, and a detachment of 
‘artillery, the whole under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Erskine, were on the frontier for sometime, but no hostilities took 
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place, and the troops were withdrawn in June* Xhu* was the first 
occasion on which we came into contact with BurmaO 

Sir Robert Abercromby succeeded Lord Cornwallis as Command* 
er-in-Chief in October, 1793* during his tour of inspection in 
the following year disturbances broke out in the State of Rampur, m 
Rohiikhand, caused by disputes regarding the succession*. The 
Commander-in Chief took the field in person at the head of an army 
composed of two weak regiments of cavalry, a proportion of artillery, 
the and European Battalion, and ten battalions of sepoys, the isi, 
6th, iolh, nth, rjth, 14th, iSth, 20th, 21st and 32nd* The infantry 
was divided into two brigades and a reserve, commanded, respec¬ 
tively, by Lieutenant-Colonel C. Ware, Lieutenant-Col one I J. Mac 
Cowan, and Colonel G. Burrmgton, Marching towards Ram pur, 
Sir Robert met the Rohiila chiefs on the 26th of October at the 
village of Bitaurah, nine miles to ihe north-west of Bareilly.* The 
enemy were strongly posted and concealed by jungle in front and on 
both flanks, and as they occupied a very extended front, the reserve 
was brought up to prolong our line to the right, the cavalry being 
also brought into line on the' right of the whole. The enemy 
advanced to the attack, and our troops were fast closing with them, 
when, owing to some misapprehension of orders, the cavalry made a 
faulty movement, got into disorder, and exposed themselves to be 
charged in flank by the RohilJa horse; completely routed, the two 
regiments fled in confusion, breaking through and disordering the 
13th Battalion in their flight. The enemy's infantry followed up the 
charge of their cavalry, and in the hand-to-hand conflict that ensued, 
the right of the British line suffered most severely, every officer in 
the 13th being killed or wounded; however, the centre and left 
stood firm, and eventually the RohilSas were repulsed and put to 
flight. The loss sustained by the British Army on this occasion was 
very severe, being 352 killed (including 13 officers), 282 wounded 
(including 1 3 officers, one mortally), and 6 missing* making a total 
of 640. The officers killed were Colonel Burringron, commanding 
the Reserve ; Captain Mordaunt, Lieutenant Baker and Lieutenant- 
Fireworker Tilfer, <if the Artillery; Captain Mawbey and Lieuten¬ 
ant Birch, of the 2nd European Battalion ; Captain Made ad, 


‘ U is e^nerally opposed a at the battle of Bitaurah and the battle of 3 f. 
George (see p ;jq> were fought on the ?ame or nearly thw same ground. This, how¬ 
ever, is an error. The two battle‘fields are '.hirty-fcwo miles a(jart, one tying to the 
south-east and the other to the north-west of the city of Bareilly.—P* 










Lieutenants Hincksm&n, Odell, Plumer and Richardson, of the 13th 
M Battalion; and Major Colton and Lieutenant Gumming, of the 18th 
Battalion. Lieutenant Wells, Brigade-Major, died of his wounds* 

Alter the battle the Rohillas retired towards the hills, whither Sir 
Robert Abercrpmby followed them, and eventually prevailed on them 
to lay down their arms*. 

A court of inquiry was afterwards held to investigate the conduct 
of the cavalry, and from the evidence recorded Sir Robert Aher- 
cromby arrived at the conclusion that the two regiments had not been 
guilty of any misconduct. The trial of the officer who commanded 
the cavalry on this occasion (Captain Richard Ramsay) was ordered 
in January, 179s, but he absconded rather than stand the ordeal * 

"in 1795, to provide for the requirements of provincial garrison 
work, orders were given (Minutes of Council, roth July, 1795) for 
the raising of two new corps. Of these, the first was the Marine 
I Battalion. %hich was formed by Captain E. Hamilton for duty at 
Bentoofen in Sumatra, Penang, and the Andaman Islands; it con¬ 
sisted of twelve companies of too privates each, and was officered 
bv a captain and eight subalterns* The second new corps was the 
Ramgarh Provincial Battalion, raised by Captain Richard Macan for 
duty on the Ramgarh frontier, and intended to replace the old 
\ feamgarh Light Infantry, which had been brought into the line in 17S6 : 

\ x was formed on the same establishment as the regular battalions 

At the same time (Minutes of Council, roth July, 1795) * corps 
j of militia was raised at the Presidency for local guard and detach¬ 
ment duties* It was placed under the Orders of the Town Major, 
and consisted at first of eight companies of 90 men; later it was 
j | increased to sixteen companies of 100 men each, and was found mosi 
; useful in relieving the regular troops of garrison duties in time of 
war. This corps was brought into the line in iS6i 5 and is now the | 
j 18th Bengal Infantry, 

A few months later an unfortunate affair occurred which resulted “jgg "f tb- 
l m the disbandment of the 1 $th Battalion, a corps raised nearly thirty 1 Batson 
Years before by Sir Robert Barker, and which had served with 
credit against the Mahrattas under Lieutenant-Colonel Camac. At 
j the end of 1795 the Government contemplated sending a detachment 

* Captain Ram afterwarrds entered the French service, and served under j 

Napoieon as a commissariat officer,—F* 
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to Malacca, and called lor volunteers for that service ; the 15th (tbeh 
stationed at Midmpore) immediately requested that they might be 
sent, and were consequently complimented by Government for their 
zeal. At the last momenf, however, apparently repenting of then 
determination* they refused to go* and broke into open mutiny in 
their lines. The 39th Battalion, then al the same station, was, sent 
with its field pieces to restore order, and, after first being fired on ^3 
the mutineers, dispersed them with a, few shots. For ibis sellout 
offence the battalion was ordered (Minutes of Council, 26th October 
1795) to be disbanded with ignominy and its colours burned; while 
Captain Ludovic Grant, the commanding officer* to whom no blame 
was imputed, was directed to raise a new’ corps immediately, which 
was numbered the 37th* 

Towards the end of 1795, in cor.sequence of disturbances in the 
Nizams dominions, a detachment of four battalions (the 4th, nth, 
31st and 34th) was placed under orders, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Erskrne, for service in the Northern Cirears, but 
was countermanded early in 1796, after some of the troops had 
readied Midmpore On their way to the southward. The 9th* and 
34th Battalions were afterwards for some months on service at Toinar. 

On the 2nd of June, 1796, a G. O, C. C, was issued publishing 
Minutes of Council, dated the 30th May, 179^ which introduced £■ 
complete re-organisation of the Bengal Army, by which one-third o 
the battalions of Native infantry disappeared entirely, while another 
third lost their independent existence and became second battalions 
of the remainder. The establishment was fixed, by this order, as 
follows^ , 

European artillery * . 3 battalions of 5 companies feacb. 

European infantry * . 3 regiments oE 10 companies each. 

Regular Native cavalry • 4 regiments of 6 troops each. 

Native infantry . .12 regiments of 2 battalions each. 


Native 

cavalry. 


Although the establishment of cavalry ordered was four regiments, 
yet as Lhe two existing regiments, which were to be converted from 
irregular to regular corps, were at present of only half the requisite 
strength, it was directed dial these should first be raised to six troops, 
and that the two new regiments should not be formed until further 
orders* Eventuullv the 3rd Regiment \*a,s raised at Uinapore tinder 
lhe direction of Lieutenant-Colonel S, Black (G. O f C. C, 3rd Novem¬ 
ber, 1796), and the 4th atMoneahhy Captain ], P.Bigot (Minutes of 
Council, 20th February. 1797 ; G, 0 ,CC„ 15th March, 1797)- The 
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whole '-Sour regiments, when completed, were commanded by a 
Colonel Commandant; each regiment was commanded by a field 
totTicer and consisted of— 


Stuff. 

I Adjutant, 
i Quarter-mas ter. 

1 Pay-master, 
i Surgeon's Mate* 

I Sergeant Major, 
i Quarter-master Sergeant, 
i Drill Havildar, 
f DriSi Naik, 
i Trumpet Major. 

I Native Doctor* 


2 Captains 

i Captain-Lieutenant 
6 Lieutenants, 

3 Cornets. 

3 Sergeants, 

6 Subadars. 

6 jemadars, 

iS HavIldars. 

18 Naiks* 
f> Trumpeters, 

420 Troopers. 

On the completion of the cavalry brigade the command of the 
►vhole was given to Major-General E, Rawstornc, and then for the 
first time the Native cavalry was separated from the infantry and 
declared a distinct service, its officers being promoted "on a general 
cavalry listj—(Minutes of Council, 29th Mav, 1797; G O.C.C., 2nd 
June, 179 7 ) 

As regards the Native infantry, the following table will show how 
die thirty-six battalions were disposed of in forming twelve double 
battalion regim ents according to the new organisation 

Formed from the 
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In carrying out these arrangements, the authorities, appear to j 
have been guided in some degree by considerations of convenience, 
retaining or breaking up battalions according to the accidents of their 
position or stations at the moment. Thus it happened that several fine 
old corps were broken up and ceased to exist as distinct bodies; and 
this was especially to be deplored in the cases of such battalions 
as the 18th, Morgan-ki-paUan, a corps which had long been one of 
the most distinguished in the service, the 24th, whose splendid con- 
duct a\ Cuddalore had conferred tasting honour on the Bengal Native 
infantry, and the 26 th and 28th, which had rendered distinguished 
service in the last campaign in Mysore. By a strange coincidence, too, 
the oldest battalion in the Bengal Army, the old “ Lai Paltan ” 
(Gillis-ki.PoIian), raised by Clive in 1757, became, by this organ!* 
sation, the 2nd Battalion of the 12th, the junior battalion of the line. 

Each of the new regiments was of the following strength 


Stag, 


! Adjutant and Quarter-master 
(for the ResU&ent). 


1 Colonel Commandant, 



2 Adjutants (one For each bait**" 
lion). 


2 Majors, 

7 Captains* 

1 ^ . _ T 


i Pa}'-mas ter. 

1 Sergeant Major* 
i Quarter-master Sergeant, 
I Drum Major. 

1 Fife Major. 

2 DiiH Haviklars, 

2 Drill Naiks. 

1 Surgeon. 

1 Surgeon's Mato. 

2 Native Doctors. 


t CaptaimLieutenantr 
22 Lieutenants. 
iq Ensigns. 


2 Sergeants* 

20 Subadars, 
go Jemadars. 

100 Havildars, 
too Naites, 

40 Drummers and Fifers, 
1,600 Sepoys. 


The above were sab-divtded into two battalions, each consisting of 
two grenadier and eight battalion companies. 

Promotions of British officers were made regimentally tip to, and 
including, the rank of Major, The office of Native Adjutant was 
abolished. The promotions in Native ranks were ordered to be 
published in Regimental Orders, recommendations for non-commis¬ 
sioned ranks being Lent to the commandant by.officers command¬ 
ing companies; those for commissioned ranks by officers command¬ 
ing battalions. The payment of the men was entrusted to company 
commander^ and monthly muster-rolls, pay-abstracts, and acquittance 
rolls were introduced for the first time. The enlistment of recruits 
{Minutes of Council, Sth August, 1796) was vested in commanding 
officers of battalions, subject to the approval of the command 
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im of the regiment; the standard of height for infantry was fixed as | 
over 5' 6", and that of age between sixteen and thirty years* and, as 
f far as possible, only natives of the Company's provinces were to be 
1 entertained* The of enlistment was three years, after which | 
} period soldiers could claim their discharge on two months* notice* 

I except in time of war. Recruits were ordered to be a worn in after 
nearing certain of the articles of war* and an order was about the 
) iame time issued fG* 0 , C. C*> and June, 1796) that the articles should 

I 'jse read monthly on regimental parades : a revised translation of the 
same was prepared for that purpose- By G* 0 . C. C*, 10th June, 1796, 
the dress of British officers and non-commissioned officers was 
ordered to be jackets, with round black hats, and the facings of the 
twelve regiments of the line were also laid down,—those of the isL 
3rd, 5th and 6th to be yellow, of the 2nd, yth, 8th and 9th white* and 

i of the 4th, roth* i ith and 12th buff* 

\ These important changes form a notable epoch in the interior 
f history of the Bengal Army* The preceding forty years had seen 
ithe rise of the force from a small handful of men employed in emer- 
Mgency as a tentative measure to a large, well-equipped* and well- 
| disciplined army, constituting the greater port ion of the British strength 
in Bengal But the history of those years is only indirectly the history 

I I of the present Bengal army ; only three of the corps which existed in 
,1796 (the 1st and iSth Bengal Infantry and the Body-Guard) survive 
; to the present time* With the struggles for existence of the old 

powers of India which opened with the new century commences also 
! another chapter of Bengal Military History* and one in which the 
army of 10-day is more directly concerned* 
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Chapter III— {179?—1814.) ^ 

K*cttti \n hulU {Hough }-* liritlab ludla (JtiK and Bengalinfantry pKWIia3JW)*-P'ini- 

Uty lUg illations, 1S1 /—Madras Army East India United Service JdL ima]— 

Memoirs erf ihe War in India (TWu)—FoJftic&l History of India (Mttftfm)'—G* G*'0, 
and G, O, C. C. 

The closing years of the eighteenth century were peaceful ones in 
Bengal, but the rapidly Increasing influence of the British In the 
North-West, and the responsibilities which it involved, together with 
indications that yet another struggle was at hand in Southern India, 
soon afforded proof that the strength of the Army, as fixed by the 
re-organization arrangements of 179(1, was insufficient, and that 
further additions must be made. 

Early in 1797 a detachment, consisting of thL 3rd Company of the 
ist Battalion of Artillery and the 4th and 10th Regiments of Native 
infantry (each augmented to a strength of 1,800 pri vates), the whole 
under the command of Major-General Erskioe, was despatched to 
! the southward to relieve the Madras troops in Gan jam and at Hyder¬ 
abad, which were urgently required elsewhere, The roth Regiment 
and the artillery, under Major Hyndman, proceeded to Hyderabad 
while Major-General Erskine with the 4th marched to Chicacolc 
whence this regiment was re-called to Bengal early in the following 
year. The detachment at Hyderabad , having been joined in October 
1798 by a force of 4,350 men from the Madras army, under Colonel 
George Roberts, shared, on the 22nd of the month, in the important 
service Of disarming and reducing a force of about 14,000 men 
(officered and disciplined by Frenchmen) which had been formed 
for the Nizam’s service by the well-known M. Raymond* and which 
would, it Was feared, be tampered with by their countrymen in the 
service of Tippoo Sultan in case of renewed hostilities with the latter. 

Fhe work of disarming was effected by Colonel Roberts with much 
judgment and without bloodshed. 

About the Lime that Major-General Erskine's detachment marched * 
for the Madras Presidency, the authorities In Bengal were startled 
with the intelligence that Shah Znrnan of Kabul had entered the 
Punjab, and that an invasion of our North-Western Provinces was 
imminent. All native corps were in consequence augmented, and 
such troops as could be collected immediately took the field under 
(ifie command of Major-General Charles Morgan, Shah Zamaii, 
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j however, did not push his advance beyond Lahore, and soon after re¬ 
tired across the Indus, when the British troops returned to their stations, 
* This event and the necessity of providing for the security of our 
northern frontier led to the addition of two regiments of native 
'infantry to the strength of the Bengal Army in 1797. In G. O. C, C„ 
dated the 14th November, orders for the immediate raising of these 
■ orps were issued, the 13th Regiment to be formed at Benares and the 
i4th at Dinapore and Buxar. In the following year, on Shah Zaman 
renewing his invasion (when a large force was assembled at Anup- 
ihahr, under Major-General Craig, for the protection of the British 
irovinces), further additions were made. In G. 0 . C. C, 15th Sep¬ 
tember, 1798, was published the Government Order (dated the 31st 
{August, 1798) defecting tbe formation of an additional regiment of 
■Native Infantry to be numbered the 15th. The 1 st Battalion was 
[formed at Buxar, and the 2nd at Sasaram. The 2nd Battalion of this 
corps is now the 2nd (Queen's Own) Bengal (Light) Infantry, Rather 
less than three months lalfr orders were issued (Minutes of Council, 

' i2th November, 1798 ; G. O. C. C., 30th November, and 5th Decem- 
1 her, 179S) for the formation of two more regiments. Of these, the 
S16th was raised (rst Battalion) at Jaunpur, and (2nd Battalion) at 
■ Baragaon: both these battalions have survived to the present day, 
'and are now the 3rd and 4th Bengal Infantry. The 17th Regiment 
' was raised at Gaya (1st Battalion) and Dinapore (2nd Battalion), 
The 13th, 14th and 17th were ordered to wear yellow facings, the 
15th buff, and the s 6th white.* 


* The Native names of these ten Imitations were a* follow: — 

in Batt&lkm rjrh*— From Lie tituiant-Co lose! (afterward* Lieutenant* 

General) Peregrine Pcrweil,, vtlio was sppoiuttM to *tic command iti ijg^ L 
jmA BaU&l}mT3th 9 —$artd*ft*kUf Alton.—train Major latter wards Lieutenant-General) 
Sir Gabriel Marttndell, who was appointed to tbe carp.* in November 179^, 
nt Hatuition rjih,—Stvpfwmki'Paltiat .—Prom Major (Sifurwarft* Lietitenaot-Gemaal) 
Hugh Stafford, who was ^pointed to the regiment on its formation, 
ind Battalion i/ih,-~Cull£jijun-ki* rattan.—Prom Major (afterwards Major-General) 
Daniel Cooynghant, Who was appointed to tile regiment cm its formation. 
in Battallm x$ih 9 --M*kdwTt'kbP*Uafi r ^'&toiR Colonel (afterwards UtufonantrGtMrtil) 
Sir John Macdooadd, who was appointed to the command of the regiment on ns 
formation. 

j na Bottetim rjf/i,—JSfiMHt-ii-Pdfidtfi.— Fraro Major (afterwards Lieiitcnant-GciieraQ Si*’ «’ 
George S. Browne, who was appointed to the battalion in 1798. 
nt Battalion rdlH,— Gjt r i r iO'tl*Pa}tev.~ F&iti Major (afterwards L Scutes if- Colon el) : 
John Guthrie, who was appointed fo the battalion on it* formation, and was mortally 1 
wounded before the fort of Thatttah in September, 1&03* thtr first fight in which the 
battalion was engaged, 

ind Battalion iClk^MMtorfckUPaUm^Ffm LfonttmaokCoioiicI John Hilliard, who 
was appointed to the battalion oti its formation. 
nt atftaiiq* rftfh—Rraitjhii^j^i-FalmfU—Frcm Major (afterward* General) 
Bradshaw', who vvas pasted to the battalion on its formation* 
wnd Battalion Fatten.—From Lleutcnatit-GoJond (afterWard* Colonel) 

James NoKe, who was posted ro the battalion in January, ijpij.—P ( 
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Shortly after these additions had been made to the Bengal Army, 
the Government of India found themselves once more involved in 
hosti iities with the Ruler of Mysore. Si nee the termination of the war ( 
in lyg^Tippoo Saltans ruling idea had been to avenge his defeat 
and recover the territory he had lost, and with this object in view he 
had for some time been engaged in intrigues with the French 
Government at the Mauritius, hoping with the aid of that nation, 
who were then at war with England, to regain his position and expel 
the English from Southern India. These intrigues had early 
attracted the attention of the Earl of Mornington (afterwards the 
M&iquis We lies ley I, who had come out as Governor-General in 1798* 
and who fully recognized the danger to which they exposed British 
interests. A peaceful solution of the difficulty failed, owing to the 
obstinacy and duplicity of Tippoo, and early in 1799 it became 
necessary to take up amis. On war being declared, the 10th Bengal 
Infantry and the detachment of Bengal Artillery marched from 
Hyderabad with the rest of the troops there, and at Anxbur, on the 
14th of February, joined the force there assembled for the invasion 
of Mysoteunder the command of Lieutenant-General George Hards, 
The Army was also joined by three more companies of Bengal 
Artillery, and by a body of 3,000 Bengal sepoys, volunteers from 
every regiment of Bengal Native Infantry then existing, except the 
[ loth, who bad been formed (Minutes of Council, 39th October, 1798) 

I into three battalions, the command of which! respectively, was con- 
j ferred upon Captains John Malcolm, James Tetley, and Littellus 
. Burrell ; these Lroops had proceeded to Madras by sea under the 
command of Major-General Popham, who in the subsequent opera- 
, tions commanded the left wing of the Army. 

These Bengal troops took an active part in the operations result* 
mg in the conquest of Mysore, The two battalions of the 10th 
Native Infantry were engaged in the skirmish at M a lave 111 , 27th 
March 17991 and had three men wounded* In the siege and capture 
of Seringapatam all five battalions of Bengal Native Infantry were 
actively employed, and sustained a loss of 19 men killed, one officer 
(Lieutenant G* H. Fagan, 3rd Volunteer Battalion) and 49 men 
wounded, and 26 men missing. The Bengal Artillery had C killed 
. an ^ “Z wounded, including LieutenanuColonel E. Montagu, who 
j died of his wounds* In the storming of the place on the 4th 
I of May, 1799, the ten Bank companies of these battalions formed 













part of the left column of attack mider Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlop, 
77th Foot, and sustained a loss of 4 men killed, 10 wounded, and one 
mjping, The Native infantry corps were subsequently accorded 
permission to inscribe the word ,f Serinoapatam 1 on their colours. 
After the fall of Sermgapatam, the Bengal detachment was employed 
und tx Colonel the Bturtle A. Wellesley (afterwards the celebrated 
Duke of Wellington) in subduing refractory chiefs in the country on 
ihe northern frontier of Mysore, The whole returned to Bengal by 
land at the end of the year, arriving at the Presidency in May, iSoo* 
1 Here they were complimented by the Governor-General, and all 
ranks received medals and prize money ^JThe three Volunteer Bat¬ 
talions were formed (Minutes of Council? 29th May, 1800, and G; O, 
C, C„ 3rd and 4th June, iSog) into two regiments of the line, which 
were numbered the iSth and 19th, These corps were ordered to 
wear yellow facings, and in order that their honourable origin might be 
lastingly commemorated, they were directed to bear in the upper 
canton of their regimental colours an embroidered radiant star, 
encircled by,the words 'Bengal Volunteers/* In the supplement to 
Williams 1 Bhtory of the Bengal Native infantry it is stated that the 
19th wore .f* a feather in their caps (turbans) as a badge of their 
honorable origin as Volunteers/’ and that “ the iSth declined the 
option of doing so likewise/'* j 

The same General Ordersjiitfected the formation of two additional 
regiments of cavalry, to be numbered the 5th and 6th, Both were 
raised at Gh&zipur. Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Wharton was 
appointed to the command of the 5th, and Lieutenant-Colonel j. P. 
Bigot, to that of the 6th* These regiments were directed to wear, 
respectively, buff and orange facings* 

In Northern India* during these years, nothing of much importance 
occurred, with the exception of the advance of Shah Z&man (already 
mentioned) and the disturbances caused by Wazir Alt, Ex-Nawab 
of Oudh, This miscreant, after his deposition, had been detained 



* The native name* i>f these corp* were as follow 

tsl Jiattiiltoiij9th,—&lAfkum*&trPaftifn,~-FrQta Captain (afterward*) Major) John Mat* 
coim* *|*o commanded the ist Volunteer IJattaiion, from which this corps 
fanned, 

jrid Badalit/n Barrel'k^P^kan^ Pron 1 . Captain (afterwards Major^Gcneral) 

LittetSos Barrel\„ vvho cc m mstided ihc 3rd Vohintcer batiaHoc. from the r(gfat wia£ 
of which this corps was formed. 

tit Jtatfafcjt 19th,YHtitiie-ki*Pfil!an.-~ Froi^ Captain (afterwards Co Lend) limes 
TtUey, who commanded the iaA Volunteer Battalion, from which tbit oorps was 
formed, 

Jui MiitiaUon jQih i —Mnfal*ki‘-Polian.*~Yu'*in Captain Burrell named above, This 
torps waa loraied f-jio the left wiiig of the 3rd Volunteer Battalion.—1\ 
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for some time at Benai es, at which place, on arrangements being 
made for his removal lo Calcutta, he broke out into open revolt 
(14th January, 1799), murdered Mr. Cherry, the British Resident, 
and others, killed Captain Conway, 'i-2nd Native Infantry, and 
made off to Bhutwal, where he was joined by numbers of dis¬ 
affected persons,. Subsequently, finding himself at the head of several 
thousand men, he made his way into Gorakhpur and the eastern 
districts of Oudh, and it became necessary to send troops against 
him. Several skirmishes occurred, and being invariably worsted, his 
followers soon deserted him. He then took refuge with one of the 
Mahratta chiefs, who eventually delivered him up, on the condition of 
. his life being spared. He was removed to Calcutta in tSoo, arc! kept 
j in dose confinement until his death, which occurred in March, 1S17, 
^hsi Ei:vptiaii | in February 1S01, an expeditionary force was despatched by Lord 
ta*f. Bdlt1ont ; Wellesley to Egypt to co-operate with the British army sent there 
under Sir Ralph Abercromby, for the expulsion of the French* 
This expedition had originally been organized for the conquest of 
Java and the Mauritius, but under orders from England it was diverted 
to Egypt. The event is specially remarkable as being the first 
instance of Indian troops being employed out of Asia. The 
| force despatched was upwards of 5,000 strong, and included an 
experimental troop of horse artillery commanded by Captain 
Clements Brown, a detachment of foot artillery under Captain- 
Lieu tenant William Fleming, and a battalion of native infantry 
volunteers commanded by Major E. S. Broughton, 2nd European 
Regiment; the force was commanded by Major-General David Baird - 
Under the original project, the Bengal detachment sailed from Cal¬ 
cutta in November, 1800, for Trincomalee, in Ceylon, whence, on 
the direction of the expedition being changed, they proceeded to 
Bombay, where they joined the main expeditionary force. Many 
difficulties were met with ; two transports were lost in the Red Sea, 
and others were damaged : eventually, it was found impossible, owing 
to adverse winds, to proceed up to Suez, as had been intended, and 
the force landed at KoSseir in detachments at various periods in 
May and June. From this place a long and toilsome inarch was 
performed across the desert to Keneh ; thence the force marched 
down the left bank of the Nile to Girgeh, from which place the men 
were conveyed down the river in boats to Cairo , arriving there on the 
I 7th August, On the 28th they again embarked, and, as Walsh 
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records, “aided by the extreme rapidity of the current/ 7 reached 
Rosetta on the 31st* Alexandria, ho wever, the last stronghold of the 
French in Egypt, had already capitulated; the Indian detachment 
thus lost the chance of taking a pari in the fighting, and could only 
join the British army of occupation. During their stay in Egypt the 
smartness and high state of discipline of the Indian contingent ex¬ 
cited genera! admiration and astonishment. The troops returned to 
India in July and August, 1802. Medals were given to all ranks 
employed on the expedition, in recognition of their services and of 
the hardships they had undergone, although they had seen no actual 
fighting. 

Eadr in 1801, Lieutenant-General Gerard Lake succeeded Sir 
Alured Clarke as Comraanderdn-CbieL He arrived at Fort William 
and assumed the command on the 13th March, 

In this year a small expedition, which included a detachment of the 
Bengal Marine Battalion, was despatched against Tcrnate, one of the 
Dutch Spice Islands, The fart and island surrendered on the 2 j at oi 
June, after considerable resistance. In the same }'ear both battalions 
of the 6ih Regiment were employed tinder Lieutenant Colonel 
Marley in suppressing disturbances in Cumsur, in the vicinity of 
Ganjam. 

In tSox, a regular system of light infantry training was intro¬ 
duced for the first time in the Bengal Army, This e xcellent change 
was due to Major-General the Hon'ble F, St. John, who caused ten 
men to be selected from each company o£ all corps under his 
command, and trained as light infantry. The men so selected 
remained on the strength of their several companies, unless required 
to act separately as light infantry, when they formed an independent 
company. 

In July of the same year orders were issued that two six-pounder 
field pieces called “galloper guns’ 1 were to be attached to each 
regiment of cavalry. On the formation of a native horse artillery, m 
1817, the men who had worked these guns were drafted into that 
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corps. 

Six months later (G.G.C.C,, uth February, 1803) all recruiting 
was stopped, and the strength of battalions of native infantry re- 
| duced to 800 privates- On the return of the Egyptian detachment, 
a still further reduction of ten men per company, />., to 700 privates 
per battalion, was ordered (G.O.CXL 8th July, iSos). 
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Some changes were made in i8q 2 in the dress and equipment 
of havildars of native infantry who were directed (G.O.C.C*, ^oih 
September, 1802} to cany pikes and swords in future, instead of 
muskets. They were also ordered to wear pantaloons and sashes 
and were assimilated as much as possible to European sergeants, 
instead qf being* as hitherto, included in the rank and die. 

In May. 1802, an important change was made in the constitution 
of the Marine Battalion, which was now (G,GX>„ 6th May; G.O. 
GC„ 30th May, 1803) formed mlo a regiment of jwo battalions, 
each consisting of iq companies of go privates. I he officers of the 
lately reduced md European Regiment were appointed en bloc 
to the Marine Regiment, the head-quarters of which were fixed at 
Barrack pore. 

About the same period (G.G.O., 3 ist ^P n l i G.O.UC*, 1st 
May, 1802) it was ordered that the Govem 0 r*General ;3 Body-Guard 
should in future be composed, on a peace establishment, of a detail 
of men and horses borne in equal proportions on the establishment 
of the sevpjal regiments of native cavalry of the Bengal and Madras 
Presidencies, and to make room for the Body-Guard men on those 
establishments, 20 troopers were discharged from each regiment. 
The strength of Lhe Body-Guard was laid down at 4 subadars, 13 
jemadars, 16 havildare, 16 naicks, and 340 troopers. 

In the same year, 1802, the Bengal Cavalry assembled for tho 
first time at a camp-of-exercise; this was held by orders of the 
Comm and er-m-Chief at Kanauj, and ail the British and Native cavalry, 
except the 3rd Native Regiment, were ordered to aliend there, 
(G, 0 ,C.C., soih September, 1802), The camp was under Colonel St. 
Leger, 27th Light Dragoons, and was visited early in 1803 by the 
Commanderdn-Chief, who subsequently issued an order coropIL 
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men ting the native regiments on them appearance and on the im¬ 
provement which was observable in their efficiency* 

Towards the end of 1802 began what was called the ‘ Mud War/ 1 
by which term the operations attending the reduction of certain mud 
forts in the Jumna Doab were long known* Some of the zemindars 
of this pan of the country, which had recently been csdedtothe 
Company by the Nawab-Wazir, reluctant to pay their assessments of 
revenue, had for some time been in a state of semi-rebellion, and 
on e of them, Rajah Bhagwant Singh, who owned the two mud forts 
of Sasni and Bijaigarh, became so defiant that it became necessary 








to coerce him. Accordingly, on the 12th of December, a consider¬ 
able force,, under Lieutenant-Colonel Blair, took up a position before 
Sasni. This force consisted of four troops of the 3rd Native Cavalry, 
four battalions of Native Infantry (the 1st of the 2nd, 1st of the 8th, 
2nd of the 12th, and 1st of the 15th Regiment), and some artillery. 
To this the 6th Native Cavalry was shortly after added. After neatly 
three weeks' siege operations, d tiring which the garrison made two I 
ineffectual sorties, at> assault was attempted on the 14th of January, 
1803, but owing to the depth of the fort ditch having been inaccu¬ 
rately calculated, and the scaling ladders proving too short, it failed , 

1 and the storming party was withdrawn after sustaining a loss of 10 
killed (including Captain Morrison, s-tzth Native Infantry) and 29 
wounded. On the :6th, the 4th Native Cavalry joined the"force be¬ 
fore Sasni, which was further strengthened a few days later by the 
. arrival of the 27th Light Dragoons, five companies of the 76th Foot, 
the 2nd Battalion of the 15th Native Infantry, and two companies of 
the 2-8th Native Infantry; and at the same time Major-General the 
Hon'ble F. St. John arrived and took command of the force. On the ! 
31st, the Commander-in-Chief himself joined the force with the ■ 
1st Native Cavalry. On the Sth of February the town adjoining the 
: fort was taken without any loss. Later in the day the garrison made a 
vigorous efiortto recover their position in the town, but were repulsed 
with heavy loss, and on the night of the nth they evacuated Sasni 
and fled. They were, however, overtaken by our cavalry and 
dispersed, Bhagwant Singh himself barely escaping across the frontier 
into Mahratta territory. The force next marched against the fort of 
Bijaigarh, which place was besieged for some days: bnt when a 
practicable breach had been made and an assault was about to be 
attempted (27th February'), it was found that the garrison were, as at 
Sasni, attempting to escape: a number were cut off and killed, but 
all the principal leaders got clear off. In the following month 
the force proceeded to reduce the fort of Kachaura, belonging to ‘ 
* another refractory zemindar, and here again the garrison, finding 1 
themselves hard-pressed, attempted to cut their way through the I 
investing lines. They were pursued for several miles, and a large ; 
number cut up, but not without los* on our side. Major Nalme, 6th 
Native Cavalry, a very, accomplished cavalry officer, being among I 
the slain. This brought the operations to a close for the time, but j 
the country continued disaffected, and in the autumn of 1803, after 1 
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the commencement of the Mahratta War, it was found necessary 
to send a detachment against Thattiah, a. fort belonging to Rajah 
Chattar Sal, another rebellions zemindar. An attach made on the 
place, on the 30th September, by the t-i6th Native Infantry, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Guthrie, was unsuccessful, the battalion losing 


The mst 
Regimtrit and 
Ceips oi 
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ihe Lieut e nant- C o Ionel, three other oflkers, and 95 men killed and 
| wounded. Lieutenant-Colonel Guthrie died of his wounds in the 
following month* A complete settlement of the ceded territory was 
not effected until the close of the Mahratta War, 

In the summer of 1803, the disturbed nature of our relations with 
the Mahratta powers and the probability of a, general war .ed to a con* 
side ruble increase in the strength of the Native Army of Bengal In 
! G.G.G., izth jiriy, 1803, orders were issued for the augmentation of 
regiments of infantry by twenty privates per company, thus bringing 
battalions up to a strength of 900 privates, and this was followed up 
( 0 , 0 , 0 *, 13th July, 1803} by an order for the addition to the army 
of another regiment of native infantry of two battalions, to be num¬ 
bered the 2 1 si, the Marine Regiment being brought into the line and 
numbered the *oth. The 1st Battalion of the 2Ut was raised at 
Fatehgarh by Lieutenant J. Vaughan, i-aod Native Infantry, and the 
1 2nd at Cawnpore bv Captain J* ftl. Johnson, 2-1 ^b Native Infantry , 
the regiment was ordered to wear yellow facings.*^ The 2nd Batta¬ 
lion is now the 5th Bengal (Light) Infantry.^Tn the same month 
orders were issued (G,O.C.C„ 28th July* 1803! for the raising 
at Cawnpore of a corps of Pioneers, of a strength of three com¬ 
panies of 75 men each ; the command of which was given to Captain 


Thomas Wood, of the Engineers, 

irttfciUfit On the 31st of July, 1803, orders were issued for the raising by 

Hon* r*M, Ma j or p rith of a c0rps 0 { irregular cavalry, to be called the “ Hin- 
doostany Independent Regiment.' It is probable that in this regi¬ 
ment were embodied several usalahs and bodies of irregular horse 
which had been during the last few years employed by the Gov- 


* T h v n lit i vc n am es o i t heue halts I i on* w ere dcr i tc & lb us— 

Itt Bniriti** zoth'—Murriam-ki Pattern. From a corruption of the wtffd " Marine. 
snd Bat!an&i3cth t -H<tmattt4n*kl- PaHvn> From L1cuttn&*UC«taA*J Robert Hamil¬ 
ton* bjf whom it vtas raised, 

at Battelim 3■ PtUtn. Frew Major (aftowards 
Simpson Dubois, who was pouted to the battalion on to format Joe. and serv til 
with it fur sonw years ^ 

J^a Imitation wt i ~J*mtn*ki+P4JtatK Runm Capita (altiTwards ColoncJ) jeKfinab 
Martin Johnson* who raided the battalian,—P* 
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emmeTSi for work omthe frontier, and of which the history is in 
several instances very curious. Besides the ‘Kandahar Horse" 
and the irregular cavalry received from Oudh in 1777, of which the 
remnants were for the most part included in the new regular corps 
of 1796, a considerable addition to the strength of tins branch had 
also been made in February of the latter year (G, G* C. C.> 9th Feb' 
rtiary, 1796}, In that month the celebrated General deBotgne, who 
for man)' years had been the principal leader of Sindhia's army, 
arrived in British territor) on his way to Europe, With him he 
brought his Body-Guard “ a corps of 600 chosen cavaliers, of Persian 
nationality, superbly armed, equipped, and mounted, and attended by 
ioo camel-riders and four light field-pieces; 1 This fine body of men 
had been offered by de Boigne to Sbdhia, who however refused to 
pay the price demanded, and it was ultimately acquired for the East 
India Company by Lord Cornwallis, who paid the Genera! the sum of 
three and a hall lakhs of rupees, and gave liberal terms of engagement 
to the men. This corps became afterwards LieutenanuColonel 
Bruce’s if Independent Regiment Cavalry," which is men¬ 
tioned in some accounts of the suppression of the disturbances 
created by Want Ali, and it seems pretty certain that It was now 
incorporated in the Hindustani Independent Regiment, The latter 
consisted of 10 troops or risalaks, ths composition of each being 
t risaldar, 2 jemadars, 10 dafadars, 1 trumpeter, and 90 privates- 
Their uniform was a light blue or grey angarkha edged with red, 
a crimson turban worn in the Moghal fashion, s crimson ka mar band t 
white pantaloons, artd boots. They were armed with ;i a good Hin¬ 
dustani cutting sword n and cither a carbine, or a lance eight or nine 
feet long, the proportion of those carrying carbines being iu per 
troop.) * 

Later in the same year a letter was received from (he Court of 
Directors, dated 20th April, 1803, in which was expressed i determina¬ 
tion to assimilate the organisation of the regular native cavalry as 
much as possible to that of the infantry. For this purpose orders 
were issued that two regiments should constitute a brigade com¬ 
manded by a Colonel; at the same time a considerable addition 
was made to the strength of the regular regiments, which were now 
composed as follow: — 

1 l.ieuten&nt-Cofone!* i 2 Captains, I 6 Lieutenants. 


1 Major. 


1 Captain-Lieu tenant, ' 5 Cornets, 
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(i Subatters, 
iz Jemadars. 
-4 Havildars* 
24 Naifes* 

6 Trumpeters, 


[ J Quarter-master Sergea.fi L 
1 Assistant Surgeon, 

1 Native Doetejr. 

1 Sergeant-Major, 


492 Privates, 
fi Farriers, 

6 Pakhalte* 

1 Surgeon, 

| _- 1 Riding Master 

One syce to each horse belonging to a sergeant, native officer, or 
native' non-commissioned officer ; one to each three horses or 

privates ; a grass-cutter to every horse. 

We now come to a very important epoch in the history ot the 
Bengal Army- the Mahratta War, which began in 1803 and lasted 
until"the end of 1805.. The rapid advance of British influence m 
India had for some years rendered a conflict with the guv 
Mahratta powers inevitable. Threatened as they were on a, u es. 
their jealousv of the common foe could only partially allay o 

ceaseless strife between the live great Mahratta chiefs .these wen.- 

;he Teshwa at Poona, Bhonsla in Berar, Sindhia at Gwalior, uolkar 
at Indore, and the Gaik war of Baroda: the first named was the 
nominal head of the Mahratta nation, but at this moment he was 
onlv of importance as forming a centre of attraction for the yio.en e 
of the feudatory chiefs. At length matters reached a climax m 
j u l v ,8031 a powerful combination was effected between ^muhia 
and the Rajah of Berar. with the object of an immediate attack on 
the territories of the Company and of their ally the Nizam, atr. 
war was declared. The British Government, though they had 
striven hard to preserve peace, had for months been preparing tor 
this contingency, and the disposilions of the various armies had 
already been made. They were as followsin the Deccan am 
on the western side of India about 25,000 men, with a reserve ^ 
4,000 near. Hyderabad; on the Bengal side 5,000 Bengal an. 
Madras troops' under Colonel Harcourt were detailed tor the con¬ 
quest of Cuttack, belonging to the Rajah of Berar; l.J 00 men ue re 

placed at Midnapore. as a support to the troops engaged in the invasion 

of Cuttack, and 2,000 at Mirnpur for the protection of Benares, 
another f oree was assembled under Lieutenant-Colonel Broughton 
on the south bank of the Son : 3,500 men, under Lieutenant-Co 1 one< 
Powell, were assembled near Allahabad, for the purpose of occupy - 
ing Bundelkhand, which had been ceded to the Company under iu 
treaty of Bassein; while the Grand Army, 10,500 strong, under t e 

immediate direction of the Commander-in-Chief. Lieutenant-Genera: 

lake, was directed to rendezvous atSiknndra. The total of the bn is 1 
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oTces-'-wa^ about 50,000 men; those of the.Mahrattas were esti¬ 
mated at 250*000, of whom 40,000 were organised and drilled by 
French officers under M, Perron, The latter was now acting as 
Sindhian regent in the district belonging to the Mahratta chief 
between the Ganges and the Jumna, which included Delhi and 
AgTa,and had personal charge of the old Emperor Shah Alam, who 
cor the last five years had been a prisoner in Sindhia's power. The 
conquest of the above district and the destruction of the force 
organised by Perron for its protection was pointed out by the Cover nor- 
General as the main object of the war in the north* points of lesser 
importance being the reduction of Bundelkhand and Cuttack. 

The Grand Army was ordered to rendezvous at Sikandra in August, 
and when all the corps composing it had assembled (which was not 
until some time after (he commencement of the campaign) it con¬ 
sisted of seven companies of artillery, the Sth, 27th, and 29th Light 
Dragoons, the 76th Foot, the 1st, 2nd, $rd t 4th, and 6th Bengal 
Native Cavalry, arid tne following Bengal Native Infantry,—both 
’battalions of the 2nd and 4th, the 2nd Battalion of the 8th, the 2nd 
Battalion of the 9th, both battalions of the 12th, the 1st Battalion 
oi lhe 14th, both battalions of the 15th, six companies of the 2nd 
Battalion of the i6th, and four of the 2nd Battalion of the 17th. 
The newly formed Corps of Pioneers also accompanied. 

General Lake left Cawnpore on the 7th of August, and on the 29th 
entered Mahratta territory, for the purpose of attacking a large force 
of the enemy drawn up at Coel, near Aligarh; the latter, however, 
: f fter a brief cannonade, in which the 3rd Brigade of Cavalry (the 
29th Light Dragoons and the 4th Native Cavalry) sustained a loss 
oFon,: man killed and four wounded, retired without an engagement, 
and the General turned h ; s attention to the capture of the fort of 
Aligarh. This was effected by assault on the 4th of September, 
when one of the gates was blown open with a twelve-pounder, and 
the place carried by storm after a desperate contest, and in the face 
of a murderous fir~\ The British loss, which amounted to 59 killed* 
(including six: officers,—one of whom was Lieutenant John Porto n, 
t'4th Native Infantry*) and 212 wounded (including eleven officers), 
occurred almost entirety in effecting an entrance into the fort, for 


m 


Regiments 
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Lake's Grtntd 
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* Amor,£ the killed also was Subadar Mir Karans Ati, a distinguished old native 
tfticer of the 1-4*^ Native Iijiantry.—F* 
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once the gate was forced, little opposition was made, and theg&rrisflc 
thought only of escape. The loss of the enemy was enormous—nor 
less than 2*000 being killed. 

The Bengal troops engaged in this achievement - which the great 
Bake of Wellington afterwards declared to be “one of the most 
extraordinary feats 1 he had heard of in India? were the 1st and 2nd 
Battalions of the 4th and four companies of the 2 17th Native 
Infantry. These corps (the late 7th, 23rd and 35th Native Infan ‘rv} 
were, in recognition of their conduct on this occasion* each granted 
an honorary colour and an extra jemadar to carry it; and ihev were 
subsequently (in 1829) authorized to inscribe the word “Aligarh 11 
on their colours. 

Mean time, on the 2nd of September, a body of cavalry* pari of ihe 
army which had retired before General Lake on the 29th of August, 
attacked a detachment left 10 garrison Shikohabad, consisting only 
of five companies of the 1st Battalion, nth Native Infantry, with cue 
gun, under Lieutenant-Colonel Conyngham- The enemy, though 
greatly superior in numbers, were repulsed in their first attack, hut the 
Biittoh, having expended all their ammunition, were, on a renewal ol 
tho contest, on the 4th, obliged to capitulate, having sustained a I0&5 
of 5 officers and 63 men killed and wounded. 

Before leaving Aligarh, General Lake received a letter from M 
Perron, stating that he was dissatisfied with his treatment by Sindhia 
and was leaving that Princes service, and requesting a safe conduc 
for himself, Ms family, and goods through the Company’s territory 
this the Ueneral promptly granted. By this defection the command 
of Sind hi a s forces in the 0 Qab devolved upon M, Louis Bourquien* 

On the same day that he received Perron s letter. General Luke 
commenced his march on Delhi, leaving the t«4th Native Infantry 
to garrison Aligarh, On the itth of September, at £u raj pur, he 
heard that the enemy had crossed the Jumna to meet him, .md alter 
a march of eighteen miles he found himself (with only 4,500 men 1 
opposed to Bourquien's whole force (19,000 men, with nearly ro; 
guns), drawn up in order of battle near the village of F&lparganj 
about -ight miles to the south-east of Delhi, The position of th 
Mahrattas was on a rising ground and only assailable in front, eat 
fiauk being protected by swamps. Lake advanced with his cavah 
to reconnoitre, and when be had made himself sufficiently acquainte 
with the position of the enemy, which he found to be emrenche 
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fie sent orders for the artillery and infantry to move forward and join 
him ; and while these were coming up. he resolved upon the feint of 
a pretended retreat to draw the enemy from the formidable position 
he occupied and allure him into the plain. Accordingly, as the 
infantry approached, the cavalry retired slowly, and the enemy, falling 
into the trap, left their position and advanced to pursue. As goon as 
the infantry had completed a junction with the cavalry, the latter 
opened out from the centre and allowed the infantry to pass through 
them to the front and, the latter having deployed, the enemy found 
themselves suddenly confronted by the whole of the British line. A 
tremendous fire was opened by the Mahiattas, but the British advanced 
unshaken to within a hundred paces, when they fired one volley and 
: charged. The enemy broke and lied, on which the British infantry, 
breaking into columns of companies, allowed the cavalry to pass 
through and complete the victory, pursuing the Mahrattas to the 
Jumna, where large numbers of them perished In attempting to 
escape across the river. The loss of the latter was not less than 3,000, 
and 68 of their guns wore captured on the held. The British loss 
amounted to 109 killed (including six officers,—among whom were 
Major Middleton, 3rd Native Cavalry. Captain McGregor, Persian 
Interpreter to the Commander-In-Chief, Lieutenant Hill, 2-iath, and 
Lieutenant Preston, s^igth Native Infantry), 368 wounded (includ- 
iog Major*General Ware and'ten other officers), and 9 missing ; 
total 486. 

The Bengal |§Eps engaged on ibis memorable occasion were the 
2nd and 3rd Native Cavalry, and of the infantry both battalions of the 
2nd, the 2-4th, the z-uth,the [-14th, both battalions of the 15th, and 
four companies of the 2nd Battalion of the 17th. Honorary standards 
were granted to all these corps,—the late 2nd and 3rd Light Cavalry, 
and 1st, 5th, 2and, 23rd, 28th, 30th, 31st, and 35th Native Infancy, 
and they were all afterwards fin 1829) authorized to bear the word 
“Delhi” on their standards and colours. Of all these, only the 
2*15th now survives as the 2nd Bengal (Light) infantry. 

In consequence of this defeat, the enemy evacuated the city and 
fort of Delhi, and on the 14th September, when General Lake 
crossed the Jumna, the French Commander Bourquien and four 
other French officers surrendered themselves prisoners. Thus, within 
a fortnight of his crossing,the frontier, Lake had extinguished the 
French power in Northern India, On the 16th, the Commander-in- 
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Chief entered Delhi and visited the Emperor, who placed himself 
under British protection. 

Having appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Ochtcrlony Resident at the 
Com-f of the Emperor, and left the 2 - 4 th and four companies of the 
2-17th Native Infantry, with a newly raised corps of irregular infantry, 
to form the garrison of Delhi, Lake marched from that place on the 
24th of September, and on the 4th October arrived before Agra, 
having been joined at Muttra on the 2nd by a strong detachment 
under the command of Colonel T. 1\ Vandeleur, consisting of the 
Sth and 29th Light Dragoons, the 1st and 41I1 Native Cavalry, and the 
a-8ih f a-gth, and 1- 12th, and six companies of the 2-16th Native 
Infantry, The enemy were found to he occupying the town ' ird 
the ravines near the fort. Simultaneous attacks were made on both 
these points on the totb, and were in both places successful, although 
the loss in the ravines was considerable. The 2nd of the 9th. the 
1st cf the 12th, and six companies of the 2-i6th Native Infantry were 
engaged in the attack on the town,—the corps employed in the 
ravines being the 1st of .the 14th, and the two battalions of the 15th 
Native Infantry. The British loss was one officer (lieutenant Grant, 
2-9th Native Infantry) and 34 men killed, 7 officers (one of whom 
—Lieutenant Whitaker, 3-gth Native Infantry—died the same day) 
and 172 men wounded, and 15 men missing. 

An important result of this success was that a large number of the 
enemy’s troops outside of the fort, amounting to 2,500 men, sur¬ 
rendered and marched into the British camp on the ,13th of October. 

Siege operations were now commenced against the fort, but before 
a breach could be made, the garrison capitulated, and the place with 
all its treasure, amounting to twenty-lwo lakhs, fell into the bauds of 
the English on the 17th October. 

Leaving the i-2nd Native Infantry to garrison Agra, Lake marched 
from that place, on the 27th October, in quest of a large force (fifteen 
disciplined battalions) which had been detached by Sindhla from 
the Deccan, with the object of recovering Delhi Having left his 
heavy guntf and baggage at Fatehpur-Sikri, under the protection of 
the 2-znd and r-Mth Native Infantry, the General executed a series 
of forced marches in pursuit of this force, and on the 31st arrived at 
Kaiumbu within twenty-five miles of the enemy. Directing his 
infantry to follow three hours later, he pushed on at midnight with 
his cavalry, and at seven o'clock on the morning of the 1st or 








November overtook the Mahrattas (14,000'strong t with 73 guns) in 
position near the village of Liswari, Believing that they were intent 
only on retreating, Lake made an immediate attack with his cavalry 
alone, and after a severe contest, in which Colonel Van dele ur was 
killed, succeeded in breaking through their line, but he was met by 
such a heavy fire of artillery that he was forced to discontinue the 
action until his infantry should have arrived* These did not reach the 
scene of action until mid-day, and in the meantime the enemy 
had taken up a new position, in two lines, in front and rear of the 
village of Mahal pur, with their artillery disponed along the front, 
and their cavalry on the right* resting on a small but deep stream 
called the Mahons NaL With the design of turning their right, Lake, 
when it was time to resume the action, directed his attack* on this 
point, but the enemy perceived his intention, and immediately threw 
back'the right of both tines, opening a hot fire of artillery on the 
foremost column, which was the right wing of the British Army, 
under Major-General Ware, headed by the 76th Foot* Finding that 
the column was suffering heavily, the General ordered the 76th. 
supported by the 2-mh and six companies of the 2-iftth Native 
Infantry, to close with the enemy, and* led by Major-General Ware 
and by the Commander-in-Chief in person* these troops pressed 

I forward to the attack in the face of a furious fire of canister shot; at a 
critical moment they were charged by the enemy's, cavalry, but 
repulsed them with their fire, and a countercharge of the 29th Light 
■ Dragoons having pierced both the enemy's lines, the infantry attack 
was pushed home, and the enemy driven behind the village: here 
' they were charged by the rest of the British cavalry and utterly 
broken and routed; 7,000 were killed and above 3,oco taken 

1 prisoners, and Sindhia’s disciplined battalions, styled * f the Deccan 
Invincibles/' ceased to exist. 

Nor was this all* The whole*of the enemy's guns, 72 in number, 
were taken; ail their baggage and stores, together with 5,000 fdand 
of arms, fell into the hands of the victors ; and Smdhia no longer 
i possessed an army in Hindustan* 

On the other hand the loss of the British Army in this great battle 
, was not inconsiderable; the number killed amounted to 172, includ¬ 
ing Major-General Ware, Colonel Vandeleur, Major Griffith, Major 
Campbell, Deputy Quarter Master General, Cornet Cox well, xst 
Native Cavalry, Lieutenant Lambert, i-rslh Native Infantry, and 
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officers, while 653 {including 30 officers) were 


seven other 
wounded 

1 he native regiments which were engaged on this occasion were 
the ist, and, 3rd, 4th, and 6th Native Cavalry, and the 2-8th, 2“9th, 
3 -x:th, a-jatKj 1 - j 5th and 2-15th Native Infantry, and six companies 
°* Lhe 2-r6th, The 2 * 12 ih and 2-1 6th were especially thanked by 
the Commander-imChief for die support they afforded the 76th Foot* 
In the year 1829, the whole of these corps (then the late ist, 2nd, 
3rd, 4th, and 6lh Light Cavalry, and the ist, 12th, 2jst, 24th, 30th, 
31st, and 33rd Native Infantry) were authorized to bear the word 
*! Laswaiu " cm their standards and colours. Of these, only the 21st, 
31st and 33rd survive to the present time as the ist, 2nd, and 4th 
Regiments of Bengal Infantry, 

On the 8th November, the army marched from Laswari towards 
Agra, and in the neighbourhood of that place and of Bhurtpoie it 
continued for nearly three months. At the end of November, the 
flank companies of the Bengal European RegimentJoined the Rimy 
in the field, 

While these great events were in progress, the forces detailed for 
service in other parts of the country had also been actively engaged. 
The detachment assembled at Allahabad under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Powell (which was composed of two companies, of artillery, T 
squadron of the 5th Native Cavalry, and the 2-ntb, x-igth, 
and 2-sSth Native Infantry) crossed tlie Jumna and entered Bumlel- 
khand on the 6th of September, This province had, under the Treaty* 
of Bassem, been ceded to the Company by the Peshwa, who had 
instructed his officers there to surrender it to the British Government 
One of these, Rajah Himm&t Bahadur, readily complied, and entered 
into an arrangement with the British Political Agent, but another of 
them. Rajah Shamsher Bahadur, resisted the mandate, and pre-| 
pared to bold a portion of the province by force of arms—a circum 
stance which rendered hostilities inevitable. As soon as CoJoue 
Powell entered Bund elk hand, he was joined by Him mat Bahadur r 
the head of about 14,000 men. The combined forces crossed ihe| 
Ivan river on the ioih October, and on the 12 th engaged Sham she: 
Bahadur at Kapsa, and easily defeated him. Shamsher nov 
entered into negotiations, but he was nut sincere, and in Decent be 
Powell resumed offensive operations and took Kalpi after a feebl 
resistance. This and other successes brought Shamsher to hi: 
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in January, 1804, he came into Colonel Powell’s camp [ 
and made his submission* 

The Bengal troops employed in reducing 1 the province of Cuttack t 
consisted of a company of artillery and detachments ot both 
battalions of the 20th Native Infantry, which proceeded to Ganjain, 
and there joined a force consisting of the flank companies of the i 
22ml Foot and some Madras troops, the whole under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel G, W* K. Harcourt, 12th Foot. At the same 
time the s-yth Native Infantry* a battalion of Sepoy Volunteers, and 
a troop of the Body- Guard proceeded to jehasore and Balasorc, to 
co-operate with Colonel Harcourt's force* The latter marched 
from Ganjam on the 8th of September and seized Manikpatamj 
skirmisher afterwards took place at Ahmadpur and Birpnr-Shttam- 
pur, but the advance on the town of Cuttack was delayed by the 
mow ; tjmt place was, however, reached on October the ioth, and 
surrendered without resistance. The adjoining fort of Barabati was 
a place of considerable strength: it Was, however, ill-defended, and 
was carried by assault on the morning of October the Nth, with a 
loss on our Side of 5 killed and 29 wounded ; its fall delivered the 
whole of the province of Cuttack into the hands of the English* 

To the south-west of Delhi the i 4 th Native Infantry and two 
battalions* formed from the corps lately in Smdhias service, were 
employed, under Lieutenant- Colonel George Ball, in reducing the 
forts of Narnaul, Kammd, etc*, and establishing the authority of the 
British in that part of the country. 

I'be Raingarh Battalion was employed on the frontier toward Nag¬ 
pur and took possession of Samba!pur. 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. Burn, with the 2nd of the 14th and some 
auxiliary troops, was engaged at the head of the Doab about the 
Kama! district. 

In November, the 2-6th and two companies of the 2-igtb were 
employed in the reduction of the fort of Chaukandi, in the BagheU 
khand district, south of the Jumna, which was evacuated by the 
enem 1 . after the failure of an assault in which the a-6th lost nearly 
iqo men killed and wounded, including Captain Graham,, who fell 
In the breach pierced by no less than nine bullets. 

At this point it is necessary to notice that the strain of the war 
had rendered it necessary to make further additions to the strength 
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of the army. Accordingly orders were issued (G, G, 0 ., joih Sept- * 
ember, 1803 ; G. O. C C,, 4th and 9th November, 1803) to raise twe f 
more regiments of Native Infantry, to be numbered the 22nd and 
the 23rd * The former was raised at Fatehgarb by Captain John 
Malcolm and Lieutenant William Ball* and the latter at Cawnpcre h\ 
Captains H, Cheape and William Scott; and both regiments were 
directed to wear yellow facings. The iat Battalion of the zzni 
still survives as the 6th Bengal (Light) Infantry. 

In December, Lieutenant-Col on el Henry White, of the 2-1 6th, 
was despatched from the main army, with the detachment of hi? own 
battalion, and the 1st of the 14th, to receive possession of the fort¬ 
ress of Gwalior, which Ambaji Inglia, SindhiVs representative in 
that part of the country, had agreed to surrender. The fa'ladar, 
however, refused to give up the place, and Lake immediately re¬ 
inforced Colonel White with the flank companies of the Bengal 
European Regiment, the 2-9th Native Infantry, and a proportion , 
of artillery, in view to enforcing the surrender of the place. Later 
on Colonel White was joined by the 2-1ith and z-i 8th Native In* 
fantry from Bundelkhand. The siege of Gwalior was commenced 
in January, 1S04, and the place surrendered on the 4th of February. 

These successes, combined with those obtained in the Deccan by 
Major‘General the Rouble A, Wellesley and in Guzerat by Colonel , 
Wcodington, broke up the Mahratta Confederacy, and compelled 
both Sindhia and the Rajah of Berar to sue for peace, Treaties 
with both were concluded early in 1804, but this was scarcely ac¬ 
complished when the undisguised hostility of Jaswant Rao Hoiksr, 
the Mahratta Rajah of Indore, and the invasion by him of Raj- 
putana, which he knew to be now under the protection of the 
British Government, provoked a renewal of the war. 

To watch the movements cf Holkar and to protect the territory 
of the Rajah of Jeypore, which was threatened by that Chief, Lake, 
on the 91b February, marched front Biana (where he had been en¬ 
camped since the end of December, 1803), and after various halts 
reached Dausa on the 17th April In the interval he had been 


* The native names of the?* corps tvexe derived thus : — 

Battalions 22nd Raiment,- Kyne-ki-Faltmi. From Colonel 
y *,!y5f n Vw* hothnf different time;, 

R f&***£^MMW*r<>o-ki,PaUan. A cor r up- 
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joined by the fianlt companies of the 22nd Foot and by the troops 
that he had sent against Gwalior. From Dausa, on the 18th he 
de ached Lieutenant-Colonel the Hon'ble William Monson, 76th 
Foot, with the ?-*nd, i-iath, and 2 :2th Native Infantry, to protect 
the city of Jeypore. Continuing his movements with the main army, 
the Commander-in-Chtef reached Narwai on the 8th May, and thence 
sent Lieutenant-Colonel Doit, with the 3rd Native Cavalry, the z-Sth 
and 2-2 fst Native Infantry, and a proportion of artillery, against | 
Rampura, a town belonging to Holkar, situated about sixty miles 1 
south of Jeypore, This place was taken by storm on the 15th 1 
May after a smart resistance, and the season being now too far 
advanced for further operations and the troops suffering severely 
from the intense heat ofthe weather, Lake withdrew his army to Agra 
and Cawnpore, leaving Don with his two battalions and a company 
of artillery to occupy Rampura, and Monson (reinforced by two 
corps of irregular horse under the command, respectively, of 
Lieutenant Lucan* and a chief named Bapuji Sindhia) to guard 


the Jeypore frontier anti watch the proceedings of Holkar. 

Ou the advance of Monson to Jeypore,.Holkar had immediately 
fallen back, and on the capture of Rurupura, he hastily crossed the 
Chambal and retreated to a considerable distance, followed by 
Monson, who, towards the and of May 1804, was encamped at 
Kctah, at which place he was joined, in June, by Lieutenant-Colonel 


Don’s detachment from Rampura. 

Leaving Monson in this situation for the present, it is necessary 
here to refer to the progress of affairs in Bundelkhand, where Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Fawcett now commanded. Colonel Powell having left 
on account of severe illness, which shortly afterwards proved fatal. In 
May 1804, the province was invaded by Amir Khan, a soldier of for¬ 
tune, at that time in the service of Holkar, who succeeded in cutting 
off and destroying a party of fifty artillery and two companies of the 
1 -i 8th Native Infantry then engaged in besieging Lhe fort of Bela, near 
Kunch, who had unwisely been left without support. In conse¬ 
quence of this affair, and the general want of capacity exhibited by him, 
Colonel Fawcett was removed from the command in Bundelkhand, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Marlindell appointed in his place. This 
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* James Lloyd Lucan had been in the service of one of the Mahratta chiefs 
hue had resigned at the commencement of the war, S^ake had gazetted him a 
Lieutenant in lhe 74th ^Highland) Regiment.--F. 
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officer soon drove Amir Khan and his Pindaris out of the province; 
on rhe 2nd of July (with two squadrons of the 5th Naiive Cavalry, the 
r-i^th, r iSth, and 2-i8th Native Infantry, and two so-called 11 bri¬ 
gades" of irregular auxiliaries^ he totally defeated Rajah Ram Singh, 
a Bundela chief, and dispersed his forces though not without loss, 
the regular troops having 7 killed and 19 wounded, while there 
were izi casualties amongst the auxiliaries; and on the 281b of 
the same month he took jaitpur by storm after a severe con¬ 
flict Bundelkliand, however, continued in a very disturbed state for 
some time. 



rt^tieai of 
I Mon^ou’s dr- 
\ tachment, July 
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Towards the end of June, Colonel Mon son moved forward from 
Kotah ; passing through the Mokandra Pass be arrived at Sun am 
on the 1st July, and on the following day a detachment under the 
command ot Major Sinclair, consisting of the a-and Native Infantry 
and some artillery, took the fort of Iltnglasgarh by escalade* 

On rhe yth of July, Colonel (now Brigadier-General) Monaon 
received intelligence that Holkar, who for some time past had been 
encamped in Malwa, had re-crossed the Cbambalriver, and was advanc- 
1 ing towards him with bite whole army: at the same time he received 
accounts from Colonel Murray, who commanded a force advancing 
j from Guzerat to Gjjain to co-operate with him, of his intention to fall 
f back on the Maihi river. These circumstances placed Mon son In a 
very critical position, for he now, in the middle of the rainy season, and 
| in a country flooded to an extent that rendered all movements difficult 
( and precarious, and while he was greatly straitened for supplies, found 
| himself alone with a small army in the face of a vastly superior hostile 
| force. He therefore determined to fall back on the Mokandra Pass, 
and commenced his retirement on \%& 8th of July, leaving his two 
I corps of irregular cavalry behind as a rear-guard; but during the 
very first day's march these were attacked and defeated by Hclkaris 
cavalry, and Lieutenant Lucan taken prisoner, The detachment con¬ 
tinued its march to the Mokandra Pass, near the entrance to which 
some desultory fighting took place on the loth, Monson, apprehen¬ 
sive lest the enemy should get into bis rear, now determined to con¬ 
tinue his retreat to Kotab, but when he reached that place on the 12th 
in torrents of rain, the Rajah refused to admit ihe troops or to 
furnish supplies* The march had thereto! e to be continued through 
a country flooded by the continuous downpour; in which the streams 
l were unfordable, and food could only be procured with the greatest 







BENGAL NATIVE ARMY* 



difficulty. On the 16th the guns had to he spiked and abandoned* 
having sunk so deep In the mud as to be inextricable, At length* 
after a march of great difficulty and suffering, which was increased 
by the harassing attacks of the Mahratta horse and of the hi ll people 
and banditti of the country* the detachment arrived at Rampura 
on the 27th of July* Here Monson was joined by a detachment, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel M'Culloch, consisting of 
the 2-Qth and the i-uth Native Infantry, a body of irregular horse 
under Major Frith, and six guns, together with a small supply of grain 
which had been despatched from Agra by the Commaudef-in-Chief as 
soon as he heard of the distressed situation of the force* As the coun¬ 
try* however, was destitute of provisions, and Hollcar was advancing in 
considerable force, it was decided to leave the ?-8th. Native Infantry 
and four companies of the >2ist, with a proportion of artillery* the 
whole under the command of Captain Hutchinson, Bengal Artillery,* 
to garrison Rampura, and with the rest of the force to push on at least 
to Khuahalgarh, from the Rajah of which place Monson expected 
to receive assistance* duL the last days of this disastrous retreat 
proved even more trying than the earlier portion, for the attacks of 
the enemy became more vigorous and incessant* and food 'became 
daily more scarce* On the 22nd August* the detachment readied the 
Banas river* but the river had risen much that it was found im¬ 
possible to cross it immediately. On the 24th It became fordable, and 
the passage was effected in the midst of incessant attacks from the 
enemy, which occasioned heavy loss to the detachment—no less than 
twelve officers being killed, and the 2-2nd Native Infantry, com¬ 
manded by Major Sinclair, who was himself amongst the slain, 
being almost annihilated This battalion (the late asrid Native 
Infantry)* which Monson himself led in one of its charges, behaved 
with splendid gallantry in repelling the attacks of the enemy 
and covering the passage of the remainder of the troops* Monson 
now found himself under the necessity of abandoning his baggage, 
and thus lightened he reached Khusbalgarh on the 25th, after 
defeating repeated attacks of Holkars cavalry. Here, to add to 
his embarrassments, he found Ibat Hoikaris agents had tampered 
with the fidelity of some of the troops, of whom two companies 
of the W4th and a large portion ot Major Frith's irregular horse! 
deserted to the enemy* On the 26th he quitted Khusbalgarh, and, [ 
still followed and incessantly Attacked by the Mahratta horse, pushed , 
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i on towards Agra- On the 38th ihe enemy’s cavalry made a last 
i attempt to overwhelm the detachment on ihe plains near Mindaun, 
[•but again, as throughout the retreat. their efforts were unavailing 
| against the steady valour of the sepoys, who reserved their fire 
\ until their assailants were within a few yards of their bayonets, and 
repulsed them with heavy loss. That night, however, owing to the 
extreme darkness, and to flying followers and such of the baggage 
as still remained getting intermixed with the line, the troops were 
thrown into a slate of eon fusion from which it was found m possible 
to recover them, and in this state of disorder the straggling remnants 
of the ill-fated force reached Agra on the 31st, having marched 350 
* miles in the constant presence of an overwhelming enemy, in the 
midst of the greatest difficulties and hardships, through a hostile and 
almost impassable country, and almost without a halt. 


During the march every effort was made by Holkar to shake the 
fidelity of the sepoys, and the greatest cruelty was shown towards an)' 
prisoners who refused to enter his service. Notwithstanding these 
circumstances, disaffection and desertion were far from being a* 

: extensive as might have been expected, and many of those who 
entered Holkar’s service sent ward to their officers that they 
had done so on compulsion, and only awaited an opportunity to 
I escape.* Where so much discipline and gallantry was displayed under 
most trying circumstances, it is not surprising that man) noticeable 
j acts of devotion should have occurred . Not the least of these was that 


of a Native officer of the 2- 2nd Native Infantry at the battle of the 
Banas* When that gallant corps, after the most heroic exertions in 
covering the passage of the river, was eventually broken by the over¬ 
whelming numbers of the enemy, this officer was seen, with Lhe 
regimental colour in one hand and defending himself with the other, 
retiring until he reached the river bank, when he turned and plunged 
! into the stream, and was swept away by the furious current. 

As soon as he received intelligence of the disaster which had be- 
j fallen IMonson, Lake took measures to reassemble his army without 
| delay. He marched from Cawnpote, on the 3rd September, with 
: all the disposable troops at that station, and when Joined at Sikandia, 
• at the end of the month, by the troops at Agra and those which had 


* So, .lit least, it was. reported at the time, though it is not easily cooceivable 
; how these men. contrived, under the circum.stantes in which they were placed, to 
"Send word 1 ' to their officers.—P. 
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(which place Flolkar had advanced to and occupied)* 
he had with him the 8tb f 27th and 29th Light Dragoons, the 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, 4th and 6th Native Cavalry, the dank companies of the 
22nd Foot, the 76th Foot, and the wnd, 1 -4th, i-8th, 1-12lh, 2-12th, 
1-15th, 2-15th, 1 -21 st, 2-2!st, and 2-22nd Native Infantry, with a pro¬ 
portion of artillery. 

At the same time orders were issued for the immediate formation 
ot four additional regiments of Native Infantry of two battalions each, 
to be numbered the 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th, The 24th and 26th 
were formed at Cawnpore and the 25th and 27th at Fatehgarfa, 1 
principally from levies which had previously been organised aL those j 
places (G.OtCvC,, 24th September and 1 6|h October, 1804). Of 
these regiments none now exist, though the present 7th Bengal 
Infantry is considered to be in some sense the representative of the \ 
i-2-tth, afterwards the 47th, to the Native designation of which it suc¬ 
ceeded on its taking the place of that corps in the line in 1829.* 

On the 1st of October General Lake advanced towards MnUra, 
Holkar in the meantime had sent off his infantry and guns to attack ■ 
Delhi, to the possession of which place, and of the person of the 
Emperor, he attached great importance; he himself remaining back 
with his cavalry, for the purpose of engaging the attention of the British 
force and of harassing it in its march, Delhi at this time, where 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochtcrlony still held the position of Resident, 
was defended by a very inadequate force, but it was commanded 
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* The native designations of the?e eight battalions are thus derived— 

rst Battalion 24th,—CraumkuPMtan w From Captain P, Crump, s-gth 
Nslive Infantry. 

2nd Battalion Muttce$~ki’PaH<in, From Lieutenant W, j. Mat¬ 

thews, t-gtb Native Infantry, 

/ s t BatialUn A*-—ifayMi» Palta n , From Captai n H, VV, Roy le, 1 -1 nth 

Native Infantry- 

2nd. flu. taiio n 2 $tk,—Witten 4 i- Pa Ha n . From Ca ptai n C. C h nstie, 2 -and 
Native Infantry. 

The four officers named above raised the levies from which these battalions 


wer$ respectively formed. 

1 Battalion — Dul erne-hi- Pa It an* From Lieutenant-Colonel 

F. D* Auvergne, who commanded tha corps for several years. 

2 nd Battalion 26ih f ~ Hindtee* ki-Pollan* From Captain R. Henry, who was 
appointed to the battalion in 1S05, and was for sometime in command of it, 
fif Battalion 37 th»' — Castor-ki'Palt an. From Colonel (afterwards Lieute¬ 
nant-Gene at) H. DeCastrO, who was Colonel of the corps for several years. 
2Bd Battalion: — Mapert-ki*Paltan . — From Lieutenant-Colonel 

!t. Mabert, who was appointed to the command in 1805.—P, 
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by an officer of great energy and experience, Licntenant-Colonel 
W. Burn, 2- 14th Native Infantry, whom, on the approach of the 
Mabrattas, Colonel Qriiterlony had promptly called in, with his 
battalion, from Saharanpur. The troops composing the garrison were 
the 2-4thj the a-uth, four companies of the 2- 17th, and about MOQ 
irregular infantry ; but the walls of the city were in a ruinous htate 
and unfit 10 bear a siege, even had it been practicable to defend 
a place ten miles round For any length of time with rather less titan 
3,500 men. However, all that was possible for rendering the place 
secure was done on the receipt of news of Holkar's approach. The 
enemy's army arrived before the walls on the morning of the 6th of 
October, and at once began a heavy cannonade. On the next day, it 
being evident that a breach would soon be completed, a sortie was 
made by about 350 of the garrison under Lieutenant Rose, the party 
being made up of two companies of the 2-1.4th »-»d some irregulars, 
with one six-pounder gun: so vigorous was their attack that in a few 
minutes they got possession o! the batteries, spiked the guns, and 
threw the enemy into great confusion. On the 14th, the guns 
of the enemy opened a general cannonade, under cover of which 
an assault was made on the Lahore gate; but it was received with 
so much steadiness that the storming party was repulsed with consi¬ 
derable loss. Disheartened by these failures and hearing that General 
Lake was approaching, the Mabrattas raised the siege on the right 
of the 14th, and decamped before the next morning. Colonel 
Ochterlony, in his report of the siege, says that the “ fatigue suffered 
by both officers and men could be exceeded by nothing but the cheer¬ 
fulness with which it was endured/' The small number of the garrison 
did not admit of regular reliefs or make it safe for the uen to undress; 
to sustain them therefore in their fatigues, provisions and sweetmeats 
were issued daily, “ which/' says Colonel Ochlerlony," had the best 
effect upon their spirits/* 

General Lake, harassed all the way from Muttra by Holkar and 
his cavalry, whom, however, ho could not bring to action, arrived at 
Delhi on the iSih of October. Holkar, having sent off his infantry 
1 and guns to Deig (Deeg or Dig), now moved northwards, with his 
• cavalry, into the Doab, which he proceeded to lay waste, and on die 
30th of October, at SJmmli, he surrounded and attacked Colonel 
, Burn, who, on the Commander* iu-Chiefs arrival at Delhi, had 
| marched fiom that place cowards Saharaupur with the 2- 14th Native 












assault was delivered at midnight on the 33rd— 24th, the force detailed 
tor this purpose having been divided into three columns. The right 
and left columns stormed and captured the enemy’s trenches md 
batteries, while the centre column entered the breach ; the resistance 
of the garrison was desperate, but by 2 o'clock in the morning of ibe 
24th the whole fortress, except the citadel, was in our possession this 
last post was evacuated by the enemy during the following night* 

The loss of the British was 43 killed and 1 84 wounded, two of the 
former (Captain Young, i-8th, and Lieutenant Bowyer* i-i3lh, Native 
Infantry) and thirteen of the latter being British officers* The Corps 
of Pioneers and the i-8th and i-iath Native Infantry were promi¬ 
nently engaged in the storming of the fortress* 

The shekel afforded to Holkar's troops in the fortress of Deig was 1 
sufficient evidence of the treachery towards the Knglish of its master, January* iic§, 
Ran jit Singh, Rajah of Bhurtpore, who had hitherto been professedly 
on friendly terms with the British Government- The fail of Deig was 
a great blow, both to Holkar and the Rajah, but in order to complete 
ihe work it seemed necessary to the Com m andcr-in-Chief that Bhurt¬ 
pore should also be reduced* The latter was a place of exceptional 
strength: the town, eight miles in circumference, was thoroughly 
fortified and fully garrisoned* while the fort at its eastern extremity ! 
was deemed impregnable* The army marched from Deig on the 2Sth 
December, and, having been joined by Major-General Dowdesweil 
with the 75th (Highland) Regiment and a supply of stores arrived 
before Bhurtpore on January and, 1805. Batteries were at once 
creeled and the siege commenced, and after six days the breach 
was reported practicable ; that this information was faT from being 
rounded on fact was proved by the disastrous result of the first assault* 
which (9th January') was repulsed with a loss of 85 killed {including 
6 officers) and 371 (including 23 officers) wounded, being nearly 
double that experienced at the capture of Deig. Contemporary 
non-official accounts seem to show that the attack was as ill-conducted 
as the information which led to it was inaccurate; in fact, the 
secret of the failure seems to have been overweening and careless 
confidence, the proof of which is given in the words of an eyewitness, 
who records the general impression of the army : ** that our failure bad 
been merely the effect of accident, and that nothing was required , 
but a frt*>h breach to enable us to enter the place in triumph* 1 No | 
more precautions were taken to secure the success of the second i 
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assault, which took place on the 2 t st of January: the position of the 
batteries prevented any accurate view being obtained of the breach 
or ditch, and to remedy this, the expedient was hit upon of sending 
three troopers of the 3rd Native Cavalry, in the guise of deserters, who 
were to gallop towards the ditch, and, having taken a good look at it 
and the breach, were to return with their report to head-quarters. 
This plan succeeded so far that the garrison was deceived and 
allowed the troopers to approach unmolested ; buf the latter had not 
the presence of mind to profit by .this circumstance, and having taken 
s> hurried glance at the breach and ditch, they galloped back to the 
cam p, where they pronounced the latter fordable and the breach prac¬ 
ticable. Acting upon ibis very inadequate reconnaissance, an assault 
wa* ordered for the following day. The storming party advanced to 
the edge of the ditch under a heavy fire, when they were confronted bv 
I a sheet of water beyond the depth of a man and upwards of thirty feet 
'wide : after being kept for nearly an hour exposed to the fall violence 
of the enemy’s fire, the column had to retire without attempting the 
breach, and with a loss of 74 killed and 514 wounded, making a total 
of 588, including 19 British officers, of whom 3 were killed and 16 
wounded, 

On the 9th February, Lake was reinforced by a division of 
the Bombay Amy (which included H M/a 65th and S6th Regi¬ 
ments) under the command of Major-General Richard Jones, and 
on the 20th and am a third and a fourth attempt were made to 
carry the town, but on each occasion the same wain of judgment and 
the same disregard of necessary precautions were displayed, and the 
sanle disastrous results followed. The fact was that tire material of 
which the walls were built, and which led the British officers to des¬ 
pise the place us “ a mud fort/* was the cause.of the failure of their 
attacks, even when the ditch had been crossed and the breach 
attempted ; the effect of artillery fire was merely to cause the walls 
' to crumble, and not to fall in blocks; w'hat remained was even more 
; precipitous than before, and what fell afforded no foot-hold to the 
assailing parties. 

At the same time it is to be observed that Lake undertook the siege 
with totally inadequate means, not only as regards the strength of his 
force generally, but also with respect to siege equipment, and the 
numbers of artillery men and pioneers at his disposal. 

1 The loss in the third assault amounted to 162 killed (including 
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tWa'ritf(. a few irregulars, and six guns. This force was hard pressed 
by Holkar for some days, until the approach of the British Army 
compelled him to tetire. No sooner had I-.uke received intelligence 
oi Holkars movements ihan he determined on a vigorous pursuit. 
Leaving Major-General Fraser * with all the infantry except the reserve 
brigade, and two regiments of Native cavalrv, to look after Holkar's 
infantry and guns, he crossed the Jumna, near Delhi (31st October) 
with his three regiments of light dragoons, the 1st, 4th and 6th Native 
Cavalry, a troop of horse artillery, and the Reserve Brigade (composed 
of the flank companies of the 22nd Foot and the i-taih, 2.12th, 
and 1-a is; Native infantry), and proceeded in search of Holkar. 

Proceeding by forced marches, Lake relieved Colonel Burn at 
Shamil on the 3rd November, and reached Meerut on the 8th. Leav -1 
ing Colonel Burn here, reinforced by the i-zist Native Infantry, ‘ 
he resumed the pursuit of Holkar, and proceeded by Hapur, j 
Bul&ndshahr, Khasganj and Altcmnj (where he left his infantry),! 
to Furruckabad, under the walls of which place he found the [ 
Mahrattas encamped on the morning of the 17th of November. The 
enemy were completely surprised, and had no time to defend them- I 
selves, as the British troops dashed into their camp without warning, j 
cut numbers of them to pieces and pursued the remainder'for ten*' 
miles. Their loss was enormous—not less than three thousand in ! 
killed alone, while ours was only 3 killed and 25 wounded. 

Meanwhile General Fraser marched down the right bank of the 
Jumna to near Muttra, and thence to Deig, in the Bhunpore Rajah's 
territory, Baying been joined tn rmtt by the Bengal European Regi¬ 
ment from Muttra. At Dtig he found the enemy encamped j 

in a very strong position, their right resting on a large tank and covered ^ 

by a fortified village, their front and left protected by an extensive 1 
jhll, with a chain of batteries in rear extending up to the walls of 
the fort. On. the morning of the 13th of November, leaving two 
ba.talions to protect his camp. Genera! Fraser advanced to the attack, 
himself leading the first line, which was the rst (Munson's) Brigade, 
composed of His Majesty's 76th and the 1.2nd anti 1.4th Native In¬ 
fantry, which, having passed round the tank, carried the village on the 
enemy's right, ami then, running down the hill beyond, charged the 
first line of guns. In this advance General Fraser's leg was shot off, 
an d Colo nel Monson succeeded to the command. The rst Brigade,' 

* Major-General John Henry Fraser, His Majesty's. Service—P. 
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having carried the guns, continued to advance, charging the whole 
succession of batteries for a distance of two miles. Meanwhile the 
second line, which was the 2nd {Browne’s) Brigade,composed of the 
Bengal European Regiment and the i-i^ih and 2- 15th Native Infantry 
moving towards the enemy’s left, under cover of some rising ground, 
kept the infantry and batteries on that side in check until the arrival 
of reinforcements, when the enemy were obliged to retire in haste 
and were driven into the morass, where numbers of them perished. 
At the same time a body of the enemy's cavalry came up and re-took 
the guns lately seized by the first line and began to work them against 
the British, they were, however, charged and compelled to retire by 
Captain Norford, with a party of only 2S men of the 76th Foot, but 
in the performance of this exploit, that gallant officer was unfortunately 
killed. 

In this action the Mahrattas lost heavily, the killed alone being not 
less than 2,000: 87 of their guns were captured (including six that 
had been presented to them by Lord Cornwallis at Scringapatam in 
1792, and 14 that had been lost in Munson's disastrous retreat) E and 
his army was almost entirely dispersed, the shattered remain of it 
being forced to take shelter in the fortress of Deig, 

The British loss was also severe, amounting to 148 kilted (includ¬ 
ing five officers), and 479 wounded (including 18 officers), and *7 
missing,-—in all 654, Among the killed were Lieutenant Forbes, 
i«2nd, Lieutenants Faithful and Burges, i-tth, and Assistant -Surgeon 
Lyons, 2- 15th Native Infantry, Lieutenants Hales and Boyd, a- 15th, 
died of their wounds within a few days after the battle, and Major- 
General Fraser succumbed to b-s injuries on the 25th, at Muttra, 

Of the Bengal native regiments present at the battle of Deig (the 
and and 3rd Light Cavalry, and the 5thy yth, ytfa, 30th, 31st, and 
44th Native Infantry), all of which bore the name on their standards 
and colours, the 2nd (the Queen^ Own) Bengal (Light) Infantry 
(formerly the and the 3T3U, is the only one which survives. 

After the action at Furruekubad General Lake, having continued 
his pursuit cf Holkar, who fled towards Dcig, re-joined the force, 
now under Colonel Monaon* at Muttra on the 28th November, to 
which place it had fallen back after the battle of the 13th, Advanc¬ 
ing from that place on the 1st December, Lake took up a position 
before Deig on the 13th and prosecuted the siege of that fortress 
with all possible vigour, A practicable breach "having been made, the 









BENGAL NATIVE ARMY. 


<Sfe 


one officer) arid 732 wounded (including 26 officers). In the fourth 
assault we had 135 killed (including 6 officers) and 862 wounded 
(including 38 officers). Our total loss before Ehurtpore thus amounted 
to 446 killed and 3,479 wounded, or 2,9*5 a K> including 16 
officers killed and 93 wounded. Among the former were Lieutenants 
Go wing and Percival, of the Bengal Artillery, Ensign Waterhouse of 
the a-izth, and Lieutenants Hartley and M’Gregor of the 2-1 gth 
Native Infantry, Lieutenant Moore and Ensign Chance of the 
Bengal European Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Hammond of the 
1-2nd, Lieutenant Kerr of the i-8tb, and Major Radcliffe of the 
i-i3fh Native Infantry, died of their wounds. 

Several small engagements took place in the surrounding country 
during the siege, in one of which near Kombhir, an attack was made 
hr the enemy on a convoy escorted by the 1st Native Cavalry and the 
1-151b Native Infantry; the escort was hard pressed and obliged to 
abandon part of the convoy, but the 37th Light Dragoons and the and 
Native Cavalry arriving opportunely, the tables were turned, the convoy 
saved, and ^ great number of the enemy killed, 
f Skinner's Horse, afterwards so famous, distinguished them¬ 
self in several actions during the progress of the siege. They were 
despatched with the whole of the British Cavalry force under Major* 
General Smith* against Amir Khan, % Fiudari chief, in alliance with 
Holkar and the Rajah of Bhurtpore, who had collected an army and 
made an incursion “into the Company's territory In the Doab and 
Rohitkhand, The British force, after a hoi pursuit, overtook the 
enemy at Afzalgmrh on the 2nd of March, routed them completely, and 
annihilated their infantry, sust&inmglts|o &3 of 9 killed and 44 (.includ¬ 
ing four dragoon officers) wounded, j 

After the failure of the fourth attejarfpt to storm Bhurtpore, the liege 
was converted into a blockade, and Ran jit Singh, finding himself 
deprived of any efficacious support from his allies, Holkar and Amir 
Khan, took the opportunity of endeavouring to come to terms. 
Meanwhile the cavalry, having returned from the Doab, continued to 
harass the camp of Holkar, who remained in the neighbourhood 
of Bhurtpore, and, after inflicting on him one tolerably severe defeat, 
finally compelled him to retire beyond the Chambal river. 


* Major-Genera] John Smith belonged to His Majesty 1 * Service. He had been 
for twenty-five years an officer of the i$t Foot Guard*, with which corjj^ lie had 
Served during the campaign of 1 793-94 in the Netherlands. He died at Muttra on 
the 6 th August, iSofl.*—f\ 
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About the same time a force under Captain H, W, Royle, 
i-ioth Native Infantry, consisting of 1 the f-25th Native Infantry, 
i six companies of the 2-24th, a battalion of irregular infantry and 
I a body of horse '(formerly in the service of Sindhia) commanded by 
Colonel Pohlman, marched from Agra 011 the 3 6 th of March, against 
the remnant of Holkar's infantry under the Rajah Khushal Rao, 
which, after defeating some hostile cavalry on the 31st, it met on 
the 7th of April under the fortified town of Adalatnagan The enemy 
were defeated with loss and all their baggage and some guns fell 
into the hands of the British. The casualties on our aide were 14 
killed and 37 wounded,—including Lieutenant W. H. Carrington, 
r-zjth, who lost a leg and afterwards died of his wounds. 

The Rajah of Bhurtpore had for some time been negotiating with 
Lake ; though be had thus far been successful in defending his 
fortress, the active preparations that he had observed to be golngon for 
a renewal of the nege struck him with dismay, and he thought it best 
to come to an accommodation with his persevering foe. Accord¬ 
ingly, on the 10th of April, the terms of a treaty were agreed on, and 
on the 21 st the camp was broken up and the army marched south¬ 
wards across the Chain bed to watch the movements of Sindhia, 
who, in consequence of our ill-success at Bhurtpore. was again col¬ 
lecting his forces and threatening the British frontier, The army 
was for some time encamped at jittor, beyond the Chambal, where 
it was joined by the Eundelkhand detachment under Colonel 
MartmdelL However, no collision .with Sindhia occurred, and at 
the end of May the encampment broke up, Martindell proceeding to 
Gwalior, and the Bombay Division to Rajputana, while Lake and his 
army marched to Agra and Muttra. 

Some minor operations now claim attention. It has already been 
related that when Monson was retreating before Holkar he left 
Captain Hutchinson in Rurapura with a small force. This detach¬ 
ment was not molested by Holkar, and remained quietly in Ram- 
pura until the cold weather set in, when Captain Hutchinson set to 
work vigorously to clear the surrounding country, and open the way 
for the Bombay Division, which was then, under Major-General 
Jones, on its way io join General Lake. He took Kataoli and 
Rimangaon, and captured Zamina, Karawal and Dbalra by storm, 
and by the end of March had in a great measure reduced the sur¬ 
rounding country to order. 
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During this period Colonel Bum had been actively employed in 
he districts to the north of Delhi, where the Sikhs were giving 
much trouble, ravaging country about Saharanpur, Deoband, 
and Thanesar, and making incursions even as tar as Shatnli. He 
had several skirmishes with parties of these people, and on the 23rd 
November 1804, after a tolerably severe conflict, in which the British 
detachment had 124 killed and wounded, he succeeded in defeating 
them at Deoband and killing their leader, Shcr Singh, when they re¬ 
tired beyond the Jumna* They returned again in March 1805, but 
were again driven off by this energetic officer. 

In October, 1804, it became necessary to undertake operations in 
Cuttack, in consequence of the Rajah of Khurda, a man of const- J 
derable local influence, having thrown in his lot with the Mahrattas, 
and, at their instigation, cut up several small detachments which 
had been left in his country by Colonel Hareourt* The force em¬ 
ployed against the Rajah included a detachment of the Bengal 
Artillery, am* two companies of the i~5th and four of the a-;th 
Bengal Native Infantry* On the 19th October, Captain Hickland, 
with the two companies of the 1-5th and one six-pounder, met a 
portion of the Rajah's forces, upwards of a thousand strong, at Dillon, 
near Khurda, and routed them with great slaughter, Khurda was 
taken by storm on the yth December, not without considerable loss 
on our side. The Rajah took refuge in the jungles, bin was cap¬ 
tured shortly afterwards, and placed in confinement at Midnapore. 

In the spring of 1805, before the termination of the operations 
directed against Bhurtpore, and when the prospects of peace were at 
the least precarious, an important addition was made to the strength 
of the -army by order of the Governor-General This was the form¬ 
ation of two additional regiments of regular cavalry, the ;th and Sth, 
the orders for which were promulgated (G, 0 * C. C, 5th April 
1S05) when Lord Lake was still before Bhurtpore* It was directed 
that these regiments were to be raised forthwith at Ghazipur, the 
7U1 by Captain W. H* D* Knox and Lieutenant James Mocklcr, and 
the 8th by Lieutenants R* Pepper and S, Reid, a nucleus being 
afforded by the existing regimems, and the recruiting for both corps 
being under the superintendence of Lieutenant-Colonel T. S* 
Bateman. 

In this place it might be mentioned that, since the commencement 
of the war, large bodies of irregular horse which had served under 
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Perron in Sindhia’s armies had, on tlieir volunteering, been taken 
into the British service* and shared in the later operations* Amongst 
these were the corps under Lucan which formed part of Mon son s 
detachment, and that under Colonel PohWn which fought under 
Captain Boyle at AdaUtnagar in April 1805* But of all the ^regu¬ 
lar cavalry employed at this time, none attained such renown as 
the corps commanded by Captain James Skinner* which original 1/ 
consisted of eight risalahs, but which was considerably increased 
during lh*i war. Captain Skinner, who was elected commandant 
by the men themselves, had been serving Sindhia in Perrons 
army, Where he had already gained considerable distinction, and 
on joining the British Army he stipulated that he should not be 
employed against his old master, “ Skinner* s Horse was the 
origin of the present ist and 3rd Bengal Cavalry* 

In the autumn of 1805, Holkar collected a numerous force and 
marching rapidly to the north entered the Punjab, where he hoped 
to induce the Sikhs to join him against the English, Lake went 
promptly in pursuit and chased him to the banks of the Boas, where he 
finally gave in and entered into a treaty, which brought this long war 
to an end. In this last expedition Lake hud with him the Bengal 
Horse Artillery, the 8th, 24th (late 27th) and 25th (late at**) L % hl 
Dragoons, the 3rd and 6th Native Cavalry, the 2 md Foot, the Bengal 
European Regiment, the i-gfh, i-utli, z-i4th r 2-K ? th and 1-21st 
Native Infantry, and Skinner's- and Murray's Irregular Cavalry. 
The arm> moved back to British territory in January 1806, and 
was broken up at Delhi in the following month. 

( The conclusion of peace was immediately followed by extensive 
reductions ami retrenchments,. The Body-Guard, which at the begin¬ 
ning of the war had been raised to $ strength of zoo men, was 
again reduced to ioo, who were moreover to be bOrne on the rolls oE 
the several regular regimenK Captain Skinner*** corps was entirely 
reduced, with the exception of his Khas flmiah, which was detailed 
for police dnty in the Delhi district. Companies' of regular infantry 
were reduced to 80 privates each, and all the provincial battalions 
were disbanded, much to the disgust of the regulars*, who found 
themselves detailed for the local duties for which the former corps 


had been raised' 
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Shortly after'the return of Lord Lake from the Punjab, affairs at 
GoL&d claimed attention. One of the articles of the treaty with 
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this fort should be assigned to him, on hit provid¬ 
ing the Rana of Go had wjth art equivalent elsewhere. The kiludar, 
however, instigated by the Rani, refused to surrender the fort, and it 
became necessary to coerce him* A force under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bowie (2-nth, 2*i6th, 2-24tb. i-a^th.and 2-2$th 
Native Infantry) was accordingly despatched for this purpose in 
February i 3 o 6 , anti after a sharp conflict in which the detachment 
lost five officers and about 100 men killed and wounded, the place 
v as captured. Lieutenant W. B> Macvitie, 2-iiih, and Lieutenant 
J. Gill, 2*2 5th, were killed. 

In October, i8o6 r it was found necessary to send a detachment 
from Cawnpore to reduce Badekh, a small but strong fort belong¬ 
ing to a refractory sermndar named Apparbal Singh, and situated 
beyond the JtLmna, about eighteen miles to the north-west of Kalpi, 
The detachment consisted of part of the 2-Bth Native Infantry and 
two six-pounder guns, and was under the command of Captain 
Owen of the 2-8th ; it reached Badekh on the 21st October, and 
the guns having failed to effect a breach, an attempt was made the 
same evening lo carry the place by escalade* which, however, proved 
a failure owiog to ihe ladders not being of sufficient length, and the 
storming party had to be withdrawn, having sustained a loss of 
twelve wounded, amongst whom was Lieutenant Payne of the Artil¬ 
lery* On receipt of inteiUgeiice of this repulse a reinforcement was 
sent out consisting of a troop of the 3rd Native Cavalry, two com¬ 
panies of the 17th Foot and two of the 1 -16th Native Infantry, with 
two 12-pounder nod two 18-poonder guns. Before, however, this 
reinforcement could reach Captain Owen's camp, Apparbal Singh 
surrendered, and the troops returned to Cawnpore, 

In January, 180?, a force (the 17th Foot, a-ist and i*i6th 
Native Infantry) commanded by Lieutenant-Col on el Hawkins, took 
the fort of Chamir, near Kunch, in Bundelkhand, by storm, after a 
desperate resistance which occasioned considerable loss. Lieutenant 
F, M’Gregor, 171b Foot, and Lieutenant A. M'Queen, a*i»t Native 
Infantry, fell in the conflict, 



Badekh 


tlo* 


* Lieutenant Payne was carried into Cawnporc, whom he died of his wound on 
the 35th October. In Stubfa< v Ifutoy of the Bengal Artillery (VuL III., p. 53S} 
it is erroneously stated that he received his mortal wound in an attack on a fort in 
the Aligarh district,— P, 
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In February, 1807, Lord Lake vacated the appointment of Com* 
mandei-in-Chief, and returned to England * He was succeeded by 
Lieutenant-General George Hewett. 

On the 13th November, 1807, the forceunder Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hawkins, who was commanding in Bundeikhand, was employed 
in the reduction of the fort of Sehlehuganj, near Kaitah. After 
some resistance, the enemy were driven out of the place* The 
British force (which, besides artillery, consisted of the 3-ist, 

i-zGth, and 2- 2 6th Native Infantry) sustained z loss of. 2 men 
killed, and Captain-Lieutenant T, Wilson, 2-26th t and 9 men 
“wounded. 

In the autumn of 1807, a large force was assembled at Aligarh, 
under (he command of Major-General Dickens,f to reduce the 
forts of Komona and Ganauri, the strongholds of a refractory chieftain, 
named Dhundia Khan, The force consisted of two troops of 
the 24th Light Dragoons, font troops of the 3rd and five of the 
6th Native Cavalry, the Corps of Pioneers, the 17th Foot, the i-gih 
1* 13th, 1*331$, 1-27th and 2-37th Native Infantry, and a battalion 
formed of the grenadier companies of various other native corps, 
Komona was invested on October mh, 1807, and after a siege of 
three weeks, an assault was attempted on November 18th; die 
assailants were, however, driven back with great loss, but not befort 
they had inflicted such slaughter on the enemy that the latter evacu¬ 
ated the fort the following night. The British casualties in the assault 
were 103 killed and 436 wounded, among the former being 
Lieutenant-Colonel William Duff, of the 1 - 91b Native Infantry, 
who commanded a brigade. Captains J. Radcliffe and W. Kirk, 17th 
Foot, S. Brown, r-glh Native Infantry, and J, Robertson, 3-^ist 
Native Infantry (Grenadiers), and Lieutenants J. M'Leod, z-syth 
Native Infantry, and JL Du Feu (1,33rd), of the Pioneers; Lieu te* 
nams G* Roiland, i-^th, and D. C* Livingstone, of the grenadiers 


Lard Lake *as born on the 37th Jtdy, 17*4, and entered the sendee 00 the 5th M&F, *758. 
aj an_S0*ign In the rgt Font Guards, He served with some dlstfnctiba in the American War 
n ^F CB(len f c i 3nd fn the Netherlands in 1795-94, acd commanded the brfcadfc of Guard? In 
1 * T i ;aat action of UncefW*, Tfith August, 1793. He was afterwards employed in the 
map press 1 0 n of the rebeUi on cl 1793 in Ireland, Hfs c area- tn I n d ta is bri efl v s h a w n tn the prt- 
cea'n R pages. He did not king survive his return to England. Having caught cold while 
scttu.s ft? stmember bf the Court-Mar Hal on General VVhtteLdeke (of Buenos Ayrea notoriety), 
he (f.cd on thffmth February * i&oB,—p. 

j. A / Richard Mart Dickens (Lieutenant •Colonel of Her Majesty's 34 th Foot; 

died Muttra on the ?gth A|g] t iScS,-P, 
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cil the 2-21 st Native Infantry, died of their wounds. Lieutenant 
J, H, Jones, of the Engineers, was killed, and Lieutenant T* K. 
Ramsay (2-1 ith;, of the Pioneets, mortally wounded during the siege. 

The force afterwards marched against Ganauri, distant some seven¬ 
teen miles from Komona ; the place was invested on the 23rd Nov¬ 
ember, and surrendered as soon as a breach was effected on the 1 ith 
December. No loss was sustained on our side. 

In 1807-8, it was found necessary to send detachments against 
various refractory zemindars in Oudh. Akb&rpore was taken by 
storm in March, 1807, by Major QtDoimtil, 2-12th Native infantry. 
The forts of Baddri, Samartpur and Gurba were subdued without 
loss by Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, I*i2th Native Infantry, in 
April .and May, tSoS; and Major CFDoiwell, a-iath, took that of 
Pathar-serat by storm after a smart resistance, in October* 1808. 

In 1808, a volunteer battalion of sepoys was formed to take part in 
an expedition, under Captain Weguelin, to the island of Macao, the 
object of which was to occupy that place in order to prevent its falling 
mto the hands of the French. The Chinese, however, did not at all 
understand this action, and immediately broke off ail connection with 
the island, thus completely stopping its trade. The troops were there¬ 
fore withdrawn and returned to India in February, 1809. 

In j8o8, an important change was introduced into the organisa¬ 
tion of the Native Infantry, vh. f the formation of light companies. 
In a circular dated the 12th April the Commander-in-Chief directed 
the organisation of a light Company in each battalion, and later on 
(G. G. 0 ., 19th August, iSoS) it was ordered that this company was 
in future to he considered a fixed part of each battalion, and that 
each battalion was thereafter to be composed of two grenadier, one 
light and seven battalion companies. In the following October orders 
were issued io assemble the several light companies (except those 
of the 20th Regiment) at certain stations to practise light infantry 
held movements, and on assembly they were organised into six 
battalions, which were placed un der the command of selected officers. 
These light battalions were broken up in February, 1809, except the 
4th, which, being on field service in Bundelkhand, was not broken up 
until May, 1811, 

In 1808 Ran jit Singh, the Sikh Chief of Lahore, having* extended 
his power over the greater part of the Punjab as well as over some 
of the hill states, carried his arms across the Sutlej and attacked the 
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Sikh Chiefs under British protection. This led, early in 1809, to the 
assembly of a force in the vicinity or Ludhiana, for the purpose of 
preventing further inroads, while a mission, of which Mr- Charles 
Metcalfe was the head, proceeded to Amritsar to meet Ranjit Singh 
and endeavour to effect a peaceable settlement with him. The force 
concentrated on the frontier was under the command of Major- 
General St. Leger, and was composed, besides artillery, of the 
following corps :—The 8th and 24th Light Dragoons, the 4th, 5th, 
6ih and 8th Native Cavalry, the 17th Foot, the 2-ioih, 1-23rd and 
i-zydi Native Infantry, and the 2nd and 3rd Light Infantry Batta¬ 
lions * The uegodatiems with Ranjit Singh proved successful and 
a treaty of amity and alliance was entered into, under which it was 
agreed that the Sikh chief would not commit or suffer any encroachment 
on the rights or possessions of chiefs on the left bank of the Sutlej,--a 
treaty to which Ranjit Singh steadfastly adhered until his death thirty 
years later. The force under the command of General St. Leger was 
broken up and returned to cantoumenu in April and May, 1809 
It was during the negocialiens at Amritsar that an incident occur¬ 
red which produced a remarkable effect on the mind of Ranjit Singh. 
While Mr. Metcalfe was encamped near that place with his escort 
(two companies of ^epoys taken from the 1-2 3rd and 2-23^ Native 
Infantry, under the command of Captain Topbam) the festival ti the 
Moharram occurred { 10th February, 1S09}, which the Mahomedan 
sepoys of the detachment celebrated in the usual way according to 
their annual custom. The sight of the fasiafist however, inflamed the 
Akhalis (the most fanatical of the Sikh sects) to madness, and a 
body of two or three thousand of them assembled and made a furious 
attack on the escort. Fortunately Mr. Metcalfe and Captain Popham 
had had some warning, and when the Akhalis approached they found 
the detachment drawn up in readiness to receive them. After some 
firing had taken place, Captain Popham, seeing that several of his 
men had fallen, ordered an advance, a volley, and a charge with the 
bayonet The Akhalis stood the volley without flinching, but the 
sight of the levelled sled was too much for them, and they turned 
and fled into the city, pursued by the sepoys, leaving thirty of their 
number lying killed or wounded on the field. Of the escort. Captain 
Fergusont 2-23rd, and 16 men were wounded. Ranjit Singh 
appeared on the scene just as the aft air ended, and was deeply Ina- 


* The light companies of the 4-i6th, j-ztstand Native loi*otry were 

i ntludcd in one ot cither these battaliofiSH— --P. 
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the facility with which a couple of hundred British 
sepoys had discomfited and put to flight several thousands of his 
fiercest soldiers. He determined thenceforth, to adopt European 
arms and discipline in his army, and thus the insignificant affray at 
Amritsar may be said to have been the foundation of the disciplined 
Sikh Army which we met in so many bloody conflicts thirty-six 
years later. 

In January, 1809, it became necessary to send a force against 
Lachman Lawah, the refractory chief of Ajig&rh in fiundelkhand. 
The detachment employed was under the command ot Lieutenant- 
Colonel Martindell, and consisted (besides artillery) of— 

The 3cd Native Cavalry (3 squadrons). 

„ s-int Native Infantry (4 companies), 

>1 i- 3 r d >1 (5 *1 )■ 

„ J-4th „ (3 n V- 

„ i-iSth 

„ 3-26th „ (5 companies), 

Tl 4th Light Infantry Battalion.* 

Pioneers (detachment). 

The fortified outpost of Kajaoli was stormed on January zzud* with 
a loss of 28 men killed, and three officers (one, Lieutenant Jamieson, 
i-iqth, serving with the Light Battalion, mot tally) and 112 men 1 
wounded. The detachment, reinforced by three companies of the 53rd 
Foot, and five of the i-36th Native Infantry, then advanced against 
Ajig&rh, and having carried the hill of Bahauta, which commands 
that nlace, proceeded to bombard the fort, and obliged the garrison 
to surrender on February 13th. 

In the autumn of the same year* the settlement of the province of 
Hariana, lying to the west of Delhi, which had for years been in a 
disturbed state, necessitated the employment of military force against 
the turbulent Jat inhabitants, A strong detachment, under Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel George Ball, consisting of the ist Battalions of the 9th 
and 22nd and the and Battalions of the 18th and a 3rd, with some 
companies of the ist of the 10th and 2nd of the 24th, the 6th Bengal 
Native Cavalry, Skinner's Horse, and a strong artillery train, was 
accordingly sent thither. It met with no active opposition, except 
at the town of Bbawani, which was promptly attacked and carried by 
assault on the 29 th of August, The garrison fought with courage, and 
oar loss was not inconsiderable, amounting to one officer (Lieutenant 

* The 4th Light lnlantty Battafton was composed of the light companies of 
the in&U 1 ‘7th, i-i£th , 3 ‘iath, i-igth, wGth, anda-SSth Native lofantry.-P. 
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j wounded. The loss of the insurgents was more than a thousand. 

Later in the year a force* composed of detachments of the s- 4 tk 
| j- 9th, 2-i6th f aad wist, was ordered against the fort of Nanpara, 
I to Oudh, which place was occupied without opposition. 

During the winter of 1809-10 the i-gth Native Infantry, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel McGrath, was employed in the 
coercion of some refractory zemindars in the Bahraich district, 
Otidh, In the assault of the fort of Pragpur, on the 4th January, 
t8io* the battalion had 50 men shot down, and two of its officers. 
Lieutenants Woolley and Dixon, were killed. The gallantry of the 
battalion was specially commended by the • Comraander-in- Chief 
(G, £X C. C,, 17th January 1810)* 


Towards the end of 1809, in consequence of Amir Khan having 
attacked the Bajah of Berar, whereby-many British interests were 
imperilled} it became necessary to move forces into Malwa. The 
principal force was sent from the Madras side, but a smaller one, 
under Colonel Manind ell,—composed of the ist, 5th, and 6th Native 
Cavalry, the 53rd Foot, the f-17th, 1-19!^ i-aand and w6th Native 
Infantry, and the 4th Light Infantry Battalion, with a proportion of 
Artillery and Pioneers,—was moved from Bundelkhand to co-operate 
with the Madras troops, and proceeded (January iStoj to the vicinity 
of Sironj, Amir Khan withdrew on these movements being made; 
no collision teok«place, and in the course of the following months the 
troops returned to their stations. 

About this time it became necessary to undertake operations in 
Bundclkhand against Gop;il Singh, This was an adventurer who 
had some years before’usurped the district of Kolra, but being now 
dispossessed of it, he look to the hills and jungles with his followers 
and thence began making irruptions into the various districts of 
Bundelkhand, carrying fire and sword wherever he appeared. Having 
defeated the forces of the Rajahs of Parma and Kotra, he grew so 
bold that it became necessary to send British troops against him 
Captain E, P. Wilson, with seven companies of the w6th and 
three of the r-yth Native Infantry, attacked him at Parari, near 
K&karati, on the iSth February, 1810, but though he inflicted heavy 
loss on the enemy (his own being 6 killed and 40 wounded, includ^ 
ing f our officers), the general result was indecisive, and Gopal Singh 


1 soon after descended the hills and burnt the cantonment of Tinowa. 
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It became necessary, therefore, to adopt more vigorous measures, 
and reinforcements were quickly sent to the disturbed districts. 
On the 19th March, Lieutenant-Colonel Brown, with the 1st Native 
Cavalry and a squadron of the 8th, totally routed Gopal Singh at 
Bichaund : and soon after Captain Wilson, with his detachment 
above named, reinforced by a squadron of the rst Native Cavalry 
and a company of pioneers, surprised and seized Gopal Singh's 
fortified camp at jhargarh. The leader escaped 10 the jungles, but 
it was not long before he reappeared, and several other actions 
were fought. On the 19th November, Captain Watson, with a 
part of the 1st Native Cavalry, defeated and cut up a large body 
of his adherents at Ehamork Soon after he was again defeated by 
Colonel Brown at Killed, and on the 26th June and the 7th Sep*, 
teraber, 1811, he sustained two more overthrows at the D&wani Pass 
and at Chirgaon. However, he continued the struggle until early in 
1812, when convinced of the hopelessness of the contest, he proffered 
his submission and was pardoned by the British Government. 

In August 1810, two volunteer battalions of Bengal sepoys were 
despatched with an expedition against the isle of France or Mauritius, 
These volunteers were furnished by the 6th and 25th Regiments, ihe 1st 
of the 15th and iijd of the 12th and 19th. The expeditionary force 
arrived and disembarked in Grande Baye (near the north-east 
extremity of the island, about fifteen miles from Port Louis* the 
capital) on the 39th November, 1810, and advanced on Port Louis 
at once. The resistance met with was feeble, and after a couple of 
smart skirmishes on the 30th November and the 1st December, : 
General Decaen, the French Governor, surrendered. It is said that the 
feebleness of the resistance was due to the refusal of the militia 
(who constituted about cne-third of the force at .Decaeti's disposal) to 
tight, and that these gentry, moreover, were very indignant at the 
employment against them of sepoys, declaring that 11 to have the 
black fellows of India sent against them was an indignity which no 
subject of His Majesty the Emperor and King could endure with 
any patience/* The total loss amounted to 29 killed, 99 wounded, 
and 45 missing, of which the share of the two volunteer battalions 
was one native officer and 32 men missing* A gold medal was 
bestowed on all commissioned officers, and a silver one on the men 
who served in this expedition. 


Expedlt ' 0O 
fift£in£t the 
Isle of Fra,t 


* London Gazette B^tr cor dinary, dated tbe 13th February, P« 
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In December tSio , in view of an expedition for the redaction of 
Java, five more battalions of volunteers were formed and designated 
the 3rd, 4ih, 5 th, 6th, and ?th (or the Light Infantry) Battalions of 
Bengal Volunteers. The troops detailed for this expedition were 
taken from the Bengal and Madras Presidencies, principally from the 
former. The Bengal Division* which was under the command of 
Colonel George Wood, consisted (besides the 14th and 59th Fool) of 
the following troops 


Governor-Genera]^ Body-Guard, under Captain Gall 
Two companies of Bengal artillery 
1st and 2nd Battalions. 20th {Marine) Bengal N, L 
Four battalions of volunteers . 

One light infantry battalion of volunteers 
Pioneers * . 


Mfirt. 

107 

no 

r.SOi 

3*592 

57 ® 

35 i 

6,2 87 


The troops from Bengal embarked in March 181 r, and on the 
let June the whole expedition had assembled at Malacca, under 
Lieutenant-General Sir Samuel Auehmuty, Here considerable delay 
occurred, and it was not until the 2nd of August that the expedi¬ 
tionary force, amounting to 10,Boo men, arrived off the north 
coast of Java, The troops landed at Chilling-Chin g without oppo* 
sidon on the 4th and advanced to Batavia, which place was entered 
on the 8th. Two days later the army, having advanced, attacked 
and defeated a division of the enemy near Weltervreden, about two 
miles from the main position of the Dutch in their entrenched 
camp at Cornelia. The whole army did not arrive before tha*: place 
until the 14th, when the enemy's forces opposed to them were esti¬ 
mated at 17 jQoq men, with about 280 guns. A fortnight was passed 
in making regular approaches, but, though considerable effect was 
produced, it soon became evident that a regular siege would be too 
long an undertaking, and it was resolved accordingly to make an 
effort to force the Dutch position by a coup de main. The attempt 
was completely successful, and on the r6ih of August the place was 
carried by storm ; the enemy made a gallant resistance, but tvere 
forced from their entrenchments, and, being driven into the open 
country, were pursued for several miles by the cavalry. More than 
2,000 are said to have been lulled, and 3,000 prisoners w ? ere taken, 
amongst them being three Generals, 34 field officers* 70 captains 
and 150 subalterns. The loss of the Brilish force during the whole of 
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■ations, from the date of landing, amounted to 735 British 
and 151 Natives hilled, wounded, and missing, of which the Bengal 
troops lost one British officer (Lieutenant-Fireworker Famaby, Bengal 
Artillery) and two Native officers hilled, and 13 British officers 
(of whom Captain Shaw, *-13th, and Lieutenant Murratl, a-j+th, 
both attached to the 6ih Volunteer Battalion, died of their wounds') 


and 5 Native officers wounded; 26 non-commissioned officers and 
men (including two European sergeants) hilled, and 108 wounded.-* 

After making "one more effort at Jati Ali on the 16th September, 
and again sustaining defeat, Genera! Janssens, the Dutch commander, 
capitulated, and the island of Java was surrendered to the English on 
the 17th of September.t Oil the conclusion of hostilities the Bengal 
troops, with the exception of some of the volunteer battalions, re¬ 
turned to India and received the thanks of Government in General 
Orders; medals were conferred on all ranks and in 1825 the Body- 
Guard and the two battalions of the 20th Native Infantry (the late 
25th and 40th) were granted permission to wear the word Java" 
on their standards, colours, and appointments. The 3rd and 4 ( h 
Battalions and the Light Infantry Battalion continued serving in Java 
until the island was restored to the Dutch in 1816. In the interval 
thev were not idle; in June 1812, the 4th and Light Infantry 
Battalions served at the storming of Yodhyakarta (usually called 
Jocjocarta), the palace-fort ot a rebellious Sultan in the intenot of 
Java,and in June, 1813, the 3rd Battalion shared in lift reduction of 
Sambas, a piratical state on the western coast of Borneo. In 1815, 
however, the Light Infantry Baitalion tarnished the fine reputation it 
had acquired : having been detained in the Eastern islands longer 
than the period for which they had volunteered, the men became 
discontented and insubordinate, and finally b-oke into open mutiny, for 
which crime several of the ringleaders were condemned tu suffer death. 

Towards the end of i8ti, the 2-21st Native Infantry, under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Tetley, was despatched from Mirza- 
pur to coerce the Rajah of Baidhi, in Rewah, whose people had been Bardhi. 
making incursions into and plundering the Mirzapur district. The 
battalion was repulsed with some loss in an imprudent attempt, 
without guns, on the fort of lihapawi, Colonel Tetley himself being 
■itnong the wounded, but eventually the Bafdhi chiefs forces were 
dispersed, al! his forts destroyed, and the country restored to order. 


* Linden Cud*tie Extraordinary, ijtt' December, i 8 i 1 ,—R. 
( Idem, 21st January, P. 
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In January, 1812, the contumacy of the kiladar of Kaliftjar, a 
strong fortress which stood twenty miles south-east of Banda in 
Bundelkhand, rendered it necessary to despatch a force against him. 
This force, which was under the command of Colonel Martindelb 
included both battalions of the nth Native Infantry, the 1st Batta¬ 
lions of the 7th and 22nd, the 2nd Battalions of the znd ) 5th,.and 
i6ihj and part of the Corps of Pioneers, On the 2nd of February, 
3812^ an attempt was made to storm the fort, but the assault was 
repulsed with heavy loss, two officers being killed, ir wounded, and 
210 men killed and wounded* This loss fell almost entirely on the 
53rd Foot, that of the Native troops being only 2 men killed and 
one officer (Lieutenant Faithful, 2-ioth, attached to the Pioneers) 
and 76 men wounded* The attempt, however, was so nearly success¬ 
ful that the kiladar^ fearing that the next attack might be still more 
vigorous, surrendered oft the following day. 

One more small affair remains to be noted before the com¬ 
mencement of another general war. This was the attack and storm¬ 
ing, at the close a! 1813, of a fort namedj-ntauri, in Bagheikhand, by 
a detachment under Lieu tenant-Colonel J, W. Adams, consisting of 
details from the 1st Battalions of the 5th, 9th, and 1 ith Regiments, and 
the 2nd Battalions of the 2nd and 10th. The place was reached 
after a trying march, assaulted on the same day (4th December}, 
and carried in the face of a desperate resistance by the garrison* The 
commander, Sariiaid Singh, a petty Rajah who had gratuitously 
attacked a detachment of the Company's troops, with almost all the 
garrison, fell in the assault.* The loss on our side was 5 killed and 
68 (including three British officers) wounded. 

Between the close of the Mahmtta war and the year 1S14 but few 
changes of strength or constitution were made in the Bengal Army. 
By G. 0 *, 29th November, 1805, orders had been issued that the 
Governor^Generars Body-Guard should he* furnished by details 
included in the strength of regiments of Native cavalry, but in *8oS 
(G. G* O*, 26th February) this loss of strength was counterbalanced 
by an increase of twelve men per troop. The uniform of the regular 
Native cavalry at this time (G* O* C* C., 7th December, iSog) was 
ordered to be French grey, with red facings and white buttons and 
lace. In the following year, however*the facings were again changed 
to yellow. In this year, too, we learn that no French grey cloth 
arrived from England, so the uniforms had to be made of red clo* 1 

** fomdatt Gazette t 13th August, 1814 *—East India United Service * 

June, 1837, pages 418-27.—?. 
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nd'it was not until 1S11 that the new regulation uniforms were 
sued complete* By G, 0 . C. C. f 41b May, iEio, the arming of 
ative cavalry was modified; two pistols were in future to be carried 
Itstead of one, as heretofore, and the proportion of carbines was 
.iced at fifteen per troop. Remounts al this time were obtained through 
te Government stud at Fuse, and G, 0 * C, C.» 19th May, 1807* author- 
es each cavalry officer to select one horse from those sent from the 
us.i stud to their regiment, the price for such chargers being RSoo, a 
derably large figure even in these days. 

In February, 1809 fG, 0 * C, C., 1st February>, orders were issued 
)r the rendezvous at Sonpat and Panipat of all the irregular horse 
1 the employ of Government; the whole to be commanded by 
jiajor James Skinner, At the same time a further enlistment for that 
IfTicer's regiment was ordered. Three months later (Proclamation, 
*, G., 29th May, 1809) Skinner's Horse was augmented to a strength 
f eight rmfahs, with galloper gutis attached. The strength and rates 
f pay of a rtsaiah are given as follows in the same order ;— 


a 

RisnltW , . . . 8 q 

Naib-RisaLdar * » * » ' * « • * .50 

Jemadar *»»-***•» 45 

Kot-Dafa 4 nr 35 

5 Dafadars, @ . ,38 

Nishan*t>ardar , • $8 

N a par chi . » . ■ ♦ - , , 2 $ 

roc Sowars, @ . » . « . , . 20 

Vakil ****.*.,. 20 

a Bhistfe, @.* 5 


The uniform of the corps at this time included a yellow jacket, with 
ed turbans and kamarbands. 

In 1815 (G. O. C, C,, 29th July) the establishment of Skinner's 
Torse was augmented to three corps of 1,000 sowars each, with the 
allowing staff and officers :-~ 

1 Captain. 

5 Lieutenants, 

5 Cornets, 1 

to Risatdars, 1 

Naib-Riwaldara. 41 
jo jemadars* 
to Kot-iiifadars, 

80 Dafadira. 

, to Ntshancliis. 

10 Nagarrhis. 

10 VakUa, 

100 Bhistis* 


H»vi!tUf ( . ) To wortl the 

&poy*. I) •**"***■ 
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Of these corps the second is now the 3rd Bengal Cavalry 
Three corps of Rohilla cavalry* commanded by Lieutenant Robert 
Captain Cunningham and Captain Baddeley, were also placed on th 
above strength* with the exception of the galloper guns, while in i Sc 
C.C, S rath May) another corps of irregular cavalry had bee 
raised for provincial work in the ceded and conquered provinces, an 
was known as Gardner’s Horse. II110 last is now the 2nd Bengi 
Lancers. 

Native artillery, of which a corps had again been raised in *79 
(Minutes of Council,dated 15th October), were employed throughoi 
the wars of these years, but instead of being formed into a separat 
corps, they were at first split up into small parties and attached to tii 
British companies, of which they formed a component part 


arrangement' as faulty as it was unsuccessful. At length in 1&05 the 
were ^collected into a Golandaz corps of five companies, while 111 th 
same year an irregular corps of Golandaz was formed at Delhi oE me 
who had come over from the Mahratta service, and was gradual! 
absorbed into the regular companies. These latter were raised t 
eight in number in 1808, In 1811, a troop of native horse artilter 
was formed for service in Java, but this was reduced on its return 
To the Bengal infantry but few additions were made up to 18M 
The Pioneer corps, which had done excellent service in the sieges c 
the Mahratta war, was in 1808 augmented to eight companies<>f 9 j 
men each, with two British sergeants per company and a detail < 
miners* It was placed on the same footing as other infantry corps, am 
denominated “the Corps of Pioneers or Sappers/’ By G. 0 . C. C. 
26th February, 1808,the establishment of infantry regiments vm in 
creased by ten sepoys per company. In 1809 (G, Q< C. C, yd 
September) the strength of the companies of the Marine Regimentftb 
2 oth) was increased to 16 non<ommissioned officers and 130 private 
each. G.O.C.C., 33rd September, 18u> orders a further increas 
of infantry regiments by ten men per company, in consequence c 
the imminence of war with Nepal, and on the t Uh of January follow 
tng orders were issued for the raising of three new infantry reg 
merits, numbered from the 28th to the 3oth. # The first of Jthes 


* The native names of these Cbfps were S3 follow : — 
ist and 2nd Equations 2$ih— UcHforteny-ki-Evlf <***♦—So called 
David Ochterlony, tbs first Colonel of the regiment. The naittc entered in 
Army Lists, t.ut it is worth noting that the officer referral to was not known i 1 t 
sepoys as f achtcrLony J " but as 14 Lony Aktard* The 2 rad Battalion was also knoifc 
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Cawnpore, the two battalions of the 29 th at Fateh garb 
and Benaies* respectively, and those of the 30th at Binapore&nd 
Btix&r* The isl of the 30th, raised by Captain F* Andr^e, is now 
the 8th Bengal Infantry. In the same year, 1815, nine provincial 
corps of infantry were raised, and also a “ Dromedary Corps/' com¬ 
manded by Ensign j. W. Patton, This was found so useful that two 
years later its establishment of officers was increased to two Lieu¬ 
tenants and two Cornets* 

In G. 0 . C« C., loth November 18o8, havildars of light infantry are 
ordered to carry muskets, instead of pikes; and, on the 22nd April, 
1809, the issue is sanctioned to light companies of 14 two bugle-horns 
and five whistles." In the same year (9th January, 1809) the standard 
of heigh: for light infantry was fixed at 5 feet 5 inches. 

The uniform for the whole of the Bengal infantry, except the Marine 
Regiment and the Pioneers, was, by GjChC. G,, 3 th December, 
1809, ordered to be red, with yellow facings and white buttons, and lace 
striped red, white, and blue. These universal facings were, however, 
soon altered and commanding officers were allowed to select a colour 
tor their regiment*; thus we find the facings of the 28th, 29th and 30th, 
when they were raised, were, respectively, white, light buff, and SaxOn 
green. The uniform of the Pioneers was green, with green facings, 
black buttons, and yellow lace. In the line regiments kamarbands of 
blue linen, six inches broad, were worn by all native ranks: native 
officers wore light white pantaloons and half boots, and non-commis¬ 
sioned ranks jangkim or short drawers; pantaloons yvere, however, 
worn in the cold weather bjKfdi ranks in some corps, and in 1S13 
(G* 0 , C, C,, znd June) permission was given for them to be worn 
all the year round by such corps as might elect to do so. The head¬ 
dress of the period was a wonderful structure, called by courtesy a 

as LQmhrQon*ki’PitUan* from LieuL-Col. (1 W, Lamborne, who Was appointed 
to command it on its being raised* 

nt Battalion tylh .— MoWa-kUPulta «*—So named after Lord Moira, afterwards 
Marquis of Hastings, in commemoration oi His Lordship having predated the 
battalion with its first colours, and ordered the corps to be dressed and equipped like 
his own regiment in the King's service—the 27th Foot, 

2nd Battalion 29th. — Bistoshvar’ki'Puitan.'—ThQ origin of this name has not 
bean ascertained. 

at Batt'dion 30th—Latter 4 i-Putta>i *—From Major R. J- Latter, who was 
posted to the corps on its being raised, and commanded it for some years, 

2nd Battalion 30th—Carter ki-Pultan.—So named after Majo* H* Carter, who 
*as appointed to thetorps on its being raised*—1*, 

I a 



was raised at 
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turban* which up to 1805 was built on an itoh frame-work; but by 
G. (X, zbth July of that year, rattan was substituted for iron, when 
procurable. Accoutrement up to t&io were of black leather. On 
the 2ah March a G.O, C. 0 . ordered the gradual substitution of buft 
leather, as the black accoutrements wore out At the end of the 
Mahratta War the Bengal Army appears to have reached a higher 
state of efficiency than it had ever previously attained, and contem¬ 
porary writers speak in the highest terms of its capabilities. The 
Duke of Wellington, who had gained most of Iris Indian experience 
in Madras and Bombay, and therefore judged the Bengal sepoys 


by what he had seen of detachments, writes—“ Supposing all the con¬ 
sequences to be equally convenient, I acknowledge that I should wish 
to see the Bengal troops composing all the subsidiary forces. The 
men are of a better size and description, of a higher caste, and the 
i natives have more respect for them than they have for the Coast or 
! Bombay troops* They have proved In this campaign (.Lord Lake’s) 
that they yield to none in bravery, and I believe are tolerably disci* 
| plined, and they have long been notorious for their contempt of their 
enemies on horseback/’ 
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Chapter IV.-C 814 — 1824 .) 

Eitnti In India (Htw^)-DiitSBh India (irtfcwi)— MJtJtajy (halation* iBi*—M adia* Army 
r^fon)—United Service Jaarnae—Pdlitica! Mtetoty of India (Uatefmj—Sepal (' 
Operatic during the Mahratta War (JM*ii*fr)'-Nep*I papew-Poml« 3 and Military 
Trautoaiea* in India (Prirtr^)-Rugi mcntaJ record*—G, G. O, and G. O. C. C 

For many years past the northern frontier of the Company s tern- 
tones had been threatened by the constantly increasing encroach¬ 
ments of the Nepalese. Regardless of repeated remonstrances from 
the British Government, and finding that the latter, occupied with 
military proceedings elsewhere, were reluctant to have recourse to 
arms, they considered this as a sign of weakness and increased theii 
aggressions to such an extent that in May, 1814, war became inevitable, 
and an army was ordered to take the field in the autumn of that year. 
This force, which, including irregulars, amounted to over thirty 
thousand men, was divided into four divisions, commanded and com¬ 
posed as follows 

nt Division t under Major-General David Gchterlony- 
AttiUery, British and Native * * 950 men- 

Native Infantry - 

2nd Battalion, T&t Regiment. 

,1 3*^ » 

and ,, 

1st r> 19th t, 

2 nd „ 19* <*'«*)■ 

Pioneer*, 3rd and 4th companies * 

2nd Regiment of Native Cavalry 
One risatah of Skinners Horse. 

2 nd Division, under Major-General Robert Kotlo Gil leap is— 

Artillery .^47 

H. M/s Sth Light Dragoons (detachment)* 

7th Native Cavalry, 

One visalah of Skinner 1 * Horse, 

H. M/953rd Foot ^ * * 7 S 5 

Native Infantry— 

1st Battalion,Glh Regiment- 

1st „ 7th „ * 

1st „ 17th ,, 

and 1, *()th „ (4 co®.) 

Light Infantry Battalion (3 cos.)* 

Pioneers, $th and 6th companies - *33_ 


•The.se were the fight companies of the i-ist, i-Sth, i -Gth, i-?th, 2 -ioth, < -1 _7th 
s-^oth, and 107th Native Infantry, The battalion was under the command 01 
Major Eh P, Wilson,—P. 
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3rd Division, under Major-General John Sullivan Wood- 
Artillery * . , * , tJ4 

6tb Native Cavalry, one troop. 


H* M.*s 17th Foot 
Native Infantry— 
3nd Battalion, 
2nd „ 

1st fl 

2nd 
and 


95 % 

Sth Re^inetit (2 cos,). 


(2th 

14th 

Mth 

17th 


(2 cos,). 
(Left wing), 
(left wing). 


Pioneers, Slh company * * go 

4§h Division* under Major-General Bennet Marley- 

AitjUery.S6S 

Gardner’s Horse (two risatahs). 

H. M/s 24th Regiment . ► . 507 

Native Infantry-"- 

1st Battalion, 8th Regiment* 

2nd „ 15th » 

2nd „ 22nd „ (left wing), 

2nd ft 25 th ft 

Raragarh Battalion. 

Cham pa ran Light Infantry, 

istj 2nd, 7th companies of Pioneers. 


Besides the above, irregular troops and native contingents joined 
the army to the extent of above 12,000 men, and considerable additions 
of regular troops were afterwards made to the 1st and and Divisions. 

According to the general plan of operations, the 1st Division was to 
attack the western extremity of the Nepal frontier ; the second was 
to occupy Dehra Dun and besiege jaithak ; the third was to inarch 
from Gonikhpur through Bhatw&l and Skeoraj to Palpa; and the 
fourth and strongest was to march through Makwaiipor to the 
Gurkha capital of Khatmandm* 

The history of the first compaign of this war includes a greater 
number of disastrous failures and of ill-arranged and worse-carried-out 
enterprises, due generally to an entire want of appreciation of the 
necessities of hill warfare than had ever before, or have ever since 
befallen ilie arms of the British in Ihdia. 

Major-General Gillespie, who was the first to penetrate the enemy's 
frontier, entered the Dun on October the a 2nd, 1814, and occupied 
Dehra, The Gurkha governor of the western districts was Am&r 
Sing Thapa, who had detacheia force of 600 men under Baibhadra 
Sing for the defence of the Dun; this leader had taken up his posi¬ 
tion in the fort of Nalapani or Katanga, five miles from Dehra. Gene 
ral Gillespie resolved to carry the place by assault, and formed the 
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ittacking force into four parties, which were to advance smiultaiK 7 

rom different directions on the morning o£ the 3 iat October, 
ienal for tbe attack was to be the tiring of a gun, but this having beer. 
-Jorc before two of the parties had reached their destinations, the 
assault was delivered by the other two detachments only, and the 
result was a failure; the attack was repelled by the garrison wnh 
considerable loss, General Gillespie himself being killed, with four 
other officers and 27 men; while 17 officers and ai 3 men were 
wounded. The officers killed were Lieutenant and Adjutant B. »• 
0 ‘Hsra 1 - 6 th Native Irifantry^ Lieutenant and ,Adjutant v 
Gosling, 1 st Of the 27th (attached to the Light Battalion), Ensign 
F. FothergiU, 1 fit of the 17th, and Ensign R. Elite of the Pioneers. 
Colonel Mawby, of His Majesty’s 53rd, now took command of the 
Division and retired toDehra until the arrival of a battering tram from 
Delhi. On the 25th of November, the r-13th Native Infantry having 
joined in the interval, operations were renewed, and an assault de.i* 
vered on the 27th, but with no better result; the attacs was com- 
oletelv repulsed, and with still heavier loss to us than that sustain’id in 
L first attack, 4 officers, r S British soldiers, and .8 W being 
killed, and 8 officers and 436 men wounded. The officers of the 
Bengal Army killed were Captain j. Campbell, tst of the 6th, and 
Lieutenant J. Cuninghame, 1st of the 13th; Lieutenant J. B. . 
Luxford, Horse Artillery, died oi his wounds. It was now determine 
to bombard the pkee, and measures were taken to cut off its water- 
supply ; the result was that it was evacuated in three days, Balbfmdra 
and oo survivors effecting theii escape and joining a party or 3 °^ 
TO en which had been sent to their relief. This party was followed and 
dispersed by a force under Major Ludlow r . consisting of 150 men of 
ito Light Battalion and 300 of the i-Gth Regiment. 

On the 20th of December, Major-General Martindell joined the 
Division and assumed command. After occupying Nahan, the capi¬ 
tal of Sirraoor, he made.™ attempt against JaiLhak, a fort situated on 

the top of a lofty hill to the north of the town, and held by a body 

of upwards of 3,ooo Gurkhas, commanded by Ranjur Sing Thapa, 
the son of the Gurkha Commander-in-Chief. The aUack on the 
enemv's position was msde on the siyih December by two detach- 
menu of, respectively, about 1,050 and 700 men, commanded by 
Major J. Ludlow, i-6th and Major W. Richards, i-i'Slh Native In¬ 
fantry* Major Ludlow s column came first in contact with the enemy 
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near the village of Jampta, arid there met with momentary Success 
but in following this np with an attack on one of the enemy's stock 
ades, a severe repulse was experienced, ending in the com pi el 
defeat of the detachment* who retreated in confusion to ManindelFf 
camp, having sustained a loss of one officer (Lieutenant G. M 
Mum of the i* 1st,, serving with the Light Battalion) killed and thm 
wounded, and 152 men killed and wounded. Major Richards" column 
had in the meantime succeeded in taking up a position which an 
off the water-supply of the garrison, and which, if held, must have 
compelled the Gurkhas to surrender. Here Richards was fiercely 
attacked by the enemy, and for six hours maintained his ground 
against all the efforts of the Gurkhas ; but towards ev-ening his ammu¬ 
nition began to fail, and at the same time orders to retire were re¬ 
ceived from General Martinddl; a retreat was accordingly begun, 
but the rugged nature of the ground and the exhaustion of the men 
brought about confusion and ended in a defeat, in which the column 
sustained a loss of three officers (Lieutenant T, Thackeray and 
Ensign W, McM, Wilson, 2-26th, and Ensign G, Stalkart, x-J3th) 
and 70 men killed, and five officers and 228 men wounded, besides 
whom a large number of sepoys were taken prisoners. The losses 0/ 
this detachment up to the commencement of its retreat had been 
very small, and had it not been for the failure of ammunition And 
the order to retire, it would have easily maintained its position, 
1 he result of these defeats was that the further advance of the 
Division was completely checked, and though afterwards reinforced 
with both battalions of the 27th Native Infantry, General Manindcll 
contented himself with simply blockading Jaithak until the spring 
of 1 ci5, when the evacuation of the place was brought about by 
the successes of Major-General Ochterlony and the surrenderor Amar 
Sing, 

General Ochterlony, with the 1st Division, began his operations 
against the Gurkha u*: neral A mar Sing early in November^iSr-p 
The principal positions occupied by the enemy were Nalagarh, Ram- 
garh, and Maiaun. General Ochterlony, advancing with great caution, 
brought tip his heavy guns and bombarded the first of these forts, 
which capitulated, together with the outpost of Taragarh, on the 5th 
of November. He next moved against Ramgarb, and here (26th 
November) a misfortune befell a detachment of his force: in a re- 
] connaissp.nce of the fort a small party under Lieutenant Lawtie, 


lit Division. 
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Bengal Engineers, was attacked and compelled to retreat by the 
failure of its ammunition; a reinforcement from the 2-3rd Native 
Infantry was involved in its flight* and Lieutenant. G. T. Williams of 
that regiment was killed ; the other losses this day amounted to 42 men 
killed* and 34 wounded. General OchteFlonv now awaited the ar- 1 
rival of reinforcements, which reached him on the 26th of December, 
and consisted of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Native Infantry, and a 
Sikh levy. On the following day Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson was 
detached with fourteen companies to cut off the communications of j 
Amur Sing with Arki and BUaspur, from which all his supplies were 
drawn. This dbject was effected with small loss, and Amur Sing was j 
compelled to throw back his left* still keeping his right at Ram- j 
garh; but General Gchierlony, having threatened to cut. him off from ! 
his last stronghold by turning the Malaim ridge and then marching 
on Bilaspur, the Gurkha general found himself obliged £0 fall back 
on the strong Malaun position, leaving small garrisons at Ramgarfel and 1 
several other posts, all of which were reduced by a detachment under 1 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cooper,in February and March 1815. Meanwhile, 
Colonel Arnold, who had been left to watch Ram garh during General 
Ochtedony'a turning movement, moved round the extremity of the 
Malaim ridge, to co-operate with the General on its northern side. 
Colonel Cooper's detachment having Joined the main army, on the 
Hth Of April, all was prepared for a combined movement against the 
enemy s position. This consisted of a connected chain of peaks* ail 
except two being crowned by stockades. The possession of these 
two points was the object of General Ochterlony's attack, and four 
separate columns were told off to effect that purpose, while two 
smaller parties were to make a diversion against the principal posi¬ 
tion of the Gurkhas at Maluun: these dispositions were made and 
carried out with the greatest care and skill* and with complete success ; 
one of the heights was seized without opposition; the other, DcothaJ, 
was carried after some resistance* and the British troops, having 
hastily entrenched themselves, were able £0 repulse a furious attempt 
of the enemy to re-take the position on the morning of the idth of 
April. The enemy in this engagement lost about 500 men, while the 
loss of the British on the 15th and 16th was one officer (Captain 
Showers, s-igth) and 6a men killed, and 298 wounded, including five 
officers* o£ whom Lieutenant 0 . Bagot* attached to the Pioneers, died. 
General Ochterlony immediately made preparations for attacking 
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the main position of Malmm, but, on the i fth of May, after three 
days' bombardment, Anmr Sing capitulated and made terms for 
himself ana his son, Ranjur Sing, at Jaithak; by which all the 
provinces from Kumaon westwards were resigned to the British, 
Many of the Gurkhas took service with the British, and three batta¬ 
lions of them were at once formed, 

The energetic and skilful defence by A mar Sing of his mountain 
positions during a space hi six months, and with a force considerably 
less than half that of his opponents, is one of the most remarkable 
features of the Nepal War, 

Meanwhile the 3rd Division assembled at Gorakhpur in Nov em¬ 
ber, 1S14, but, owing to deficiency of transport and supplies, it was 
not until January that Major-General Wood entered the enemy's 
country. On the 3rd of that month an attack was made on the 
Gurkha post of Jit pur, which, notwithstanding extraordinary mis¬ 
management and neglect of reconnaissance, was already an accom¬ 
plished success when the general, declaring the position untenable, 
commanded a retreat; the British loss amounted to 24 mem killed 
and five officers (of whom Lieutenant Morrieson, Bengal En¬ 
gineers, died) and 104 men wounded. General Wood now declared 
his force to be inadequate to the task assigned to it, and confined 
his measures to the defence of the frontier, concentrating hit force 
at Lautan, covering the road to Gorakhpur. Subsequently, under 
orders from the Commander-in-Chief, he made a demonstration 
against Bhutwal, but effected nothing, and early in May the troop? 
were withdrawn into cantonments at Gorakhpur. 

Major-General Marlcy’s division was no more successful in carrying 
out the plan laid down for him. Arriving on the frontier, on December 
the 1 3 th, he found that Major Bradshaw, the officer commanding 
on the Saran bolder, had already been successful in clearing the 
frontier posts of the Terai, having captured Barhanva, on the 35th 
of November, with a loss to the enemy of 50 killed, and to the 
British of two killed (including Subadar Gauhar Khan, a-15th) and 
one officer and 20 men wounded of Gardner's Horse and the a-15th 
Native Infantry. The defensive posts of Baragarhi, Sain&npur, and 
Parsa were held, respectively, by Captain Hay with the head-quarters 
oi the Cnamparan Light Infantry, Captain Blackney with a wing 
of the 2nd-22nd, and Captain Sibley with three companies of the 
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a neb 15 th, a detachment of the Champaran Light Infantry, and a 

risalah oi Gardner's Horse, December was passed in collecting j Saraanpuc, 

information and arranging the plan of advance on Khatrnandu, during j 

which time no precautions were taken for the permanent defence of the 

f rontier posts. Seeing this, the Gurkhas planned simultaneous attacks 

on Paisa and Samanpiir on the istof January, 1815 : both were com- j 

pleiely successful; Captain Blackncy was taken entirely by surprise; 

himself and Lieutenant James Duncan were killed, and the detachment 

dispersed, with the exception of a small party kept together by Lieute* 

nant Sircttell, and led back to Gorasahan: the losses in killed, 

wounded, and missing amounted to 1:25. Captain Sibley expected^ * . 

an attack and asked for reinforcements, which however arrived 

only In time to cover the retreat of the fugitives ; the detachment 

had made a good resistance, but was surrounded and overpowered ; 

Captain Sibley, Sub&dar Siu Singh and jemadar Shamsher Khan 
were killed and the detachment sustained a loss of 121 killed, 134 ; 
wounded, and 3 missing. These disasters had a most depressing 
effect on General Mar ley; considering his force insufficient, he 
hesitated to advance into the hills, and remained entirely in¬ 
active throughout January, notwithstanding the arrival of reinforce- ! 
mentis comprising His Majesty's 14th and- 171b Pool At length, 
on the icth of February, without giving notice or making any arrange¬ 
ments for the conduct of his duties, he departed suddenly from the 
camp ; Colonel G. Dick assumed temporary charge of die Division, 
and shortly after Major-General George Wood was senL up from 
Calcutta to take command- On the day before the arrival of that 
officer (19th February) a small but brilliant success was gamed 
through the energy of Lieutenant Pickersgilb who, having lured a 
body of 500 Gurkhas from the cover of the forest, charged them with 
a troop of Gardner s Horse under Lieutenant Heargey, and entirely dis¬ 
persed them with a loss of over 100 killed. General Wood followed 
the same course of procrastination as his predecessor, and declaring 
that the fever season was too near for operations to be possible In 
March, he contented himself with making a demonstration on the 
frontier and the season dosed without his seeing an enemy. 

Thus, of the four operations included In the plan of the campaign, 
three had proved lamentable failures, which not only frustrated the 
intentions of the Government, but also to a considerablj extent > ■ 

lowered the English name and prestige throughout India. 
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Meanwhile an expedition Into the province oE Kumaon, which had 
been planned by the Governor-General, Lord Moira, as a diversion, had 
been attended with great success* This expedition was divided into 
two columns, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Gardner and Major 
Hearsey,— the troops with both being irregular Rohilia levies. 
Operations were commenced in February, 1815, and were at first 
successful on both sides of the province, Colonel Gardner penelrat- 
1 mg as far as Almora, and Major Hearsey to Champawau Here, how¬ 
ever, the latter was defeated and himself wounded and taken prisoner; 
but Lhe arrival, under Colonel Jasper Nicolis, of a reinforcement of 
2,500 men, amongst which were the ist- 4 th and the 2nd-5lh Native 
Infantry and a battalion of Light Infantry, soon effected a favourable 
change. The Gurkhas were defeated at Silauli, and Almora in¬ 
vested* Some further fighting followed, ending-in the capitulation 
of the Gurkha commandant. The place surrendered, and a con¬ 
vention was signed on the 27th of April, which delivered up the 
whole province with its fortified places to the British. The total 
loss of the regular troops during the operations round Almora 
amounted to one officer (Lieutenant Tap! ey, i-ayth Native Infantry 
serving with the Light Battalion), and 31 men killed, and 3 officers 
and 133 men wounded/ Colonel Gardner's irregulars lost Si men 
killed and wounded. 


ftcffodAtioits, 


The fall of Almora and of Malaun induced the Nepalese Govern- 
j ment to seek to re-establish friendly relations with the British* 
( Negotiations were begun, and a treaty was drafted, but many months 
were spent in the discussion of its terms, and at length, in Decem¬ 
ber, 1815, it was ascertained that the government at Khatmandu 
refused to ratify it 


General Ochterlony, who had been gazetted a Knight Coin man- 
Stem* der of the Order of the Bath and created a Baronet ioi his successes 

Campion, ! against Malaun, was ordered to take the field once more, and a 

force of nearly 17,000 men was placed at his disposal for lhe pur¬ 
pose of bringing the war to a favourable conclusion* This was 
arranged in three columns, as follow 


Right Column i—Pint Brigade , under Colonel W. Kelly, H. M/s ?4lh Foot, 
ordered to enter Nepal by Hariharpur— 

Troops^ Hi* Majesty's 24th Foot; Battalion, iSth Native Infantry j 
right wing", ist Battalion, nnd left wing, 2nd Battalion, list Native Infan¬ 
cy; the Champat-an Light Infantry, 
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Left Cot/UMN Second Brigade * under Lieu ten ant-Colonel C* Nicol,' H. M/tf 

66 th Foot, ordered to penetrate by Ramnagar— 

Troops His Majesty's66th Foot; the 5th and 8th Grenadier Battalions; th* 
1st Battalion Sib and the 2nd Battalion i8ih Native Infantry. 

Centre Column ?— Under Sir David Ochterlony, to advance by the main 
entrance to Nepal through the Bichukoh or Chiriaghati 
3rd Brigade , —under Lieu to nan E-Colonel F. M. Milter. 87th Foot,— 

Troops ; —His Majesty’s 87th Foot; and the end Battalions of the 12th, 
32nd and 25th Native Infantry, 

4lh Brigade t —\tfwliiT Lieutenant-Col one I J. Burnett, 8th Native Infantry, 

Troops .’—The *:nd Battalions of the 4th, Sth, gth, ami T^th, and part of 
the tat^oth Native Infantry, 

Details of artillery, pioneers and irregular horse with each brigade* 


Sir David Ochterlony took the field early in February, 1816, To 
oppose the main advance over the Chiriaghati pass the Gurkhas had 
erected three stockades in the bills, the last of which was deemed 
impregnable, and had left the route through the forests of the Tcrai 
tin pi elected. The first of the stockades having been reconnoitred and 
found quite unassailable, an advance was attempted, on the 14th of 
February, by Ochterlony and the 3rd Brigade, through an intricate 
and difficult pass over the hills discovered by Lieutenant Pickersgi 11 of 
the Quarter-master General's Department, by which it was hoped that 
ihe main position of the Chiriaghati pass would be turned. The 
experiment, which was an extremely dangerous one and in which 
any contretemps would have occasioned a serious disaster, was for¬ 
tunately quite successful; and ihe 4th Brigade, advancing on 
the 17th, found that the enemy had been obliged to retire owing 
to their rear being threatened, and the pass was occupied without 
opposition* On the 37th* General Ochterlony moved against Mak- 
wanpur, and encamped about two mites from the fortified heights of 
that place. On the following day the post of Sekhar Khatri, which 
covered the left of the camp, was attacked in force by the Gurkhas : 
the place was gallantly defended by the small detachment there, con¬ 
sisting of forty men of the 87th Foot and three companies of the 2* 
25th Native Infantry, until reinforcements arrived, when the Gurkhas 
were repulsed with a loss, according to their own subsequent 
account, of over 800 men. Besides the 2-25th, the 2- 12th was 
prominently engaged on this occasion, and the 2-Sth, under Major 
Nation, distinguished itself by a bayonet charge at the close of the 
action. The British casualties were one officer (Lieutenant TirrelJ, 
1 -20th Native Infantry, attached to the 3-251b!, one native officer 
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(Subadar Shaikh Danish, 2.25th), and 45 mcn ki ited, one officer and 
176 men wounded, and 2 men missing. 

Meanwhile Colonel Nicol, with the and Brigade, advanced info 
Nepal over the Bikna Thoii pass. without experiencing any opposi¬ 
tion, and joined the headquarters of the army at Makwanpur on the 
1 st of March. 

The 1st Brigade, under Colonel Kelly, succeeded in ascending the 
mountains south of the fort of Harihaipur by an undefended route, 
and on the 1st of March seized an important point about eight 
hundred yards from that fort, which the Gurkhas had neglected to 
occupy. The enemy, seeing the advantage which they had allowed 
their opponents to gain, immediately made a desperate attempt to 
re-take the position, but after five hours" incessant musketry firing, 
during which the nature of the ground prevented the contending forces 
from coming to close quarters, they were driven back with consider¬ 
able loss, our own amounting to 8 killed and 51 (including 5 Officers) 
wounded. So disheartened wore the Gurkhas at this repulse that 
they evacuated Hariharpm three days afterwards. 

The intelligence of these reverses strengthened the hands of those 
at Khatmandu who desired peace; hostilities were immediately 
suspended, negotiations were resumed, and, a treaty having been 
concluded by which Nepal was compelled to make still greater- 
cession of territory than had been originally demanded, the British 
forces were withdrawn before the end of March. 

For these campaigns a silver medal was bestowed on all officers, 
British and Native, who had served within the hills of Nepal, and on 
such non-commissioned officers and sepoys as were recommended 
by their commanding officers for conspicuous zeal or gallantry. 

The Nepal War, noticeable as it was for the experience which it 
furnished to the Bengal Army of severe mountain fighting, and for its 
bitter lessons of caution, which had never been required against the 
semi-disciplined hordes of the Mahrattas or Mysore, was also re¬ 
markable as having given to the army the first three of those batta¬ 
lions of Gurkhas which have since come to be regarded as the flower 
of the Indian infantry, it lias already been noticed that on the fall 
of Malaun in 1815 numbers of Gurkhas entered the British service 
and were formed into three battalions. These were the 1st and and 
Nasseri Battalions, formed at Subathu by Lieutenants Ross and 
MacHatg, respectively (G. G, O,, 24th April, 1815), and the Sirmotfr 
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B&itaKdn, formed at Nahan by Lieutenant Young, A fourth corps 
was at the Same time formed in Ivutnaon under the same General 
Order, and was called the Kumaon Battalion. Of the above corps 
the istNasieri, Sicmoor and Kumaon Battalions are now the istBai- 
talions pi the ist, 2nd, and 3rd Gurkha Regiments. The 2nd Nasseri 
Battalion was disbanded in 1S29. 

The speedy conclusion of the second Nepal campaign gave the 
Indian Governmental) opportunity of lightening the strain on their 
reduced exchequer by some much-needed economies. By G. Q, C. C * 7 
loth April, 181 6, considerable reductions were made in the strength of 
the Bengal Army, and almost all the local corps were disbanded. 
Nor did anything occur in this year demanding the services of the 
army, except a riot at Benares, which was prompily quelled by the 
3-13th and some irregular cavalry, and a disturbance in the 
Aligarh district, headed by one Dyaratn, the Taluqdar of Hathras* 
This man, whose aggressions in the district had been long continued, 
had acquired sufficient inftuence to be able to collect a considerable 
force, while his for* and town were thoroughly prepare ! for defence, 
A strong division was therefore scut against him, in February, 1817? 
und or Major-General Marshall, composing Hfr Majesty's 8th and 24th 
Light Dragoons, the 3rd and 7th Native Cavalry, the ist (Roberts'), 
and 2nd Rohilia.Horse, His Majesty's Hth and 87th Foot, the 1st 
Battalions of the 25th and 29th, md the 2nd Battalions of the t$t, 


§b 
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nth, 12th, and 15th Native Infantry, the 2nd Grenadier Battalion, 
and a train of some 100 pieces of artillery, with which wart a rocket- 
troop Hathras was invested on the 12th of February; the town was 
evacuated on the 23rd, but the iort held out until the 2nd of March, 
when a shell exploded the magazine, Dyaram, now finding further 
resistance impossible, cut his way through the British lines at mid* 
night with a small party of followers clad in chain mail, and 
escaped- The fort was taken and dismantled. 

Shortly after this (April, 1816) a serious outbreak took place at 
Bareilly. Beginning with a tumult about the imposition of a police tax, 
it soon swelled into an insurrection oi a semi-religious character, end 
culminated in an attack by several thousand armed fanatics on the 
British troops stationed at the placty—the 2nd Robtl la Horse and 
detachments of the 2-27111 Native Infantry and the Bareilly Provincial 
Battalion ; and it was only after a severe contest (in which the troops 
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BafriilJy. 


sustained a loss of 21 killed and 62 wounded) that the in$urgents were j 
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n d defeated. The arrival of the r- t 3th Native Infantry 
made forced marches from Mor&dabad) put an entire end 


t&iy—iSie* 

The Mnhratta 
War 


to the outbreak. 

About the same time a rising took place in the province of Cuttack, 
which at one time assumed serious proportions, It was headed by a 
bold and active leader in the district of IChurda, named Jagbandhu, 
who repulsed the detachment sent against him (Gunjpura, 2nd April, 
1816) and killed its commanding officer, Lieutenant Thomas Fans, 
1*18th Native Infantry* Emboldened by this success, Jagbandhu ad¬ 
vanced, seized the town of Jagarnath* and compelled the small garri¬ 
son to retreat \vith the Collector of the district to Cuttack. Captain 
LeFevre now marched against the insurgents with the greater part of 
the 1- 1 8th Native Infantry, but Sir Gabriel Martindel! had to be sent 
into the province with a considerable force before tranquillity was 
completely restored. 

In this place it might also be mentioned that, in 1818, the Bhattis 
of Haiiaxm broke out into insurrection, seized the town of Fateh&bad, 
and defeated a small detachment sent to recover the place. L 
became necessary to send a considerable force against them, and 
accordingly, in September 1818, Colonel Arnold entered their 
country, and in the course of a few weeks restored order. The force 
employed on this service included a troop of hqrse artillery, the 
rocket -troop* the 1st Native Cavalry, a detachment of the 1st Local 
Horse, the 3rd Local Horse, Casement's Horse, the Dromedary 1 
Corps, the 2-:2th, i-iyth, £~26th, and z-stfth Native Infantry, rnd 
two battalions of Begum Samru’s troops. 

Meanwhile the intrigues and disturbances amongst the Mahratta 
princes and the consequent disorganisation of Central India, which' 
was increased by the unrestrained violence of the bands of ^ marau¬ 
ders known as Findaris, had induced the Marquis of Hastings (to 
which rank and title the Earl of Moira had been raised) ai the close 
of 1S16 to make effective military arrangements,by which he intended* 
after the rainy season of the following year, not only to finally sup¬ 
press the predatory raids of these freebooters, but also to enforce 
British authority over the Mahratta powers, and even, if need be, to 
enter on a final struggle with them for the possession of Central India, 
The war thus begun effected one of the greatest revolutions that 
modern India has witnessed; not only was the supremacy of the 
Mahiattas crippled, but an irretrievable blow was struck at their con- 
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fedeiUcy, which was reduced to such a state of weakness that it could 
regain no vigour from reunion, and with the deposition of its titular 
chief it lost the one link which had held it together and became 
disunited for ever. 

The British forces, which were prepared for war dtiring the first 
half of 1817, amounted to 87,951, and including native irregulars and 
contingents, formed the largest British army which had ever been 
put into the field in India, The forces of the Mahrattas and Pindaris 
were estimated at two hundred and seventeen thousand. The Grand 
Army of Bengal, under the Marquis of Hastings, was in four prin¬ 
cipal divisions 

77 it Centre Division assembled at Gawnpore. and was joined 
there by Lord Hastings in September, It wns commanded by Major* 
General Brown, and consisted of His Majesty's 241b Light Dragoons 
the 3rd and 7th Native Cavalry and the Body-Guard, His Majesty's 
87th Foot, and of Native Infantry, the 1st Battalions of the 8th, 34th, 
and 29th, and the and Battalions of the ist, nth, 13th, and 25th, 
and a dank battalion ; also detachments of horse and foot artillery, 
and 54 guns. 

The Right Division, formed at Agra under Major-General R. S, 
Donkin, included His Majesty's 8th Light Dragoons, the 1st Native 
Cavalry, Gardner’s Horse, and some native contingents, His Maj¬ 
esty's 14th Foot, the Ist Battalions of the 25th and 27th and the 2nd 
of the 12th Native Infantry, with 18 guns. 

The Left Division* commanded by Major-General D. Marshall, at 
KaJinjai in Bundelkhand, consisted of the 4th Native Cavalry, the 
2nd and 3rd RohOk Horse* and the 1 st Battalions of the is;t, yth, 14th 
and 26th, and the 2nd of the 38th, with 34 guns. 

The Reserve Division, under Sir David Ochterlony, was composed 
of the 2nd Native Cavalry, two corps of Skinner's Horse, His 
M jestv's 67th Foot* the 1st Battalions of the 6th and 28th and 2nd 
Battalions of the 5th, 7th and roth, and 22 guns ; besides consider¬ 
able numbers of contingent horse, and a detachment of the Sirmoor 
Battalion. 

There were besides two smaller forces at Miraapur and on the 
frontiers of South Bihar, for the protection of the British frontier in 
the south-west 

The strength of these forces amounted to about 43*000 man. 
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The Army of the Deccan was under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Thomas Hislop, Commanderdn-Chief of Madras, and 
r was formed in seven divisions. 

Hostilities with the Mahmttas commenced at Poona early in Nov* 
ember, 1817, at which time Lord Hastings, with his Right and Centre 
Divisions in positions to threaten the safety of Gwalior, was engaged in 
imposing on Sindhiaa treaty by which the latter bound himself to assist 
; the British against the Pindaris and al! other bodies of freebooters. 
This treaty was concluded on November the 6th. Immediately after¬ 
wards the army of the Commander*in*Chief was attacked and rendered 
for the moment incapable of active measures by a violent outbreak of 
cholera; this is supposed to have been the first occasion on which the 
disease had been encountered in an epidemic form, and it spread 
terror amongst all ranks of the army. At length after the camp had 
been moved several Short marches on to higher and more healthy 
ground, the disease disappeared, having in one week destroyed 764 
j lighting men and 8,000 followers. 

Meanwhile the movements of the Army of the Deccan had driven 
the Pindaris from their haunts on the Nerbadda: two of their principal 
leaders, Karim Khan and Wasil Muhammad, Hying from the British 
I columns, marched towards Gwalior in the expectation of finding 
i there shelter and aid* But a forward movement of a detachment of 
the Centre Division intercepted their communications with Gwalior 
and compelled them to turn off towards the north-west* Thither 
they were closely followed by Major-General Marshall with the Left 
Division of the Grand Army, who caine up with their rear-guard at 
Bichi-lshin Kotah, west of theNimghat; on December the 14th. The 
; cavalry under Colonel Newberry (24th Light Dragoons) charged the 
1 enemy, who broke immediately, and the pursuit was continued 
as far as the Patbati riven 

At the same time Major-General Donkin, with the Right Division 
of the army, having advanced from the Chambal, heard that the 
Pindaris, Hying from the Left Division in a north-westerly direction, 
were within a few miles of him. Taking a light division with him, he 
came up with Karim Khan at Kalana on the Western Sindh River, 
j and the enemy on his appearance immediately fled in all directions, 
leaving a quantify of property in his hands. A large party was 
attacked and defeated by Gardner's Horse, but the main body, finding 
their advance towards the north-west frustrated, made good their retreat 
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be ween the Farbatiand the Sindh to Shergarh. Here, however, they 
came across a division of the Army of the Deccan* which circumstance 
again obliged them to hasten their retreat and change their course 
towards the south-west. Their numbers were reduced to little more 
than 2,000, while several smaller parties were scattered about the 
country, one of which wan met and annihilated by Captain Roberts,! 
with the ist RoMlh Cavalry, at T&raghat Meanwhile the Pindari 
leader* Cfcitu, who had taken refuge some twenty-five miles west of 
Kotah, was driven thence by Major-General Donkin and forced to fly 
to the thickets near Komalner, in Meywar, 

While the Grand Army had thus been occupied in pursuing the , 
hands of Pindaiis, affairs had for a moment taken a serious turn for 
the British in Nagpur. Here the treachery or weakness of the Rajah, 
Apa Sahib,allowed an attack to be made on the British Residency on 
the 26th of November by a force of 3,000 Arab mercenaries In bis 
employ. The British troops then at Nagpur comisted of two battalions 
of Madras sepoys, a few troopers of the Madras Body-Guard, three 
troops of the 6th Bengal Native Cavalry, and two companies of Bengal 
sepoys composing the Resident s Escort. These took up a position 
on the Sitabaldi hill, standing close to the Residency, and for marly 
eighteen hours sustained, with varying fortune, the desperate attacks 
of the Arabs: at last about noon on the 37 th, at a most critical mo¬ 
ment, the fortunes of the day were saved by a gallant charge of the 
cavalry under Captain Fitzgerald. As reward for theb services on 
this occasion, the 6th Bengal Native Cavalry received permission (loth 
February, 1819} to bear on their standards the words f * See tabuldee, 
27th November, 1817/ in commemoration of u the brilliant and deci¬ 
sive charge made on that day by three troops of the regiment, headed 
by Captain Fitzgerald and Subadar Bhagwan Singh received, as a 
reward for conspicuous gallantry, a gold medal, 300 highas of land, 
and a pension of Rrooa month. The casualties of the Bengal cav¬ 
alry were %$ killed, and 35 (including three British officers) wounded* 
On the 39th reinforcement arrived, consisting of three more troops of 
the 6th Bengal Native Cavalry and the 1-22nd Bengal Native Infantry, 
while a fortnight later the whole of Brigadier-General Dovetail's 
mvisicn of the Army of the Deccan reached Nagpur* When intelli¬ 
gence of the state of affairs at Nagpur reached Lord Hastings, the divi¬ 
sion at Mirzapur under Brigadier-General Hardyman, consisting of j 
the 8th Bengal Native Cavalry, His Majesty’s 17th Foot, and the 2 -8th , 
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] Bengal Native Infantry, was ordered to make a forward movement to 
j. the Nerbadda. This force, having advanced as far as Jubbulpore, was 
opposed by the Suhahdar of that place at the head of 3,000 
troops. The enemy were, however, quickly dispersed (19th Decem¬ 
ber, 1817) and suffered severely in their flight, while the town surren 
dered on the same day, and Hardyman established his head-quarter* 
there, having lost in the action no more than two men killed, and 
three British officers, one native officer, and six men wounded. 

In the meantime, negotiations wilh A pa Sahib had led to no definite 
result, and arrangements were accordingly made by Brigadier-General 
Doveton for commencing hostilities against Nagpur. The Mahratia 
army was attacked at noon on the 16th of December, and by haT 
past 1 the enemy were dispersed, and their camp and a grist 
quantity of artillery captured** The Arabs in the service of the Rajah 
now threw themselves into the citadel of Nagpur, and defended them¬ 
selves there for five days, until, having repulsed a general assault of 
the British, In which the latter lost jot killed and wounded, they 
secured for themselves favourable terms and capitulated. 

The defeat of the Rajah of Nagpur and the success of the subse¬ 
quent operations of the army of the Deccan against Holkar left the 
British Government free to prosecute the pursuit of the scattered 
Pmdaiis and to complete their annihilation, which had been the prin¬ 
cipal object of the campaign. At this time Major-General Donkin 
was at Ghaintaghat on the Chambal, and Major-General Brown was 
detached from the Grand Army with a detachment consisting of the 
3rd and 4th Bengal Native Cavalry, the Dromedary Corps, some 
irregular horse, and the 1-1 3 th Bengal Native Infantry. This force 
advanced to Suner, arriving there on the 5th of January, 1818. The 
Pindaris meanwhile, under Karim Khan and Wasil Muhammad, who 
had fought at the battle of Mahidpur, had been compelled after that 
defeat to retire westward towards Jawid. That place was accordingly 
the centre towards which the several British detachments moved. 
Chitu now joined the other Pindari leaders, and throughout the month 
of January their forces \vere perpetually hunted backwards and for¬ 
wards until the main body was finally defeated and destroyed at Kotri 
by a detachment from the force of Colonel J* W, Adams of the 
Bengal Army. Chitu escaped and afterwards joined the Peshwa's 
routed army In the Deccan ; the other leaders surrendered to the 



* This engageiij'Mtf wnscalfed the battle of Sukandarra by the Bengal sepoysi\ 
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British Before this event Jaswant Rao Bhao, the Jagirdar of J&wad* 
had been attacked by Major-General Brown on account of his con¬ 
duct in aiding the Findaris; Jaw&d was carried by storm (29th Jan¬ 
uary), the British force losing in the attack one officer and 37 flien 
killed and wounded. The neighbouring fortress of Komalner sur¬ 
rendered soon afterwards* 

This attainment of die great objects of the policy of Lord Hastings 
was followed soon after by the overthrow at Ashta of the Peshwa* 
Baji Kao, the once formidable head of the Mahratta confederacy. 
The Governor-General, therefore f deemed a longer maintenance in 
the field of his great army unnecessary, and in February, 1818, orders 
were issued for the return to cantonments of the larger portion of 
the Bengal forces. One brigade of the Right Division remained some 
time longer to assist in restoring order in the territories of Holkar, 
after which it joined the Reserve Division under Sir David Ochterkmy 
in Rajpufana, while Brigadier-General Hardyman* had not yet left 
the Nerbadda country. From the Left Division a strong force, aug¬ 
mented by several corps from the centre, remained in the field under 
Major-General Marshall for operations in Nagpur and the upper 
Nerbadda, and generally for the settlement of districts relinquished 
by the Rajah of Nagpur. This consisted of the 7th Bengal Native 
Cavalry, the tst Battalions of the 14th and 26th, and and Battalions of 
the ist, 13th, and ,28th Native Infantry, 3,000 of Sindhia's Contingent, 
400 of Baddetey’s Rob ilia Cavalry, and a heavy train of artillery. 
These troops were concentrated at Kimlasa, in Bundelhhand, on the 
5th of March, and were first employed against the ktladars of Dha- 
mom and Mandala, who, inspired secretly to resistance by the Rajah 
of Nagpur, refused to surrender those foriresses, Phantom sur¬ 
rendered 10 the troops without a struggle, but at Mandala, the town 
had to be carried by assault (26th April) before the garrison of 
the fort would come to terms; the loss on our side was three killed 
and fourteen wounded* Major-General Marshallf being now recalled 
to Cawnpore, Brigadier-Gen oral Watson t succeeded to the com- 
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* Mfcjbf-General Frederick Hardy man, e,B«, died on the 28th November, 
iSu. — F, 

+ Li*mten&ni>G#neral Sir Dyson M*li shaft* died at Catv* pore on the 

soth Inly* ♦—F* 

t The late General Srr juiru q Watson, Colonel of the Foot* For 

a c hort tim* (during the temporary absence of Lord William Be nil tick 7 he was 
acting'Commandcr-in-Chiet in BenpaL He died on the wth AuguRt, iS 63 t in the 
gift yeai o! his age and the $ tst of his leivicc.—*P. 
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mand j and *he attention of this officer had at once to be given to the 
hostile attitude of Apa Sahib of Nagpur, who, having been foiled in 
his plan of joining the army of the Peshwa, had been deposed and 
i despatched under escort to Allahabad; but, having managed to escape 
from the escort of Bengal troops who had him in charge, had now 
taken refuge with the Gonds in the Mahadeo hills (May, 1B1SJ, 
whom he shortly stirred up into insurrection. 

In the meantime the Peshwa had been hotly pursued hither and 
thither after the action at Ashta. Eventually, on the 16th April, he 
was surprised by Colonel Adams at Seoul, in Berar,, totally defeated, 
; and hh army corapetely dispersed. Hopeless of continuing the 
! contest, Baji Rao made overtures to Sir John Malcolm * and early in 
( June he surrendered. He was removed as a political prisoner to 
Bithur, near Cawnpore. 

In the month of May, Brigadier General Adams took the strong 
I fortress of Chanda by storm, with a loss of 13 killed and 55 wounded: 
amongst the latter was Lieutenant Fell, Commanding the Pioneers. 

In the following month a detachment from Brigadier-General 
Watson's force, reinforced by some details from that of Brigadier- 
General Adams, made an unsuccessful attempt on the fort of Satan- 
wan, the repulse costing us 11 killed (including Lieutenant Manson, 
Commanding the Pioneers) and 75 wounded- 

The flight of Apa Sahib, and his reception amongst the Gonds and 
other wild tribes of the Vindhya and Sathpura mountains, led to a 
prolonged campaign in that part of the country. The unheal thiuess 
of the season at first confined operations to desultory hostilities he- 
j tween bands of the enemy «and small detached outposts stationed 
in various places with the object of checking any extension of the 
rising in the Rajah's favour. The first occurrence of importance was 
disastrous for the British. A body of Arabs assembled at Mailgha, 
on the Tapti river, and seized the town of Maisdi ; Captain SparkeSi 
j with a company of the a-ioth Bengal Native Infantry, marched against 
: them from Baitul; near Mnltai, immediately after crossing the Tapti, 
he encountered the enemy, who were in force (20th July) j his 
detachment was surrounded, but fought gallantly until their ammu¬ 
nition was exhausted, when the whole party was destroyed, except two 
n&tcks and seventeen sepoys, of whom ten were wounded, those kilNl 

* fttajur-Ckncrmt Sir John Malcolm, g.c.b., Madras Army, d^d *** Luadoti 

the 30: h May, iJSjj.— P, 
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being Captain Sparkes, one subadar, one jemadar, 4 havildars, z 
naicks, Si sepoys and 7 followers. Reinforcements were immedlately t 
sent to Baitul, but even as they advanced another detachment of thirty 
of the z-ioth Bengal Native Infantry was surprised and destroyed, and 
Malta i and several other towns weie seized by ihe Goads and Arabs, 
As soon as a sufficient force was assembled, active measures were 
adopted to subdue the enemy. The town of Multai was re-taken by 
Major Camming, and the enemy, who evacuated the place, were 
pursued by Captain Newton, 2-ioth, with a squadron of the 71 h Renga 
Native Cavalry and some light infantry. They were overtaken near 
llama on the 24th of August, and 170 of them killed. Another 
party was attacked at Burdai by Major Bowen, with a squadron of 
cavalry and 100 light infantry, and 300 of them killed, while Lieu- 
ten mt Cruickshank, 1 -24th, doing duty with ihe a-ioih Native In¬ 
fantry. with t&o infantry, $ oof the 7th Bengal Native Cavalry, and 80 
Rahilla Horse,destroyed a large band of the enemy at Junag&rhi. At 
the end of September Captain Newton, with the 2-leth Bengal 
Native Infantry, one company of the j-23rd,anda squadron of the ytl 
Bengal Native Cavalry, advanced into the hills from Baitul, and made 
reprisals on the Goods for their participation in the attack on Captain 
Sparkes. With the commencement of 1819, a concerted plan of attack 
was commenced on the head-quarters of Apa Sahib, The ex-Rajah 
fled before the British advance, and being joined by the old Findari 
chief, Chitu, made his way to the fortress of Asirgaih, The kiladar 
of that place gave a temporary asylum to Apa Sahib, but refused to 
admit Chitu, who, fleeing towards Malwa, wau killed by a tiger in 
the jungles of the Vindhya hills. Apa Sahib only remained at A&irgarb 
a few days, when he again fled, disguised as a mendicant, and even¬ 
tually took refuge with Ran jit Singh in die Punjab, and later with the 
Rajah of Jodhpur, where he died. 

In July iSiS, it may here be noticed, a detachment from the 
Reserve Division of the Grand Army, under the command of Lieu- 
lerumt-Colonel W. A. Thompson, took the strong fort of Madhuraj- 
pura by storm, with trifling loss. The l-zyih and the i-aSth Bengal 
Native Infantry and a detachment of the Corps of Pioneers were 




employed on this service. 

Early in 1819, the reduction of Asirgaih was undertaken, the 
kiladar of which place had been guilty of open acts of hostility by 
his reception of Apa Sahib and by his firing on the Rriiish troops in 
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I pursuit of the fugitive. The forces employed were under Brigadier- 
General Dove ton* and Sir John Malcolm; with the former were a 
troop of horse artillery, the 6th, and a squadron of the 7th Bengal 
Native Cavalry, and two Madras Native cavalry regiments; the ist and 
2nd Battalions of the 15th and the and of the 29th Bengal Native 
Infantry, five battalions of Madras Native Infantry, and some pioneers* 
Sir John Malcolm's army was composed of Bombay and Madras 
troops, but was joined later by the 2-1 stand 2-13th Bengal Native 
Infantry, with some artillery, from Saugor* Operations began oil the 
i St h of March, on which day the pdf ah was carried* and on the 30th 
the lower fort was abandoned by the garrison and occupied by the 
assailants, The bombardment of the main fort meanwhile proceeded 
I with such success that the kiiadar\ despairing of the result, surren¬ 
dered unconditionally on the'7th of April* The loss of the besiegers 
in the three weeks' operations amounted to one officer (Lieutenant- 
, Colonel Fraser, Royal Scots) killed and ten wounded, and 46 mer 
killed and 256 wounded : of these the Bengal troops lost 36 killed 
and iqS wounded, the greater part of whom belonged to the 2- i$d 
and were killed or injured by the accidental blowing up of an 
expense magazine. 

The capture of Asirgarh brought to a dose the operations of the 
I war, the results of which were not only great territorial additions to the 
Brtitish possessions, hut still greater accessions of political strength, 
and the final establishment of the paramount influence of the British 
Government in India. 

For several years after the termination of the Mahratta-Pindari 
war, the Bengal Army enjoyed comparative rest. Nevertheless there 
occurred here and there local disturbances, which necessitated mili- 
tary action, and a lew of these will now be mentioned* 

In March, 1S20; a small detachment under Lieutenant Chitty, of 
! the 1 st Rohilla Horse, distinguished themselves in an engagement 
with a rebel leader, named Bhoja Singh, on the banks of the Chuka 
Nala, in Rokilkhand, completely dispersing the enemy with a loss on 
our side of one native officer killed and five men wounded. 

In February, iSai, Colonel Richards, with detachments of the 
Body-Guard, Quitack Legion, and Rauigarh Battalion, was engaged for 
some weeks in suppressing an outbreak of the Larka Kols. 

* Li eaten ant-G^ncrs i Sir John Duvetun, g,C*D f Madras Army, died an Lho 
ytli November, 1.S47.—P* 
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An unfortunate affair took place in i$2i in an attack on the forces 
of the rebel Maharao Kishor Singh, of Kotah,in Rajputaosu In this, 
besides some native contingent troops, the 2-6th Native Infantry, two 
squadrons of the 4th Light Cavalry under the command of Major 
^lidge, and part of the 51b Light Cavalry, were engaged. An attack 
n the Maharao's forces was made at Mangrol on the 1st October 
with the result that they were beaten with considerable loss. The 
success, however, was marred by the conduct of the 4th Light Cavalry, 
who, on being ordered to charge the enemy's cavalry, suddenly reined 
up and left their officers on supported, in consequence of which Lieu¬ 
tenants Reade and Clerk were killed, and Major Ridge severely 
wounded. In the course of the following year this affair was brought 
to the notice of Government, with the result that, by G. 0, G. G* dated 
30th Alignst, 18 21 } th re e tr oops 0 f th e 4th Light Cavalry were di smis sed 
the service for cowardice ;* Havildar-Major Masnad Ah and Trumpet- 
Major Sheik Nadir AH, however, are mentioned as being exempt 
from this disgrace, and were u promoted for their gallantry in support 
of their commanding officer, and for their honest and fearless conduct 
before the Court of Enquiry/ 7 

In February, 1822* a force under Major W, C* Faithful, consisting 
oi detachments of the 1st Light Cavalry, 2.4th and 2^qih Native 
Infantry, four 18-pounders, and four mortars, was engaged in Ondh 
against a refractory chief, named Kasim Ali Khan ; the fortified village 
of Bardgaon was bombarded on the qth February, and several other 
forts reduced. 

In March, 1833, it became necessary to despatch a force for the 
reduction of the, strong fort of Lamba, in Jodhpur territory. The 
force was under the command of Brigadier Kftox, and consisted of 
the 3rd Light Cavalry* the i-i8fh Native Infantry, and the grena¬ 
diers and light infantry of the 2-25th and z-2 tyh Native Infantry, 
with detachments of artillery and pioneers. After some days spent 
in fruitless endeavours to induce the garrison to surrender, batteries 
were opened on the fort on the 17th March, and four hours 7 (jpng 
produced such an effect that the enemy evacuated the place and fled. 

1 he preceding four years had not been productive of any very im- 
po rtam ch anges in, or additions to, the Army of Bengal, Several new 
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* it 13 stated that the cWuct of these rncti was due not 50 touch io cowardice, 1.3 
to djsuke of their commanding officer, whom they wished to bring to disgrace* 
there in more than one instance on record ift which this fedmg has found expression 
in the |ame way*—P. 
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local and irregular corps had been raised, amongst them especially the 
four Gurkha battalions already noticed ; also in 1817 (G, 0 * G, G,* 
ifirH May), in consequence of the disturbances in Cuttack, an irregular 
force vvas raised in that province, called the 11 Cuttack Legion **; this 
consisted originally of two troops of cavalry, with two small guns, 
Trtd three companies of infantry. The cavalry was afterwards dis¬ 
banded, but the infantry still survives as the 42nd Bengal Infantry 
(Gurkha Rifles). A similar force was raised in Gorakhpur (9th 
February, 181S) consisting of a battalion of light infantry, with two 
troops of irregular cavalry attached, and to provide for contingencies 
throughout the Mahratta war, various levies were raised at Cawnpore, 

; Fatehgarh, Muttra, and Dinapore, all of which were (9th and utJi 
March, tfliS) ordered to be completed to a strength of 1,000 men. 

These four battalions were, in 1823, brought into the regular army, 
and Major Fagan's Fatebgarh levy, which then became the 1st Batta¬ 
lion of the 32nd, is now the 9th Bengal Infantry. On the 19th 
of February, 1819, orders were issued for the raising of a corps 
of “Sappers or Miners '* to be formed at Allahabad, and to be 
completed to a total of 816 (native ranks): they were commanded by 
Major Anburey, and two companies of the existing Pioneers were in¬ 
corporated in the corps. 

During the preparations for, and the course of, the Mahratta war, 
several bodies of cavalry previously in the services of various native 
chiefs were received into the Company’s army: thus, besides the 
Rohilla Horse, raised during the Gurkha war, a corps modelled on the 
same lines was formed of horsemen formerly in the service of Dyarant, 
the Taluqdar of Hathras, and of some of the chiefs of Bundelbhand 
(25th May, 1817), and in the following year three corps of local horse 
were formed with men received from Amir Khan, whose troops also 
supplied the British with two battalions of local infantry, called the 
“Rampura Local Battalions" (G. 0 , C. C„ 4th May, i$i8 ). In rS19 
(G.O.C.C., 4th February) the strength ot the regular cavalry was 
increased, each regiment being formed into eight troops of 92 men 
each, A month later, the great war being now practically over, all 
infantry regiments were augmented by 10 men per company, to 
enable a larger proportion of the old soldiers to visit their homes* 

In the autumn ot 1818 (G.O. C. C., 14th July), a detachment 
of volunteers %va$ called for and despatchedto Ceylon to assist the 
local Government there; it consisted of three battalions of infan- 
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7 and some native artillery; these troops remained in Ceylon 
bme months, but do not appear to have taken part in any active, 
pent ions ; they returned to Calcutta late in 1819, when they were | 
t otnplimented in General Orders fouheir alacrity in volunteering! and 
it their good conduct while cm service ; a gratuity of one month's j 
ay and full batta was granted them, and they were allowed to ! 
elect the corps of the line which they might wish to join. 

The period of peace which followed the Mahratt&war enabled the j 
Government to dispense with some of its more expensive auxiliary , 
orces. Thus, in 1819 (G*GXX\, 28th August), one regiment of j 
Achilla Horse, two of Rampura Local Cavalry, and one of Skinner's 1 
Torse were disbanded, and the 3rd Rohilla Horse was transferred 
0 the service of Oudh. No other changes occurred, however, until two 
■ears later, when (20th August, 1821) the Dromedary Corps was dis* | 
kmied, and the transport which had been kept up to war strength on 
:he frontier was greatly reduced. 

After a further period of two years, the Government determined to 
ring to some uniform level the various and nondescript irregular 
igiments in the sendee of the Company: orders were issued for 
11 local and provincial battalions of infantry and local horse to be 
-laced on a fixed scale in the numbers of their officers, non-commis- 
ioned officers, and men ; while at the same time a detailed list was 
*iven of all these corps, showing their composition, numbers, and' 
dudes (G. 0 . C. C„ 6th May, 1823^ 

The local battalions of infantry, with the present names of those 
which now exist, are as follow:— 

The Eamgarh Local Battalion. 

Bhagalpur Hill Rangers* 

Dina spur Local Battalion. 

Cham pa ran Light Infantry* 

1 at Nasaeri (Gurkha) Battalion, now the Jit Gurkha Rifles* 

2nd Nasseri (Gurkha) Battalion, 

Sinn nor Battalion, now the 2nd Gurkha kjfles. 

Rangpnr Light Infantry, formerly the K Cuttack Legion," now 
the 42nd Bengal Infantry, 

Gorakhpur Light Infantry* 

Eampura Local Battalion. 

r Calcutta Native Militia, now the iSth Bengal Infantry. 
t In Civil Do- ) Kurnaon Battalion, now the 3rd Gurkha Rifles* 
part merit, ) Boncoobn Local Battalion. 

v- Mharwara Local Battalion. 


Organisation 

of Tr regular 

corps. 1813. 
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The local horse 3 which, as the G, 0 . C. C. explains, being neillns 
clothed nor armed by the State, take rank after the infantry, were :~ 

t$t (Skinner's) Local Horse., now the ist Bengal Cavalry, 

2nd (Gardner**) ,, ,, and Bengal Cavalry, 

3rd (Blair's) „ formerly the 1st ftobilla Cavalry, 

4th (Buddeley’s) Local Horse, formerly Skinner's and Regiment, now the 3r> 
Bengal Cavalry, 

5th (Gouges) n (raised by G,D,C.C of this date for service i 

MaUi)* 

Besides (he above, there were thirteen corps of provincial infantry 
which were practically police levies. 

In June, 1823 (G, G. O. No, 65) orders were issued for the forma 
tion of four new regiments of regular infantry, to be mzmberec 
| from the 31st to the 34th, Of these the Jirsi two were formed iron 


1 the infantry levies raised in 1817 ,; the remainder were newly raised 
The following detail of orders were issued on the subject— 


V st Regiment 


C i^t Battalion, to be formed from Major Wood's -jttetsftria 
1 bevy. 


b^nd Battalion, from Captain Watson's Cawnpore Levy, 

£ ml Battalion, from the Mainpuri (originally the Fatchgarh 
jind Regimerrt j Levy, Major Smith, 

bjnd FiatLiIicm. from the Muttra I 


Battalion, from the Muttra Levy, Captain Gilman, 
33rd Regiment ■[ t8t Battelfoo* he raised at Dinaporc. 

*-2mI „ „ at Caivnpore, 

34th Regiment, both battalions to be raised at Benares. 


Of these, the i*t of the 32nd is now the 9th Bengal Infantry; and the 
1st of the 33rd still survives as the 10th Bengal Infantry,* 

Before proceeding to the extensive changes in the army which wire 
! executed in the following year, il will be well to notice the interior 
! economy and equipment cu the Bengal troops as they existed down 
| to this date. In the cavalry the ever-recurring and difticuli question 
\ remounts is one which we find constantly noticed in the orders of 
the period. According to the earliestroles on the subject (Minutes of 
Council, £th April, 1793), horses for cavalry remounts were bought 
by a commissariat agent, and passed into the ranks after approva, 
by a committee of cavalry officers ; the standards at that time were, of 
age not under three years or over eight in times of peace, and in times of 
war not under four or over nine years ; of height not under fourteen 
hands and-a-half* This latter rule, however. Was soon modified ; for 
in 1801 (2nd October) orders were issued that three years old of 1 4 — 11 


* The ind ol the_ 3.*nd bom the native mi me of Harriett*ki*p<7ltan> derived 
from the officer who fiibt commanded it,—-Lieutenant-Colonel J*S* Harriott*—!•* 
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night be received) and even horses of 14— 1 <*nd above three years old, j 
if the Committee were satisfied that they were otherwise unevceplion -1 
' able. Asearly as 1794 a board was appointed for promoting the im¬ 
provement of country-breds; but there is little record of the improve¬ 
ments effected, beyond the appointment of a secretary on Rzjo a 
month, with a further Rzjo for rent of an office f rt r the board and a 
house for himself. Early in the century the Government Stud estab- ; 
lishments were started, notwithstanding which the supply of good- 
' sized horses seems to have been much exceeded by the demand, so 
that in 1S16 (18th September) we find the standard height of stnd- 
bredsand zemindars’ horses presented to the committee by officers of 
the stud reduced to fourteen hands. The purchase of remounts was j 
now effected directly by a commissariat officer, who despatched the j 
horses to regiments, where they were passed by a regimental com-1 
,nittec From the Government Stud horses were assigned to regiments 
by lot. In September, 1816, an experiment was made in the use of 
geldings as troop horses in Bengal; orders were issued for the form¬ 
ation of one troop of such in each regiment, remounts for which 
were to be obtained from the Pusa stud. But after trial for three 
ycars and-a-half (G. 0 . C. C„ irth March, 1820) “it having been 
proved to the satisfaction of the Commander-in-Chief that the general 
employment of geldings would tend to the great deterioration of 1 
the efficiency of the cavalry in India,” these troops were ordered to 
be broken up. 

Definite orders were issued in September, i8i8, regarding the 
standards of the regular Bengal Cavalry; one standard was allowed 
per squadron, the first being dark-blue, with the Royal Arms in the 
centre and the Union in the upper corner ; the second of crimson, 
with the Company's arms; the third of the colour of the regimental 
facings, with the number of the regiment in the centre, 

In i8ao l>$rd September) the system of fargirs in the irregular 
cavalry was abolished, but this order, which no doubt occasioned 
much dissatisfaction, was modified two months later, and native offi¬ 
cers of the first class were allowed to keep not more than three 
horgirs, those of the second class two, and inferior ranks one : a few 
years later the original system of numerous bar gin was reverted to. 

In the artillery branch an important addition was made to the 
Bengal Army by the institution, in s8*7, of Native horse artillery: 
this was formed in die first place by the withdrawal from Native 
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i cavalry regiments of their galloper guns, which, with the men of the 
' various regiments whence they were detached, were formed into three 
troops of horse artillery; the arrangement thus made as a tentative 
measure was confirmed two years later, when (G. 0 , C. C,, 1st May, 
1819) the cavalry soldiers doing duty with these guns were ordered 
to return to their regiments, unless they might wish to remain 
permanently m their present service, in which case they were to take 
rank from their first employment with the horse-artillery troops in 1S17* 
Some few changes are noticeable in the organisation of Bengal 
infantry during these years: of these the most important, in which 
too the cavalry was equally concerned* was the institution (28th Octo¬ 
ber, 1817) of the rank of Su bad ar-Major : definite rules for the selec¬ 
tion and the payment of these officers were published in March, 1818, 
and on the same date the appointment of Colour-Havildar was in¬ 
stituted in the non-commissioned ranks. On the re-organisation of 
the local corps, in 1823, regulations jvere published as to the r ates of 
pay in those regiments, and also with regard to the nature of their 
equipment. From this we find that the local regiments were dressed 
like those of the line, except that they retained the old black leather 
belts and accoutrements in the place of buff* In 1818 the facings 
and lace of regiments were regulated, the colour of which seems to 
have previously varied a good deal in accordance with the taste and 
fancy of commanding officers. 

The date is now reached of the second great re-organisation of the 
Bengal Army : the system which had obtained for the last thirty years 
was swept away, and a new order brought into force which lasted un¬ 
changed until, after a further period of thirty years, destroyed by the 
events of the Indian Mutiny, it in turn gave place to the present 
organisation. 

On the 6th of May, 1824, a G.G.O, was issued, in accordance with 
instructions received from the Court of Directors, ordering promo¬ 
tions to be made to bring the strength of officers in all infantry regi¬ 
ments to the fallowing scale :— 


2 Cotatids 

2 Licutenant-CoToncIp. 


I 


2 Majors, 
10 Captains, 


20 Lieutenants, 
10 Ensigns, 


The rank of Captain-Lieutenant had been abolished by G* O, C.C, dated 
9th January, 2819]. 

In cavalry regiments the strength of officers was to be half the 
above. 
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'order further directed that "as soon a $ the above promotions 
are carried out, the infantry, European and Native, arc to be divided 
into two regiments each, by the final separation of battalions/ 1 and that 
officers were to be posted alternately to the two regiments, The regi¬ 
ments so formed were then to be numbered in the order in which 
they were first raised. The following table shows the changes which 
were thus ^effected in the numbering of corps:— 


Old number* 

New 

number, , 


Old number. 


New 

number. 

1st ■ 

r ist Battalion 



2nd 

1 j 

1st Battalion 


36th 

[fl ad 




4 th 

and 

it 

, ; 

37th 

acid ■ 

1st 

[2nd 

9* 



5th 

2?n<! 

Ij > 9 th- 
; 

\ 1st 
j 2nd 

It 

*1 * 

f 

3Stb 

39th 

3rd- 

Mt 

and 

>1 



6th 1 
19th 

f 1st 
2nd 

It 

it 


25th 

40th 

4 th 4 

1st 

and 

#■ 



7 th j 
23rd 

j «*\ 

l ISt 

■ 2nd 

?> 

tt 


4 VRt 

43 nd 

Stb'j 

’ 1 st 
[ 2nd 




nth 

2oth 

, 22nd- 

i 1st 

1 2nd 

it 

a 

* i 

43rd 

44 th 

mi 

1st 

2nd 

*i 



31 d 
CBth 

1 23rd^ 

f 1st 
\ 2nd 

tt 

n 

•1 

| 45 th 

46th 

7th 4 

! 1st 

2nd 

>1 



13th 

10th 

34th J 

1 i$t 
2nd 

ti 

it 

1 

47 th 

4*th 

tfth - 

! ,sl 
t and 

M 



yth 

24th 

25 th <j 

F 1st 

1 and 

n 

tt 


40 th 

50th 

9th ■ 

S 1st 
isnd 

fl 

p, 



m 

2 1st 1 

36 th -j 

r 1st 

1 2nd 

** 

j» 


$t st 
52nd 

10th *| 

( 1st 
l 2nd 

f 1 

if 



14th 

lUh 

! 27th -j 

r ist 

[ 2nd 

it 

t* 


53 rd 

5 -th 

i ith 4 

f 

I 2nd 

>1 



' 5 th 

i/th 

38th - 

fist 
! 2nd 

it 

it 


SSth 

56th 

12th - 

( 1st 
bnd 

J? 

It 



12th 

1st ! 

29th J 

1 1st 
\ 2 nd 

it 1 

Ji 


57 $ 

^sth 


r 1st 

1 2nd 

M 

11 



z6th 

27th 

30th - 

f 1st 
42nd 

it 

tt 


59th 

6otb 

Htb^j 

F 1st 

L 2 nd 

it 

ft 



2Sth j*, _ 

2 gth 3 *1 

f 1 st 
t 2nd 

it 


6lst 

6and 

15th * 

f 1st 
( 2nd 

n 

ft 



30th ; 

31st i 

1 3 ^nd 

hst 

12nd 

if 

tt 


63 rd 
64th 

16th 4 

r 1st 

12nd 

tt 

11 



32nd 

33rd 

33rd - 

f 1st 
( 2nd 

1 * 

JI 


65th 

66th 


f jst 
[ 2nd 

I* 

tt 



34th 
35th j 

1 34th- 

i 

J 1st 
{ 2nd 

ti 


67th 

(SSfch 


The re-introduction of single battalions and general re-organisation 
of 1S24 closes another chapter in the history of the Bengal Amy, 
Whether the past thirty years had seen as great an improvement in 
the quality as they had in the quantity of the Bengal troops, seems in 
the opinion of contemporary critics to have been doubtful* The 
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double battalion system and with it regimental promotion of officers 
up to the rank of Major had been introduced in the hope of strength- 
■ the ties between British and Native ranks; but this object was 
j defeated by the defects in the position of officers of Native corps T the 
command of one of these regiments was of less value from any paint 
of view than staff appointments of a second class; it was attended 
with great anxiety and much drudgery, and carried bet little influence 
or consideration; under these circumstances it was not a post much 
sought after, A second point adverse to the efficiency of the Bengal 
Army was the small consideration paid to the Native commissioned 
ranks at this period ; until the institution of the rank of Stibadar- 
Major, a Native officer could not rise above the insignificant pay of 
R 174 n month; when in addition to this, it is remembered that 
the lower ranks Were liable for most trivial offences to suffer corporal 
punishment, that even when a commission was gained a Native officer 
was exposed to the harshness of his British superiors, whose habits of 
self restraint;as the court-martial records of the limes prove, were 
but too little cultivated; and that consideration for the position of Native 
officers as such was not much insisted* on from British ranks, com¬ 
missioned, or non-commissioned ; when all these points are considered, 
it is only to be wondered at that the Native army displayed as much 
devotion and zeal in times of emergency m it undoubtedly did. 

That the fact of the Native army being in an unsatisfactory condi¬ 
tion was just he ginning to dawn on Anglo-Indians is proved by the 
coin me 11 cement of that stream of newspaper and serial controversy 
on the subject, which twenty years later swelled into such a torrenr as 
to almost flood all the public journals of the time. Among numer¬ 
ous letters and essays, some of whose arguments are proved by 
after-events to have been prejudiced and short-sighted, a carefully 
written article in the Astatic Journal for May, 1821, contains much 
useful criticism Of the sepoy army of that time. 4 * The defects of that 
army," says the writer (a Madras officer), “ are the paucity of British 
officers, the ignorance of the Native officers, and the worthlessness 
of rhe material, ; lie latter he ascribes in Madras and Bombay to p>oor 
physique, in Bengal to the encumbrance of caste prejudices, which 
he declares are fostered by the British officers, who set a bad 
example of luxuriousness and often of inefficiency. The expression 
of such opinions as these was received with a torrent of abuse and 
sarcasm ; yet who will now be found to question their truth } 
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Chapter V.—(1824—1838.} 

iritteh Iml]a (JOTton)—HUitory of India Army (Jrainrt)—History of BrU 

M 8 h 'liaia<rWto^)-Barmwe War {Sno^an)^E. L United Service Journal-Ben gal 
Army Regulation 183^-G, G, O, and G. Q> C. G-Political ami Military Events 
(JftiigA}-*Burnsae War (H. tf, mum \—Political History o£ Xni\a—(MaUolm), 

Daring a period of nearly thirty years, since 1794, the Eastern 
frontier of the British possessions in Bengal had been again and again 
disturbed by the incursions md aggressions of the Burmese, Seve¬ 
ral representations on this subject were made to Ava, but attempts to 
open negotiations served only to imbue that arrogant coifrt with the 
idea that the unwillingness of the Indian Government to declare war 
was the result of fear ; the insolence of the Burmese increased year by 
year, until at the close of 1833 It became evident that a recourse to 
hostilities was the only remedy. The immediate cause of rupture 
was a claim laid by the Burmese to the small island of Shah pur i at the 
mouth of the Naf river, which was occupied by a detachment of Bengal 
troops, T wo Burmese armies invaded British territory with the avowed 
object of possessing themselves of Chittagong and the adjoining 
districts ; one of these advanced from Assam , the other from Manipur; 
the former was attacked at Eikrampur on the 17^ ^ January, 1824, 
by a small force under Major Newton, consisting of detachments of 
the 1-1 oih and 2-3 $d Bengal Native Infantry, and four companies of the 
Rang pur Light Infantry the enemy were driven from their stockade 
\nd routed, but the British force was too small to allow of a pro- 
acted pursuit, and the Burmese soon rallied and effected a junction 
with the second army from Manipur, They now advanced along the 
right bank of the Surma river and stockaded themselves close to 
Bhadrapur, a small post held by Captain Johnston with a wing of 
■ he x-1 oth, one company of the 2-23rd and a few of the Rangpur 

t ,ight Infantry; from this position they were driven by Captain John- 
ion on the 13th February, and being followed by Lteutent ant-Colonel 
Atowen, who commanded on the Sylhet frontier, one division retired 
' nto Assam and the other entrenched themselves at DudhpatlL Here 
bey were attacked by the Bengal troo'ps on the 21st February, but 
epuised the latter with a loss of 21 killed and 135 wounded, in¬ 
cluding one officer (Lieutenant A. B. Armstrong, i-ioth Bengal 
‘dative Infantry) Wiled, and four others wounded, amongst whom 
iere Liementant-Colone! Bowen and Captain Johnston, On the 

* Now the 4?iad Bengal Infantry (Gurkha. Rifles)* 
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27th of February, Lieutenant-Colonel Innes arrived at Jatrapuf 
the 3- \ 9th Bengal Native Infantry, and four guns, upon which the 
Burmese abandoned Dudhpatli and retired into Manipur, In June, 
however, they again advanced into Cachar, and ' Colonel Iruies 
attacked them at Talain ; but he was unsuccessful, and was obliged 
to retire to Jatrapur, and the setting in of the rains put a period to 
further operations for the lime. Hostilities having thus commenced, 
the Indian Government turned their attention to the readiest method 
of bringingthe war to a speedy and successful conclusion. The diffi¬ 
culties presented by a march through the swamps and jungles of Mani¬ 
pur and Arakan were to7 great to allow an attack on that side to pro¬ 
mise favourably : it was therefore determined to send an expedition to 
Rangoon, whence it was believed that the Irrawaddy could be navi* 
gated in sailing vessels, and the capital reached speedily and without 
loss. 

The aversion of the Bengal sepoys to serve across the seas prevented 
any but a small detachment of them taking part in this expedition* 
the force from Bengal consisted of His Majesty’s 13th and 38th, two 
companies of artillery, and the 40th Bengal Native Infantry (late the 
2nd Battalion of the 20th. or Marine Regiment), The remainder of 
the force was drawn from the Madras Presidency, Brigadier-General 
Sir Archibald Campbell, k.c,b„ of the 38th Foot, was appointed to 
the command of the expedition, the troops composing which rendez- 
i voused at Fort Cornwallis in the Andamans in the early part of May 
i$ 24 . 

Rangoon was reached on the morning of the nth of May, to the 
astonishment of the inhabitants, who never expected to be attacked 
in their own country; a broadside from the frigate accompanying the 
expedition silenced the feeble attempts of the few Burmese guns on 
shore, and the force, landing without opposition, found the town en¬ 
tirely deserted- This was the first blow to the hopes of the British, 
who were thus unable to procure boats in which to continue their 
advance up the Irrawaddy* Indeed, Sir Archibald Campbell found 
It sufficiently difficult to obtain supplies for his force where he was, 
and from this cause, and from the unfavourable season of the 
year in which these operations had been begun, the troops were sub¬ 
jected to great privations, and suffered greatly in health, large num¬ 
ber perishing from fever, dysentery, and other diseases incidental to 
the climate and locality. The Burmese to some extent confined 
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thw4rO'stiHties to cutting off all supplies and to endeavouring to fire 
the British ships in the river, in which latter attempt, however, the) 
were not successful; but large bodies of ihern not infrequently 
came and stockaded themselves within striking distance of our 
troops, and finding it impossible to advance up the fiver to attack 
the capital. Sir Archibald Campbell lost no opportunity of attacking 
these bands, and many sharp engagements followed at Joazoung, 
Kemmendme, Kamarut, Dalla, Kvklu, and other places, in which 
our troops sustained considerable losses , it is calculated that up to 
the end of November our casualties in the various engagements at 
Rangoon and in the vicinity amounted to not less than too killed and 
560 wounded, of whom a large proportion were officers. Small 
expeditions to more distant points were also sent, and Mergui/ 
Martaban, and other places were captured. 

At length, in December! the enemy massed his Loops for a 
vigorous attack on the invaders, and the British positions round the 
Shwe-Dagon Pagoda at Rangoon and at Kemmendine were completely 
hemmed in by stockades and entrenchments, held by 60,000 men, 
under Maha Randula, the most celebrated of the Burmese generals. 
From the 1st to the 4th the skirmishing was incessant. On the 5th 
Sir Archibald Campbell delivered a vigorous attack on the enemy s 
left, forced their entrenchments, and drove them from the held, 
capturing the whole of their guns and military stores. But though 
thus defeated on his left/Band hU still continued the attack from 
his right, until the ;th, when Sir Archibald again attacked him and 
drove him finally from his works, and dispersed the regains of his 
vast army* In these operations the British loss amounted to 26 killed 
(including two officers) and 240 wounded (including eleven officers)* 
On the 8th and 9th the enemy were driven from Dalla with a loss 
on our side of 2 killed and 46 wounded, and on the 15th a large 
body, whom Bandula had rallied, and who had strongly entrenched 
themselves at Kokein, about five miles to the north of Rangoon, 
were vigorously attacked and driven from their position with heavy 
loss, our own being 18 killed (including three officers) and 1x5 
wounded (including 14 officers). Among the troops engaged at 
Rangoon and Kokein was a detachment of the Governor-General s 
Body-Guard, which had arrived from India a few days before. 

During this period but partial success attended the British arms 
on the Eastern frontier* A force, commanded by Lieutenant- 
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Colonei Macmorine, and consisting of seven companies of the 2.23rd 
Native Infantry, sis companies of the Rangpur Light Infantry, the 
Dinajpur Local Infantry, a wing of the Charaparan Light Infantry, 
six 6-pounder guns, and a small body of irregular horse, had been 
assembled at Goal para, and moved forward from that place in March, 
1834, with the object of expelling the Burmese from Assam, but 
after defeating the enemy in several encounters, the want of supplies 
and the commencement of the rains compelled Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alfred Richards, who had succeeded to the command on Colonel 
Maemorine frying of cholera, to retire to Gauhati and defer further 
operations for a time. 

On the south-eastern frontier positive disaster was experienced* 
We had at Chittagong a force under Colonel Shapland, consisting 
of the left wing of the 3-13th (now become the 37 th), five companies 
of the 2-JOth (now become the 40th), and the whole the 1-3 3rd 
(now become the 45th), Bengal Native Infantry, the Chittagong 
Provincial Battalion, a newly raised Magta Levy, and some artillery, 
in all about 3,000 men; of these a detachment (three companies 
of the 40th, ioc men, and five of the 4Jlh, 350 men, with portions 
of the Provincial Battalion and the Magh .Levy, and two guns) 
was in the exposed outpost of Ramu, under the command of Captain 
Noton of the 45th, Avery large Burmese force advanced from 
Arakan early in May and attacked Ramu, where the detachment 
was reduced, by the flight of the irregulars, to only 350 sepoys. 
Captain Noton held his ground until the morning of the 17 th of May, 
when, his flank being turned, he was compelled to retreat. The 
result was one of those terrible disasters which have, from time 
to time, overtaken the British forces, and the cause of which has 
generally been, as in this case, too great confideuce in being able to 
oppose large armies of uncivilised peoples with a mere handful of 
disciplined troops. Captains Noton, 45th, Trueman, 40th, and 
Pringle, 18th (commanding the Magh Levy), Lieutenant Grigg, 45th. 
Ensign Bennett, 45th, Assistant-Surgeon M&ysmor, Subadar Harak 
Singh, and Jemadar Sh .rik Ma nulla, 40th, and Subadar B&chu Ram, 
45th Bengal Native Infantry, were killed ; two more officers were 
wounded and 350 sepoys were killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. 

In Assam the retirement of the British to Gauhafl during the rains 
had been the signal for a renewed advance on the p^rt of the 
Burmans. At the end of the year, however, a force (the 46th and 57th 






Native Infantry and the Rsingpur Light Infantry) moved against j 
thorn under Lieutenant* Colonel Richards, which drove the Burmese] 
before them and finally occupied Rangpur, the capital of Upper Assam, J 
after a sharp encounter (?oth January, 1825) in which we sustained 
a loss of two men killed and two officers and 49 men wounded* Of 
the officers wounde d one was Lieutenant-Col one! Richards himself; 
the other was Lieutenant James Brooke of the 18 Eh Bengal Native 
Infantry, then an officer in the Bengal Commissariat Department, 
but more widely known in after years as the Rajah of Sarawak* 

The last months of 1824 witnessed the massing at Sylhet of a 
large force, of which the object was an invasion of Burma through 
Manipur, while a still larger army was prepared to march from 
Chittagong into Arakan and over the Arakan Yomas to the Bur* 
mese capital These expeditions, so contrary to the original plan 
of the campaign, were arranged with the concurrence of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief,. when the difficulties of the army at Rangoon made 
the success of the British force in that quarter a matter o£ grave 
doubt* In order to supply troops for all these expeditions, four (lank 
battalions were formed in Bengal (G,G.G. No. 195 of 1824 and 
G.O.C. C., nth July, 1824), for which twenty regiments contributed 
each a grenadier and a light company, and two light infantry and 
two grenadier battalions were thus formed of ten companies each : 
included in them were detachments from the 33rd and 43rd Bengal 
Native Infantry (now the 4th and 6th), which sent companies to the 1st 
Grenadier Battalion and the 1st Light Battalion; while in the 2nd 
Battalions of each were companies from the 59th and 63rd (the 
present 8th and 9th), 

The Cachar force under Brigadier-General Shuldbam was formed 
of the yth, 14th, 39th, 44th P 45th, and 52nd Bengal Native Infantry, 
with two companies of artillery, four of pioneers, the Sylhet Local 
Battalion, the 3rd (Blair's) Local Horse, and some native auxiliaries. 
No opposition was encountered from the enemy, but the difficulties of 
the route and the incessant rains proved more formidable than any 
human Coe; after struggling on with extraordinary difficulty and by j 
dint of the greatest exertions through February and March, 1-835, it be- 
came evident that to reach Manipur through such a country, and with 
a folly equipped army, was an impossibility, and Brigadier-General 
Shuldh&m accordingly relinquished the attempt and retraced his 
steps. 
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The preparations for the expedition into Arakan occasioned one 
of the most painful instances of mutiny in the records of the Bengal 
Army. Three regiments, the 26th, 47th, and 62nd, stationed at 
Barrack pore, received orders to march on active service; several 
causes were at work to make the men discontented and uneasy; 
the recent changes in the army had sent a number of officers to 
regiments in which they were strangers to their men,* and this 
doubt was an indirect cause of the attitude of the sepoys on this 
occasion; moreover, the service was a very unpopular one; native 
superstition, ever too readily aroused, had endowed the Burmese with 
supernatural powers; while the nature of the country necessitated 
the use of bullock transport, which the sepoys had been ordered to 
procure at their own expense, at a time when the drain on Bengal for 
the supply of the Rangoon expedition had made those animals almost 
unprocurable; finally, despite assurances to the contrary, an impres¬ 
sion prevailed amongst the men that they would be forced, against 
their will, to embark on shipboard. Unfortunately, there seems little 
doubt that no consideration was paid to the peculiarities of the native 
temperament; the first sign of discontent was met with harshness 
instead of attempts at re-assurance- The 47m Regiment was the 
first that was to march, and was ordered to parade on the xst of 
November; on this they broke into open mutiny and refused to 
fall in. On the following day the Commander-m-Chief proceeded 
to the spot, and at daybreak two British regiments, a detachment 
of horse artillery and a troop of the Body-Guard were paraded 
at right angles to the sepoy lines; the 47th formed in front of their 
lines, and were joined by about 100 of the 62nd and 20 of th\. 
26th; they were ordered to ground their arras but refused compli¬ 
ance. On this they were fired on by the artillery, and immediately 
broke and fled; many were killed on the spot, a number more 
were taken prisoners, of whom eleven were hanged and the rest 
sentenced to hard labour in chains: the number of the regiment 
was effaced from the Army List and the Native officers dismissed 

*This has generally been assigned as a prominent causa of the barrack pore 
mutiny, and there was possibly something in it. Btit at tha same timeit is to be 
remembered that changes of officers such as those referred to were by no means 
unknown prior to the reorganisation of 1S34. On ihe contrary, in the days of the 
double battalion regiments* the transfers of officers from one battalion to another 
in which they were strangers to the men were matters of every day occurrence. 
The reorganisatton of 18*4 practically put a stop to such transfers.—P. 
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the service, although none of these openly took part with the ; 
mutineers (G, G. O, No. 335 of 1824)* It is probable that these sen¬ 
tences were considered more severe than the occasion warranted 
both in India and at home ; and the mutineers who remained in cus¬ 
tody were pardoned four mouths later (G.O.C.C^ 22nd April, 1825). 

When finally formed, the expedition to Arakan was commanded 
by Brigadier-General Morrison,* and consisted of His Majesty's 44th 
and 54th, the 26th, 42nd, 49th and 62nd Bengal Native Infantry, the 
3 st and 2nd Bengal Light Infantry Battalions, the 10th and 16th 
Madras Native Infantry, a detachment of the 2nd Local Horse 
(Gardners), with details of artillery and pioneers- The two 
Grenadier battalions joined the force towards the dose of the service, 
and suffered terribly from sickness. The force commenced its 
march from Chittagong on the 1st of January, 1825, and at the end 
of March arrived before the town of Arakan. Actions look place 
on the 26th and 27th on the Padha hills and at Mahati, and 
Arakan was attacked on the 29th, but although the troops behaved 
with perfect steadiness, they were unable to obtain a footing on 
the steep ascent on which the place stands, exposed as they were 
to a continuous fire from the enemy. On the evening of the 
31st the flank of the Burmese position was turned by the circuitous 
march of a detachment under Brigadier W, Richards, and on 
the 1st of April the place was taken. Our losses in these ope* 
rations amounted to 30 killed and 213 wounded. It was now found 
to be too late in the season to make any further progress, especially 1 
as the passes over the Arakan mountains were quite unknown to 
the British. The whole of the monsoon season was passed at 
Arakan ; fever of a most destructive type spread to a terrible 
extent ; nothing but a mere skeleton of the army remained fit for work, 
and all thoughts of an advance against Amarapura had to be aban¬ 
doned, It was not until the end of 1825 that lot remains of the 
army were withdrawn to Bengal. 

After remaining nine months at Rangoon, Sir Archibald Campbell 
commenced his march towards the capital of Burma on the 13th of 
Feb r uary, 1825' The arm y wa s d i vi d e d i nto three c olu m ns, of whi c b 
the first was detached against Bassein, where it met with no resistance ; 
the second under the Commander 'In-Chief advanced by land to- 

* Brigadier-General J, W, Morrison was the officer who com zander! in the 
brilliant action of Chrystier’s Point, in Canaria, in November, 1813* He died on the 
15th February, 1S26, a victim to the climate of Arakan,— P, 
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wards Amarapnraj the third under Brigadier-General Willoughby 
Cotton proceeded by water up the Irrawaddy, and reached Donabyu, 
the stronghold of the main Burmese army, on the 28th of February* 
This place had been fortified with ail the science of .which the Bur¬ 
mese were masters, and was of very considerable strength and extent: 
its garrison was a large one, though the common account, which 
reckons it at 13,000, is probably much exaggerated* The whole 
force with Brigadier-General Cotton did not exceed 600 men; with 
this he attempted an assault on the 7th of March, but, though suc¬ 
cessful against the outworks, he was repulsed with heavy loss (19 
killed and 110 wounded) in attacking the main position* On receiv¬ 
ing news of this reverse the Commander-in-Chief returned with his 
column and Joined Brigadier-General Cotton, Donabyu was again 
attacked on the 1st of April, and was shelled throughout the day; 
on the following morning the place was found to be evacuated, and it 
proved that this result had been brought about by the panic caused 
by the death of Maha Bandula, the Burmese General, who had 
been killed by a rocket 

Immediately after the fall of Donabyu, Sir Archibald Campbell 
pushed forward to Promo, which place he occupied, without resist¬ 
ance, on the 25th April, but both sides were now desirous of peace; 
the rains were approaching and the Indian Government saw a 
further period of costly inaction before their army, while the Burmese 
were alarmed at the defeats which had been sustained by their troops. 
Negotiations were commenced, but* terms could not be arranged, 
and hostilities were renewed as soon as the rainy season had ter- 
minated. In the first engagement that took place (at Wah-tee-gaon on 
the 16th November) a brigade of Madras sepoys sustained a severe 
defeat, losing more than 200 officers and men. Encouraged by this 
success, the Burmese army advanced on Prome, but here they were 
defeated, with great loss, by Sir Archibald Campbell, on the rst, and* 
and 5th of December* Sir Archibald afterwards continued his 
movement towards the Burmese capital, and several engagements 
took place, until finally the whole Burmese army was totally 
defeated at Paghamyu * on the 9th of February 1826, and fled in 
confusion to Amampura. Sir Archibald advanced rapidly towards 
the capital, and the king, finding the invaders at his gates, was 
forced to sue for peace /and a treaty was finally concluded at Yandabu 
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on the 24th of February. The army broke up immediately and 
returned to the coast, whence the Bengal division sailed to its own 
presidency. The flank battalions from Are ban had by this time 
returned to Dinapore, where they were broken up, and the men, after 
benig allowed from six to eight months' leave to their homes, 
rejoined their regiments (C.O.C.C., nth November, 1S25). 

' Permission was given for the words “ Ava, ” “Arracan, and 
« Assay. *' to be borne on the colours of corps engaged, and a medal 
and six months’ batta were afterwards granted to the troops by 
G.G.O.No. 84 of 1826. . ..... 

The protracted operations and tardy success oi the British forces 
in Burma were the cause of much disturbance in the newly subjugated 
territories of India, where a strong belief prevailed that the ruie of 
the English was approaching its fall. The first serious outbreak was 
in the Saharan pur District, where a freebooter, named bo war Singh, 
collected a considerable force of Gujars and established himself in 
the mud fort of Kunjawa : here he was attacked by a detachment of 
250 of the Sirmoor Battalion and a small body of horse under Captain 
Young. The Gurkhas stormed the fort and killed 153 of the enemy, 
the loss on our side being five men killed, and Captain Young 
(i&ily) and the Hon'ble F. ]. Shore of the Civil Service, who 
served ‘as a volunteer, 4 Native officers, and 29 men wounded, of 
whom six died. In the Rohtak district several disturbances occurred, 
the most serious being headed by a marauder, named Suraj Mai. 
For the" better protection of this part of the country, two new regi¬ 
ments of local horse were raised at Delhi and Bareilly, and third at 
Ilansi by Colonel James Skinner (G. O. Nos. 33S and 345 of 
1824). .An unimportant attempt was made in Bundelkhand against 
the town and fort of Kalpi, but was frustrated by the garrison. 
In Central India serious disturbances occurred, especially in the 
Nerbadda valley, near Burhanpur; these were successful! y quelled 
„by a detachment "of the Hyderabad Subsidiary Force and some of 
the Mandlesar Local Corps (raised in August, 1823) under Lieute¬ 
nant A. Lcrmit (12th Native Infantry). 

But the most marked defiance of British authority was at Bhurtpore, 
where Durjan Sal, a nephew of the late Rajah, usurped the throne and 
seined the person of the rightful prince, a boy about five years old. 
Sir David‘ Ochterlony, the Resident at Delhi, prepared to take 
prompt measures to punish this outrage, but he was checked by the 
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Supreme Government (1825), and the disappointment and mortifica¬ 
tion occasioned, not long after, the death of this distinguished 
veteran,* However, the ferment in Bhurlpore continued to increase, 
and at length (December 5th, 1825) the Commander-in-Chief* Lord 
Combermere, advanced against the place with an array of 21,000 
men. This force was composed md arranged as follows;— 

Engineer Division,— -under Brigadier T, Anburey, 

15 Engineer officers, 

6 Companies of Sappers*. 

2 Companies of Pioneers, 

Artillery Division, — under Brigadier A, Maclcod, c. d.,— 

6 Troop <i o £ Ho rse Arti 11 ery t 

2 Light field batteries, 

3 Companies of Foot Artillery . 

(The siegs ordnance consisted of no piece?,) 

Cavalry Division,— under Brigadier-General j. W. Sleigh, c.B.,— 
fst Brigade ,*— under Brigadier G. H. Murray, C.B rf — 

H# M, 1 ? lOth Light Dragoons (Lancers), 

6 th Light Cavalry, 

Sth „ 

9th 

2nd Brigade )—under Brigadier M- Childers— 

H* M,'s nth Light Dragoons. 

2 T d Light Cavalry, 

4 th „ 

roth „ 

First Infantry Division, —under Major-General T. Reyn ell, c.n.,— 
r$t Infantry Brigade, under Brigadisr-General J. M f Combe,— 

H. M.’s 14th foot. 

2jrd and 63rd Native Infantry. 

4th frtfantry Brigade, under Brigadier T. Whitehead*— 

3end, 41st and 58th Native Infantry. 

Sth Infantry Brigade, under Brigadier R, Patton, c.B,*— 

6th, iSth, and froth Native Infantry, 

Second Infantry Division,— under Major-General J, Nicotts* e.B. p — 

2nd Infantry Brigade, under Brigadier G. APGregor,— afterwards under 
Brigadier- General W, T, Edwards,— 

H , M/s59 th Foot . 

nth and 31st Native Infantry, 

3rd Infantry Brigade, under Briber-General j. W, Adams, C.B,,— 

33rd, 36th, and 37th Native Infantry, 

$£h Infantry Brigade, under Brigadier-General W. T, Edwards —after* 
wards under Brigadier C, 5, Fagan, — 

15th, 2 ist, and 35th Native Infantry, 

In addition io the above troops, there were with the force Skin* 
ner's Irregular Horse* (about a thousand strong) and two detach- 

* Sir David Ochterlony died at Meerut on the 14th July, 1825*—F* 
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men Is of zoo men each from the ist Nasseri Battalion and the 
Sirmoor Battalion. The ist Bengal European Regiment joined in 
January 1826, and was placed in the 2nd Division. 

Operations were commenced by the despatch of a detachment to 
seise a /hil lying north-west oi the town, whence in time of war water 
was carried by a canal into the ditches of the fortress* This duty was 
successfully accomplished (loth December), and the ditch continued 
dry throughout the siege* The army now encamped before the 
northern and eastern faces of the town, and batteries were constructed 
and opened fire on [the 24th of December. The fire of the guns, 
however, did not produce sufficient effect on the fortifications to make 
a practicable breach and recourse was had to mining, with such 
success, that by the 1 8th of January two practicable breaches had 
been made, Onthat day the assault was arranged to take place, and 
the attacking force was divided into four columns, with a reserve. 
The main right column was composed of eight companies of His 
Majesty's 14th Foot, five companies of the 4*st Native Infantry, and 
the 6th, 33rd, and 60th Native Infantry, with two companies of the 1 4th 
Fool, and the i8lK and 32nd Native Infantry m reserve; in the left 
main column were His Majesty's 59th Foot, and the 15th, 21st, and 
31st Native Infantry. On the right of the first column was a division 
of two companies of the Bengal European Regiment, the 5 Sth Native 
Infantry, and 100 Gurkhas of the ist Nasseri Battalion; an intermediate 
column was formed of two more companies of the Bengal European 
Regiment, the grenadier company of the 35th Native Infantry, the 
light company of the 3.7th, and 100 Gurkhas of the Sirmoor Battalion, 
The 36th and remaining companies of the 37th formed the reserve. 
The signal for the assault was the springing of a mine under the 
north-east cavalier, and as soon as the explosion took place the 
several storming parties advanced with the greatest steadiness. The 
assailants were encountered by a desperate resistance on the part 
of the garrison, but the latter were gradually forced to give way 
from point to point, until Only the citadel held out, and that also 
surrendered in the afternoon. The loss of the garrison is said to have 
been 8,ooo. No complete return of the British loss during the open* 
ations appears to have been prepared, but it is roughly estimated to 
have been about 180 killed, 7S0 wounded, and 20 missing. The 
casualties in the assault amounted to 103 killed. 466 wounded, and 
11 missing; three officers were killed, including CapLain Brown of 
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the 3 isi Native Infantry, and 36 were wounded, including Brigadier- 
Generals M'Combe and Edwards (mortally) and Brigadier Patton, 
Lieutenant Tindall, of the Engineers, attached to the Sappers, was 
killed during the siege, and Li euter ant Candy, of the Bengal 
European Regiment, died of the wounds he received in the assault. 
During the siege the cavalry several times distinguished themselves 
in attacks on parties of the enemy f s horse ; one affair in particular 
is mentioned in G.O.CC*, 24th December, 1825, when Jemadar 
Sheik Ramzan Ali, of the +th Light Cavalry, with only twenty men 
defended and saved a party of forageto from a large body of the 
enemy : for his conduct on this occasion he was promoted to the rank 
: of Suhaclar on the spot. Here too, for the first time, the Gurkhas 
of the Nasseri and Sirmoor Battalions look a prominent part in the 
operations .of a British army, and won enthusiastic praise on all sides 
for their courage, discipline, and good temper. 

The fall of Bhuitpore, so long considered impregnable, effectually 
restored tranquillity throughout the surrounding countries, and stilled 
the ferment which for some time past had disquieted India; while 
the relief which was experienced by the Government at the speedy 
and successful termination of what could not but be regarded ay a 
hazardous enterprise, was plainly evinced in the highly complimentary 
order issued to the army by the Governor-General. In this, besides 
five other corps and detachments which have ceased to exist, special 
praise is bestowed on the 3 rst Native Infantry, the 1st Local Horse 
(Skinner's), and the Sirmoor Battalion: the Commander-in -Chiefs 
order, the day after the assault, refers also to the local horse, artillery, 
sappers and miners, and pioneers. All the cavalry and regular 
infantry present at the siege were authorised (G. 0 * 85 of 1826) to 
bear the name ** Bhurtpore ” on their colours and appointments ; 
but it was not until thirty-three years later that this honor was 
extended to the Sirmoor Battalion* and it was not sanctioned for the 
Nasseri Battalion (the rst Gurkha Rifle Regiment) until 1874. 

Lord Combennere’s short and brilliant campaign was the last in 
which the Bengal Army was destined to engage for many years. 
Freed from the anxieties of hostility on their frontier or disaffection 
in their dependencies, the Indian Government turned their attention 
to lightening the drains on their impoverished exchequer, and the mi¬ 
litary operations of the next eleven years may be dismissed in a 
few words. These were, indeed, only necessitated by occasional 
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o i turbulence and disaffection, none of which on this 
side of India reached an extent of any importance. The first of these 
was a religions tumult In Lower Bengal in 1831* where a colony of 
fanatical Mahomedarts of the Wahabi sect fell foul both of their Shia 
co-religionists and of the Hindu population, and having proclaimed a 
religious war inarched through the country, plundering and devastat¬ 
ing on every side, They were pursued by the nth and 48th Bengal 
Infantry, with a party of horse and two guns, and having been 
overtaken at Hooghly, were forced to betake themselves to the shelter 
or a stockade; thence, after an hours fighting, they were dislodged 
and finally dispersed* but not without the loss of seventeen or eighteen 
sepoys. In the newly acquired provinces of the Eastern Frontier dis¬ 
turbances were,, for several years, of frequent occurrence, but were for 
the most part easily suppressed. In Upper Assam an incursion was 
made m 1830 by the Singphos from Hukong, who were quickly 
driven back over the frontier by the Political Agent with a detach¬ 
ment of the Assam Light Infantry (the 42nd Bengal Infantry), A more 
serious affair took place at Nanklao in the Khasiah Hills in the pre¬ 
ceding year. Thither two British officers. Lieutenants Bedingfield and 
Burl ton, had gone for the benefit of their health, with a small guard of 
Assam Light Infantry. The place was suddenly attacked, on the 4U1 
April, *$29, by some 500 Khasiahs: Eedingfield was murdered on 
the *pot; Burlton, with nearly all the detachment, was killed on the 
following day retreating towards Assam. The Sylhet Light Infantry 
Battalion was sent up, under Captain F* G, Lister, who defeated the 
Khasiahs at Mamlu on the 14th April, re-took Nanklao, and stormed 
the strong position of Mogandi on the 21st May, losing there one 
sepoy kilted and Assistant Surgeon Hugh lieadon (mortally) and 
five sepoys wounded, A desultory conflict was maintained for two 
years in the difficult jungles of the frontier, until at length tranquil¬ 
lity was restored in 1832. 1 


At the further extremity of Bengal, disturbances in Choia Nagpur 
necessitated more extensive military operations: the insurrections of 
the Hols, a wild, aboriginal race of Central India, reached such a , 
pitch mat at length, in 1832, a force of considerable strength had to 
be sem into the country. This force consisted of a squadron of i 
the 3rd Light Cavalry, the 34th and 50th Native Infantry, the Ram^ j 
garn Battalion, and detachments of the 2nd and 541b Native Infa?*- 1 
try, together with some artillery and irregulars. Little opposition was j 
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met with, and that was more from ambushes than in open action, 
which indeed is hardly to be wondered at, seeing that the Kols were 
armed only with bows and arrows and battle-axes i quiet was not 
established for some months, the British loss during the campaign 
having been t 6 killed and 44 wounded ) amongst those was .Ensign 
T„ H. S. Macleod, of the 34th, who died of an arrow wound. 

Simultaneous with the Kol rising* and, like it* of an agrarian nature, 
was the insurrection of the Chuars, a lawless race in the Jungle 
Mehals, headed by one Gangs Narayan. A still larger force had to'he 
assembled (under the command of Colonel ], W. Fast) to put down 
this outbreak; it consisted of the 24th, 34th. and 40th Native Infantry, 
with detachments of the 25th, 31st, and 33rd, and some irregulars, 
and was styled “ the Jungle Mehal Field Force. 1 ' There was 
much harassing service in the jungles, but after overcoming the 
difficulties of a trying march in an impracticable country, Bandi, the 
head-quarters of Ganga Narayan, was captured and his following 1 
dispersed. Lieutenant R. H, Turnbull, of the 34th, was mortally 
wounded with an arrow during these Operations. A similar outbreak 
occurred at the same time on the borders of Cuttack, in consequence 
of which the 38th Native Infantry was despatched from Midnapore: 
but the submission of the malcontents obviated the necessity for 
active measures. 

In 1836, a rising in Cuttack occasioned the employment of the 
10th, 19th and 24th Native Infantry. 

In 1837-38, further disturbances occurred in the Kol country in 

which the 31SI Native Infantry, the Ram gar h Light Infantry, the 5th 
Local Horse, and a detachment of artillery, with four 6-pounders, 
were employed. The field force assembled atSeraikela on November 
30th, 1837: on the 4th December a detachment of the 31st, under 
Captain Coifield, surprised and routed a party of the enemy; and on 
the 18th a large body of them was attacked and dispersed near 
Siringssa, with a lose on our side of one man killed and 15 wounded, 
bcveral villages were destroyed as a punitive measure, and the troops 
remained in the district throughout the following spring. 

. In the autumn of 1834, a very considerable force (three troops of 
horse and seven companies of foot artillery, with a siege train; two 
squadrons of the nth Light Dragoons; the and, 4itC 6th and 7th 
mght Cavalry; the 3rd Local Horse ; the 26th Foot; and th ■ 3rd, 8tb 
22nd, 23rd, sSth, 32nd, 36th, 44-th, 51st, 61st and 68th Native Infan- 
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try,—wills Brigadier-General Stevenson in command) was assembled 
at A jin ir with the object of marching against Jodhpur, *he Rajah of 
which place had for several years been giving much trouble; its 
movements in that direction, however, were arrested by the timely 
submission of Man Singh, the Jodhpur Rajah, and several corps re¬ 
turned to cantonments* A force of one cavalry and two infantry bri¬ 
gades was detained in the field under Brigadier-General Stevenson, 
c>b», co proceed against the Shekhawats, a predatory tribe inhabiting 
a tract lying to the north-east of Jodhpur* This force was composed 
as follows:— 



The Shekba- 
wai Fapedh 
tion, x« 34 - 
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Cavalry Brigade,— 4th and 7th Light Cavalry and 3rd Local Horse* 
t$t Infantry Brigade,— 3rd, 22nd* and Gist Native inf in try, 

2 nd Infantry Brigade,— 32ml, 36th, and 51st Native Infantry* 


The force marched on the 20th of November, 1834, and proceeded 
by short stages into the heart of the Shckhawat country, without en¬ 
countering any opposition : the strongholds of the plundering chiefs 
were either occupied or destroyed, and at the end of December the 
force broke up and returned to cantonments. A detachment* consisting 
of the Gist Native Infantry, the 3rd Local Horse, and some artillery, 
remained under Colonel Wyatt at Fatan, while a corps of irregulars, 
horse and foot, was organised for local work by Lieutenant Forster from 
among the feudatory tribes of the district ; this force* known as the 
Shekhawati Contingent, was subsequently re-organised as a regiment 
of irregular infantry, and is now the 13th Bengal Infantry. 

Contending claims to the succession and re suiting misgovernment 
rendered il necessary, in 1B38* for the Government of India to 
assume the administration of ihe territories of the deceased Rajah of 
Jhansb This was opposed by the mother of the late Rajah's prede¬ 
cessor* who shut herself up in the fort of Jhansi, with several 
thousand armed followers, determined to resist the orders of the 
paramount power. It became necessary to despatch a force to 
reduce the fort, arid in December, 1838, Major-General Sir Thomas 
Anborey appeared before ihe place with the 6th Light Cavaliy, the 
3rd Local Hone, the 25th, 33rd, 63rd* and 72nd Native Infantry, and 
Sindbia's Reformed Contingent (horse, foot, and artillery), together 
with a powerful battering train. While preparations were making 
for opening fire on the fort, preparatory 10 an assault, the contuma¬ 
cious Rani and her folio wen lost heart and, evacuating the place 
secretly during the night (5th January, 1839)* tnade off without being 
discovered* 
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The period between the general re-model] Ing of the Bengal 
in 1824 and the augmentations in consequence of the Afghan War in 
1838, although after the conclusion of the Burma and Bhurtpore cam* 
paigns it was devoid of stirring incident in ihe field, was nevertheless 
a memorable one for its numerous internal changes. The campaigns 
of 1S25 and 1826 necessitated further additions to the Native army, 
already larger than the resources of the Company could easily support. 
The mutiny of the 47th in 18*24 was followed immediately by orders 
| for the raising of a corps to take its place (G.Q.C.C., 10th Novem¬ 
ber, 1824), which was numbered the 69th and to which were sent 
ail the British officers of the old 47th : in 1828 the latter number was 
given to the new corps, which now exists as the 7th (the Duke of 
Connaught's OwnJ Bengal Infantry. In 1824 also (G.G.CX No. 64) 
was raised the Sylhet Local Battalion, now the 44th Bengal Infantry 
(Gurkha Rifles). A general augmentation took place in the January 
following when all Native infantry corps were ordered to recruit 
an additional twenty sepoys. Early in 1825 a still more exten¬ 
sive measure was resorted to; this was the raising of twelve 
additional regiments of regular infantry of 1,000 men each, which 
were called M Extra Regiments ” (G.G.O. No. 149 of 1825). Of 
these the first six were fully officered immediately, but the six 
remaining were regarded rather as depdt battalions and only re™ 
ceived thiee officers each, who were borrowed from other corps; of 
the twelve extra regiments one only exists at the present day, namely, 
the 2nd, which afterwards became the 70th of the line regiments., and 
is now the 1 i th Bengal Infantry. This was the last augmentation of the 
Bengal Army which took place for many years, and from the dose of 
1825 until 1836reductions on all sides were the order of the day; the 
first of these was the breaking up of the light infantry and grenadier 
flank battalions on vheir return from Chittagong and Andean tG* 0 - 
C. C., 1 ith November, 1825 and 29th April, rS26); the companies 
composing these, however, were not discharged, but returned to their 
various regiments, where they were absorbed. In 1826 ( G. G, O. 
No. 43) the six unoffleered extra regiments were reduced after an exist¬ 
ence of less than a year ; while a month later (G. G. 0 . No. 79) the 
whole of the army was reduced to peace establishment, or a fell 
strength of 10 non-com missioned officers and 82 privates per com¬ 
pany. At the end of the year a complete and drastic reform of the 
local forces was commenced by Lord William Bentinck; the Dmajpur, 
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Champaran, Gorakhpur, and Rampnrah local battalions were reduced 
(G. G. O. No, 231 of 1826); three years later the same course was 
pursued with regard to the whole (fifteen) of the provincial and three 
d more local corps, the latter including the and Nasseri Battalion, of 
which all sepoys, natives of Nipal, of over six years’ service were 
drafted into the 1st Nasseri and Sirmoor Battalions. It does not appear 
that these provincial battalions, which were merely an expensive and 
very worthless form of police, were much regretted in the army, and 
a contemporary writer praises Lord William Bentinck for having 
set to and cleared away the whole of the provincial corps, root 
and branch, so effectually that, with the past experience of their 
utter uselessness, we have no prospect of ever being so bothered 



again.” 

Similar changes had been taking place in the cavalry branch. In 
1825 the irregular regiments were increased to ten troops of too 
officers and men each, while, at the same time, their Native officers 
were so equalised that there should always be one visaldar with 
■ each squadron and a ressaidar under him in the other troop. In 
May of the same year two "Extra Regiments” of light cavalry of 
eight troops each were formed, and by G, G. O. No, 3+8 of 1825 
were permanently added to the Native cavalry as the 9th and 10th 
Regiments. In i 326 reductions were commenced; regular regi- 
. ments were brought down to a peace establishment of 60 privates per 
troop, while at the end of the year similar orders were published about 
the first five irregular corps; no definite directions were given about 
the remaining three regiments of local horse until 1839 when they 
were paid up and discharged in accordance with G. G. O. 


Cavalry 


No. 1 * 4 * 

The Bengal artillery was re-organised by G. G. O. No. 192 of 1825, 
when the horse artillery was formed into three brigades of four 
troops each, the fourth Poop in each brigade being composed of 
natives; the foot artillery was formed in five battalions of four com¬ 
panies each. By this order four companies of foot artillery were 
reduced, and four new European troops of horse artillery raised. Two 
years later ( 6 . 0 . C. C, 20th June 1837) the field artillery was reduced 
to twelve batteries—eight British and four Native-all of which were 
to be drawn by horses : such field ordnance as was in excess of this 
strength was used for independent post work and manned by oo/ow- 
das, or native gunners. 


Artillery. 
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The total strength of the Bengal Army at this period was as fol¬ 
lows 

Hoist artillery—Three brigades of four troops each*— 

British 
Native 

Foot artillery—British, five battalions of four companies 
each— . , , * . * 

Native, two battalions of eight companies . 

Con laaearsj twenty companies 

Engineers, six companies 

Native Cavalry (regular), ten regiments of six troops— 

British , 

Native 

Native isfantry (regular), 74 regiments of 8 companies — 

British 
Native 

European Regiment, of eight companies * 

Governor-Genevars Body-Gttard * 

Local cavalry, -five corps of eight rissalaks . 

,, i nfau try,—1 3 corps, com prising 100 companies 

Miscellaneous departments , * * , 

Granu Total 

As regards the strength of the military forces nothing remains to 
be noticed here except three small additions which were made towards 
the end of the period under review. The first of these was the 
u Assam Sebundy Corps.” which was formed (G. G. 0 . No, 98 of 
1835) from four companies of siSmdis and other Irregular troops 
maintained in Assam, with the addition of two companies transferred 
from the Assam Light Infantry (the strength of which was reduced 
from twelve to ten companies), and of two newly raised companies, 
— the whole making a corps of eight companies, of a strength of 756 
men, with a captain in command ■ this corps still survives as the 
43rd Bengal Infantry (Gurkha Rides). The second was the “ Oudh 
Auxiliary Force/' formed in 1837, and composed of a company of 
artillery, a regiment of cavalry and two regiments of infantry; of 
these, the two infantry regiments, afterwards designated the 1st and 
2nd Oudh Local Battalions, were swept away in the mutiny of 1857 ; 
the mounted corps subsequently became the 6th Irregular Horse, and 
still survives as the 4th Bengal Cavalry. The third addition wa£ a 
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corps consisting: of both cavalry and infantry which was raised in 
1838-39 specially for service in Bondedkharnl, and received the de¬ 
signation of the **Bmuteikband Legion:" This corps will again! 
come under notice further on. 

The changes in the interior economy of the army during these years i 
are of more immediate interest than the fluctuations in its strength. 
Foremost among these was the famous u half baua tf measure, which | 
it was one of the first duties of Lord William Bentinck as Governor-' 
General to enforce, and which created almost as much discontent) 
and indignation in the Bengal ArmY as the equally celebrated order of | 
a similar nature in 1766, although on this occasion the malcontents j 
did not proceed to such extreme measures as their predecessors in 1 
the service. Disturbed at the perilous state of Their finances, the j 
Company sought every means of economising, and with this object j 
one of their first measures was to reduce the large military canton¬ 
ments of Dhupore, Barrack pore, and Berhampcrc from full to half 
batta stations ( G. G, O. No. 224 of 1S2S), The proceeding may have 
been reasonable enough, but the saving effected was comparatively 
Very small, while the hardship inflicted by it, especially on junior 
Officers, was great. 

Early in 1823, shortly after the raising of the 69th, and when the 
question of foreign service was one of present importance to the Bengal 
troops, the 3ot)i and 60th Regiments of Native Infantry voltmleered to 
be placed on the list of general service corps; this produced an order 
of Government compiimentingihese regiments for their zeal, and,after 
stating the advantages accruing to general service corps giving u list of j 
ibe same amounting to nine regiments, among which were the present! 
yth and 10th Bengal Infantry. 

On the 19th of March 1827, a G.O.C.G. was issued of most ! 
vital interest to the Native forces in India; it was to the following 
effect :—"The Commander-m-Chief is satisfied, from the quiet and 
orderly habits of the Native soldiers, that it can very seldom be 
necessary to inflict on them the punishment of flogging, while it may 
be almost entirely abolished With great advantage to their character 
and feelings no Native soldier, therefore, was in future to be sen¬ 
tenced to corporal punishment, unless for the crimes of slewing, 
marauding, cr gross insubordination, where the individuals were 
deemed unworthy to continue in the Native Army. As may be 1 
imagined, criticism adverse to the foregoing order was not wanting, 
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but this opposition was nothing ks compared with that which greeted a 
G. G, O, eight years later (No, 50 of 1835} which directed "the 
practice of punishing soldiers of the Native army by the cat-o'-nine- 
tails, or rattan, to be discontinued in all the presidencies; soldiers to 
be sentenced to dismissal from the service for any offence which 
might now be punished by flogging/ 1 Considering the question in 
the light of modern ideas and experience, it is difficult to realise 
the consternation created by this order, and which found expression 
in a flood of letters and articles addressed to every journal in the 
country; the arguments used were of course the same as those 
Tillich were urged in more recent years with regard to a similar 
measure in the British Army, but while the violence engendered 
apparently by many years of rather uncivilised life in a trying climate 
caused these arguments to be expressed in more immoderate terms, 
the circumstances of the case deprived them of much of the cogency 
which they possess when applied in the later instance/* 

In G. G* 0 . No. 43 of 18*9 it was notified that the names of 
various campaigns and actions, from Flassoy to Java, were to bo borne 
by corps engaged therein on their regimental colours and appoint¬ 
ments; of the honours then granted the following alone now remain 

in the Army List;— 

“Delhi” • * 2nd Bengal Infantry. 

“LaswaBi” * - ist* 2nd, and Bengal Infantry* 

Dftiu M , , 2nd Bengal Infantry. 

* Java” * * The Body-Guard. 


To these were subsequently added "Abakan/’ 

! "Assam/ 1 “ Ava” and 41 Bhurtfobk /' of which the second still survives 
! on the colours and appointments of the 5th Bengal Infantry, and the 
• last on those of the 1st Bengal Cavalry, the ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 9th 
{ Bengal Infantry, and the ist and 2nd Gurkha Regiments, 

Only one noticeable change occurred about this time in the 
equipment of ihe army, namely, the substitution of fuzils for the old 
pikes of infantry havildats (15th August 1831), In the same year 


*■ At the same time the fact must not be lost sight of that the abolition of dogging did 
udilouUcdl? lead to a (UfillDtt hvertase In the trime of Inatiherd(nation In the Native Army. 
There was much force Jn the remark of an old snbadar, who had Umwe the Bergai Army a# 
\* wais In Lord Lake'* lime and >aw the condition at which it had at rived only four year* fi tef 
the abortion of flogging" Fauj be dar ho&e,"-** The Army hM seated to feat/' Apart from 
theubatract quesVon whether HogsSpg, f<* ^e maintenance of dUeirllw. was nettsKuy or 
the re,cr«e t the abolstion of this degrading punishment, so far as the native soidwr 
concerned, whit* tt v&t mzm t *ln*A in full few far Kur^tan ctmrade, war. to act of which 
! the wMtm was widely questioned at the ttr&e, both in the «rrkc and om of it.-P, 
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silver lace for infantry uniforms was abolished, and it was directed 
that the lace of every regiment should be gold (G* G*0. No. 4*>4 
of 1831), 

In 183; (G. G. O. No. 83, April 17th} another important inno¬ 
vation was introduced; fchi* was the grant of good-conduct pay 
and the institution of the Orders of British India and of Merit, 
The former indulgence was granted at the rate of one rupee a month 
after sixteen years, and two rupees after twenty years* service, and 
to obtain it a sepoy should not, within the previous two years, have 
been convicted by a court-martial for any serious offence, nor 
have been twice entered in the regimental defaulter s book* 1 he 
Order of British India was to be given to Native officers for long 
and honourable service; it was divided into two classes, each having 
one hundred members, of whom one-half were to belong £0 the 
Bengal Army: the first class, carrying with it an extra pay or pension 
of two rupees a day, was granted to subadars and the correspond¬ 
ing grade of ihe irregular cavalry; the second class, with one rupee 
a day, was for all Native officers indiscriminately, The Order of 
Merit, granted for conspicuous bravery in action, was divided into 
three classes ; the third or lowest class carried with it an extra allow* 
ance to the extent of one-third of the holder's full pay or pension; 
the second class gave two-tbtrds, and the first class entitled the 
holder to double his full pay. These grants were followed shortly 
by other measures calculated to improve the position of the Native 
soldier. By G. 0 , C. C. mt June 1837, commissions were For the 
first time granted to Native officers of irregular cavalry. In 1838 
(G. G. O. No, i2o, August 13th) the more important grant was made 
to the Native commissioned ranks of pensions for wounds received 
in action: these, in the case of persons permanently disabled or 
maimed, were on the following scale :— 


Subadar, Rtsaidar, or Woordt-M&jar 
Ressaidar , . 

Naib Risnidar or Jemadar , 
jemadar of Local Horse 
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Little remains to be mentioned, except an order limiting the number 
of bargirs in the irregular horse (No. 236 of 1840); having been 
at one time entirely forbidden, and then restricted to a very small 
number, the custom of keeping dargirs had gradually crept again 
into the irregular regiments, where the orders restricting it were 
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unpopular, ?nd if possible, evaded. The numbers now fixed were, for 
risaldars and rcssaidars live, for naib-rusaldars and jemadars two, and 
for dafadars one- These corps, hitherto officially known as *' Local 
Horse,” were, by G* G* 0 . No. 276 of (8-40, ordered to be called in * 
future “ Irregular Cavalry J< ; of which the cavalry regiment of the 
Oudh Auxiliary Force (formed in 183$ for the service of the King of 
Oudb) was named the 6tu Regiment, 

That the measures mentioned above for the improvement of the 
1 Native soldier's prospects were m the right direction, and urgently 
needed is amply proved by the magazine literature of the period, 

! which teems with articles on the Bengal Army, its deficiencies, 
and requirements- One writer, among many others in the United 
Service Magazine t 1835, thus summarises the ** points in which the 
condition of the Native army has deteriorated : (1) Decrease of 
pay {as compared with the increase of expenses), (2) increase of 
duty, (3) decrease of consideration, (4) want in general of kindness, 
favor, and notice from ibe governing power/ 1 Probably the two last 
points were of far more importance than the former two; want of 
kindness and consideration, not only from the governing power but 
I from regimental officers also, seems to have been but too common at 
j the period now under notice; it Was the gradual growth of years, and 
! had become so deep-seated in a great proportion of Anglo-Indian 
! military society that nothing short of the violent convulsion of 1857 
1 could serve effectually to uproot it. 
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Chapter VI.~ (1838—1845-) 

Political aod Military Events «f t*to 

<r*mi»n>~AfgH*fl Wat i£oy<|-Flt»t AtgHan War (B»raa 4 )-Aflh»n 
//. H. ./»««)-journal of Genera] Abbott (iow)-Narrative oi the Am.y 
{Worr^l—Official papers relating to the War In Aishan I atari-Career ot (Jcorge Br 
(jf*'. Hipcdkior to China (Zimltfw# Conquest of Sindh [Si 

ftaf itr ) L 0 . O. and G* O, C.. Cn , . . 

After a period of twelve years of comparative tranquillity, the inva¬ 
sion of Afghanistan involved the Government of India in a war of 
four years 1 duration, in which the success which was at first attained 
was afterwards overshadowed by one great and appalling disaster, re¬ 
sulting in a loss of prestige and influence in Central Asia which not 
even the most brilliant subsequent successes served completely to 
repair. The proclamation which announced the determination of the 
Government to despatch an expedition to Afghanistan declared that 
it had been resolved Lo restore to the throne of that country the Shah 
Shuja-ul-Mulk, and that he would “enter Afghanistan surrounded by 
his own troops.* 1 Meanwhile, in anticipation of this course, a force 
had, about five months before, been raised for Sbub Shuja* consisting 
of two regiments of cavalry and six of infantry, officered by British 
and Native officers drawn from the Company's regiments : of this 
force the 3rd Infantry Regiment still survives as the Uth (Kalab-i- j 

Ghilzai) Bengal Infantry, ‘ 

The “Army of the Indus/' as the expeditionary force was styled, 
was assembled at Ferozepore in November 1S5B, and consisted at 
first of between fifteen and sixteen thousand men, News, however, 
having been received of the withdrawal of the Persian army which 
had been besieging Herat, it was determined to reduce the force, 
and the detailed strength of the Bengal detachment of the army 

was eventually as follows~ 

In Sir Willoughby Cotton* k.c.b. 

Ccvairy Brigade, under Colonel Am old, H.M. V 6 th Lancers^— 

HfM/& ifitK Ugtu Dragoons (Lancers), the 2nd fnd 3rd Light Cavalry, 
the 4th Local Horst, and part tit the ist Local Horse [Skinner sj ► 
Ariillary, binder Major P, L, Pew— 

2nd I roop 2nd Brigade 4th Company 2nd Battalion, and 2nd Company 
6th Batudiooa 

Sappers and Miners, under Captain E» Sanders, Bengal Engineers'— 

The 2nd and 3rd Companies, 


The First 
Afghan War. 
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r $t Infantry Brigade tm<fc*r Cotonnl R, H. Sale, C-B*, i$ih Light Infantry— 
H.M/aijth FootfLIjrht Infantry), and the iSih and 48th Native Infantry 
2nd Infantry Brig ads % u inter Major-General W. Nott— 

The 31st, 42nd* and 43rd Native Infantry* 

4tk infantry Brigade, under Li&u ten ant-CoIoncl A. Roberts, European Regi 
meni— 


The Bengal European Regiment, and the 35th and 37th Native Infantry, 

The Bombay column consisted of two and a half regiments of 
cavalry, three batteries of artillery, three regiments of infantry, and 
a company of sappers. The contingent with Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk 
amounted to about 6,000 men* A force, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wade, which included a Sikh contingent of 6,000 men and 
4,000 under the Shabzada Timur, eldest son of Shah Shuja, was also 
detailed to assemble at Feshaw&r and act through the Khaibar Pass : 
with this force were two companies each of the 20th and 21st Native 
Infantry, forming an escort to Colonel Wade* The total strength of 
the British forces employed, including reserves, amounted to about 
3 q,ooq The command oi the whole was conferred upon Lieutenant- 
General Sir John Keane, K*c,m, of H. M J s Service, then Commander- 
in-Chief in the Bombay Presidency. 

The Bengal column marched from Ferozepore on the 10th Decem¬ 
ber 1838, Sir Willoughby Cotton being in command until the force 
should be joined by Sir John Keane, and arrived at Rohri in Sindh on 
- the 24th January 1839. Thence part of the force was detached to 
meet Sir John Keane and the Bombay troops marching from 
Karachi, and to hasten the Sindh chiefs in their settlement of terms 
of friendship with the British. This object having been attained, 
it was important to advance through the Bolan Pass with as little 
delay as possible ; the Indus was crossed by a bridge of boats, and 
Shikarpur reached on the 20th February, Sir John Keane was 
now in command of the army, while Sir Willoughby Cotton had 
that of the 1st (Bengal) Division of Infantry ; the cavalry division 
was under Major-General Thackwell, and the artillery under Brigadier 
Stevenson 'of the Bombay army. Advancing through the Bolan, 
Quetta was reached on the 26th March, and after a fortnight's delay 
the army proceeded through the Kojak Pass to Kandahar, where it 
arrived on the 26th April. 

Up to this point no enemy had been encountered, except parties 
of marauding Afghans, who confined themselves to cutting off follow- 
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ers and stragglers, but the privations endured through want of water 
and scarcity of provisions were far more trying and just as destructive 
as would have been the most determined opposition of the Afghan 
army. 

At Kandahar, on May the 8th, Shah Shuja was formally installed 
on the masnad , and the army enjoyed a brief interval of comparative 
rest, but the difficulty in obtaining provisions still continued, as did 
also the annoyance of incessant robberies by the Afghans. From this 
place a detachment was despatched to the fort of Girishk under Bri¬ 
gadier Sale, consisting of detachments from the 2nd and 3rd Light 
Cavalry, the 13th Light Infantry, and the ibth Native Infantry, with 
some of the Shah's infantry and 300 of his cavalry ; the chief, Kohan-dil 
Khan, did not, however, await the arrival of the detachment; he 
abandoned the fort, and fled across the Persian frontier, and Sale 
returned to Kandahar. At the same time unsuccessful overtures 
were made to the Gbilzai chiefs, who, however, allowed no readiness 
to espouse the cause of Shah Shuja. 

Leaving at Kandahar the 37th Bengal Native Infantry with some 
detachments and (in belief of the current reports regarding the 
weakness of Ghazni) the whole of the battering train, Sir John 
Keane resumed his march on the 27th June, and arriving before 
Ghazni on the 21st July, reconnoitred the place under fire the same 
afternoon. The fortress, which was now found to be of considerable 
strength, was held by Haidar Khan, son of Dost Muhammad Khan, 
the reigning Amir of Afghanistan. To effect a breach in its walls 
would have required a much more powerful battering** train than had 
been brought from India, and as that, such as it was, had been left 
behind at Kandahar, no resource remained but to blow open one of 
the gates and endeavour to carry the place by a c4up-dt-Main* 
After a further reconnaissance on the 22nd, the Kabul gate was 
selected for this purpose. The 22nd was passed in completing the 
necessary preparations, and was moreover enlivened by an attack on 
Shall Shuja 1 s camp, which was repulsed by some of the Contingent 
under Captain Outram and Lieutenant Nicoisoa The dispositions 
for the storming of Ghazni were made during the evening, and before 
day-light on July the 23rd the various^jp&rtles were all in position. 
These were (1) the explosion party of engineers, under Captain 
Thomson of the Bengal Engineers; (2) the advance, under Colonel 
Dennie of Her Majesty's 13th Light Infantry, consisting of one 
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company of that regiment and the light companies of Her Majesty's 
and and 17th, and of the Bengal European Regiment; (3) the 
main storming party under Brigadier Sale* formed of the remaining 
companies of the and Queen's, the 13th Light Infantry, and the 
Bengal European Regiment; (4) a false attack by three companies 
of the 35th Bengal Native Infantry, under Captain John Hay; and 
(S) the reserve under Sir Willoughby Cotton, consisting of the i&th 
and the 48th, and remainder of the 35th Bengal Native Infantry* 
The operation of blowing up the gateway was completely successful* 
and the advance under Colonel Dennie pushed on, though met by a 
desperate resistance on the part of the defenders* This gave the 
main body of the attack time to close up with the advance, while 
these were closely followed by Sir Willoughby Cotton with the reserve* 
Within a very short time the centre square was reached, and the 
enemy, finding that all was lost, abandoned the citadel and fed in all 
directions; many of them* however* continued to fire on the troops 
from the houses and behind walls, until, refusing all chance of quarter, 
they were themselves shot down. The loss of the Afghans was very 
great, but the British force did not suffer as much as might have 
been expected, and their casualties (including the loss sustained in 
the reconnaissance of the 21st) amounted lo no more than 18 men 
killed, sc officers and 153 men wounded, and 2 men missing. 

On the 30th of July the army moved on towards Kabul, On its 
approach Dost Muhammad fled from the capita! and evaded all 
pursuit, though a lightly equipped detachment under Captain Outram 
was despatched in chase of him. Shah Shuja made his public entry 
into Kabul on the 7th August, Three weeks later Colonel Wade, 
with the force of the Shahzada Timur, arrived from Peshawar, having 
forced the Khaibar and taken AK Masjid with a loss of about 1 50 
killed and wounded. 

The arrival of the British force at Kabul and I he installation of the 
Shah in his capital concluded the fipt phase of the Afghan war, and 
arrangements were soon after entered upon to withdraw a great 
part of the army to India* The Bombay Division left Kabul on the 
18th September, and matching vid Ghazni and Kandahar reached 
Quetta on the 31SL October* The troops which remained in Afghani¬ 
stan to strengthen the hands of the Shah were the whole of the Bengal 
Division of infantry, the 2nd Light Cavalry, detachments of the m 
and 4th Local Horse, and No, 6 Light Field Battery, the whole 
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under the command of Sir Willoughby Cotton* The reminder of 
the Bengal troops returned to India with Sir John Keane through the 
Khaibar Pass, where they experienced hardships from, want of water 
and supplies, and from the attacks of marauders, no less than in their 
march inio Afghanistan in the earlier part of the year. They arrived 
i t Peshawar in November, and on the ist of January 1840 at 
Ferozepore, at which place, on the day following, the Army of the 
Indus was broken up. 

In November 1B39 a part of the troops which had remained in 
Afghanistan and Baluchistan, together with two of the British regi¬ 
ments which had just marched back from Kabul, were engaged 
under Major-General Wiltshire against Mehrab Khan, the Baluch 
Khan of Kalab who, during the advance through the Bolan Pas? in 
March 1830, had evinced a hostile feeling towards the British, and 
when it was foued necessary to chastise and render incapable of 
future mischief. The troops employed in this undertaking were Her 
Majesty** and and 17th Foot, a squadron of the 4th Local Horse, 
and the 31st Bengal Native Infantry, with two guns of the Bombay 
Horse Antllery and four of the Artillery of Shah Shuja's Contingent, 
The force was attacked by the enemy’s horse as it approached 
Kalat on the 13th of November, and skirmishing continued to within 
a short distance of the town. There it was discovered that the fort 
was protected from attack by three heights before its north-western 
face, and which were strongly held by the enemy; these if was deter- 
mined to storm immediately, and one each was assigned to the 
three regiments of infantry, of which half advanced to the attack, 
while the remaining four companies formed a reserve. The enemy 
were driven from their position by artillery fire before the storming 
parties reached them, and made good their retreat into the city, but 
were closely followed by the British troops; one of the gates was 
blown open by the fire of the Shah's artillery under Lieutenant Creed, 
and the town carried by storm. After some delay an entrance was 
also made into the citadel, where, after a brave struggle, the Khan 
and several Baluch sardars were themselves slain and the capture of 
the place completed. Our loss was one British and one Native 
officer (Subadar Ramsahai €ingh, 31st Native Infantry) md zg men 
killed, and 8 British and 2 Native officers and 97 men wounded; 
among the latter being Captain S&urin and Ensign Hopper, of the 
3rst Bengal Native Infantry. 
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The objects of the expedition into Afghanistan having now been 
accomplished, it remained to reward the army which had been 
employed in the operations. All corps which advanced beyond the 
Bolan Pass were granted permission to bear the word a Afghanis- 
tan ” on their colours and appointments, and those which were 
present at the capture of Ghazni and Kalat were permitted to 
inscribe the names of those places also; while to the whole force 
beyond the Bokn was issued a gratuity of six months’ baita— 
(G.O.C.C., 22nd November, 1839, and 14th January, 1840). A 
medal was afterwards given for the capture of Ghazni. 

The fall of Kalat and the commencement of the severe Afghan 
winter now produced a lull in the country, which gave reason to 
hope that quiet was permanently established. The troops retained 
in the country were divided into two commands,7—the Northern 
under Sir Willoughby Colton, including Kabul, Ghasni, Samian, 
Jalalabad and the Khaibar, and the Southern, under Major-General 
Nott, comprising Kandahar, Girishk, Quetta,and Kalat, The distri¬ 
bution of the troops was as follows :— 


Kabul —H. M,*3 13th Light Infantry, the 35th Bengal Native Infantry, anil 
three guns of No. 6 Light Field Battery. 

Gha&ni-~ njth Bengal Native Infantry anti-one rissalah of the 1st (Skinners} 
Local Horse. 


(Gurkha) Infantry, Shah Shuja’s Contingent and one troop of 
horse artillery, 

Jalalabad—md Light Cavalry, one Hssalah of Skinner’s Horse, three guns of 
No. 6 Light Field Battery, a detachment of Sappers and Miners, the isL Beo~ 
gal European Regiment and the 37th and $Sth Bengal Native Infantry. 

Kandahar—wit rissalah of the 4th Local Horse, one company of foot 
artillery. No troops of horse artillery of Shah Shuja J « Contingent, 4 eighteen- 
pounders, th* 4jwd *nd 43rd Bengal Native Ini an try, and one battalion of 
infantry, Shah Shuja's Contingent. 

Gitt&kk—ont battalion infantry, Shah Shuj&’s Contingent. 

31st Bengal Native Infantry, and a detachment of artillery, Shah 
Shuja’a Contingent. 

pwrf/d—one batUlion of infantry, Shah Sfaujft’a Contingent, and two gats. 

It was not long before the distrust of Shah Sbuja and the hatred 
o£ the English which was smouldering in Afghanistan betrayed itself 
in small and apparently unimportant outbursts, which served to 
portend the storm which was eventually to overwhelm the ill-fated 
army of occupation at Kabul, The first of these occurred early in 
1S40 when it became necessary to send a force against a refractory 
Khan named Sayyid Husain, Padjshah of Kunar, who was holding 
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mt in the fort of Pashut, some fifty miles from Jalalabad. The force 
employed was under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Orchard, 
and consisted of a wing of the 37th Bengal Native Infantry, eighty 
of the 1st Bengal European Regiment, a troop of the 2nd Bengal 
Light Cavalry, to sappers, the 3rd Regiment of the Shah's Infantry 
(now the 12th Bengal Infantry), and the 1st Regiment of the Shah's 
Cavalry, with three guns. On the morning of the 18th January, in 
pouring rain, through which the troops had been inarching for 
several preceding days, an attack was made on Pashm. The outer 
gate was battered down by the fire of the guns, and Lieutenant Pigou, 
of the Engineers, then endeavoured to blow down the inner gate, 
bat the only powder available was not only drenched by the rain, but 
also so bad as to be useless even if dry; and the storming party, 
who, through a mistaken bugle-call, rushed forward too soon, found 
themselves exposed to a heavy fire from the fort, and were obliged to 
retire. Another attempt was made, but with equal ill-success, and at 
length the troops had to be withdrawn with the loss of Jemadar 
Ganesh Tiwari (3rd Infantry) and 18 men killed and two officers and 
48 men wounded, many of them mortally, amongst whom was 
lieutenant Coilmson, 37th, who died soon after of his wounds* 
The attack was not, however, without result, for the fort was evacuated 
immediately after. 

In the following August Lieutenant-Colonel H- M. Wheeler bad 
ro move out from Jalalabad, with detachments of the 1st Bengal 
European Regiment and the 48th Native Infantry, to punish some 
refractory chiefs in the Waziri Valley, and took the fort of Kajja by 
storm on the 19th, with a loss of one man killed and one officer 
(Lieutenant Parker) and 18 men wounded. 

Another aft air of less importance was the attack of a small fort near 
Bainian by a party under Captain Garbett, where the assailants 
met with obstinate resistance, and did not gain possession of the 
place unlit they had recourse to burning out the garrison. 

In April the wild clan of Ghilzais was in open revolt against the 
British and Shah Shuja, and it became necessary to take vigorous 
measures for their suppression, Major-General Nott, who com¬ 
manded at Kand ahar, contented himself at first with sen dbg 200 
cavalry to clear the road between that place and Kabul; but a 
stronger force being found necessary, a regiment of the Shah's 
infantry, 300 cavalry, and four guns of the Shah’s horse artillery were 
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despatched from Kandahar on the 7th May, under Captain William 
Anderson, Bengal Artillery. Tins detachment joined the first on# 

; on the 14th, and on the 16th, near Tazi, on the Turns k River, the 
enemy was encountered, some 2,000 strong, when, after an action 
remarkable for the gallantry displayed on both sides, the Ghiteais 
were driven in confusion to the refuge of their mountain fastnesses, 
and a British detachment occupied Kalatd-GifalzaL 

A month later Lieutenant W. H + Clarke, 2nd Bombay Native 
Infantry, who, with a party of the Sindh Irregular Horse, had escorted 
a convoy to Kahim in the Marri hills, was, on his return, reinforced 
by two companies of the 5th Bombay Infantry, cut off by the Marris 
iii the Sartof Pads (16th May, r 840) and the whole detachment de¬ 
stroyed* A more serious misfortune was the re-capture of Kalit by 
Nasir Khan, a son of the late Khan. There was no garrison in the 
place, beyond a small party of sepoys under Lieutenant Lovecky, the 
Political Agent, and when it was attacked, the assailants were aided 
by treachery within the walls. An attempt at escalade was however 
repulsed, but after the defence had been protracted for some {lays. 
LieutenantLoveday, finding resistance hopeless, capitulated 
1840), and was afterwards murdered by his captors* Following 
closely on this, another calamity overtook the troops in Sindh, 
when a large party of Bombay troop* escorting a convoy for 
the relief of Kabun was driven back from the Nafusk Pass (31st 
August, 1840) with the loss of 179 killed (including four officers) 
and 93 wounded, together with its baggage, artillery and transport, 
and the whole of the convoy, A month later, on September ?8th f 
Captain Brown, who commanded at Kahun, evacuated that place 012 
1 honorahl: terms, md inarched unmolested to the British post of 
i PulajL 

While these events were proceeding in Sindh and Baluchistan* 
the Northern force of the army of occupation was threatened by the 
re - appearance on the borders of Afghanistan of the ex-Amir Dost 
Muhammad* This prince, after fleeing from Kabul in the preceding 
year, bad sought an asylum with the Amir of Bokhara, but driven 
thence by the unscrupulous cruelty of his host, he finally found an ally 
in the Wall of Khulum* He succeeded in raising a force, form. 1 
for the most part of Usbegs, and in August 1840 attacked a small 
fort, 150 miles north of Bamiati which was held by a chief friendly 
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to the Stilish. The outposts of Bajgah, Kamurd, and Saighan had to 
be recalled; Brigadier Dennie advanced by forced marches to Bamian, 
and with four companies of the 35th Bengal Native infantry, four of 
i the 4th (Gurkha) Infantry of Shah Shuja's Force, 100 of the Shah's 
2nd Cavalry, 200 “ Jan-baz" horse, and two guns, making a total of 
880 of all ranks, attacked the enemy near Barman on the 18th Sep* 
tember, dispersed the TJsbeg force, and compelled Dost Muhammad 
to fly to Nijrao. In the same month disturbances in Kohistan led 
to the despatch of Brigadier Sir Robert Sale into that country, with a 
force consisting of Her Majesty's 13th Light infantry, two companies 
of the 27th* and two of the 37th B engal Native Infantry, the 2nd Bengal 
Light Cavalry, the 2nd Cavalry, Shah Shuja’s Force, and details of 
artillery, A successful action took place at the fortified village of 
Tutam-dara, near Charikar, on the 29th September, but an attempt, on 
the 3rd of October, to storm the tort of Julgah was repulsed w ith a loss 
of 16 killed and 31 wounded. The enemy evacuated the fort the 
same evening- Sir Robert Sale remained in Kobistan throughout 
October, at the end of which month he was reinforced by the remain¬ 
ing companies of the 37th Native Infantry, Meanwhile every effort 
was made to obtain accurate information of the whereabouts of Dost 
Muhammad, and it at length appeared that the chief was moving 
towards the Ghorband Bass and was in the neighborhood of Parwan- 
dara- Thither he was followed by the British force, which arrived at 
the place on the 2nd of November in time to see the enemy retreating 
to the Mils. The two squadrons of the and Bengal Light Cavalry 
were sent on from the advance guard to endeavour to cut off the 
fugitives. Seeing this, the enemy's cavalry, which amounted only to 
about 80 ill-mounted men, turned and advanced at a slow pace 
towards their pursuers. Captain Fraser, commanding the squadrons, 
gave the order to charge, and himself, with the other officers, rode on 
into the midst of the enemy, but for some inexplicable reason, which 
has never been discovered, the troopers turned about and galloped 
back towards the advancing column, leaving their officers to their fate. 
Lieutenant and Adjutant Crispin, Lieutenant Broadfoot of the EngL 
neers, and Assistant-Surgeon Lord, the Political Officer, were killed, 


• These two companies of the 3 ?|E Native Infantry had £one up to Kabul 
escort duty with stores.—P. 
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and Captains Fraser and Fonsonby severely wounded** Deplor¬ 
able a? was this affair to us, it was nevertheless Dost Muhammad's last 
stand; he rode into KabttJnext day and gave himself tip to Sir William 
Macnaghten, the British envoy to the Court of Shah Shuj&. After 
remaining fora short time with the British envoy, where he charmed 
all who met him Hy his chivalrous and straightforward hearing, the 
ex-Amir was escorted to India by Sir Willoughby Cotton and the rst 
Bengal European Regiment, who were relieved,respectively, by Major- 
General W. G, K. Elphimtone, c.b., and the 44th Foot, The 48th 
Native Infantry also returned to India at this time, as part of the escort 
with Dost Muhammad. With the 44th Foot there arrived from India 
the 5th Light Cavalry and the 27th and 54th Native Infantry. The 
2nd Native Infantry had already arrived at Kabul and gone south¬ 
wards to Kandahar, which place was also reinforced later on with the 
38th Native Infantry. The 5th Native Infantry likewise arrived in 
Kabul a few months later, escorting a convoy. 

While these events were happening in the north, in Baluchistan and 
Sindh Nasir Khan remained for some time master of the situation. 
Forced to move from his quarter© at Mastung, he emerged from the 
Bokn Pass on the 28th of October, and made a vigorous attack 
on the post of Dadur, the repulse of which was due mainly to a 
splendid charge of tzo of Skinner’s Horse, led by Lieutenant A, F- 
Alacpherson, 43rd N. I, , who penetrated right through the masses of 
the enemy and returned victorious with the loss of one imldar (Mir 
Bahadar Alt) and two troopers killed, and Macpherson, two Native 
cflicets, and2 5 men wounded. The Baluchis made desultory attacks on 
the place on the two subsequent days, but finally withdrew on the arrival 
of reinforcements from Sukkur. On the 3rd November, Major-General 
Nott, with the 42nd and 4$rd Bengal Native Infantry, four 18-pounders, 
and some cavalry and infantry of Shah Shuja’s Force, arrived at 
Kalat from Kandahar, and re-occupied die place without opposition. 
Leaving the 42nd at Kalat, and garrisons at Quetta and Mastung, the 
General, with the 43rd, returned Immediately to Kandahar. Nasir 
Khan still remained in arms, but his camp was attacked at Kotra, on 
the 1st December, by a force of Bombay troops under Lieutenant- 


* The two offending squadrons weie immediately sent back to India, and by 

G« G- 0 . No. 38 of 1841 the regiment was disbanded ; the squadrons which had so 
| disgraced themselves were dismissed the service, and the remainder wert 1 drafted into 
] other redtnents of cavalry. 
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Colonel Marshall, and he was compelled to seek safety in flight, while 
his army was completely dispersed with considerable loss, 

The surrender of Dost Muhammad Khan and the re-establish¬ 
ment of British influence in Baluchistan brought the year to a satis¬ 
factory termination; but it was not long before further outbreaks 
disturbed the general tranquillity* The first oE these was a disturb¬ 
ance in the Durani country * where a chief named Akhtar Khan took 
np arms in the Zamin-dawar, and was successful until attacked 
and dispersed by Captain Farrington, 2nd Bengal Native Infantry, 
with a detachment of Native troops, at Landi-nawa, on the 3rd January 
1841. ThiF was followed by an unsuccessful attack on the fort of 
Kajjak, near Sibi, by a detachment of Bombay troops in which two 
officers (one of them being Lieutenant Creed, who had so distin¬ 
guished himself at the capture of Kalat) and 9 men were killed, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, who commanded the force, another 
officer, and 40 men wounded ; Colonel Wilson's wound proved fatal. 
In February ft found necessary to undertake operations against 
the Sangu Khei Shin wans, inhabiting the Nazian valley, one of the 
eastern valleys of the Safed Koh lying to the south of Peshbclak, 
On this service a column was employed under Colonel Shelton 
of the 44th Foot, composed of his own regiment, the 27th Bengal 
Native infantry, four horse artillery guns, and some details from 
Shah Shuja's Force, including the 3rd Infantry, and within a fe\v 
days the valley was reduced to order, though not without the loss 
of two' officers,—Captain Douglas, Assistant Quartermaster-General, 
and Lieutenant Pigou, of the Engineers, 

About this time General Nott, foreseeing the need of a large force 
Hat Kandahar, ordered up most of the troops from the neighbourhood 
of Quetta, and thus increased the force at his disposal to one regb 
lent of cavalry^, seven of infantry, two troops of horse artillery, and 
i oe company of foot artillery. This was not accomplished a day too 
, -iun, for early in April trouble again broke out with the Ghilzais, who, 

I ways disaffected towards Shah Shu] a and foremost among the 
Afghans in their hatred of the English, were now particularly incensed 
f the re-building by the latter of the fort of Rakt-i-GhiizaL They 
yrrounded the place and attempted to obstruct the works, and 
(threatened the force which, under Captain Macan, was located in the 
art,—two regiments of infantry and part of one of cavalry (Chrislie's 
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Horse) of Shah Sbuja’s contingent. Reinforcements were sent from 
Kandahar under Lien tenant Colonel Wymer, consisting of 400 of the 
38th Native Infantry, two squadrons of Christie's Horse* two horse | 
artillery guns, and a few sappers. Wymer’s force was attacked on 
tlie 29th of May, at Ilmi, about twenty miles from K&Iat-i-Ghilzai, 
by a very large body of Ghilzais. The enemy advanced against the 
detachment in a solid mass, but, being received by a steady fire from 
the guns, they separated into three columns, which still advanced with 
the object of making a simultaneous attack. They were met, 
however* by a steady and destructive musketry fire, which their 1 
repeated rushes were not able to break through, and after an action of 1 
five hours 1 duration they were beaten off and dispersed. The British 1 
force, of which the 38th Bengal Native Infantry behaved with 
especial steadiness and courage, lost only four men killed and fifteen 
wounded. Scarcely was this affair brought to a successful termina¬ 
tion than it became necessary to despatch another detachment to 
the Zamin-dawar, where Akhtar Khan was again in rebellion ; the 
force employed was composed of the 5th Infantry* of Shah Shuja’s 
Force, some artillery of the same force, and two corps of Afghan 
Horse (called “Jan-baz “), the whole under Captain Wood burn of the 
44th Bengal Native Infantry, who was also commandant of the 51b 
Infantry. The enemy were met with and defeated on the left bank 
of the Helmaud, near Girishk, on the 3rd of July, but Wood burn 
could not follow up his success, as the ** jan-baz 11 would not fight. 
He pushed onto Girishk, where he was reinforced by Captain Griffin 
(34th Bengal Native Infantry) with the 1 st Infantry, Shah Shuja's 
Force, two guns, and some cavalry. On the ijth of August, a more 
severe engagement took place at Sikandarabad, when Captain Griffin, 
with a detachment which included part of the 2nd Bengal Native 
Infantry, a wing of Christie's Horse, and the 1st and 5th Infantry 
Shah Shua’s Force, totally defeated Akhtar Khan and dispersed hi 
forces, his own loss being 11 killed. 102 wounded and 2 missing 
The enemy retreated to their own val lays; to attack them there a large 
force jsvas necessary, and preparations were accordingly made b 
Major-Gene ml Nott, Early in September he took the field in persoi 
with a considerable force, but, contrary to expectation, no resistance 
was met with, and Nott returned to Kandahar before the cud ot 
October. 
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Meanwhile, events of some importance had been occurring else¬ 
where. Nasir Khan of Kalat surrendered to Lieutenant-Col on el 
Stacy, 43rd Native Infantry, in July. In the same month a trifling 
outbreak occurred in Kohistan, but was easily quelled. On the 3th 
August Lieutenant-Colonel Chambers, with detachments of the 5th 
'light Cavalry, the 4th Irregular Cavalry, and the 16th and 43rd Native 
Infantry, gained the temporary' submission of the Ghihais by a 
decided success over that tribe at K&rutu, near the Saighan Pass, 


General Nott's short expedition against the Duranis was not con¬ 
cluded before the news arrived of another serious outbreak of the 
Ghilzais, of which the immediate cause was the reduction by the Gov¬ 
ernment of the allowances paid to the tribes who held the defiles 
between Peshawar ana Kabul* The tribesmen visited Kabul and, 
receiving unsatisfactory replies to their requests from the envoy and the 
Amir, quitted the capital, occupied the passes, and cut off all com¬ 
munication between Kabul and the east. Sir Robert Sale, who 
1 was about to march to India with his brigade, on relief, was ordered 
to clear die road* His force consisted of Her Majesty's 13th Light 
Infantry, a squadron of the 5th Light Cavalry, a troop of the 2nd 
Cavalry, Shah Shuja’s Force, the 35th Native Infantry, two guns, and 
some sappers. The 35th, under Lieutenant-Colon el Monteath, 
marched in advance * on the 9th October, and encamped at Butkhak; 
here on the same nighl the camp was attacked, but the assailants were 
repulsed. Sale, having joined the advance, attacked and forced the 
Khurd Kabul Pass, on the 12th, with a loss of six killed and 33 
rounded, he himself being among the latter* From this point 
the 13th Light Infantry with Sale returned to Butkhak; the remain¬ 
der of the force, under Monteath, was again subject to a night 
attack on the 17th, which, however, was unsuccessful, though it inflicted 
on us the loss of one officer (Lieutenant Jenkins, 35th Native Infantry) 
and several sepoys* Sale how decided to push on to Tezin, which was 
reached on the 22nd, with the loss of one officer (Lieutenant E, King, 
13th) and four men killed, two officers and 17 men wounded. 
Marching thence on the 26th and evading the GhiUais, who had 
prepared to attack Ins force at the Pari Dara, he forced the 
Jagdalak Pass, on the 28th, and reached Gandamak on the 29th* but 
I not without the heavy loss of 29 killed and 91 wounded* Among the 
former were Captain Wynd ham of the 35th, who lost his life in a 
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gallant endeavour to save that of a wounded soldier, and Subadars 
Ranjit Singh and Hardyal Singh and Jemadar Bhawani Singh, o i the 
same regiment. On November 10th news reached Sale at Gandaraak 
of the outbreak at Kabul Unable from the weakness of his force 
and the want of camp equipage or supplies to return to the relief 
of the garrison there, he determined to occupy Jalalabad and marched 
into that place on November 13th. 

About the same time, towards the end of October, a fresh outbreak 
occurred in Kohistau, which eventually resulted in one of the most 
painful incidents of the wan Charikar, the chief town of the district, 
was garrisoned by the 4th (Gurkha) Infantry of Shah Shuja’s Force, 
On the 1st November, a strong insurgent force took up a position 
in the neighbourhood, cutting off the communication with Kabul- 
On the 3rd, Lieutenant Rattray, Assistant Political Agent, was 
treacherously killed at the termination of a conference with some 
of the insurgent chiefs, and from tiiat date the fighting at and 
around Charikar was incessant. After heavy loss had been sus¬ 
tained (both Captain Codrington and Ensign Salisbury of the 
Gurkha battalion being among the slain), the utter failure of the 
water supply necessitated the evacuation of the place, and accord¬ 
ingly, on the 13th, the garrison, now reduced to 200 men, including 
Major Fottinger and Ensign Haughton, both wounded, Ensign 
Rose and Assistant-Surgeon Grant, retreated under cover of night 
Dispersed, however, in the darkness, many fell by the hands 
of the insurgents, and many were taken prisoners and carried into 
slavery: Pottinger and Haughton, with one Gurkha, alone reached 
Kabul, though in the following year the latter officer collected 163 
Gurkhas in the country round, who had escaped with their lives. All 
the wounded, as well as the wives and children of the sepoys, were 
massacred. At the same time the Kohistan Regiment mutinied and 
deserted, after killing their officers, Lieutenant Maule and Local- 
Lieutenant Wheeler. 

i- It now remains to give a short account of the insurrection at Kabul 
and of the events which succeeded if, a story of defeat and disaster 
which make this one of the darkest padres in all the annals of the 
British arms in India. 

On the 2nd November a tumult broke out in the city: the house 
of Sir Alexander Burnes (who had been nominated to succeed Sir 
William Macnaghten a? Envoy) was attacked* and he, his brother 








(Lieutenant Charles Burnes, 17th Bombay Native Infantry), and 
Lieutenant W. Broadfoot of the 1st Bengal European Regiment, were, 
after a desperate defence, overpowered and slain by the insurgents* 

At this time the troops in Kabul were - * 

Th* 1st Troop, ist Brigade, Bengal Horse Artillery* 

A battery of Artillery* Shah Shuja’ft Force. 

A detachment of the Bengal Sappers and Miners. 

A detachment of Sappers, Shah Stupa's Force (3 companies). 

Two squad.on* of the 5th Bengal Light Cavalry. 

One risall ik of the 1st Irregular Cavalry* 

One risaLah of the 4th Irregular Cavalry. 

The and Regiment of Cavalry , Shah Shvja's Force- 

Her Majesty's 44th Foot* 

The 5th Bengal Native Infantry* * 

The 54th ditto ditto. 

The Envoy's Body-Guard. 

The 6th Regiment of Infantry, Shah ShujVs Force* 

The whole of these troops were under the command of Major- 
General W r G. K. Klphinstone, c.b., an oiiicer of good repute, who 
had seen much service in various parts of the world (he had com¬ 
manded the 33rd Foot at Waterloo), but he was at this time in au 
extremely bad state of health, and this interfered to a great extent 
with the pioper performance of the onerous duties of his command : 
to this circumstance is to be attributed in a great measure the whole 
of the misfortunes which followed. 

On the 3rd of November, the force was increased by the arrival of 
the 37th Bengal Native Infantry from Rhurd Kabul. 

On the following day the first misfortune occurred in the loss of I 
the commissariat fort, with the whole of the supplies which it am- 
tained, which had to be abandoned in consequence of the delay 
which took place in reinforcing ihe small party which held it. On 
the 6th, Kilad-Muhammad Sharif, which had been occupied by the t - 
enemy, was taken by storm by a detachment of three companies 
(one each from the 44th Foot and the jtti and 37th Native Infantry) 
commanded by Major Griffiths of the 37th. On the 10th the 
Rikabashi fort, of which the insurgents had taken possession, 
was retaken with the severe loss of 200 killed and wdiudeH, 
amongst whom was numbered Colonel Mackrel! of the 44th, an old 
Waterloo officer, who died the same day of his wounds* On 
the 13th an action was fought on the Bemaru heights, which, 
after a check which very nearly proved a disaster, ended in the | 
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defeat of the enemy and the capture of their guns* Some days 
; were now spent in fruitless discussions as to ibe best course to be 
pursued, for supplies were beginning to run low, while the enemy 
were increasing in numbeis and boldness; but no action of any 
I kind was taken. At length, on the 22nd November, Muhammad 
Akbar Khan, son of Dost Muhammad, arrived at Kabul and on 
the following day the enemy again occupied the heights of Benmnn 
Brigadier Shelton was sent out to dislodge them with seventeen 
companies of infantry (five of the 44th Foot, and six each of the 5th 
and 37th Native Infantry), 100 sappers, three squadrons of cavalry 
and one gun* The detachment was, however, mishandled, for 
Shelton, like Monson, though as brave a man as ever lived, was 
no general. The result was a disastrous defeat of the British 
force, which was only saved from annihilation by a charge of the 
cavalry and by the fall of one of the principal Afghan chiefs. 

Little was now thought of but a retreat to India; supplies had 
failed, and cold and defeat had demoralised the remnant of the troops 
that still remained ; while the whole country was up in arms against 
us. To this end, therefore, on the nth December, negotiations 
were opened with Muhammad Akbar; in the midst of which, 
twelve days Inter, December the. 23rd, the British Envoy, Sir M j ham 
Macnagbtcn, was inveigled cut of cantonments to a conference and 
treacherously murdered* Notwithstanding the evidence this act 
afforded that little reliance could be placed in the good faith of the 
enemy negotiations were still continued.* and on the 6th of January 
184a, after having sustained the humiliation of giving up to the 
enemy al! the guns but six, and although the terms, both as re¬ 
garded transport and escort, had, not been fulfilled by the Afghans, 
the Kabul garrison, amounting to 4*500 hghting men, evacuated 
the positions they had held, and commenced their retreat to Jalala¬ 
bad, Then ensued what might have been anticipated from a 
knowledge of the Afghan character- Scarcely had the troops led 
their cantonments when the Afghans began to attack them: day 
after day, through the defiles of Khurd Kabul, of the I angi 
Tariki, of Jagdalak, their numbers grew less and less before the 
bullets of the Afghan jazth and the cold steel of the Afghan knives, 
aided by the bitter cold and the deep-lying snow- 1 he widows, 
married people, and children were saved by being made over to the 
care of Muhammad Akbar at Khurd Kabul; General Etphin stone, 
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Mga&fer Shelton, and Captain Johnson, who had gone to meet 
Muhammad Akbar at a conference at jagrialak, were there taken 
prisoners by the Afghan chief, who detained them as hostages for the 
surrender of Jalalabad * Reduced at Jagdalak to about 150 men, the 
devoted remnants of the force struggled on into that last fatal pass, 
where a terrible fate awaited them. Hemmed in on every side by 
the murderous hordes of their enemies, only some twenty officers 
and forty-five men survived to see another day at Gaudumak; here 
within a few miles of Jalalabad their merciless foes fell on them 
again; the remnant which escaped fell one by one by the way or 
were cut down by the enemy, until at length one only survived,t 
grievously wounded and almost overcome with exhaustion, to reach 
a haven of safety and tell the fate of El p bins to lie's brigade to the 
garrison of Jalalabad. 

Sir Robert Sale, as we have seen, occupied Jalalabad on the 13th 
November, 1841. Aided by that excellent officer, Captain George 
Broadfoot, of the Madras Army, Commandant of the Corps of 
Sappers of Shah Shuja's Force, he immediately set about restoring 
the fortifications of the place, which were in a most dilapidated con¬ 
dition, superintending the work with unceasing vigilance, although, 
in consequence of the severe wound he had received in forcing the 
Khurd Kabul Pass, he was unable to get about without assistance, 
and had to be carded from point to point in a litter. By the 
Unremitting labours of the garrison, Jalalabad was soon in a re¬ 
spectable state of defence, but the severity of the season and the 
fury of the enemy were not all that these gallant men had to contend 
against. Even Nature herself seemed to be arrayed against them, 
for the walls had not long been restored when a violent shock of 
earthquake once more reduced them to ruins, and in some places 
even levelled them with the ground. But the calamity was met with 
becoming fortitude; the weary work was promptly recommenced, 
and soon once more the walls were raised, and the place made 
secure against all the efforts of the enemy, who, under Muhammad 
Akbar Khan, were in great force in the neighbourhood. 

Early in the siege the question of surrendering the place, in 
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obedience to orders received from Major-Gene ml Elphinstone, when 
he capitulated at Kabul, came under the consideration of Sale arid 
a Council of War. It has been satd proverbially that a Council, 
of War never fights,” and in this instance there was no exception to 
the rule. Considering themselves abandoned, and hopeless of relief, 
Sale and the majority of the Council were for yielding, and notwith¬ 


standing the sterner counsels of Broadfoot, Oldfield, and Backhouse, 
who strongly urged the more worthy course of holding on to the 
place to the last, proposals for the evacuation of Jalalabad, on the 
condition of a safe conduct to Peshawar, were actually addressed to 
the enemy. An implied doubt of the sincerity with which these 
proposals were made afforded an opportunity of reconsidering and 
withdrawing them; manlier counsels .prevailed and Jalalabad 
remained in our hands, to be defended with a tenacity which has 
extorted universal admiration, 

From November, 1841, to April, 1842, Sale's Brigade continued 
atraitly shut up within the walls of Jalalabad, except only when 
the occasional nearer approach of the Afghans afforded opportunity 
for a sortie. In one of these sallies (24th March; 1S42) the gallant 
Broad foot received a severe wound which deprived die garrison of 
his valuable services for the remainder of the siege. 

This was now rapidly approaching its termination. A relieving 
force, under the command of Major-General Pollock, was on its 
way, but on the 7th April, a week before it reached Jalalabad, 
the garrison sallied forth and inflicted a. crushing defeat upon 
the enemy and practically relieved themselves. The available 
force on that day was something under 1,500 men, including 
the r 3tb Light Infantry, the 35th Native Infantry, Broadfoot's 
Sappers, and a squadron and a half of native cavalry j while that 
of Muhammad Akbar is described as not less than 6,000. The 
enemy were drawn np In a strong position to receive the attack, 
but they were speedily driven from it with severe loss and their army 
entirely dispersed. Sales loss was it killed and 71 wounded; 
among the former being the gallant Colonel Dermic, of the 13th 
Light Infantry* a distinguished officer who had served under Lord 
Lake in the early years of the century, had witnessed the conquest 
of the Isle of France, and gone through three arduous cam¬ 
paigns in Burma with much credit, and who had led the storming 
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party at the capture of Ghazni three years before. The whole of 
the Afghan camp was captured and several British guns re-taken, 
together with a quantity of provisions. Of these latter it is 
ielated that when the Brigadier divided amongst his troops the 
*heep taken from the enemy, the 35th Native Infantry desired 
that their share might he given to the 13th Light Infantry, who, they 
said, were in more need of animal food than themselves,—a striking 
instance of the good fellowship which has so often existed between 
British and Native corps, especially in times of hardship and trial 
In India, in the meantime, as soon as intelligence was received of 
the outbreak at Kabul, strenuous efforts were made to push up 
reinforcements, and before the middle of January 1842 a brigade,— 
consisting of a squadron of the 3Td Irregular Cavalry, and the 30th, 
53rd, doth, and 64th Native Infantry, in nil about 44 00 with 
five guns (which had been borrowed from the Sikhs),—was at 
Peshawar under the command of Brigadier Wild. As a prepara¬ 
tory step to advancing to the relief of Jalalabad, Wild, on the 15th 
January, sent forward the 33rd and 64th, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Moseley, to take possession of Ali Masjtd* This was easily 
accomplished, and on the 19th the Brigadier himself moved forward 
with the remaining two regiments and four guns , but the Afridis 
had now risen and closed the pass, and were prepared to resist 
the advance of any more troops into the Kh&ib&r; Wild 
encountered them at the mouth of the pass and a severe engage¬ 
ment ensued, but owing to the worthlessness of the Sikh guns, 
which broke down at the first discharge, and to the inadequacy 
of the force, the attempt 10 get through to Ali Masjid proved a 
complete failure; the troops were beaten back and obliged to retire 
to Jamrud with considerable loss, Brigadier Wild himself and three 
other officers being amongst the wounded, fn the meantime, 
Moseley, esposed to incessant attacks, had found it impossible to 
maintain himself at AH Masjid, and on the 24th he was compelled 
U> evacuate the place and retreat to Jamrud, exposed the whole 
wav to an incessant fire from the Afridis, The loss of Moseley's 
detachment was heavy, as was that of another detachment sent to 
the entrance of the Khaibar Pass to cover his retirement. Alto¬ 
gether the loss amounted to 37 killed (including Captain Lock, 
5th Native Infantry—attached to the both,—Captain Wilson, 64th 


Reptile* 

Khiib&r 













Ot iifcrf.I 

Pollock's 

advance. 


. 

%L 


THE SERVICES OF THE 


% 


Native Infantry, and Subadars Ram Singh and Sukhlal Upadhia, 
53rd Native Infantry) and wounded (including six British and 
eight Native officers). This check bad a fatal effect on the force 
and it was not until Major-General Pollock, who had been 
appointed to command the forces moving into Afghanistan, arrived 
and assumed the command that any real progress was made in 
preparing for an advance- But, with all his energy, it was the 
5th of April before Pollock was able to march from Peshawar. The 
force under his command was organised as follows : 

ARTILLB&Y: tinder Captain A- Abbott—One troop of horse artillery, two 
light 6eld batteries, and Backhouse's Mountain Train* 
Cavalry j Under Brigadier M. White—* 3rd Light Dragoons, tst Light 
Cavalry, a detachment o( the 5th Light Cavalry, 10th Light 
Cavalry, 3rd Irregular Cavalry, and a detachment of 
Anderson's Horse flat® and Cavalry, Shah Shuja'a Force.) 


iKFANT’ltYi Under Major-General J, ftTCmskill, k.h* 
isr Brigade : Major-General Sir R. H* Sale, K.C.b — 13th Foots 3SI- 1 
Native Infantry, Broad foot's Sappers, and the Khaibar 
Rangers. 

2ND Brigade : Brigadier W. H, Dennie,C.B*;—9tti Foot,30th and 60th Native 
Infantry, and the5thCompany ofSappersard Miners. 

3 RD Brigade j Brigadier C. F, Wild—3061, 53rd and 64th Native Infantry. 
4TH BRIGADE: brigadier T. Montcath—31 st Foot, fith and 33rd Native 
Infantry. 


Of these troops, however, Backhouse's Mountain Train, Broadtooft 
Sappers, the detachments of the 5th Light Cavalry and of Anderson s 
Ilorse, the 13th Foot and the 35th Native Infantry were then 
at Jalalabad } the 31st Foot and the 0th Native Infantry had not 
yet arrived at Peshawar, and thus Pollock made his forward move* 
me tit with only the following corps and detachments 


The 3rd Light Dragoons, the 1st and loth Light Cavalry, and a detachment 
of the 3rd Irregular Cavalry. , 

A troop of horse artillery, two li*ht field batteries, and some siege guns, 

A company of Bengal Sappers and, Miners. 

The gth Foot, the 26th, 30th, ZM rd, 53rd, 6oth, and 64th Native Infantry, and 
a corps of Afghan riflemen styled " Ferris's JwelcSife*" 


General Pollock's advance was planned and conducted with the 
greatest care and circumspection. On the date abovenained, his 
force advanced in three columns, the right and left preceding the 
centre and crowning the heights on either side of the Khaibar 
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mmy (Afrldis and other Khaibaris) made a deter¬ 
mined and obstinate resistance, but after a succession of severe 
combats they were driven from every position t.hej f had taken tip, 
an ] the pass was forced with a loss on our side of 14 killed, sen 
wounded, and 17 missing. Pollock, pushing forward, reached 
Jalalabad on the iGth of April, only to find that the garrison had 
already, unaided, broken up the siege of the place and effected its 
own relief. Here in the following month ho was joined by the 31st 
Foot and the 6lh Native Infantry. 


It is now necessary to describe the doings in southern Afghanistan 
during the preceding six months* In November 1841, the force at 
Major-General Nott's disposal consisted of Her Majesty's 40th Foot, 
the and, 16 th, 38th, 42nd, and 43rd Native Infantry, the ist, 2nd, and 
5th infantry of Shah Shuja’s Force (or portions of these corps), a 
detachment of ihe ist Irregular Cavalry, the m Cavalry of Shah 
Shuras Force (Christie's Horse), and some details of artillery. Sum¬ 
moned by Sir William Macnaghten, one brigade, under the com* 
mand of Colonel McLaren, marched in November for the relief of 
pur forces at Kabul,but, being unable (so, at least, it was alleged) to 
overcome the difiiculties of bad weather and want of food, it returned 
to Kandahar on the Sih December, having reinforced the garrison 
of Kalatd-Ghikai with 300 of the 43rd Native Infantry. 
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Ghazni was at this time held by the 27th Native Infanuy, under 
the command of Lieu tenant* Colonel Palmer* The insurgents 
appeared before the place on the 20th November, and on the 
jth December began closely besieging it. On the ryth the 
defenders were compelled to abandon the city ami take refuge 
in the fort. Here they suffered greatly from cold and want of 
provisions and water until the 6th of March, when the place was 
surrendered. The garrison were not however suffered, as they 
had been promised, to depart in safely; a few days alter the 
capitulation they were furiously attacked by gham; for three days 
they sustained from house to house an unequal combat with their 
foes ; at length some of the sepoys determined to cut their way out 
and try to make across country to Peshawar, which they be¬ 
lieved to be only fifty or sixty miles off ; on the loth they started on 
their mad attempt, only to be cut down or taken prisoners in the 
snow-cove red fields. The whole of the British officers (except one, 
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Lieutenant Lu ins den,*—who bad fallen during the fighting) 
became prisoners, and remained in captivity for many months, 
subjected to the severest privations. 

At Kandahar, Noll easily held his own against the insurgent 
gatherings that appeared in his neighbourhood. On several occasions 
(at Kali-Shak on the 12th January; Knuji-fCak, Panjwai and Til u- 
Khan on the yth, Sth, gth, and 1 oth March ; and aL Baba-Wali on the 
25th March) he defeated and drove off the Duranisby whom the place 
was threatened. During his absence on one of these expedition®, the 
Afghans tirade a furious night attack on Kandahar (10th March), 
evidently hoping to carry the place with a rush. Every attempt was, 
however, repelled by the garrison, under the command of Major 
Lane, 2nd Native Infantry, and eventually the enemy drew off after 
having sustained heavy loss. On the 10th of May Nott was joined 
by Major-Genera: England, with the 41st Foot and some Bombay 
troops from ihndh. 

The first measure ^ow to be undertaken was the relief of the fort 
of Kriat-t-GhiUai. This place had been garrisoned since November 
of the preceding year by the 3rd Infantry of Shah Shuja’s Force, 
under Captain J. IL Craigie, and 40 British artillerymen; in 
December, as has been noticed, It had been reinforced by 300 of 
the 43rd Native Infantry, After sustaining a close blockade for 
several weeks, which was preceded by the hardships occasioned by 
the severity of the winter and the hostility of the surrounding country, 
the little garrison successfully defeated wilh great loss a determined 
attack by the enemy on the 21st of May* A week later they were 
relieved by Colonel Wymer from Kandahar, who withdrew the 
garrison and destroyed the works, and, after visiting Offish k» 
returned to Kandahar on the 7th June. In recognition of its gallan¬ 
try, the 3rd Infantry was at a subsequent period taken into the 
Company's service, and is still, as the 12th Bengal Infantry, per¬ 
mitted to bear the name of *'Kalat-i-Ghilzai, ,t with which It is 
so honorably connected. 

Taking advantage of the absence of Colonel Wymer and the 
greater part of the force, the Duranis to the number of about 
8,000 men, led by Aktar Khan, came down on Kandahar on the 29th 
May, Nott moved out at once with a force of about 2,000 men, 
which included the 42nd and 43rd Native Infantry, and gave the 
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eritmy a complete overthrow, indicting on them heavy loss, while ' 
the casualties in his own force amounted to no more than one killed 
and 52 wounded. 

It was not until August that General Nott received pennis-, 
sioti to advance on Kabul, and on the 10th he left Kandahar with 
the following force : — 


Nott's 
advflti’tf on 

Kabul. 


Two tn>Oj- i: of hors* artillery, one 9-poundorfoot LnUrry, lour iS-pourider?, with 
two companies of Bengal foot a^tilkry; the 3rd Bombay U^ht Cavalry, 
three tisoiahs of the ist Irregular Cavalry, five risalaAs of the 1st 
Cavalry of Shfth Shuja's Contingent * Christie's Horse) \ the 40th ar 1 41 >t 
Foot, the and, ilith, 3Stb, 42nd, and 43rd Native Infantry, and the 3rd 
Infantry of Shah Shuja** Contingent. 


The remainder of the force, including the Bombay troops not 
detailed to move northwards, two ri$a!ahs of Christie's Horse, und 
three infantry regiments of Shah Shuja's Contingent, returned to 


India through the Bolan. 

During his march towards Kabul, Non had several engagements 
with the enemy. An unfortunate cavalry affair took place near 
Ki'a Aziro and Kaxez Usman Khan, on the 28th August, in which 
more than seventy casualties occurred on our side, including two 
officers (both of the 3rd Bombay Light Cavalry) killed and three 
wounded. On the 30th at Karabagh, near Goainc, thirty-five miles 
from Ghazni, a very large force of Afghans was completely defeated 
and dispersed with a loss on our side of about thirty killed and 
wounded.* Ghazni was reached on September 4th and evacuated 
by the enemy on the night of the gth, alter an engagement in which 
Note's force suffered a loss of three killed and 43 wounded : 337 I 
of the 2nh Native Infantry were here released from captivity ; the j 
walls of the citadel wcto demolished; and, by order of Lord 
Eilenborough, the famous gates of the temple of Somnalh were 
carried off from the tomb of Sultan Mahmud. The march was 
resumed on the loth September, and after farther engagements 
with the enemy, on the 14th and 15th, near Beni Badarn and 
Mai da 11 (in which a loss of 4 killed and 59 wounded was sustained, 
including Subadar Jliara Singh, 43rd Native Infantry, n^ortaSly 
wounded), Nott reached Kabul on September the 17th, 


• Our toss?* in these two engagement* are very inconveniently ' lumped r> 
together in General Nott's casualty returns. These'returns show a total of 3s 
killed (including two officers) and 6(1 wounded (including four officer?;!. The 
casualties at Beni Badam on the 14th asd at Maidan en the 15th eptember arr 
alto *• lumped ” together in the same way.—P. 
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General Pollock, however, was there before him* Leaving Jaiala- 
bad on the aoth of August, he pushed on h 3 s advance with surprising 
rapidity though opposed daily by the Afghans* His force included 
in the ist Division the 36th and 55th Native Infantry and a company 
of Sappers and Miners, and in the 2nd Division the 33rd and 60th 
Native Infantry, as well as two troops of horse artillery, one field 
battery, the tat Bengal Light Cavalry, and 600 of the 3rd Irregular 
Cavalry* Following, whenever opposed, his tactics of crowning the 
heights on either side of the pass, Pollock,—defeating the enemy at 
Mamu Khel on the 24th (in which action he lost 7 men killed and 
4 officers and 45 men wounded), and again at jagdalak on the 8th 
September (when his casualties amounted to 6 killed and 5 3 
wounded,—"Captain Nugent, of the Commissariat Department 
being amhngst the former),—drove all before him until the 12th 
September, when, in the Tcrin Valley, his flanks were assailed in a 
very daring manner by the enemy, who, though reputed and driven 
off, returned In the evening and kept up a series of harassing attacks 
throughout the night. On the morning of the 13th Pollock advanced 
to the mouth of the Terin pass, where he left the 3rd Light Dragoons, 
part of the :si Light Cavalry, and the 3rd Irregular Cavalry, to cover 
his rear, but hi had no sooner quitted the valley than the Afghan 
horse appeared and, as had been anticipated, made a movement 
to fall upon the baggage train ; the attempt was fatal to them, for 
the dragoons and the native cavalry, catching them in comor.r.i- 
tively open ground, made a brilliant charge, completely routing them, 
culling up large numbers, and capturing a standard, which was 
taken by Captain Goad of the ist Light Cavalry* While this com¬ 
bat was proceeding in the valley, Pollock, with the main bod) o* 
bis force, was slowly winning his way up the Teziit pass, though 
obstinately opposed at every step by Muhammad Akbar Khan, w so 
had that day brought into the field a force of 16,000 men. Infuri¬ 
ated by the sight of the remains of their comrades who had fallen 
in the retreat a few month* before, the British soldier and the sepoy 
alike fought with irresistible spirit ; the Afghans were expelled from 
every position they took up, and finally after a severe contest the 
Haft Kotal was surmounted and the enemy driven in headlong flight 
towards Kabul, with the loss of all their gnus (three in number) and 
q. 1 probably from 1,200 to 1,500 men killed and wounded. Ouf own 
losses amounted to 32 killed and 130 (including four British officers) 






wounded, among the former being a most gallant and distinguished 
Native officer, Haidar AJi, tire Native Commandant of Ferris's Jazel- 
ehis. ' ■ 


This was the last effort of Muhammad Akbar* Barring a series 
of attacks on his rearguard a ml baggage train, on the 9th, 10th 
and nth, in which a loss of 6 killed and 59 wounded was sustained, 
Pollock's further advance to Kabul was absolutely unopposed, and that 
place was reached on the 15th September, two days before the arrival 
of the forte from Kandahar under Major-General Nott, A w eek later 
the whole of the British captives in the hands of the Afghans (those 
from Ghazni as well as those taken at Kabul and in the passes), 
having practically effected their own deliverance, arrived in Pollock's 
camp* On the 25th a force was detached under Major-General 
M'Cask ill, consisting of one battery of grounders and two 18-poun¬ 
ders, seven squadrons of cavalry, Broadfool's Sappers, and live regi¬ 
ments of infantry, including the 26th, 42nd, and 43rd Native Infantry, 
This force marched agajnst Istalif, in Kohistan, defeated the Afghan 
force which had taken refuge there (29th September), seized the 
town, and set fire to it in several places. The casualties in this affair 
amounted to one officer and five men killed, and four officers and 
41 men wounded* Prince Shah pur was now chosen to ascend the 
throne in the place of Shah Shuja, who had been murdered in the 
preceding April. The great bazar of Kabul was blown up as a mark 
of British vengeance ; and on October the 12th the return march 
to India was commenced. The rear-guard, formed by General Notfs 
force, was, in the retirement, several times engaged with the enemy; 
on the 14th, 15th and 16th October in the Haft Kotal Pass, where a 
loss was sustained of 7 killed and 58 wounded ; in the Jagdalak Pass 
on the 18th (7 killed and 37 wounded) ; at Gandamak on the 19th 
(2 killed and 15 wounded), and on the 4th and 6th November near 
Ali Masjid, where the loss sustained wa$ 4 killed and 19 wounded ; 
amongst the latter was Lieutenant Chamberlain of Christie's Morse 
(now General Sir Neville Bowles Chamberlain, g .c*n.) t who was 
here wounded for the sixth time that year. Late in the evening of 
the 3rd, near Garbi La!a Beg, the rear-guard of Brigadier Wild's 
brigade was rushed tnthe darkness by a body of Afridrs and sustained 
a loss of 19 killed and 32 wounded, Lieutenant Christie, of the 
Artillery, Ensign Nicholson, 30th Native Infantry, and Subadar 
Siu-din Singh, 53rd Native Infantry, being amongst ihe former; 
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two guns of the mountain train wore also lost, but they were recovered 
next day. Peshawar was reached by the rear-guard on the 6th, and 
then the march to Ferozepore was begun. 

In the meantime, in India, the Government had found it neces¬ 
sary to adopt measures of precaution against a new danger which 
had begun to develop itself* This was the hostility which for many 
months past the Sikhs, as a nation, had exhibited towards us* and 
which was, in fact, the beginning of the animosity which eventu¬ 
ally found expression in the war of 1845-46, So marked was this 
hostility that apprehensions were entertained that the Sikhs would 
take advantage of any opportunity that might present itself of falling 
upon General Pollock's force during its march through the Punjab, 
As a support, therefore, to Pollock, and as a menace to the Sikh 
capital in the event of any overt act of hostility, a powerful force was 
assembled at Ferozepore in the autumn of 1^4.2* under the Comman¬ 
der-In-Chief, Sir Jasper Nicolls, in person* This was styled 
“ The Army of Reserve,** and was organised as follows 


Artillery:—U nder Brigadier C. Graham, c,b,-~ 

Four troop* of horse artillery* 

Kqug companies of foot artillery* 

Three %ht field batteries 

Engimheus 1— Under Major E. J. Smi h,— 

Two companies of Sappers and Miners* 

Cwalrv Under Major-Geof-al Sir J* Thackwelt, k.C.B.— 

tst Brigade— The 16th Light Dragoons f, Lancers), the yth Light Cavalry, 
ami the 4th Irregular Cavalry. 

-jjiri Brigade^ The 3rd Light Cavalry and the 6th Irregular Cavalry, 

First Infantry DivmoN j— Under Major-Gen oral j, Dennis.— 

>st Brigade—' The 1st European Light Infantry* and the i&t and 2m] 
Light Infantry Battalions* 

3 mi Brigade —The 3rd Foot (the Buffs), and the 9th and 10th Native 
Infantry* 

Second Iru *ntry PivrstON -Under Major ^General W. Rat tine, C.S.-- 
3rd Br gade^- The 35th Foot, and the 59th and 72nd Native Infantry. 

4$h ■Brigftd #—The md European Regiment*the 39th Native Infantry, and 
t he SI rm oor 0at tal 10 n. 


The precaution taken had the desired effect Sikh turbulence was 
overawed for the time, and the army returning from Afghanistan 
was allowed to proceed unmolested* Marching across the Punjab, 
Pollock’s force reached Ferozepore in three detachments on the 
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17th, 19th and 23rd December, and then after a period of general 
festivity, ending in a grand review- of the united forces (40,000 
men, with too guns) before the Governor-General, the army was dis¬ 
persed and returned to cantonments. So ended the hist Afghan 
War, 

The satisfaction of the Governor-Genera] at the conclusion of the 
war is evinced by his complimentary orders to the army. For the 
second campaign a further donation of six months 1 batta was made to 
all troops serving in and above the Khaibar or the Bolan Pass on the 8th 
September, 1S42. Corps engaged in the actions arount 1 Kandahar, 
in the defence cf Jalalabad and Kalat- t -Ghilza 1, the re-capture 
of Ghazni and the re-occupation of Kabul* received permission to 
bear those names upon their colours* All ranks present in the 
actions at Kandahar and Ghazni and those leading to the re-occupa¬ 
tion of Kabul* received a medal inscribed with the names of the same 
and the date 1842 ” under-mitten* Additional medals were given 
to the garrisons of Jalalabad and Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and the corps 
engaged in the former received permission to wear a mural crown 
on their appointments in commemoration of the siege. The 3rd 
Regiment of Shah Shuja's infantry we re, in consideration of 
their valour and discipline in the defence of K&iaid-Ghilzai* brought 
on the strength.of the Bengal Army as m extra reg ; merit, and de¬ 
nominated u The Regiment of Kakt-i-Gliilzai." The 2nd and 16th 
Native Infantry were made grenadier regiments* and the 38th* 42nd, 
and 43rd were made Light Infantry*—(G* O. G. G., 4>h October, 
1843)* The corps which still exist of those thus honored are the 
Sappers and Miners, the 1st Irregular Cavalry (1stBengal Cavalry)* 
the 33rd (4th), 42nd (5th)* and 43rd (6thj Native Infantry, and the 
Kalat-i-Ghilzai Regiment (12th)* 

Embarrassed as the Indian Government was with the great and un¬ 
expected expenses of the Afghan campaigns* it was nevertheless 
unable to avoid taking pan in another expedition at almost the oppo¬ 
site vXtremity of Asia. This was the first Chinese war, the cause of 
which was the forcible destruction of two and a half million pounds 
worth of British property by the Chinese authorities, in a violent effort 
to destroy the opium traffic. As in the Burmese war, however* 
the prejudices of the Bengal sepoys* as well as the pressing need for 
troops On the western frontier* prevented any but a very small contin¬ 
gent being despatched from this presidency, the greater part of the 





War JnChloi, 
1*40—4 m . 


9 








THE SERVICES OF THE 


Native soldiery employed being from Madras. Volunteers to form 
one regiment were called for by G, O. C, C of l be 20th January, 1S40, 
u for service to the eastward ; ' F and this corps, together, with the tZ±, 
3 6th and 49th Foot, sailed from Calcutta in April of that year. The 
island of Chusan was occupied bn tbe 5th of July, and here the 
British force remained during tin; rest of the year, in which time all 
the regiments suffered terribly from sickness. 

Attempts at negotiation having failed, the fort of Chuenpce, situated 
on an island in the Canton river, was attacked and taken On January 
the 7th, 1841, with trifling loss. Six weeks of desultory negotiations 
| then ensued, during which the island of Chusan Was' evacuated by 
the British. On the 19th February hostilities were resumed, and 
! during the next fortnight seme hard fighting look place in attacks on 
the forts at the mouth of the Canton river. On the 24th of May Canton 
itself was attacked, and during that and the next six days the heights 
above the place were occupied and several other advantages obtained, 
with a loss on Our side of 15 killed and r*2 wounded; the city itself 
was, however, not entered, negotiations having been resumed, and 
the place ransomed forsix million dollars. From Canton the force 
was moved to Hong-Kong. where it again suffered terribly from 
disease. 

About this time the Bengal Volunteer-Battalion (except a detach¬ 
ment under Major Mee, which remained in China and took part in 
subsequent operations up to August, 184!>returned to India, where, 
on their arrival they were complimented in a G. 0 . <No, 123 of 1841) 
for tbe alacrity with which they had volunteered for the service, and 
received one month's full pay and batta as&graiuity, with special lea 
to their homes before rejoining their several regiments. 

At the end oF August operations were resumed, 2nd Amoy. Chusan, 
Chinhar, and Ningpo were captured by the British. During the 
winter operations were suspended, ftui were re-commenpexl in March 
1843, by an attack by the Chinese On the Britisly force at Ningpo' 
which was repulsed \yith very heavy Mss to the enemy. 

Major Mee detachment was sent hack to India in March, 1842, 
previous to which, in G.O, No, 291 of 164j, another battalion of volun¬ 
teers was called for in Bengal, and was formed of companies from 
eight different regiments,—the 3 rd, r^h, 17th, 23rd, 32nd, 41st, 
52nd, and 561 h Native Infantry. This corps, however, was delayed at 
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Zatcutta, and did not arrive in China until June, 1842, when it joined 
ie expedition then about to set out for the it ailf^-tse-iGang. Chiu- 
Ciwig-Foo was reached on the 15th of July and taken by storm on 
ihe 21 st, with a loss on our side of 34 killed, 107 wounded and 3 
oissins. On this occasion, as is recorded in a complimentary G. O. 
lated October 14th, three companies of the Bengal Volunteers, under 
Major Kent, had the good fortune to be the first engaged with the 
memy. The battalion had three men wounded. The Chinese troops 
were scattered with great loss. This victory was the last engagement 
rf the war, for before the British force could advance on Nankin, the 
Chinese sued for peace, and a treaty was concluded on August the 
17 tli. 

To the troops employed in the earlier part of the campaign, up to 
June, 1841, twelve months’ full batta was presented; for the latter 
operations six months’ batia was given, while all ntft" received a 
medal, and certain honorary distinctions were granted to the British 
and Madras regiments.—( G, O. No. 54 of 1842)- 

In 1840-41-42. while the wars in Afghanistan and China were still 
proceeding, disturbances of a somewhat serious character occurred 
in Bnnielkhand and in the Saugor and Nerbadda territories, which 
necessitated the employment of a considerable military force for their 
suppression. The first notable outbreak was that a' Chirgaon, a 
small town lying about eighty miles south-west of Kalpi, the 
jagXtrdar of which place went into rebellion and began committing 
depredations in the surrounding country : a force of nearly* 2,000 men 
(which included he Bundeikhand Legion and pan of the 13th 
Native Infantry) was employed in the reduction of the place, which 
was evacuated” by the insurgents (April, 1841) after two days’ 
operations and the capture by storm of one of the outworks. In an 
action near Malthcne. in April, 1842, Captain Ralfe, of the 3rd 
Native Infantry, was mortally wounded. In June, 1842, an action 
took plate at Pa ft war i, in which a squadron of the 8th Light Cavalry 
and two companies of the 13th Natjve Infantry defeated a body of 
3,coo Bnfidela insurgents, killing upwards of eighty, including 
their leader. In December, 1842, a smart engagement was fought 
■ at Bhagaura, near Jaitpur, in which detachments of the 40th and 
eyth Native Infantry defeated a considerable body of insurgents. 
Subadar V’ar Khan, 51st Native Infantry, was killed in a skirmish 
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With a bod)- of rebels in February. 1843. Several other engagements 
took place in variotif parts of the disturbed districts, and it was no* 
until the summer of 1S+3 that order was eventually restored. The 
troops employed from time to time in the suppression of the dis¬ 
turbances ivere the 8th Light Cavalry, the and and 8th Irregnl&i 
Cavalry, the 3rd, nth, 13th, 24th, 40th, 50th, 51st, 1:7th and 6isi 
Native Infantry, and the Bundelkhand Legion. 

Scarcely were the campaigns in Afghanistan and China concluded 
when the Indian Government found themselves involved in a war 
with the Baluch Amirs of Sindh. A long course of intrigues and 
misunderstandings came to a head in a treacherous attack on the 
Residency of Hyderabad on the 15th February, 1843. Major-Gene¬ 
ral Sir Charles J. Napier, commanding in Sindh and Baluchistan, who 
was then at Hall?, thirty-'ive tniies to the north-west of Hyderabad, 
immediately marched towards that place with such troops as were then 
available in that part of Sindh. His force consisted of— 

I he oeh Btinsal Light Cavalry, a detail of the Poona Horse, ihe Sindh Horse 
two companies of artillery, one company of Madras sappers. Her 
Majesty s ;.-nd Foot, and the ist, lath, and bora hay Native Infantry. 

With these troops, amounting to less than 2,800 men, with twelve 
pieces of artillery. Sir Charles met and attacked the enemy (20,000 
strong) at Miani, six miles from Hyderabad, on February the 17th. 
Rather less than 1,800 of the British troops were actually engaged 
in the battle which ensued, Major Outram being absent with a/ 
detachment of 200. while the detail of the Poona Horse and four 
companies of infantry were employed as a baggage guard. The 
enemy were strongly posted on End beyond the dry bed of the Fulailr 
»iiAr, of which the high banks served as a rampart, while then - flanks 
rested on -thick jungle impassable for cavalry, Napier made a 
fromal attach, advancing in echelon of regiments across the plain, 
and our troops were met as they came to close quarters by repeated 
and determined charges of the Baluch infantry: for three hours a 
stubborn hand-tod:and light was maintained, until at length the for¬ 
tunes m the day were decided by a brilliant charge of the 9th 
Lenga, Light Cavalry and the Sindh Horse, under Colonel Pattle, 
who, breaking through the enemy’s right, swept across the mla and 
le.l on their rear. Slowly they began to give way, and, disputing 
every men of ground, they were gradually driven from the field, 
leaving their camp, stores, and artillery in the hands of the victors. 
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^as reckoned at 5,000, but was probably not 
6 British nfTicers and 56 men killed, 
Officers, and 178 men wounded. 
Cookson, of the 9th Bengal Light 


Sir Charles Napier entered Hyderabad on the scth Febniarj, and 
ui the i^th of March the annexation of the whole of Sindh was 
proclaimed, and the Babich Sardars who had tendered 'heir submis¬ 
sion were deported to Bombay, 

One powerful chief, MirSher Muhammad, of Mirpor, still remained 
in arms at (he head of about 20,000 men, and posted himself at 
Dabba, about four miles from Hyderabad, where Sir Charles Napier, 
who had received reinforcements (principally Bombay troops) which 
had brought the strength of his force up to 5,000 men, attacked him 
on the 24th March. Here again the enemy were strongly posted 
behind a ndia, and the resistance which they offered was, while it 
lasted, as firm and gallant as that they bad made at Miani; but 
shaken by a raking cross-fire from the British artillery they began 
to give ground, and the advance of the infantry, led by the 22nd 
Foot and the turning of both flanks by the cavalry, speedily com¬ 
pleted their discomfiture. They gave way in utter rout and were 
pursued for many miles with much slaughter, and the conquest of 
Sindh was complete. The British loss amounted to two officers 
and 37 men killed, and 10 officers and zar men wounded, Captain 
Garrett, of the c,th Bengal Light Cavalry, being numbered amongst 


the former. 

For these successes the troops received the thanks of both Houses 
of Parliament; a medal was conferred on all ranks, inscribed with the 
names “ MeeaNF.e ’* and “HvdekaBab;” and those names, with that 
of “ SciNi/ii,” were authorised to be borne on the colours of all corps 
engaged in the two actions. 

In April* 1843* a sudden outbreak took place at Kaithel, in tne 
Kamal District. The Kaithal territories having lapsed to the British 
Government, Mr. Greathed, a civil officer, proceeded to the town 
to settle the affairs of the State, escorted by about 150 men of the 
3rd Irregular Cavalry and two companies of the 72nd Native Infantry. 
On the 9th April the escort was suddenly attacked by the people of 
the place, and compelled to retire to KamaUfter having sustained 
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heavj loss. One Native officer of the 3rd Irregular Cavalry, flcssa 
dar Sarmasl Khan) and all those of the two companies of the 72n 
{Subadars Parian Diehit and Hassan Khan, and Jemadars Hara 
Singh and Gangacharan Misser) were killed, and Lieutenant Farr 
of the 72nd was severely wounded in the conflict, A considerabl 
force had to be sent to Kaithal before order was restored. 

The death of the Maharajah of Gwalior (Sindiiia), and th 
disturbances incidental to the succession of a minor, neces 
sitated British intervention in the affairs of that Slate towards th* 
01050011843, and eventually involved the Government of India it 
the last of the wars with the M&hratta powers, It was at first expectec 
that a simple demonstration would L: sufficient to put an end to 
disturbances which had already began to affect injuriously the peace 
of British districts bordering on the Gwalior tern lories, and accord' 
ingly with that object, in the autumn of 1S43, orders were issued for 
the assembly of forces which were for the time designated the li Army 
of Exercise/’ The mere concentration of troops did not, however, 
produce the beneficial effect which had been anticipated, and even¬ 
tually, in December, under the designation of the Right and Left 
wings of the Array of Gwalior* the forces which had been assembled 
at Agra and Jhansi were moved forward to attack Gwalior, respec¬ 
tively, from the north and the south. 

The composition of the two wings of the Army of Gwalior was 
as follows ■ 

Right Uing : -Three troops of hors® artillery! loiir companies af foot aHil- 
kry; thr*e companies of sapper* j the 16 th Light Dragoons,th* Body 
Guard, thp tat, .|lh arid toth Light Cavalry, and detachments of th» 5th 
and Sth ; the 4th Irregular Cavalry ; the 59th and 40th: J’ooL the 2nd* 
t.|th p i6tb, 31st, 39th ( >ne company), 43^ 50th, 62nd and 70th Native 
Infantry, and the Regiment of Kahtf-Ghilf&i, 

LffJtWmgi Two troop* of home artillery 3 one company of foot artillery , 
onr C' mpnny of sappers j the 9th Light Dragoon* (two squadrons), th':5th 
(tu< ^adrons), 8th and nth (two squadron*) Light Cavalry; the Pth 
Irregular Cavalry: the 3rd and 5«th Foot, the 39th, 5®th, 5tstand 56th 
Native Infantry, and the Sipri Contingent* 

I he cavalry were organised in four brigades, and the infantry in 
[ three divisions of two brigades each. The ist and 2nd Brigades 
( Cavalry and the 1st Division (tst and 2nd Brigades) of Infantry 
I formed the Left Wing under Major-General Grey* The 3rd and 
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of Cavalry and the and and 3rd Divisions 0: Infantry 
ihe Right Wn.g. The 2nd and 3rd Divisions were 
commanded respectively by Major-Generals Dermis and Littler. 

The Right Wing, under the Commander-in-Chief, General Sir' 
Hugh Gough, and accompanied by the Governor-General, Lord 
Ellen borough, in person, crossed the Chambs! river on the 22nd 
and 23rd December, and reached Hingona on the 26th. Advancing 
thence on the morning of the 29th, Sir Hugh Gough found the 
Mahrattas numbering about 18,000 men, with a powerful artillery, 
drawn up in a very strongly entrenched position in front of the villages 
of Maharajpur and Chnunda, about fifteen miles 10 the north-west of 
Gwalior. The 5th Brigade (39th Foot and 56th Native Infantry), 
under the command of Brigadier Wright, was forthwith launched 
against the village of Maharajpur under cov er of the fire of two light 
field batteries, while the 3rd Brigade (40th Foot, and 2nd and mb 1 
Native Infantry) under Major-General Valiant was directed to take the 
village in reverse, both movements being supported by the 4th 
Brigade (" 1+tli, 313t and 43rd Native Infantry) under the command of 
Brigadier Stacy. After a desperate contest, often hand-to-hand, these 
troops drove the enemy from Maharajpur ; then moving on Chartnda 
the 5th Brigade, after a Severe conflict, carried that position too, 
while the 3rd and 4th Brigades, co-operating, drove the Mahrattas 
from the villages of Shikarpur and Dompura. The cavalry at the 
same time were fully employed, and a spirited charge of the 4th 
Irregular Cavalry, resulting in the capture of two guns and two stand¬ 
ards, was specially mentioned in the Commandcr-m-Chicf's de¬ 
spatch. In the end the enemy were driven from the field with heavy 
loss, Leaving in our possession fifty-six guns and the whole of 
their ammunition wagons. In this severe engagement the 16th 
and 561I1 Native Infantry were greatly distinguished and suffered 
heavily. The loss on our side was great, amounting to 106 
killed, G84 wounded, and 7 missing, making n total of 797. Major- 
General Churchill, c.B., Quarter-Master-General, Queen’s troops, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sanders, Deputy Secretary to the Government of 
India, lieutenant Leather, of the Artillery, Major Crommeiin, 
1st Light Cavalry, Lieutenant Newton, lGih Native Infantry, 
Subadar-Major Jodha Singh, Bahadur, 4th Light Cavalry, and 
Jemadar Khushial Singh, 16th Native Infantry, were numbered 
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amongst the slain, ant! 34 officers were wounded, including Major- 
Generals Valiant and Littler. One native officer, Jemadar Ajudfaia 
Sin^h, f Gth Native Infantry—died of his wounds. 

On the same day Major-General Grey, with die Left Wing of the 
Army of Gwalior, advancing from the south, gained a decisive 
victory over another Mahraua army, Having crossed the Sindh 
river at Chsndpur, that officer reached Barka-ka-Sarai on the 28th 
December, and there heard that the enemy, 12,000 strong, were 
in position at Amu* seven miles off. On the following day he 
made a long march to Paekr, about twelve miles from Gwalior, 
the Mahrattas at the same time quilting AiUri and proceeding by 
a parallel movement Until rhey reached the feriified village of 
Manger, near Paruar, where they took up a strong position on the 
heights four miles to the east of the British camp, and begin 
an attack on Genera 1 Grey's long line of baggage, Dmching^Il 
the cavalry he could spare to protect the baggage. Grey attacked 
the enemy s centre with the 3rd Buffs, the 39th Native Infantry 
and a company of sappers, who carried every position before them, 
notwithstanding a galling fire from the enemy's guns, while the 
50th Foot and awing o£ the 50thNative Infantry, supported by the 
58th Native Infantry, attacked and routed the enemy's left. After 
a conflict of two hours the Mahratt&s were driven from their position 
with heavy loss in men and also with the loss of all their guns 
(twenty-four in number) and the whole of their ammunition. The 
loss on our side amounted to 35 killed (including two officers) 
and 182 wounded (including Brigadier Yates and six other officers). 
These two victories brought the campaign to a speedy termination* 
and order was soon restored in the Gwalior territories* 

A bronze medal, made from the material of the captured guns, 
was issued to all ranks engaged in the campaign, and the several 
corps^ engaged in the battles of Mahakajpur and Pajniar were 
permitted to inscribe those names on their colours and appointments. 
Subsequently* a memorial column to those who had fallen was 
erected at Calcutta. 

At this poim it will be convenient to glance briefly at such 
interior changes and other matters of interest ol the period as have 
not already been mentioned. 

In October, 1840, three battalions ot Light Infantry were formed 
at Meerut and Cawnpore from the light companies of various 
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corps, and during the progress of the Afghan War the ist ano 2nd of | 
these battalions were mov. d up to Ferozepore and Ludhiana. 

They were composed as follow :— 

isi Li?hi Infantry Battalion -.—the light companies of the 7th, Sth, 13th, 17th, 
aiat, i'Qtli* and 41st Native Infantry* with the rifle company of the 6Blti 
Native Infantry. 

2nd Light Infantry Battalu m :—the light companies of the 14th, sand, 40 ^* 
53th, 63rd, and GCth Native Infantry, with the rifle coitipnny of the 72nd 
Native infantry* 

3rd Light Infantry SattalidfK^theftghi complies of the iflt, nth, 13th, 
24th, soth, sSlh, and 67th Native Infantry, with the rifle company of the 
Native Infantry. 



A constant fluctuation in the strength of regiments was an inevit¬ 
able result of the great demand made by the Afghan war on the 
resources of India, and the reductions consequent on its termination* 
Besides these, several more or less important additions were made to 
the Bengal Army between 1840 and 1845, first of which was the form¬ 
ation, by G.O.G.G. No* 106 of 1841. of the jlh Irregular Cavalry. 
This corps, which still exists as the 5th Bengal Cavalry, was^ raised 
at Bareilly, by Captain Wheler, of the late 2nd Light Cavalry. 
By G. G. O. No. rS of the following year the formation of a new 
. regular regiment of cavalry was directed, to replace the 2nd 
Light Cavalry, disbanded for misconduct in Afghanistan; the new 
| corps was numbered the i 1 dg but eight years afterwards it 
l received the number of the regiment whose place it was raised to 

I supply* In January, 1842 (G*G.G. No. 25) the 8th Regiment of 
Irregular Cavalry was raised at Fatehgarh, under Lieutenant %ves, 
6m Native Infantry; it is now tire 6th Bengal Cavalry. The 9th 
Irregular Cavalry was formed in February, 1844, of drafts partly from 
other corps of irregular cavalry and partly from Christies Horse, 
one of the regiments of Shah Shuja's Force. This force had been 
I disbanded by G.Q.G.G., dated the 16th June, 1842, all the 
| regiments, except the 3rd Infantry, which was retained as the 
*' Regiment of Kalat-i-Ghilzai/’ being broken up and the men disfcri- 
1 buted throughout the infantry and irregular cavalry of Bengal. In 
| 1844 (G*G,G, No. 334) two companies were added to the " Assam 
I Sebandy Corps ” formed in 1835, whie^ was now armed, clothed, 
i and equipped as light infantry and designated ri tfu; 2nd Assam 
jf Light Infantry.” Earlier in the same year was formed the 
' Gwalior Contingent, numbering 10,000 men oF all arms, in which 
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the Sipri Contingent \m incorporated Volunteers from several 
regiments joined this force, and amongst others the 31st, 43rd! mid 
70th, and the Regiment of Kalntd-Ghilzai contributed. This 
Contingent, which in a short time came to be regarded as the model 
force of India, gained in 1857 an unenviable notoriety by the 
atrocities which accompanied its mutiny. 

fhe years now under review, as well as the succeeding decade, are 
full of *signs of the deterioration of the Bengal Army, winch, as we 
have seen in the preceding chapters, had been growing since the 
early years of the century, and which was shortly to come to a head. 
Not the least among these symptoms was the behaviour of the sepoys 
of several regiments on being ordered to Sindh, The service 
was unpopular, especially because full batta did not accompany it, 
although it was, at any rate according to the notions of Hindustani 
soldiers, as much foreign service as the campaign in Afghanistan. 
1 he British officers, instead of repressing unreasoning complaints 
with a firm hand, seem In many cases to have been afraid of 
their men, and to have humoured them when they should have 
enforced the strictest discipline. Thus, when several regiments were 
ordered to Sindh, as many as 190 men in the 4th and 90 ?n the 69th 
applied for, and—Extraordinary to relate—obtained their discharge; 
the 7th Light Cavalry at first refused to march, but afterwards, having 
expressed deep contrition for their conduct, the men were pardoned; 
the matter reached a climax in the 34th Native Infantry, who obstinately 
and in the worst spirit disobeyed its orders and refused to march, 
and was for this offence disbanded and the number Struck out of the 


Army List (G.O. C. C., 20th March, 1844). The 64th at first con¬ 
tented themselves with writing objectionable anonymous letters to 
head-quarters, and was, as a punishment, ordered to Barrackpore, 
but, on hearing of the mutiny of the 34th, the commanding officer 
cf the 64th represented that his corps begged to be pardoned, and to 
be permitted to march to Sukktir iu place of the 34th; on arrival at 
that place t however, the 64th broke Into open mutiny, and inquiry 
disclosed the fact that the state of the regiment had been one of utter 
disorganisation throughout, and that its condition bad been entirely 
misrepresented by the commanding officer. That officer was 
cashiered, and the regiment was deprived of its colours until such 
time as it should have regained a sound state of discipline; 69 
men were immediately dismissed the service,, and powers were 
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vested in Sir Charles Napier to disband the corps? if necess&ry ■ 
This extreme measure, however, was rot resorted to (G.O.C.C,, 
20th and 3Gih March 1S44 ; G- G. 0 , No* 357). 



To the unsoldier-like behaviour of these regiments the conduct: 

Of the Bundelkhand Legion ms a bright contrast. This corps, on 
hearing of the mutinous refusal of the 34th Native Infantry to march 
to Sindh immediately volunteered for service there ; the ofier was 
accepted with an expression of the satisfaction of the Government 
(G, G. 0 , f No, 101 of 1844), and it was at the same time notified 
that the Legion was brought permanently on the strength of the 
Bengal Army : the corps immediately proceeded to Sindh? where it 
rendered good service and earned high praise for its conduct during 
a trying period of two years. The 6th Irregular Cavalry also volun¬ 
teered for service in Sindh? and here it may conveniently be men- 
tionecl that during the years 1844-45 the 6th and 9th Irregular operation*oir 
Cavalry were actively employed in protecting the northern frontier 
of Sindh against the incursions of the Jab ranis? Btigtis, DumUs, and 
other predatory tribes, with whom they had frequent engagements; 
on one occasion, at Uch, on the 15 th January? 1843, Captain Salter, 
with 390 men of these two regiments, surprised and routed nearly 
double that number of Jak ranis and Bugtis, killing x great 
many, including two prominent chiefs, and recapturing several 
thousand cattle and other plunder that they were carry ing off. In the 
earlv part of 1845, the and Bengal European Regiment, the Bundel- 
khand Legion, and detachments of the 4th, 64th, and 69th Native 
Infantry took cm active share in the campaign against these tribe's, 
and iu the reduction (g?h March* 1845) of their almost inaccessible 
stronghold ot Trakki; their conduct earned the high commendation 
of Sir Charles Napier himself, who now, in recognition o! the good 
conduct and excellent services of the regiment, directed the 
restoration to the 64th Native Infantry of the colours they had 
forfeited a year before. 


The Sindh mutinies were by no means isolated instances o£ 
insubordination and bad feeling; reference to the General Orders 
of the Commanderrin-Chief shows that, the number of courts-mari-ial 
in the Native army had trebled in the last twenty years, and 
were steadily on the increase. It is not to be wondered at then that 
the Govern or-General (Sir Henry Hardinge) arrived at the conclusion 
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that this unsatisfactory state of things was in a great measure the 
result of Lord William Bentinck’s abolition of flogging; accordingly, 
after long deliberation, he issued (1S45) a minute repealing Lord 
William Bcntinck’s order, 

The most important change in the equipment of Native infantry at 
this time was the gradual introduction of muzzle-loading ** Brunswick ” 
rifles, the first to receive them being one company in each of the 
light infantry regiments (including the 42nd and 43rd)* while 
two years later the whole of the Nasseii and Simioor Battalions were 
so armed, as well as one company cadi in five more regiments of the 
line (including the 31st and 65th). Less important, though far from 
trivial, changes were the substitution of canvas havresacks for the old 
unwieldy knapsack (G,O.C. 0^ 22nd March, 1844), and the intro¬ 
duction (i2th January, 1844) of a forage cap for general duties. 
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Chapter VII.—( 1845 - 1857 .) 

I-Iiatory of ImUa (Mntthman )-Political nrM Mifftsry £■ents Csritcf Major Georgo 

Bread loot {Ji f . Broatfwt)— KiStory of the Sikhs {OraninfAaiir)--' Medal* ti£ [hr British 
Arm> Punjab Campaifitt* l&xi-w fUtfetel)—Year in (he Punlah (KditwSrrf*)— 

Decisive Baltics of India (tfdjfati*}- Second Burmese War (tariff)—Trat I on the 
Bengal Army pare*)—The Sonthal Field lore* (d.tfeiaJJ— Expeditions on the Korth+Wcit 
Frontier fP<tf el end Mdtetifr-G. G. O, and G. 0- C. C. 

The close of the year 1845 found the Govetnment of India in¬ 
volved in a sangiifioary contest with the Sikhs* Ranjit Singhs the 
founder of the Sikh dominion, had been on terms of friendship 
and alliance with the Government of India since the year 1809* 
He died in June, 1839, and after the death of his son and successor 
on the 5th November, 1840, and on the same day, of his grandson, 
the competition for the vacant throne* and the struggle of successive 
candidates for power resulted, after a series of ruthless assassina¬ 
tions, in the Khaha Army becoming the real master of the state, and 
in the whole of the Punjab being plunged into what has been well 
described as a condition of “ widely-spread, frantic, and sanguinary 
anarchy.” Under such circumstances the Lahore Government, 
uliable to control the Army and dreading its power, perceived that 
their only hope lay in its destruction, and in this view secretly 
encouraged it in its desire for a contest with the English, hoping 
and expecting that the conflict would terminate in its overthrow and 
dispeision* Not much encouragement was indeed, needed, and on 
the t ith December, 1S45, in defiance of existing treaties, a portion of 
the Sikh Army headed (unwillingly, it is said) by Sirdar Lai Singh 
(the Wazir) and Sirdar Tej Singh, crossed the Sutlej, and took up a 
position within a few miles of Ferozepore. 

A hostile inroad of this nature had been threatening for some 
years, and especially during the summer and autumn of 1845, and 
the event consequently did not End the Government of India un¬ 
prepared, It was, indeed, a fortunate circumstance that changes 
in the disposition of the Army on our North-Western Frontier, 
adopted partly for sanitary reasons and partly as a reply to the 
menace from beyond the Sutlej, had resulted during the preceding 
three years in a considerable increase to the forces in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the locality in which they w r ere now most needed, and 
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where they now proved sufficient to stem the first torrent of 
invasion. In addition to the old military post at Ludhiana which 
had been considerably reinforced, a permanent cantonment, with 
a large garrison, had been established at Ferozepore. On the aban¬ 
donment of Karim), on account of excessive uohealthiness, Umballa 
had been adopted as a military station of the first class, with a 
garrison of one regiment of British dragoons, one of Native regular 
cavalry, one of irregular cavalry, one of British infantry and three of 
Native mtantry, besides artillery. And a regiment of British infan¬ 
try had been stationed aL Xasauli and another at Sabathu the 
battalion of Gurkhas displaced from Sabathu being removed to 
Jutogh, near Simla.—(G.O.G.G., iyth November, 1S42), 

The British forces in the upper, provinces were quickly put in 
motion to resist the Sikh invasion. Those on the north-west 
■ frontier were first assembled, and under the designation of die 
“ Army of the Sutlej " were arranged (G. 0 , C. C., ijth December, 
1845) in the manner following, the whole being under the command 
of General Sir Hugh Gough, the Cornmander-in-Chief, who was 
accompanied into the field by the Governor-General, Lieutenant- 
General Sir Henry Har dingo:— 

Artim.eky i-Under Brigadier G. Rrooltc,-seven traops of Horse and seven 
compands of Artillery* 

Engineers T he Corps of Sappers ami M^nera* 

Cavalry : — Under Brigadier D, Harriott—* 

i St Brigade H, M/s 3rd Light Dragoons, the 3th Light Cav.alrv 
and the 9tfo Irregular Cavalry, 

2nd Brigade— The Body-Guard, the 5 th Light Cavalry, and the 8th 
irregular Cava fry, 

3 rd 4th Light Cavalry, aqd the 2nd and 3rd Irregular 


Infantry 


,H 1 — Under Major-General Sir H. G. Smith, k.c.b.- 

ist BrigOii, Foot, and the 24th anti 47th Native 

2 nd tidn.fe-h Mt, 50th Toot, and the 42nd and 4 Sth Native 

2n > Bivisim Under Major-Genera] W- R* Gilbert*-^ 

$rd M/s 2 c,th Fmt t and the 41st and 45th Native 

4th Brig ad*— 1 $^^ u Light Infantry, and the 2nd and 1 6 th 

3 rd BM&m Lfndfir Major-General Sir J. M'CwfcUL y,r,n.— 

5 th Brigade —*^ Foot ' and s&th and 73rd Native 

6 th Brigadc-H M.V Soth Foot, and the nth, 27th, and fhrd 
Wati/e Infantry* 
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dth Division ‘.—Under Ma jjo^Generai Sir J. LiUler, 

7th Brigade—H. M,*s 62 nd Foot, a ad the lath and > 4 lh Native 
Infantry. 

8 ih Brigade— The 33rd, 44th, and 54th Native Infantry. 

Of these troops a small garrison was left at Ludhiana* and the 
Umballa column marched as lightly equipped as possible to relieve 
Sir John Littleris division of 7,000 men, which was threatened at 

Ferozepore* . 

The strength of the Sikh forces has been variously stated ; the 

majority of the estimates made at the time are supposed now to 
have been exaggerated, and their total strength was probably not 
much above 40,000. 

The Umballa Division and the troops from Ludhiana (which 
had united at Bassian) arrived on the 18th December at Mudki, 
eighteen miles from Ferozepore, after a long and fatiguing march, but 
they were scarcely encamped when intelligence was received that 
the Sikhs were advancing. Sir Hugh Gough immediately pushed 
forward to meet the enemy, and two miles from Mudki found 
them in position, in considerable strength and with forty pieces 
of cannon. 

The battle commenced with heavy artillery fire on both sides, 
daring which the British infantry advanced in echelon of brigades 
and deployed ; the enemy's fire told severely on them in this forma¬ 
tion, and to effect a diversion the $rd Lis:ht Dragoons, the Body- 
Guard. the 5th Light Cavalry, and part of the 4th Light Cavalry 
(Lancers) were directed to make a movement on the enemy's left: 
this was effected with great gallantry, and, turning the left flank of 
the Sikh army, these regiments swept along the rear of the enemy's 
infantry and guns, silenced the tatter for a time, and put the whole of 
the hostile cavalry to flight* At the same trine the remainder of the 
4th and ihe 9th Irregular Cavalry assailed the Sikh right with success, 
and our infantry, advancing in echelon of lines, drove the Sikhs, who 
resisted gallantly, from one position to another at the point of the 
bayonet, until night put an end to the conflict. The Sikhs do not 
appear to have suffered very severely in men, but they lost seventeen 
out of their forty guns, and were obliged to fall back on their main 
army in the entrenched camp which they had formed at Ferozeshahr, 
Our losses amounted to 215 killed (including 12 officers) and 657 j 
wounded (including 44 officers). Among the former were Major- . 
General Sir John M* Cask ill, Captain Trower of the Artillery J 
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Lieutenant Fisher of the Body-Guard, Lieutenant } Hamilton, 24th 
Native Infantry, and Lieutenant Spence, 42nd Native Light Infantry, 
Major-General Sir R. H. Sale, Brigadier Bolton, Lieutenant Munro, 
Aide-de-Camp to the Governor~Genera 1 , Captain Van Homngh, 48th 
Native Infantry, serving on the Staff, and Captain Dashwood and 
Lieutenant Pollock of the Artillery, diedfof their wounds within a lew 
days of the battle. Among the Native officers Jemadar Alar Singh, 
16th Native Infantry, and Subadar Siu-din Tuvan, 48th Native 
Infantry, were killed. 

On the 19th December Sir Hugh Gough was reinforced by the 
errival of the 29th Foot, the 1st Bengal European Light Infantry, the 
1 ith and 41st Native Infantry, two companies of foot artillery, und 
some heavy guns, and on the am, leaving the two native regiments 
to guard the wounded, he marched from, Mmlki for the purpose of 
attacking the Sikhs at Feroseshahr * After a fatiguing march of six¬ 
teen miles he was joined, as had previously been concerted, at Misri- 
wala, about four miles from Ferozeshahr, by the Fourth Division, under 
Major-General Sir John Littler, from Ferozepore, and at 3 r.M, the 
united forces, amounting to 16700 men, with 69'guus, moved forward 
to assail the enemy (numbering,/ according to their own estimate, 
47,000 men, with 88 guns) in the formidable position in which they had 
entrenched them selves. 


In the arrangements for the attack, which was delivered on the 
western, and to some extent on the southern face of the entrenchment', 
the Second Division (Gilbert’s) was placed on the right, the Third 
(now commanded by Brigadier Wallace) in the centre, and the Fourth 
(Littler’s) on the left,—while the First Division (Smith’s) was kept in 
reserve. The attack of the Fourth Division was entirely under the 
direction nf Sir John Lir.ler: the remaining three divisions (less die 
6th Brigade, of which only one regiment—the 8oth Foot—was present 
in the Geld, temporarily tuiached :o the 3rd Brigade in place of the 
41st Native Infantry, left a! Mudki) were divided into two wings, of 
which the Commander-m-Chief in person directed the right, 'Vhiie 
Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Hardinge (who had volunteered Ids 
services as Sec ond- in- Co m man cl) superintended the left. The Fourth 
Division commenced the attack, and the “ Chance of War," as Sir Hugh 


•This battle has been variously styled that of *< Ferozeshah, ” “ heron- 
shohur, <* Fitmeshihar," and Pheeroishufnir.’' The simple unadorned name of 
the village round which it was iought its Phent.^P. m 
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:t, “placed it in opposition to the strongest part 
of the enemy's entrenched position'' : it advanced under a terrific fire 
f of grape anti canister to within 150 yards of the enemy’s 
I batteries, and the leading brigade sustained heavy losses ; not¬ 
withstanding this it did not desist from its efforts to carry de¬ 
position, until Colonel Reed, the Brigadier in command, perceiving 
that it could not get forward and "was exposed to a most 
destructive, fire without any object, ” directed it to retire, which it 
| did in almost as good order, allowing for the losses it had snS- 
! tained, as that in which it had advanced, The Division, with greatly 
1 reduced numbers, was thus withdrawn out of fire, and was not 
again brought into action * In the meantime the Second and Third 
Divisions had advanced and, tinder a storm of shot and shell, 
"with matchless gallantry" carried the batteries opposed to them 
at the point of the bayonet, but the enemy were only driven as far 
as their camp in the immediate rear, from which they kept up a 
galling -musketry fire. By this time the First Division, hitherto in 
reserve, had also come into action, and carrying the opposing guns 
it penetrated deep into the enemy's camp and captured the village 
ot Ferozeshahr, which it held for several hours, while the 3rd Light 
Dragoons made a magnificent charge, capturing some of the most 
formidable batteries, sabreing the gunners, and driving the enemy to 
ihe hullicr eml of ihe entrenchment. But night had now set in* and 
in the darkness terrible confusion arose; regiments and brigades 
became intermixed and were unable in the gloom to cnti.ely recover 
their formation, whilethe enemy, still in possession of a large portion 
of the entrenchment, kept up a devastating fire. Under these cir¬ 
cumstances a partial retirement became necessary before midnight; the 
hard-won ground was abandoned, and the exhausted troops, retiring 
to the south and south-west of the entrenchment^ bivouacked f or the 



* The repulse of the Fourth Division On this occasion was at the time and lone 
•afterwards attributed to the misconduct of the troops and especially of the leading 
regiment. the 6iad Foot; and one author (Trotter ,-History o/ the 
in /nrffo. VoW„ page 53) E«s to the length of assert, eg that 
followed by tho Native regiments on either flank, wavered, turned, and lied in utter 
naric towards the lea-.’’ This assertion is apparently based on a statement which 
a d I cared in Sir John Lit tier’s report, which was made in error and afterward. 

withdr awn it is entirely without any justification in truth. The conduct o( the 

iw Wo at the time, and .air Hugh Cough, in a 
Order, showed how entirely uncalled for were the aspersion, which had b«" cast 
upon it. (ice G. O, C. L., dated Camp Nihalki. the 23th January, i,, t 0.)— P. 
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remainder of the night, and endeavoured to snatch a little repose. 
But there was little repose for them; for, perished with cold and 1 
thirst and almost starving, they were still diroughoul the night exposed 
to a harassing and incessant fire whenever the moonlight or their own 
fires disclosed their whereabouts to the enemy* But no hardship 
could quell the indomitable spirit of the British soldiers; exhausted 
as they ware, when morning dawned they were ready to complete tin 
work begun the day before, and a general advance at daybreak, cm the 
22nd f carried the enemy's camp, forced them from tiie village of 
Ferozeshahr, and drove them from the field. The dangers of the i 
day did not, however, etui here ; Tej Singh, with the force which had j 
menaced Ferozepore,’appeared on the field at noon and threatened 
to overwhelm the exhausted British Army, which, without ammunition 
and weakened by fatigue and want of food, was now in a critical 
position. However, a bold front was shown by the English General, ■ 
and, after an unsuccessful attempt on the position of Ferozeshahr, now , 
occupied by the latter, Tej Singh withdrew, and the Sikhs, defeated i 



but not demoralised , retired across the Sutlej, weakened by the loss 
of seventy-three pieces of artillery* 

The conduct of the sepoy regiments in this battle has several 
times been criticised severely, but it is only fair to them to remember 
that the British Army was exhausted by fatigue and by long fasting 
and want of water; that under such circumstances the sepoy col¬ 
lapses much sooner than the British soldier ; and that the sepoys 
fully retrieved their reputation when fighting under more favourable 
conditions at Sobraon, The loss of the Sikhs at Ferozeshahr is un¬ 
known, but it is probable that the killed alone amounted to two thou- 
sand ; that of the British was 39 British and 17 Native officers, and 
664 men killed; 82 British officers, 19 Native officers, and 1,677 men j 
wounded, and 379 men missing,—making a total of 2,877 * 

Among the officers killed were Brigadier Wallace, Captains 
Hoie (officiating Deputy Secretary to*the Government of India, Mili¬ 
tary Department; and Burnett (Brigade-Major), serving on the stnff ; 
Captain 1 odd and Lieutenant Lambert, Bengal Artillery; Captain 
Box and Ensign Moxon, 1st European Light Infantry; Ensign 
Armstrong, and Native Infantry; Major Hull, 16th Native Infantry; 


♦Thi"; B fotif less than the number tfiven in tbs revised ofticiat return, but that 
rftyru erroneously Include lour officers who had been wounded, not at Fero;:c* 
Jtahr* but At Muriki.—P 
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Major Griffin, 24th Native Infantry ; Lieutenants Croly and Eat we It, 
26U1 Native (Light) Infantry; Lieutenant Wollen, 42nd Native 
(Light) Infantry, and Captain Hunter, 73rd Native Infantry, Amongst 
the slain were a Isa numbered two distinguished political officers,— 
Major Broad foot, 34th Madras Native infantry, whose prominent 
services in the glorious defence of Jalalabad have already been men¬ 
tioned, and Captain Nicolson of the 28th Bengal Native Infantry, 
Captain Egerton, of the staff, Captain Kendall, 1st European Light 
Infantry, Captain Bolton, 2nd Native Infantry, and Litutenant-Colonel 
Brtice, Captain- Holmes, and Lieutenant Fullocli, 12 th Native Infantry, 
died of their wounds. 


The native officers killed at the battle of Fermeshahr were Jema¬ 
dars Hag hunalh add Bihari Singh, of, the Artillery; Risaldar Mir 
Waair Ali and Jemadar Fir Khan, gth Irregular Cavalry; 
Subadar Shaikh Madar Bakhsh, 2nd Native Infantry; Subadar 
B ha ward! a l Pande, nth Native Infantry; Subadar-Major Umed 
Singh, 14th Native Infantry; Subadars Ramgulam Singh and Shaikh 
Rafab and Jemadars Sukhlai Singh und^Mansaram Bajpae, 24th 
Native Infantry; Subadar Ganesh Ratak* 33^ Native Infantry; 
Jemadars Rustam Famk and Din Singh, 4«nd Native Infantry; 
Subadafs Fakira Khan and Siu-Ial Singh, 45th Native Infantry; 
Subadar Shaikh Khtida Bakhsh, 48th Native Infantry ; and Subadar 
Shaikh Kadir Bakhato, 73rd Native Infantry. Jemadar Ghulam Rasul 
Khan, 3rd Irregular Cavairy; Jemadar jurakan Sukal, 2nd Native 
Infantry; Subadar Fateh Singh, 26th Native Irifentry; Subadar 
Tfanuman Tiwari, 45th Native Infantry; and jemadar Bhawanidin 
SingK 48th Native Infantry, died of their wounds. 


Having driven the Sikhs across the Sutlej, Sir Hugh Gough 
advanced to Anf, and on the 27th December pushed a reconnais¬ 
sance to the left bank of the river,' when the enemy were found to 
have established themselves in great force on the opposite bank, jn 
advance of the village of Sobraon. Having placed the First Division 
in a position to watch the Sikhs, with the rest of the troops at hand 
read ■ to support Sir Harry Smith in case of necessity, the Corn- 
man der-in-C Lief deferred further action until the arrival of reinforce- 
merits in men, artillery, ammunition,and stores, which were now 
on the way to join him. The f^rival of some of these reinforce¬ 
ments and the approach of the rest nexus stated a re-arrangement 


I 



Rc-jj it* ^3 sat Ion 
of the Army of 
the Suitej* 


1046. 







Tht Stndb 
Field Ponce, 
iMi 



of the forces, and on the ist January, 1846, the Army of the Smkj 


was re-organized as follows;— 

Artillkry ;— Under Brigadier G* E. Cowan, c,«*-Eleven troops of horse 
artillery, and eight rompaaiftati foot srtUfefy, with four light field batter tea 
and an Nephant battery. 

Encinkers t — Under Lieutenant-Colonel E* jf. Smith, e*B.—-The Corps 'if 
Sappers and Miners. 

Cavalry Under Major-General Sir J. L hack well, k.c.r,—- 
isf Brigade—T he 3rd Light Dragoon*, the .ftb and 5th Light Cavalry, 
and the 9th Irregular Cavalry, 

2nd Brigade — The cth Light Dragoons (Lancers), the nth Light Cavalry, 
and the 2nd inn ^th Irregular Cavalry, 

3rd Brigade —-Thti i< 5 th Light Dragoons (Lancer®), the Governor’Genc- 
raFs Body Guard, the 3rd Light Cavalry, and the 4th I'rrcguia; 
Cavalry* 

4th firigarU—Ihe 1 st and Sth Light Cavalry, and the 3rd Irregular 
Cavalry, 

First Infantry Division ‘-—Under Major-General Sir H> G* Smith, k,c.b,« 
tsi Brigade— The 31&! Foot, and the 34th and 47th Native Infantry, 

■2nd Brigade - — Th» <jdth Foot, and the42nd and 48th Native Infantry, 

Srcond TkkanTRY Division j— U nder Major General [W. R, Gilbert— 

3 rd Brigade —The 29th Foot, and the 41st and 45th Native Infantry, 

4ih Brigadt^Th* ist European Light Infantry, and the 2nd and 16th 
Native Infantry, 

7 ht*d Inyantry Divssion Under Major-General Sr K. H, Dick, 

§ih Hrigadt—Thto 3th Foot, and the 26th anti 73rd Native Iniant y. 

6ih Brigade — The Both Foot, and the nth and 33rd Native Infantry,* 

?£k Brigack^-Thc loth Foot, and the 43rd and 59th Native Infantry. 

Fourth Infantry Division t—Under Major-General Sirj. H* Littler* 

t£,C.B. —> 

Bih Brig ad *— The 6?nd Foot, and the 12th and 14th Native Infantry* 

$th Bri?ade-— 1 h* 27th, 44th and 54th Native Infantry, 
flFTH Imfantrv Division Under Major-General Sir John Gr^ is .<3.13,— 
tofh Brigade — The 33rd Foot, anti the 30th and £$fch Native Infantry 

nth jirijWtf^The 6th, 9th and 38th Native Infantry* 

13 th Brigade — T he 55th and 63rd Native Infantry, the Nasgcri Battalion 
and the Sirnuwr Battalion* 

About the same time, as there appeared to be considerable proba¬ 
bility of the war being prolonged, and, in that event, of the strain 
imposed upon the force on the north-west frontier being greater 
than it could endure, it was decided that a force should be de¬ 
spatched from Sindh to advance again?! the Sikhs from the south, and 
either assail Mooltan or join the main army under Sir Hugh 
Gough, as might be found most expedient* For this purpose, 
accordingly, about the middle of January, the following force was 
, organized under the command of Major-General Sir C* j* Napier, 
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with Major-General G. Hunter, of ilie Bengal Army, as Second-in- 
Command, and designated the “Sindh Field Force — 

ARmLBRV:-Under Brijadisr F, Schuisr—Three troops^ of horse artillery 
(two of Bengal, and mi* of Bombay); four commutes of font artillery 
with light field batteries attached (two ul Bengal .md twp oi Bombay), 
Cavalry:—U nder Biitf&dier J, lb Hearty—'The fitta and yth Bengasi Light 
C&valiy, and the Sindh Irregular Hors*-'. 

ItfrAWTRYi— _ , i . i i 

tsiBrigQ(le—*TbQ and Bengal European R«jitneiit, and the 4U1 and 15th 
Bengal Native Snlaatry- 

2 nd £rigmdt~tb* 17th Boot, and the 7th and tatH Bombay Native In* 

3rd Br^Ide—Tht 86th Foot, and the 13th And tStb Bombay Native Infantry. 
4fkBiigadi — The 4th and 17th Bombay Native htknlry, and the Baluch 
Battalion. 

This force begat, marching northwards towards the end of 


January, 1S46, but the movement, though pushed on with great 
vigour, came too ]ate, as it had not even reached MUankot, at the 
confluence of the Indus and the Panjnad, when the crowning victory 
of Sobraon and the occupation of Lahore put an end to the war* 

In this place may appropriately he mentioned an incident highly 
creditable to the 4th Native Infantry, A small detachment of this 
regiment (26 men) under the command of Subariar Najju Khan, 
was employed in escorting a party of invalids proceeding by boat, 
from Sindh to Ferozepoie. At Milankot, on the 1st January, they 
were attacked by a large body of Sikhs> but undeterred by the 
odds against them and aided to some extent by the invalids, they 
boldly met the enemy and repulsed them after a,sharp engagement, 
but with the loss of the brave Subadar and two. men killed and 
several wounded and taken prisoners* The gallantry of the detach¬ 
ment was specially eulogised in General Orders. 

On the 12th of January, Sir Hugh Gough made a slight move* i 
ment in advance, and occupied a position from Ilari-ki-pattan on 
the right to Fcrowpore on tie left, but, in the meantime, while he 
was still waiting for the heavy guns then on their way to join him, 
and without which he could not undertake offensive operations, the 
Sikhs re-crossed the Sutlej in large numbers,, and began construct. 
\ng an entrenchment in the neighbourhood of Chota Sobraon, on the 
left bank, which was connected by the existing bridge-of-boats with 
their camp on the right bank. Beyond a slight cannonading when 
they first re-appeared on the left bank, they were not molested, the 
advantage of allowing them to take up a position with a wide river 
m iheir rear beng apparent; and so their earth-works grew daily. | 
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About the middle of January the neighbourhood of Ludhiana, 
higher up the Sutlej, became the scene of important events. The 
Sikhs had been making several raids and excursions across the river 
in that vicinity, principally for the purpose of collecting supplies, a 
quantity of which they had stored in lire fort of Dharamkot, Sir 
Harry Smith was despatched against this place with the ist Brigade 
on the 18th January, and easily reduced it T bui while he was yet 
m rout* intelligence was received that Sardar Ranjur Singh Maji- 
thia had crossed the river with a large force of all arms, and was 
threatening not only Ludhiana but our line of communications at 
Bassian* and the siege train then moving up from Delhi. Her 
.vlajesty s 16th Lancers, the 3rd Light Cavalry, the 4th Irregular 
Cavalry, and two troops of horse artillery were immediately sent off 
to reinforce Sir Harry Smith, and joined him at jagraon on the 
-soth, a her two forced inarches, and here, too, he was joined by the 
33rd Foot, cn route from Delhi, On the morning of the 21st Sir 
Harry marched from Jagraon towards Ludhiana, but rouft he 
was attacked at BadowaJ by Ranjur Singh, who marched in a iiru. 
paralfd to him anti furiously cannonaded the British force. Owing 
io the great numerical superiority of the enemy, and the pressing 
need for the Immediate relief of Ludhiana, it was Sir Harry's object 
to avoid an engagement at that lime; he ^therefore continued hte 
march, and conducting his retirement with skill and steadiness, suc¬ 
ceeded in extricating his force, though he suffered heavy loss, and 
was unable to prevent a large portion of his baggage falling into 
die hands of the Sikhs, The force reached Ludhiana in the aher- 
noern, having sustained a Joss of 69 killed (including Captain 
Campbell, 14th Foot, acting aide-de-camp to Sir Harry Smith, and 
Li. mtenant Rideout, 471I1 Native infantry) and 65 wounded, be¬ 
sides an officer and several men taken prisoners. The extraordinary 
disproportion between die numbers killed tfiid wounded wat due 
10 the facl ih * 1 ft* Sikhs cruelly put to the sword all the wounded 
lhat could not be carried oil by the miring force. 

At Ludhiana Sir Harry Smith was joined by the troops at that 
place under the command of Brigadier Godby,—the 1st Light 
Cavalry* the 30th and 361 h Native Infantry, and the Nasseri and 
Sirmoor Battalions. Thus reinforced. Sir Harry Smith moved out 
against Ran jur Singh on the 23rd, but the Sikh Sardar precipitately 
abandoned his posh,on ju Badowal, and moved down to Talwandi, 
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mi iHe■ "river, thus enabling Sir Harry to effect a junction with Bri¬ 
gadier Wheeler, who had been despatched by Six Hugh Gough to 
reinforce him with the 2nd Brigade (less the 42nd Native Infantry, 
left at heal-quart eta) and some more cavalry: these troops joined 
on the 26th, previous to which Sir Harry had been joined also by 
the SheklraVati Brigade— : horSc, foot, and artillery* 

On the 27th Ranjnr Sitigh received a Reinforcement of 4,000 men 
and twelve guns, which raised his army to a strength of about 
iH,Opo men, with sixty-seven guns. This emboldened him to ad- 
ance, and on the 28th he began a movement towards Jagraon. On 
the same day, however, Sir Harry Smith marched out to attack him, and 
early in the forenoon came upon him just as he had begun to move. 
The Sikhs immediately faced their assailants, taking up a posi¬ 
tion close to the left batik of the Sutlej, with the village of Rundri 
on their right, that of Aliwal on their left, and the river in rheir rear. 
The British, almost without checking their march, formed In order 
of battle and advanced in line,—‘Hick’s (the rst) brigade on the 
right, Wheeler's (the 2nd) in the centre, and Wilson's (the 53rd Foot 
and the 30th Native Infantry) on the left, with a brigade of cavalry 
on either dank, and Godby's brigade (the 36th Native Infantry 
mti the Nasseri Battalion) and the Shekhawari Infantry in direct 
echefan to the rear of the right and of tlye left ef the line respec¬ 
tively, At ter? o'clock the battle began with a furious cannonade 
from the Sikh guns, in the midst of which the i ritish line advanced 
with steady gallantry. During a momentary lmlt Sr Harry Smith 
perceived that by the capture of the village of Alkv &1 he could 
operate with telling effect 011 the enemy's left and centre t he there¬ 
fore brought up Godby's brigade to the right, and these troops 
and the 1st Brigade (the jtst Foot and the 24th and 47th Native 
Iiifantxy), covered by the fire of a light field battery, carried the 
place with a rush. Almost at the same moment the cavalry on the 
‘ right (the Body Guard, the 1st Light Cavalry, and the Shekhawati 
Cavalry) under Brigadier Cure ton, charged the horse on the enemy's 
left and drove it back on the infantry, and when, a little later, 
Godby's brigade took the Sikh camp in reverse and drove the enemy 
through and out of it, the discomfiture of that part of the hostile 
force was complete. Simultaneously with these movements Briga¬ 
dier Wheeler, with the 2nd Brigade (the 50th Foot, the 48th Native 
Infantry, and the Sirmoor Battalion) advanced on the Sikh centre 
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under a murderous fire, drove it back and captured all the opposing 
guns, sustaining, however, severe loss in the conflict ; and ai the 
same time Brigadier Wilson with his brigade and Brigadier 
M'Dowefl, with his brigade of cavalry (the 16th Lancers and the 
3rd Light Cavalry) assailed the enemy's right. Here were posted 
the flower of the Sikh army, the battalions disciplined by General 
Aviiabiie, and the resistance was obstinate, the Sikhs, now driven 
back on their left and centre, holding on tenaciously to Bundri, so 
as to cover the passage of the riven Bui soon two of these disci¬ 
plined battalions, formed in square, were crumpled up and almos' 
destroyed by daring charges of squadrons of the 16th Lancers led 
by Captain Bereand Major Smyth ; Bundri was carried at the point 
of the bayonet by the 53rd Foot, while the 30th Native Infantry 
charged and routed another body of the Avtubile troops. The 
British forces now closed in omhe Sikh right and soon the enemy, 
routed and broken and mowed down by the deadly Are of our artil¬ 
lery, was in headlong flight towards the river, over which he was 
driven with terrible carnage and with the loss of all his guns, of which 
eleven were sunk in the river and fifty-six remained incur possession. 
Ifi this well-fought action the Sikhs lost by their own account over 
three thousand mep. Our own losses amounted to 151 (including 
four officers) killed, 413 (including 25 officers) wounded, and 25 
missing,—509 in all Among the killed was Lieutenant Smalpage, 
of the 4th Irregular Cavalry; and Cornet Farquhar, 1st Light Cavalry, 
died of his wounds. Amongst the Native officers Jemadars Me hr wan 
Singh and Mustafa Khan, 3rd Light Cavalry, and Sub&dar Mehrwan 
Singh, 48th Native Infantry, were killed. 


£&&«!£?£ in 
the Anftv of 
ikt Sulky 


1 he proximate consequence of this victory vvas the evacuation by 
the Sikhs of all their posts on the left bank of the Sutlej except that 
which ihey had established and strengthened with so much care 
and iiboiir in the vicinity of Chota Sobraon, and their expulsion 
from which was the next operation to be undertaken; but Sir Hugh 
Gough was still unable to make any movement towards the accom¬ 
plishment of that object until the siege train and the reserve 
ammunition had arrived from the rear, and the troops detached under 
the command oi Sir Harry Smith had rejoined. Fending lh±<z 
events a further re-organization of the infantry of the Army of the Sutlej 
was carried out in the early days of February, which affected every 
brigade except the Eighth. The Tenth and Twelfth Brigades were 
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The 10th of February was fixed upon as the day for the 
assault of the Sikh entrenchments, aid at daybreak on the morn¬ 
ing of that day, under cover of a heavy mist, our troopbaud batteries 
were silently moved into the positions assigned to them in 'he plan 
of attack, The troops engaged on this memorable occasion lum¬ 
bered rather more than i6,oqq of alt arms, and consisted of n 
troops of horse artillery, ten companies of foot artillery (with 4b 
heavy guns, mortar?, and howitzers), six companies of sappers 
and miners, three regiments of British <ind six and-a-hrrif of Native 
cavalry (including the Body-Guard, a wing of the 2nd Irregular 
Cavalry and the 8th Irregular Cavalry), and nine battalions of British 
and twelve oF Native infantry (including the 33rd, 4?nd, 43rd, 47th, 
59 th, and 63rd Native Infantry and the Nasser! and Sirmoor Battalions), 
most of them rather weak in numbers owing to losses in previous 
engagements. As the sun rose the heavy mist disappeared, revealing 
the opposing forces to each other, and in a mum cut the engagement 
was opened with a single shell from the 2nd Troop, 2nd Brigade, 
Bengal Horse Artillery (now the 52nd Field Rmtery, Royal Artillery), 
which thus had the honour 'of beginning the battle of Sobraon. 
Presently the other batteries took j up the Jare, and by half past six 
o'clock it was fully developed; the Sikhs were not slow' in respond¬ 
ing, and soon u the thunder of one hundred and twenty pieces of 
ordnance reverberated, in mighty combat through the valley of the 
Sutlej/' For more than two hours a heavy and well-directed bom¬ 
bardment was maintained, under which the enemy, sheltered as he 
was behind earthworks, suffered most severely; but the rapid firing 
exhausted the ammunition of the heavy guns sooner than had been 
anticipated, and before a sufficient impression had been made on 
the enemy's defences it became necessary to plunge the infantry 
into the conflict and carry the position at the point of the bayonet. 
Accordingly, at nine o'clock the Third (Dick's) Division, forming the 
left of the British Army, moved forward to the assault of the right of 
the entrenchment. Advancing steadily in line, the Division suffered 
severely from the enemy’s murderous fire, under which Sir Robed 
Dick himself (an old and tried veteran of the Calabrian, Egyptian, 
Peninsular, ami Waterloo campaigns) fell mortally wounded ; * but 
soon perseveiing gallantly- triumphed/* and the leading brigade,— 
the Seventh,—comprising the 10th and 53rd Foot and the 43rd and 
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5yth Native Infantry, and commanded by Brigadier Stacy, forced its 
way Into the entrenchment without firing a shot, ciosely followed 
by the Sixth (Wilkinson's) Brigade (the Both Foot find the 33rd 
and 63rd Native Infantry), and well supported by the Fifth (Ashbnrn- 
harri’s) Brigade, the (oth and band Foot and the 26tit Native 
Infantry), But presently it became apparent that the weight of the 
whole Sfklt army -would be thrown upon the brigades of Staley 
and Wilkinson if some diversion were not effected, and to relieve 
the pressure on these' the Second (Gilbert's) and the First (Smith’s) 
Divisions were onjpred to advance and assail the centre and left of 
the Sikh entrenchments. After a prolonged and deaerate conflict, 
involving more than one repulse, these divisions also made good 
their tooting within the defences, and then lor a long hour a fierce, 
and sanguinary struggle raged within the entrenchments; but 
gradually the Sikhs were forced back and out of their position to 'he 
river, where the bridge-of-boats giving way under the shut of our 
artillery and the pressure of the flying multitude, hundreds were 
drowned in trying to effect a passage, and hundreds more^ were de¬ 
stroyed by the fire of the horse artillery, which followed them up to 
the very margifl of the stream- By noon the-battle was over and the 
victory'complete; the Sikh army, routed and hurled headlong over 
the Sutlej, having Ipst.nearly fine-third of their numbers in the 
conflict, while sixty -seven of their guns remained in the hands of 
the victors. Ouj own losses, too, were heavy, amounting to 321 
killed and 2 ,064- -wounded of. whom 13 of the killed and toz 
of the wounded were. British officers,; among the former were 
Lieutenants Htty, of the ;oth; and Rawson of the 63rd Native Infantry, 
both serving on the staff; Lieutenant Faithful!, Horse Artillery; 
Captain Shuitleworth and Ensign Hamilton, 1st European Light 
Infantry; Lieutenant Playfair, 33rd Native Infantry; and Captain 
Fisher, Sirmoor Battalion ; and Brigadier McLaren, Lieutenant Lam¬ 
bert and Ensign Davidson, 1st European Ugh*. Infantry, Lieutenant . 
Bcatson, 14th Native Infantry (attached to the 1 si European Light 
Infantry), and Ensign 'Scatchefd.Vst Native Infantry, afterwards! " 
died of their wounds. Four Native officers were also killed,—Jemadar I 
Pahlwan Singh, 12th Native Infantry (one company, of which was in ’ 
the field) ; Subadar Baijnath Fande, 33rd Native Infantry ; Jemadar j 
Jorawar Khan, 47th Native Infantry; and Jemadar Imam Khan,[ 
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. 6Bth Native Infantry. Subadars Bhawani Pandc and Taji Singh, 

! 26 th Native Infantry; Hiraman Misr P 42nd Native Infantry; Bj$ti 
Singh, 43rd Native Infantry, and Drig Sing Rana, Nasseri Battalion, 
died of their wounds. The behaviour of all the Native corps on this 
occasion was admirable, and the Sirmoor and Nasseri Battalions 
and the 43 f d and 59th Native Infantry are specially mentioned in 
terms of praise in Sir Hugh Gough's despatch. 

No time was lost in following up the victory. The combat 
had indeed scarcely ceased when, in obedience to the orders of 
the Governor-General, the troops of the Fourth Division began to 
cross the river ai Khun da Ghat, near Ferozepore, and that night 
sis regiments of Native infantry and a troop of horse artillery 
were over the Sutlej under the command of Sir John Littier. On 
the 12th February a bridge.of-boats was completed, and on the 
13th Sir Hugh Gough, with the whole force, except the heavy train 
and a division which had been left to collect Lhe captured guns 
and the wounded and remove them to Ferozepore, was encamped 
at Kasur, sixteen miles from the river and thirty-two from 
Lahore, Here the Governor-General was met by envoys from the 
Lahore Darbar, and to them the terms of the British Govern- 
ment were made known. The power of the Sikhs was for the 
time completely broken; the terms imposed upon them were 
acquiesced in, and the Maharajah made his submission in person. 
On the 20th February the British Army arrived at Lahore, and two 
days afterwards a portion of the citadel was garrisoned by English 
regiments. 







Under the terms of the treaty, the Sikhs surrendered the remainder 
of the guns that they had used againsL us on the Sutlej,—36 in 
number. 1 hese, added to those taken in the various engage¬ 
ments, made a total of 256 guns captured during the campaign, 
and m the course of the year they were all removed to Calcutta. 
Under another article of the treaty the whole of the Jullundur 
Doab was ceded to the Company, The towns in the plains sub¬ 
mitted without demur, but the Ai'laJar of Kol Kangra refused 
to surrender that place, and in April, 1846. it became necessary to 
send a force to turn him out. This was commanded by Brigadier 
Wheeler and consisted of the 2nd, 1 ith, 41st, and 44th Native Infan¬ 
try, and awing of the 63rd, with a siege train. Great difficulty was 
[experienced in dragging the guns up to the place, but once they 
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were there the enemy gave in and surrendered the fort without 


fighting- 

The news of the termination of the war was received with the 
greatest enthusiasm in England. Sir Henry HarcKnge, Sir Hugh 
Gough, and the Army of the Sutlej were thanked by both Mouses 
of parliament, and both the Governor-General and the Commander- 
in-Chief were raised to the peerage. The former on his own respon¬ 
sibility granted twelve months' batta to all the troops engaged; the 
inscription of “ Moodkkk, * "Fkkozhshmu^ m “ Aliwal, and 
4 I Sobraon” on the colours of all corps which had taken part in 
those battles was ordered (G.O. C* C., nth December, 1846) ; and a 
medal was granted for each of the four great battles of the campaign, 
ibose entitled to be decorated for more than one battle receiving 
the medal struck for the first of the four in which he was present and 
clasps for the subsequent engagements. 

During this and the succeeding year considerable fluctuations in 
the strength of the Bengal Army occurred, the most important of 
which it will be convenient to notice here. At a very early stage oP 
the war it became abundantly apparent that the maintenance of a 
large force on the Sallej and the provision at the same time of neces¬ 
sary garrisons in the rear were together productive of too great a 
strain on the existing strength of the Bengal Army, and accordingly 
in January, 1846, the formation of several new corps (cavalry, artil¬ 
lery and infantry) was ordered. 

Taking the cavalry first—eight new corps, of irregular horse 
were raised by G, G, O., dated 3rd, 14th, and 14th of January, 1846, 
and numbered from the roih to the 17th. In the following year, how¬ 
ever, the cavalry of the Bundeikhand Legion was brought on to the 
military establishment under the designation of the H icth Irregular 
Cavalry/' in consequence of which the new regiments were all moved 
on one number ami became the 1 ith to the 13th -—(G. O. G, G, T dated 
iSth September, 1847). Of these nine regiments, two only (the 
17th and 18th) survived the ordeal of the mutiny, and are now 
the 7th and 3th Bengal Cavalry. As regards infantry,—ten levies of 
a thousand men each were raised (G.G.O., 24th January, 1846) as a 
reserve and to act as feeders to the regiments in the field, and at 
the same Lime, in order to provide for garrison duties and for the 
preservation of order white so large a portion of the Army was in the 
field* eighteen depflt battalions, of 475 men each* were formed from 
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I drafts of 165 Native officers and men taken from each of the existing 
corps of native infantry ■ besides these, six levy companies and four 
dep&t companies of Native artillery were called into existence. All 
these corps had, however, but an ephemera! existence* The conclusion 
of the war and the apparent settlement of the Punjab giving hopes of 
a lasting peace, reductions were immediately carried out, and trie 
fir?r to go (March, 1846} were the levies anti riepftt battalions and 
companies referred to above, the former being disbanded and the 
constituent portions of the latter returned to the corps from which 
they had been taken. Subsequently, however, it was found neces¬ 
sary to provide for the needs of the newly-acquired territory and of 
our extended “sphere of influence," and in the summer of i $.\6 
an important addition was made to the strength of the Bengal Army 
by the raising (G, G, 0 , dated the 30th July, 1846), on ihe left bank 
of the Sutlej, of two regiments of Sikh infantry ; these corps were 
designated 14 The Regiment of Ferozepore” and “The Regiment of 
Ludhiana/ 1 and still survive as the 14th and 15th Regiments of 
Bengal Infantry, Later in the same year it was directed (G. G. Q M 
Foreign Department, No, 2457, dated the 14th December, iBa6] 
that ‘‘a frontier brigade "(one light field battery and four rey ,;ents 
of infantry) should be raised in the, Trans-Sutlej and Cis-Sutlej 
States for police and general purposes, and also that a “ Corps of 
Guides M should be formed for general service. The Corps of 
Guides and the four regiments of infantry sill] survive, the former 
under its original designation, and the latter as the i&L 2nd, 3rd and 
4 th Regiments of Sikh Infantry of the Punjab Frontier Force*. In 
the following year again extensive reductions took place; all infantry 
corps were reduced by 20 non-commissioned officers and 200 men, 
irregular cavalry regiments were brought down to a total strength 
of 500 each, and all the local police battalions (formed m 1844) 
were disbanded (G. O. G, G. f 30th January, 1847)* Shortly afterwards 
the artillery and cavalry of the Shekhawati Brigade were disbanded, 
the infantry alone being retained and brought upon the strength 
of the Army (it had hitherto been a 14 civil " organisation) under the 
designation of the 4< Shekhawati Battalion," 

A notable change in the year 1846 was the restoration of the num¬ 
ber 34 to the Army List, the new 34th Native Infantry being the 
infantry Oi the Bundelkhand Legion, which/ on the misbehaviour 
I of the old 34th in 18441 had, as already related, volunteered to lake 
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the place of that regiment in Sindh, and had served there tor two 
yea, „—(G.O.G.G., 4th July, 1846), 

Early in 1848 the Ear! (afterwards Marquess) of Dalhousie 
succeeded Lord Hardinge as Governor-General, Scarcely, how¬ 
ever, had he taken up the reins of government when the anticipa¬ 
tions of continued peace in the Punjab were rudely dispelled bv 
the rebellion of the Dcwan Mulraj and the Sikh troops at Moo!tan, 
the murder there or Air. Vans-Agnew and Lieutenant Anderson, and 
the rapid extension of the outburst throughout the whole of the Pun¬ 
jab. The British officers referred to were murdered on April 20th, 
1848, and by the 1st July Lieutenant Edwardes.and General Van 
Cortlandt (of the Sikh service), with an army ot irregulars from the 
Derajat and some troops of the Nawah of Buhawalpur (joined in July 
bythe cavalry of the Corps of Guides,—then consisting of but a single 
troop under-Lieutenant Lumsden) had twice (at Kineri on the 18th 
June, and again at Sadusam on the ist July) beaten the troops of 
the rebel Mulraj, driven him to take refuge in his fortress of 
Moolten, and recovered the whole of that important district except 
the fortress itself. After considerable delay. Lord Gough being averse 
to putting troops in the field during the hot weather, a force was 
despatched from Lahore and F croze pore for the reduction of Moofcin— 
a task which was quite beyond the power of the irregular troops 
under the command of Lieutenant Edwardes; this force was com¬ 
manded by Major-General Whish, and was composed of the 
following troops , 

Artillhky;—U nder Major H, GtSfhdjfc—two jroops nf horse artillery, four 
companies of foot artillery, a*d a second cl&ss fringe train, 

EtfGi«*ERS Under Major EX flapicr—three companies of sappers, and 
of pioneers. 

Cavalrv :—'Under Liout^nant^Coloiir-I H* F* Salter—the nth Light Cavalry^ 
and Use ;tli and ntb Irregular Cavalry. 

InfantR¥ i^First Brigade t under Lmi ten an t-Colond A, Hervcy—H, M.*s 
joth Foot, and the Sth md$7tiA Native Infantry. 

Sfrond Brigade, uniW Lieutenant-Colonel F, Markham—H. 
M.’k 32nd Foot, and the iQth, 51 st, and 72 nd Native 
Infantry, 

Co-operating with this force was a Sikh arm?, which the Lahore 
Durbar had despatched to Mooltun tinder Rajah Sher Singh, one of the 
most influential chiefs of the Punjab; but these troops were III- 
affected, and ought never to have been allowed to proceed to 
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It was not Until the end of August that General Whish's division 


First Fjtg't of 
UobJtau, 
September, 
18*1. 


arrived before Moolt&B, The interval was employed by Mntraj in 
augmenting his army and strengthening his fort, and his only reply 


to the British General's summons to surrender was to use every 
I endeavour to bring about the defection of Sher Singh's army* The 
siege was commenced by the opening of a parallel nearly a mile 
from the fortifications* whence it was intended to work through the 
intermediate ground of gardens, brick kilns, and villages* On the 
n igh t of September 9th, an attem pt way made to dislodge the enem y fro m 
some houses and gardens in front of the trenches, and four companies 
of Her Majesty's 10th Foot, a wing of the 49th Native Infantry and 
one company of the yznd, were, with some irregular artillery, told off 
for this duty, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Pattoun of 
the 32nd Foot* The darkness of the night and their ignorance of the 
locality frustrated the gallant efforts of the troops, and the attack 
was repulsed with % loss of 15 killed, 4 officers # (twh mortally) and 
6 $ men wounded, and 4 men missing; among the killed was one 
Native officer,—Jemadar Dnniah Singh, 72nd Native Infantry* On 
the morning of the 12th the villages in from of the trenches were, after 
some hard fighting, cleared of die enemy by two columns under 
Lieutenant-Col00el P&UoUtt, 32nd, and Lieutenant-Colonel Franks* 
loth, the whole commanded by Brigadier Hemy,?—the troops engaged 
being one troop of horse artillery, one squadron from each of the three 
regiments of cavalry, five companies each of Her, Majesty's loth and 
32ml Regiments, and the 8th and 49th Native Infantry, A simulta¬ 
neous attack was made by some of the irregulars under General Van 
Cottlandt* who succeeded to some extent in diverting the atten¬ 
tion of the enemy* The attack was made with a bravery “ not surpassed 
during the war*" and was met by an equally stubborn resistance, which* 
however, was at length broken down and the enemy driven into the 
city. Our loss was 5 British officers and 19men killed, and 9 officers 
and 136 men wounded, the officers killed being Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pattoun, 32nd Foot, Major Monlizambert and Quarter-Master Taylor, 
10th Foot,lieutenant Cubitt ,49th Native Infantry* and Ensign Lloyd, 

# Including Lieutenant Christopher* Indian Navy, who was serving as a volun¬ 
teer with the irregular farces under Lieutenant Ed waul- rs. He tied of bh wounds 
a few weeks later*—P* 
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8th Native Infantry. General Whish had thus secured a position 
within battering distance of the city walls, bat it was now plainly 
to be seen that the force under his command was utterly inade. 
qoate for the reduction of the place : the question of continuing 
the operations was under ant ions consideration when, on the 14th 
September, the matter was brought to an abrupt conclusion by the 
sudden desertion of Sher Singh and his whole force to the enemy. 
?n consequence of this defection General Whish at once raised the 
siege, and withdrew to a position near the village of Suraj Khund, 
where he entrenched himself and remained threatening (though unable 
to blockade) the town, until he should be in a position to resume 
ictive operations; this however, did not come aboui for some 

10 finish Sher Singh, distrusted by Mulraj, remained encamped under 
the walls of Mooltan until the 9th October, when he suddenly marched 
northwards. Advancing to within twenty-five miles of Lahore, he 
continued for some time to threaten that place, but eventually moved 
westwards to unite with the troops lately forming the garrison of 
Bannu, who had mutinied and joined in the rebellion which was now 
fan over-spreading the Punjab, and before many weeks had elapsed 
he was on the Chcnab at the head of a formidable force- 

The rising at Mooltan had been followed by an outbreak in 
Hazara headed by Sirdar Cbattar Singh, and the defection of Sher 
Singh and his army finally convinced the Government that it was 
necessary to embark once more on a regular campaign against the 
Sikhs' It was not, however, until October that orders were issued 
for the assembly of an army at Feroaepore, and in the meantime 
the complications on all sides had increased considerably. In the 
Tallundur Doab disturbances were incessant, and a serious rising 
100k place there headed by Sirdar Ram Singh, who, in September, 
took up a strong position at the village of Bassa. on the top of a high 
hill near Nurpur. Here he was attacked on the 19th by a force 
under the command of Major Fisher, 15th Irregular Cavalry, 
consisting of 130 of the 15th and 1 6th Irregular uava ry, two 
companies of the 2 9 lh and four of the 7^ Native Infamry and 
£o P of the 1st and 130 of the and Sikh Local Infantry,and dislodged 
irftei a brief engagement, in which our loss amounted to only one 
sLy killed and nine wounded. In this affair two corps of what is 
nowtfte Punjab Frontier Force gained the Erst of that long senes 0. 
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successes which'has made* them famous among the picked troops 
of the Indian Army* 

While these events were in progress, Chattar Singh had opened 
negotiations with the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan of Kabul, who 
accepted the proffered alliance with readiness, and senta considerable 
force into the Punjab to assist the Sikhs* Late in October the Sikh 
garrison at Peshawar mutinied, and Major Lawrence and the olhe 
occupants of the Residency fell into the hands of Chattar Singh, b> 
whom they were kept in close captivity at that place* Later on 
Attack was also taken by Chattar Singh, and soon the whole of the 
northern part of the Punjab, with the exception of Hazara (to which 
Captain Abbott held on, with the assistance of local Muhammad a;* 
levies), was in the hands of the fevohed Sikhs* 

On the 13th October a General Order was published detailing 
the troops which were to form the **■ Army of the Punjah ”; these 
were as follow :— 

Artillbuy tkigadier-Cenefril j. Temiiini —3 troops of ha rw, artillery, 3 light 
hr d batteries, and 8 cam panics of fioot artillery. 

EwaiNiisns:-Brigadier j* Cheape, C t fl^ Th* Corps of Sappers air. 
Pioneers 

Cavalry the command nf Brigadier-General C. R. Cure too, 

iti Brigade :-Bridier M* White. c + B^Her Majesty’s 3rd 
Light Dragoans, and the 3th and Sth Light Cavalry. 
2nd Brigade :--itigidjcf A. Pope, Cifi.—Her Majesty^ 9th L>ght 
Dm goo ns (Lancers), and th© tst atwl 6th Light 
Cavalry, 

frdffrigad* a—Brigadier H. F. SaH*r*the nth Light Cavalry, 
and the jih and 1 uh Irregular Cavalry* 

Brigade ■—Brigadier J, B, Hearsay—the 3 rd, (jth, and 12 th 
Irrogu iar Cavalry* ' 

tst Brigade t—Brigadier A. S, H> Mountain, c*n,—Her Majesty’s 
loth Foot and the 8th &i;d 72nd Native Infantry, 
2 nd Brigade : Brigadier F. Markham—Her Majesty 1 ! 33 0 d 
Foot, and the 49th and 51st N atrve Infantry* 

3 rd Brigade t—Hi igradier J. Eckfflrd-Her Majesty’* 29th Foot, 
nnd lhe 31 at and 5f»th Native Infantry, 

4th Brigade:— Brigadier C. Godby, c.b,— the 2nd European 
Regiment, and the 45 th and 7ot^ Native Infantry. 
$th Brigade t—Brigadier A. Hcnrey—the 13th, 30th and 52nd 
Native Infantry* 


iNPAtfTBY— I, 

Major-Gen), \ 
r *S* VVhish,U,B. ( 


II* 

MajoT'Oeni 
Sir VV, R* 
Gilbc’d, 
K,c*a* 


111 . lf 

Maior-Ge?nt. y 
Sir J* 4 

Thick well, ( 
K.C.B* 


pfA Brig ade s- B rigadier J. Pennycuick, C4,-Hcr Majesty's 
24Sh Foot, rtndthe 13th and 25th Native Infantry. 
jik Brigade i— Brigadier N. Penny, c.D.—the acth, 2ind and 
fitfth Native Infantry * 

In these arrangements, however, considerable changes took place 
almost us soon as they were announced : the 14th Light Dragoons were 
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added to the ist Brigade of Cavalry; the 27 th Foot were removed 
from the 3rd to the 5th Brigade, their place in the former being taken 
by the 73rd Native Infantry from the garrison of Lahore; the 15th 
and the 22nd Native Infantry interchanged brigades; and a fourth 
division, the command of which was given to Brigadier-General Colin 
Campbell,* had a brief existence of about a fortnight. This division 
comprised the Eighth Brigade (36th and 46th Native Infantry) and the 
Ninth Brigade (the 61st Foot and the 3rd Native Infantry). On its 
being broken up the 61st Foot were removed to the Eighth Brigade, 
which was then transferred to the Third Division, and the command 
given to Brigadier J. Hoggan, and the 3rd Native Infantry were 
struck off the strength of Use Army of 'he Punjab. 

Of the troops above detailed, between 4,000 and 5. 000 men 
(including most of the Sappers and Pioneers, and the 52nd Native 
Infantry, then belonging to the Fifth Brigade) were at Moo 1 tan under 
Major-General Whish; the remainder, of which Lord Gough himself 
1 took command, p umbered about 16,000. 

‘ The campaign was opened on the 22nd of November by a move¬ 
ment of the Commandcr-in-Chief against Sher Singh, who, with an 
army of 16,000. was in position at Ramuagar, on the ioft bank of the 
Chenab. Deeming it necessary to drive this force over the river, 
Lord Gough ordered Brigadier-General Campbell, commanding 
the advanced corps, to carry out this object. General Campbell 
: accordingly moved forward from Saharan on the morning of the 
I 22nd November with two troops of herse artillery, two light field 
batteries, the 1st Brigade of Cavalry anti the i»th Irregular Cavalry, 

, and the infantry brigades of Godby (less the 45th Native Infantry) and 
( Hoggan. On arrival at Bamnagar it was found that the main body 
of the enemy had already crossed to the righi bank; several small 
parties were, however, observed to he stifl making their way from the 
town to the ford, and the two troops of horse artillery were ordered 
to pursue and open fire on them while crossing, while a squadron of 
the 3rd Light Dragoons was directed to charge and clear the lef 1 
bank oi the river of all hostile bodies that might still remain; the 
charge of the Dragoons was brilliant and successful, but the horse 
artillery, in their eagerness to overtake the parlies making for the ford, 
got into’ the sands of the river, and one gun became so imbedded that 

• The lato Lord Clyde, who here (Of the *m time comes into notice in Indian j 
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it could not be extricated. Observing the difficulty in which the gun 
was placed, the enemy redoubled the artillery fire they had kepi 
up from the right bank, and rc-crossed over the whole af their 
cavalry A retirement became necessary, but in an unlucky mo¬ 
ment permission was given to the 14th Light Dragoons and the 5th 
Light Cavalry to charge the enemy. Exposed to a heatfy and con¬ 
stant fire from the Sikh guns on the opposite bank, and embarrassed 
by the deep sand, the two regiments, after defeating and driving 
back the Sikh cavalry, were compelled to retire, having suffered 
heavy loss, not the least of which was the death of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Havelock, oi the 141b, and of Brigadier-General Cureton, the com¬ 
mander of the Cavalry Division* The loss in this unfortunate and 
unprofitable affair, in which the Sth Light Cavalry also shared, was 
two British officers, one native officer, and 23 men killed; and 8 
British officers, one native officer, and 49 men wounded^ The native 
officer killed was Subadar-M&jor Mir She* Ali, Sardar Bahadur , of 
the 8 th Light Cavalry—old man of seventy-eight years, and of 
nearly sixty years* service. 

Lord Gough remained halted at Ramnagar for several days, 
waiting for his heavy guns, then coming up from the rear, and dur¬ 
ing this period the Army of the Punjab was re-organised and distri¬ 
buted as follows (G* GX C. C., 26th November, 1848) : — 


Am ICUKRY Bfig&Hler-Genend J. Tennant—S troops of hors* artillery, 4 light 
field batteries, and 8 companies of foot artillery* 

EnOINwerS :-BrigadierdIeu€ra! ]. Cheape, c,b.— 3 companies of sipnw» and 
j of pioneers. 

CavaLR* Major-Gen oral Sir 1 . Thackivel!. k.c.b.- - 

ir# Brigade i—yd and 14th Ught Dragoons, and the <th and Eth 
Light Cavalry* 

Brigade yth Light Dragoons (Untm), and the r»t and 
6th Light Cavalry. 

3rd Brigade fight Cavtfry, and the ?eh and i U% Irregular 

Cavalry. 

4ik Brigade jrd, $th and r 3 th Irregular Cavalry* 

Furr Infantry Division :-Majer<4*ii*Fi! \ V .S. Whish, e.a— 

*~rotb Foot, and the 8th and 72nd Native Infantry, 
jrti Brigade foot, and the 40th, 5J*t and 5,ind Native 

Infantry* 

Stconn 1 vfaKT ttv Division :-M*W-G«w,r.1 Si- W. R. Gilbert. «.u.- 
3rd Brigade:— st f 56th and 7yd Native Jnfantrv* 

4tn hngadei— | h« tnd European Regiment, and ►he 45th aad 
Jc.lh Native Ini? otry. 

* , sth J—aoth Foot, and the | 3 th and yith Native Infantry 

Tm ™ ixr^v DiV^OK.-Brigadier-Gafieral C* Campbell* 

Fw h * nd lhc zn* * 5 *h Native Infantry, 
fth Bngadf : —r S th, auth and 69th Native infantry 
Sik Sn^#;^6ritFoot*aod the 36th and 46th Native Infantry* 







«o. T * 

This, however, was not the last of the changes made in the com¬ 
position of the Army, for in the middle of the following month 
(G. Q.C.C., 14th December, 184b) the 3rd Brigade was broken up, 
and the five brigades junior to it re-numbered as the 3rd, 4th, 51b, 

6th and ?th Brigades, respectively. Of the components of the 
defunct brigade, the 31st Native Infantry was posted to the now 
3rd Brigade, and the 56th to the new 4th, while the 73rd was relegated 
to garrison duty at Lahore. At a later period some Other minor 
changes Wok place, such as the removal of the 13th and the a and 
Native Infantry from the 4th and 5th Brigades, and the transfer of 
the 45th from the 3rd Brigade to the 5th. A Reserve Division 
was afso formed in Sirhind, consisting of a light field battery, the 17th 
Irregular Cavalry, the 18th Foot, and the 17th, 19th, 58th and 
Gist Native Infantry, the command of which was conferred upon 1 
Major-General Sir D. St. L. Hill- 

On the arrival of the siege train (17th November), Lord Gough 
entered on measures for effecting the passage of the Chenab and Dsc.nb.r jrd. 
attacking the Sikh army under Sher Singh in its position on the right 
bank of the river opposite to Ramnagar. VA/ith this object, on the 30th 
November, he detached Sir Joseph Thaekwell with three troops of horse 
artillery two light field batteries, two companies of pioneers, por¬ 
tions of the island 4th Brigades of Cavalry (the 3rd Light Dragoons, 
the 5U1 and 8th Light Cavalry, and the 3rd and 1 ath Irregular Cavalry), 
and'the 3rd, 6th and 8th Brigades of Infantry (less the 73rd Native 
Infantry and six companies of the arnd Native Infantry), to cross 
the river at a ford about twelve miles above Rimnagar, and turn 
the left flank of the enemy on the opposite bank,—he himself, if 
successful in silencing Sher Singh’s guns and securing the passage 
of die river at Ram n a gar, crossing there and assailing the enemy in 
front. The ford was found to be too difficult and dangerous to attempt 
in the face of a Sikh force assembled on the opposite bank, and 
Thaekwell therefore, in accordance with his instructions, proceeded 
higher up to Waiirabad, at which place Captain Nicholson* 

Assistant to the Resident at Lahore, had secured some boats, with the 
aid of which die force effected the passage of the river on the 1st 
and 2nd of December. On the latter day Thaekwell moved 
twelve miles down the river towards Sher Singh's position opposi'e 
Ramnagar, and resuming his march on the 3rd reached the village 
of Saduiapur, where he halted in conse quence of t he receipt of an 

• After wards Bngadiet-G«>*fal Nicholson of Mutiny Iknir-P. 
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order from the the Commander-in-Chief desiring him not to attack 
until the arrival of the 4th Brigade (the and European Regiment 
and the 70th Native Infantry), which had been sent to reinforce him. 
In the afternoon* however* Slier Singh, with a large portion of his 
] army and many guns, appeared jn Thackwel!*s front and opened a 
heavy fire on the British force. The action which ensued was one 
principally of artillery, Thack well, in obedience to his orders, remain¬ 
ing strictly on the defensive 1 it continued until dark, and at midnight 
Shcr Singh silently retired towards the "Jhelum, having sustained 
considerable loss in the cannonade. Our own loss amounted to 
only 34 killed and 57 (including four British officers) wounded. 
Jemadars Thannu Ram, 35th, and Mir Amanat All, 36th Native 
| Infantry, were killed, and Jemadar Sirdar Khan, y 2nd Native 
* Infantry, lost a leg* 

On the following day Thackwelljpushed on in pursuit to Jahlpur, 
j and thence on the 5th to the village of Melon, hut did not succeed in 
coming up with the enemy. 

1 On the 8th the head-quarters of the army crossed the Cher.ab by 
a bridge-of* boats artel jojn^d Thack well shortly afterwards si Pie Jan, 
in the vicinity of which place the whole force remained until the 12th 
January. On the 10th January Lord Gough, was informed of the 
capture of Attack by Chattar Singh, who was now hastening with all 
his forces to effect a junction with Shcr Singh on the Jhelum. Under 
these circumstances it became amlterof pressing necessity to attack 
and dispose of Sher Singh beiore this reinforcement should reach 
him,—he already having with him some 30,000 men, with 62 guns* 
Accordingly His Lordship broke up Ins camp and moved on the 
1 ath to Dingr, and on the ijdi towards Rasul t on the left bank of the 
Jhelum, in the neighbourhood of which place the Sikhs had taken up 
a position. The enemy's tine "was a most extended one* reaching 
frnm Rasul on the left to the village of Fateh-Shah-kLChak on the 
right* The original plan of attack consisted in moving on Rasul, 
turning the enemy's left hank, and doubling up his long, thin 
| Bus in the direction of the Jhdmn. Bui on arriving at the village 
j of Cnet& thnrao. Lord Gough, who had no intention of fighting that 
day* inclined to the left and moved towards the visage of Chilian* 
mK his object being to halt there and reconnoitre the country,— 

1 which was found to be very difficult, being intersected by ravines 
J and covered with jungle,— as well as the enemy’s position, in which 
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fSip£h, who suspected Lord Gough's design against his left flank, 
oad already made some change by throwing forward his right, 
Arrived at Chilian wala, it was found that such of the enemy as 
had been posted there had vacated the position and fallen hack on 
their main line, leaving only a strong picquet, which was immediate¬ 
ly driven cfl\ It was now z p.sl, and preparations were made to 
take tip ground for encampment Sher Singh, however, was deter¬ 
mined to force on a battle that afternoon. With this object he 
opened a heavy artillery fire on the British force,—at first from such 
a distance as to do no execution, but after a while from the front 
of his position at a range of about 1,500 yards. As it was prob 
able that the enemy would advance his guns and cannonade the 
encampment during the night Lord Cough drew up his forces 
in order of battle, and then, ordering the troops to lie down, he 
opened a heavy tire of artillery on the enemy's centre. After about 
an hour's cannonade the fire of the enemy appeared to be sufficiently 
subdued to justify an advance on his position, which was accordingly 
ordered. 

The extreme length of the position occupied by the Sikhs 
caused large gaps between their centre and wings. The British line, 
when formed for attack, did little more than oppose a front to Sher 
Singh's centre, and such of it as overlapped on the left faced one of the 
gaps mentioned above. Oar troops advanced to the attack in the 
following order On the right, commanded by Sir Walter Gilbert.was 
the Second Division, composed of the 3rd and 4th Brigades, the 
former of which ( under Brigadier God by ) comprised the and 
Bengal European Regiment, and the 31st and 70th Native Infantry, 
and the latter ( under Brigadier Mountain ) Her Majesty** 29th Foot, 
md the 30th and 56th Native Infantry. This division was flanked on 
the right by the and (Pope's) Brigade of Cavalry (the 9th Lancers, and 
the lat and 6th Light Cavalry), strengthened by the 14th Light Dra¬ 
goons, with three troops of horse artillery. On the left was the Third 
Division, commanded by Brigadier-General Campbell ; this was 
composed of the 5th, 6tb, and ;th Brigades (Her Majesty's 24th Foot, 
and the 25th and 45th Native Infantry under Brigadier Pennycuick; 
the 1 qlh and 69th Native Infantry, under Brigadier Penny; and Her 
Majesty's 61st Foot, and the 36th and 46th Native Infantry, under 
Brigadier Hoggan); of these the 6th Brigade (Penny's) was field in 
reserve. On the left flank was the 1st Cavalry Brigade (the 3rd 
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Light Dragoons, and the 5 th ami Bth Light Cavalry), with three troops 
of horse artillery. In the centre'was massed the heavy artillery ; the 
held batteries were between the infantry brigades. The 3rd and 9th 
Irregular Cavalry, with the 20th Native Infantry (from the 6th 
Brigade), were detailed, under Brigadier Hearsey, to protect the 
provision and baggage train* 

The British line now advanced to attack the enemy's guns in front 
with the bayonet, marching for that purpose for nearly a mile, through 
thick and unknown jungle. The right (Penny cutck’s) brigade of 
Campbell's dfvi. ion was the first to engage the enemy. Emerging in 
some disorder from the jungle at a distance of 300 yards from the Sikh 
hue, they were received with a storm of grape, which mowed them down 
by dozens before they could reach the enemy* Nothing, however, could 
stop their charge, and, rushing impetuously on, they mrew themselves 
on the gunners, bayoneted them at their posts, and for a moment were 
masters oi the position; but the Sikhs, quickly tallying and realising 
how small were the numbers of those who had attacked them, 
returned to the fight, and, aided by their cavalry, recovered the battery 
and drove back the British brigade almost to the point from which it 
had advanced to the attack. This repulse seems to have bee*’ 

* principally owing to the 24th Foot and the 45th Native Infantry, 
advancing rapidly, having Outpaced the 25th Native Infantry, and 
arrived breathless and without adequate support before the enemy. 
The brigade, according to Lord Gough himself, behaved heroically, 
and did not give way until it had lost its Brigadier (Tennycuick) and 
Its Brigade-Major (Harris), and the 2 a th their Colonel (Brookes), 
ten other officers, and nearly a third of the whole regiment killed* 

To fill the gap in the line caused by the repulse of Pennycufcki 
brigade, the fkh (Penny’s) brigade, which had been held in reserve, 
was immediately pushed forward,and advanced with great gallantry ; 
but it missed its way in the junkie, and inclining too much to the 
right, eventually after some severe fighting, found itself on the 
left of Godby's brigade. 

Meanwhile, the left (Hoggan’s) brigade of Campbell's division, 
advancing steadily through the brushwood, charged the batteries 
in their front, drove the Sikhs before them with great slaughter, and 
then wheeling to the nght, recovered the ground from which 
PennycuicVs brigade had just been repulsed, and maintained it 
until the close of the engagement. 
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Gilbert’s division, in the meantime, had undergone no less peril* 
ous experiences. Its left brigade , under Mountain* was the first to 
come into collision with Lhe enemy. Advancing under a desolating 
fire the brigade succeeded* though not without terrible loss, in 
carrying the batteries in tta front; but broken in its advance, the 
§6th Native Infantry, the left battalion of the brigade, was pierced 
by the Sikh cavalry, forced back in confusion and almost destroyed. 
The other regiments of the brigade, the 291b Foot and the 30th 
Native Infantry, succeeded in maintaining the ground nicy had cap^ 
lured, and held it until the end of the contest. 

The right (Godby's) brigade of Gilbert's division had, in the 
meantime, been doing gallant service against heavy odds. Sweep¬ 
ing through the jungle it pressed forward under a murderous fire, 
and after a prolonged and sanguinary contest (atone period of which 
the 2nd European Regiment was obliged to change front lo the rear, 
to repel a body of the enemy who had got behind them as they ad¬ 
vanced), it drove the Sikhs 0$ the field and captured every gun in 
us from. In this contest the brigade was conspicuously aided by 
the fire of the field battery commanded by Captain Michael Dawes,* 
the splendid gallantry of which is said to have been the salvation 
nut only of the brigade but of the whole of Gilbert's division. 

The right flank of Gilbert’s division had in the meantime been 
exposed by the discomfiture of the 2nd Brigade of Cavalry- 
Through some error on the put of the Brigadier (Pope), the brigade 
had got in front of the horse anillery, so as entirely to mask the 
fire of the latter. While ende^vourir.g to move the brigade to the 
right, to get clear of the guns, Brigadier Pope was cut down by a 
Sikh sowar, and at the same moment an order was heard direct¬ 
ing the brigade to turn about. By whom this order was given has 
never been made known, but the effect was d sastrous. As the troops 
retired in obedience to the order, they were suddenly charged by a 
body of the enemy’s cavalry, and the result was one of those sudden 
panics which are liable at times to overtake even the best of troops. 
Wheeling about, they dashed to the rear, rid mg over and disabling 
the horse artillery batteries, and closely followed by the Sikhs, who 
cut down many of the gunners and captured several guns. The 
disaster, however, was checked by the gallantry of two squadrons of 

■ Tim was No* 17 Light Field Etattery, inantied by the 3rd Company, i$t Battalion, 
Bengal Artillery. It is now the Sard Field Battery, Rcjyal Artillery.—P. 
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the 9th Lancers and two of the 6th Light Cavalry, who, rallying as 
soon as they could get clear of the flying body of cavalry, charged 
the advancing enemy and stopped their onward career. 

Not with standing this reverse, the infantry of Gilberts division 
held their ground. The baUle was won, but though’the enemy were 
driven from their position, their forces were stiif unbroken, Lord 
Gough, yielding to the advice of several of his commanders, after 
bringing off most of the wounded, withdrew Jus troops from the field 
and fell back to the village of Chilianwala, This movement brought 
back Sher Singh : with more than hah of the remains of his army he 
bad crossed the Jhelum in flight, when, late at night, he learnt that 
Lord Gough had withdrawn from the field of battle; he imme¬ 
diately re-crossedf carried off all the captured guns except twelve, 
massacred such of the British wounded as still lay on the field, and 
then returned to the heights of Rasul. 

The British loss in the battle of Chilunwala amounted to 602 ki lled 
(including 22 British officers), 1,651 wounded (including 67 British 
officers), and (04 missing,—making a total of 2,357. Among the killed 
acre Major C, Ekins, 7th Light Cavalry, Deputy Adjutant-General 
of the Array . Lieutenant j, A. Mioson, Bengal Artillery; Lieutenant 
A. M, Shepherd and Jemadars Siu-dayal Singh and Rambakhsh Singh, 
6ih light Cavalry; Lieutenant A, Money, Subadars Chattardhari Singh, 
jura wan Singh aud Siu-dayal Singh, and Jemadars Tulsi Pande, 
Shaikh Dukhi and Assad AM Khan, 25th Native Infantry ; Captain 
\Y. H. Ross, Ensign A. C, de Morel, and Jemadar Allah-dad Khan, 
30th Native Infantry; Subsd&r Easiram Singh and Jemadar Kanhai 
Tiwari, 36th Native Infantry; Lieutenant W, W, Warde, Ensign 
F. W, Robinson, Subadars Sewa Upadhia arid Bahadur Khan and 
Jemadars Gaya-din and Mansa Ram, 56th Native Infantry ; and 
I Subadars Shaikh Subhaui and Shaikh Niamat AH, 70th Native 
Infantry. * ' *'•' 

Besides these, many afterwards died of their woundr,—including 
Brigadier A, Pope, c.u,, 6th Light Cavalry commanding the and 
Cavalry Brigade; Captaih (Brevet-Major) E, Christie, Bengal 
Horse Artillery ; Lieutenant A* N. Thompson and Jemadar GboRm 
Hoasain Khan, 36th Native Infantry : Captain R, Haldane, 45th Native 
Infantry; and Major D, Bam field, 56 th Native Infantry. 

But Heavy asi was our loss, that of the Sikhs m. trebly a. 6 * great. 
It has been estimated that "in killed and wounded the fight at 
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ChHianwala reduced Sher Singh's army by not less than 7,000 men. 
Lord Cough himself remarked that nowhere else, except perhaps at 
Sobraon, had he seen “so many o£ the enemy's slain upon she same 
space.” 

It is necessary now to revert to the progress of the war in lire other 
parts of the Punjab before relating the last straggle of the Sikhs at 
Gu jurat. 

In the JuUundur Doab the force under Brigadier-General Wheeler 
was constantly engaged with parties of the enemy. At forts Rangar 
Nagal (October 14th; and KSlaiwaia (November 22nd and 23rd), at 
Arab (and December) and Btidi Find (December 28th), on the 
heights of Dalla (16th January) and at other places, successes 
were gained by various detachments formed from portions of the 7 th 
Liirht Cavalry, the 3rd, 4th. a8th, 29th, and 71st Na'tve infantry, the 
2nd, 15th, and 16th Irregular Cavalry, the ist and 2nd Sikh bocal 
Infantry, and the newly-raised Corps of Guides. In the action on the 
heights of Dalla,Comet Christie, 7 th Light Cavalry, and Jemadar Ram- 
kislran Singh, 1 st Sikh Local Infantry, were killed, and Lieutenant 
Feel, second-in-command of the latter corps, was mortally wounded. 
The' Corps of Guides was conspicuous in many of these affairs, 
and with them now tor the first time came prominently into public 
notice Lieutenants H.B.Lumsdea and W. S. It. Hudson, two officers 
who, in later years, arrived at high distinction in the Indian Army. 

While these events were occurring in the northern and eastern 
parts of the Punjab, Major-General Whish, atMooltan, lay practically 
inactive, awaiting the arrival of reinforcements then On the way from 
Bombay and Sindh. 0 :t the 1st November Mulraj, assuming the 
offensive, established himself on the raised banks of a dry canal 
which intersected the British lines, and for some days kept up a 
constant fire of artillery on the camp. At length, however, on the 
~th, he was expelled by a detachment of the army under Brigadier 
Markham, his batteries destroyed, and his troops driven back into 
die town with the loss of five of their guns. The regiments engaged 
in this action, which is cailed that of Suraj-khund, were one troop of 
horse artillery, two squadrons each ot the nth Light Cavalry and 
the yth and nth Irregular Cavalry, 40 sappers, six companies each 
of Her Majesty's 10th and 32nd Foot and eight companies each of 
the 8th, 49th, 51st and 52nd Native Infantry. The casualties were 3 
men kilted, and 4 Native officers and 53 men wounded. The Irregular 
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Force under Edwardcs (to whom the local rank of Major had keen 
given) and the Bahawalpur Contingent under Lieutenant Lake were 
also prominently engaged, and lose, respectively, 34 killed and 134 
wounded, and 5 killed and 38 wounded. The total losses this day, 
on our side, thus amounted to 42 killed and 239 wounded. 

On the 21st of December, Genera] Whfsh was joined by the 
reinforcements for which he had b< en waiting : these consisted of 
one troop of horse artillery> two companies of foot artillery, and two 
light field batteries, two companies of sappers, the 1st Bombay 
Light Cavalry, the Sindh Horse, Her Majesty's 60th Foot (Rifles), 
the 1 st Bombay European Regiment (Fusiliers), and the 3rd, 4th, 
9th and 19th Bombay Native Infantry,—the whole under the com¬ 
mand of Brigadier-General the Hon'bte H. Dundas, The force under 
the command of General Whisb was now- increased to a total of 
15,648, and preparations were pushed on for a renewal of the siege* 
On Christmas Dav the former position before Mooltau was resumed, 
and on the 27th an attack was made on the enemy's position In the 
suburbs, which proved brilliantly successful and laid ihc walls of 
the city and fort open to our siege guns* The action was, however, 
attended with a loss of ah killed, 172 wounded and iS missing, 
and Lieutenants Playfair, 52nd, and Gillon, 72nd Native Infantry, 
died of the wounds they received on this occasion* 

On the 29th a satlj was made by 2,oog of the enemy on the post qe 
Sidilabki-Bed, which was held by Major Edwardes’ Irregulars, but 
they were repulsed sifter two hours" hard fighting* Four days after- 
wards two breaches in the city wall were reported practicable, and sim¬ 
ultaneous assaults were made on both (2nd January 1B49L a column 
(32nd Foot aijd 49th and 72nd Native Infantry) from ihc Bengal 
Division being told off to attempt the Delhi Gate breach, and 
an01 her from the Bombay Division to assail the breach at the Khnni 
Burj ("The Bloody Bastion'’), The former was, however, found on 
near inspection 10 be quite impracticable, and all that ihe Bengal 
troops could do was to hasten round to the assistance of the column 
engaged at the Khuni Burp Here the Bombay troops, after a 
slis^p struggle, had been successful md had forced their way into the 
town ; on which Mulraj, seeing that the city wall had been carried, ; 
took refuge in the citadel, the gates of which he dosed, leaving 
three-fourths of his army at the mercy of their enemies* Numbers 
were skin in the streets of the city, and the remainder, fleeing 
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over the walls and by the Lahori Gate, concealed themselves until 
nightfall in the suburbs, and then, under cover of the darkness 
made good their escape to their homes. The total casualties in the 
storm of the city of Mooltan were 30 killed, 317 wounded, and one 
missing. 

The citadel of Mooltan was now completely invested, and Muiraj, 
seeing the toils closing around him v made overtures for terms; but he 
received the answer that nothing short of unconditional surrender 
would be accepted. He was not yet, however, sufficiently humbled 
to yield on such terms, and so continued to held out, keeping up 
an undiminished fire, which occasioned many casualties amongst 
the besiegers; amongst others Second-Lieutenant Graham and 
Lieutenant Thompson, both of the Artillery, were mortally wounded 
during the last days of the siege, On our side die operations were 
pressed with vigour; under the heavy fire of the batteries the 
breaches in the fortifications soon became practicable, and prepara¬ 
tions were made to storm the place. The assault was fixed for the 
z 1st January, but on that day Muiraj, hopeless of further resistance, 
sent messengers to notify his desire to surrender, and at 9 a,m, 
on the 2 and he came out and gave himself up to General Whish, 
The fort was occupied on the same day, and before the departure 
of the army from Mooltan, the bodies of Vans-Agnew and 
Anderson were removed from their grave at the Jdgak and borne 
through the breach which bad been made by the British guns to an 
honoured resting-place in the citadel There an obelisk, visible for 
miles round, marks Lheir grave, and the inscription thereon tells, in 
vivid and stirring words, of the treacheiy which compassed their 
death, and of the ample manner in which they had been avenged. 
The total casualties during the operations against Mooltan, from 
August 1848 to January 1849* amounted to 2 10 kilted {including 
9 British officers) and 983 wounded (including 55 British officers), 11 
After the battle of Chilianwala, Lord Gough remained encamped 
between the village of that name and Mujianvala, and awaited 
the fall of Mooltan. That event was followed immediately by the 
departure of General Whish w ith the Bengal Division, strengthened by 
one Bombay brigade, to join the Commander-in-Chief, On the 
night of the 1 itb February, before the arrival of these troops, Sher 
Singh, who had been reinforced by the army of Chattar Singh, his 
father, and by another under one of the sons of the Amir of Kabul 


• London Gantt*, 3/d April* 1849. 
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began moving away from Rasul; in the course of the next few days 
he had withdrawn the whole of his forces, and established himself 
in a position near the town of Gujerat. On the 14th the positional 
the Sikh army was ascertained, and on the following day Lord 
Gough marched from Chilianwala, and proceeding by way of 
Lasnria, Sadulapur, and K)mjah, he arrived on the iBth at Shadiwa), 
three miles from the Sikh position. At the-Same time a small force 
(the 53rd Foot, the 13th Native Infantry* and the nth and 13th 
Irregular Cavalry, with four gum) under Lieutenant-Colonel Byrne, of 
the 53rd, was serit to Wazirabad, to prevent the Sikhs crossing the 
Che nab and making for Lahore, as was reported to be their intention. 
The whole of the troops from Mooltan had joined thw main army by 
the 20th of February, and on the following day Lord Gough 
advanced to the attack. The Sikh position was about a mile south 
of Gujerat; their right was covered by the Pwara* a broad and dry 
sandy nala ; their left rested oaarivutet, called the Katda; and their 
, centre was formed behind the villages of Bara Kalra and Chota 
Kalra, Their numbers, including a body of r,goo Afghan horse, led 
by Akram Khanka son of the Amir Dost Mahommed Khan, were 
estimated at 60,000, with 59 guns, but this was probably somewhat 
above the true figure. Lord Gough's plan of attack was to 
assail the Sikh left and centre and drive them back on fheir right 
for which purpose he advanced his right and his heavy artillery, 
retaining Ills left wing to complete the discomfiture of the enemy, 
after the former had done their work. His troops were arranged as 
follow -The right, potccted by one troop of horse artillery and 
two brigades of cavalry— Lockwood's {the 14th Light Dragoons, 
the 1st Light Cavalry, and two risalahs each of the nth and 
' ufli Irregular Cavalry) and Hearsay's (3rd and 9th Irregular 
Cavalry),—was composed of the First (Whisb's) Division, in which* 
besides a troop of horse artillery and a company of pioneers, 
were comprised two brigades,— Hcrvc/s (Her Majesty's 10th 
Foot, and the 0 th and 53nd Native Infantry) and Markham's 
■ Her Majesty’s 32nd Foot,and the 51st and 72nd Native Infantry),—* 
the whole covered by two more troops cF horse artillery and one 
(Dawes 1 ) light field battefy, with two additional troops of horse 
artillery in reserve, On Whish's left was the Second (Gilbert's) Divi¬ 
sion, which included the brigades of Fenny (the 2nd Bengal 
European Regiment* and the 31st and 70th Native Infantry) and 
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Mountain (Her Majesty's 29th Foot, and the 30th and g6th Native 
Infantry)* Next to these were the heavy guns, eighteen in number, 
and then the Third (Campbell's) Division, composed of the brigades 1 
of Carnegy (Her Majest/e 34th Foot, and the 35th Native Infantry) 
and M'Leod (Her Majesty's 6rst Foot, and the 36th and $(>ih Native 
Infantry), supported by two light field batteries. On the extreme 
left was the Bombay brigade under Brigadier-Gene rat the Ilon'ble 
IF Dundas (the 60th Rifles, the m Bombay European Regiment and 
the 3rd and 19th Bombay Native Infantry), covered by a battery of 
horse artillery and supported by the 1st (White's) Brigade of Cavalry ! 
(Her Majesty's 3rd and 9th Light Dragoons, the Bth Light Cavalry, the 
Sindh Horse, and two troops of horse artillery). The reserve was 
composed of the 5th and 6th Light Cavalry, the 45th and 69th 
Native Infantry, and a Bombay light field battery* The battle com' 
me need at 7-30 a,ii, with a furious cannonade, which was kept 
up steadily for three hours; the Sikh guns replied as steadily, until, 
being overpowered by both number and weight of guns, the 
enemy were compelled to retire behind the line of the Kalra villages* 
The First and Second Divisions were now ordered to advance against 
the enemy's centre, and, though met by a determined and gallant 
resistance, in which they lost nearly 600 in killed and wounded, 
stormed the two villages, carried the position, and drove the Sikhs 
hack on to their second line* On the left, at the same time, Campbell ■ 
advanced with the Third Division and the Bombay brigade, and by 1 
skilful management of his light field batteries, which covered the 
advance of his infantry, with very trilling loss he forced his opponents 
to retire, and occupied their position without firing a musket shot. > 
The cavalry on the flanks had* in ihe meantime, been actively f 
engaged with the enemy’s horse, whom they had in every instance * 
put io flight: in particular on the left the Afghan horse and a body of 
Sikh cavalry were charged and routed with great loss by the Sindh 
Horse and a portion of the 9th Lancers* 

Driven back along their line, and with their retreat to the jhejum 
cut off by the British cavalry^ the Sikhs made yet one more bid 
for victory* Urged on by some of the principal chiefs, a large body 
of cavalry and infantry burst forward to assail the centre of the Bom* 
bay brigade; but the readiness of Campbell frustrated their efforts; 
with great promptitude he turned the fixe ot a light field battery on 
the flank of the advancing host, and with such effect that in a few 
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minutes the enemy were defeated and driven back with heavy toss* 
By one o'clock in the afternoon the Sikh position was entirely in 
the hands of Lord Gough's army, and the enemy, overthrown and 
routed in every direction, were in-full flight, hotly pressed by ;he 
British cavalry and horse artillery* Night alone terminated the 
pursuit at a distance of fifteen miles from the held of battle* 

Our losses in the battle of Gujerat were comparatively small, 
amounting to no more than 96 (Wtuditjg five British officers) 
killed, 706 (including 35 British officers)^wounded, and four miss¬ 
ing* Among the killed were Captain J* Anderson and Lieutenant 
E* W, Bay, Horse Artillery ; Lieutenant G. H. Sprot, 2nd Bengal 
European Regiment; and Lieutenant R* -Cox, and Subadar Raghu- 
nath Singh, 8th Native Infantry* Lieutenant B. > 1 , Hutchinson, 
Bengal Engineers, and Naib-Risaldar Mirza Kalin Beg, 3rd Irregu¬ 
lar Cavalry, died of their wounds* Of the loss of the Sikhs no 
estimate appears to have been made, but it was certainly very heavy, 
and they lost 56 out ol the 59 guns they had in their possession at 
Gujerat; of these 42 were captured in the action; the remaining '1 4 
were abandoned by them in their flight and subsequently brought in* 
Oa the day after the victory two columns were despatched to 
follow op the flying Sikhs,—one, under Campbell, which proceeded 
towards Bhimbar, returned in a few days without results beyond 
bringing in some of the guns abandoned by the flying enemy; the 
other, under Sir Walter Gilbert (consisting of two troops Of horse 
artillery, two light Geld batteries, four companies of foot artillery, 
four companies of sappers and pioneers, the 14th Light Dragoons, 
the 3rd, 9th, nth, 12th and 13th Irregular Cavalry, a detachment of 
the Sindh Horse, the 53rd, both and 6r sl Foot, the tst Bombay 
European Regiment, the and Bengal European Regiment, the 13th, 
2 and, 30th, 3ist, 56th and 70th Bengal Native Infantry, and the 3rd 
iand tgth Bombay Native Infantry), following closely on the enemy, 
pursued them with so much vigour that, on the 14th March, at 
Rawai Pindi, Sher Singh, Chattar Smgh, thirty-five lesser chiefs and 
the remains of the Sikh army laid down their arms before the Gen¬ 
eral,— 41 guns and 20,000 stand of aYms being surrendered on the 
occasion* It only remained to dispose of the Afghans, and Gilbert, 
continuing Ins pursuit, did not halt until he had driven them in 
headlong flight through the Khaibar Pass* 

Thus ended the second Sikh war, which* commencing with the 
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tmchtffous revolt of Mol raj, terminated with a great victory over one 
of the bravest 01 the peoples of India, gave a fine kingdom to the British 
Empire, ami some of the best of its soldiers to the Indian army. 

Lord Dalhousie and Lord Gough each obtained a step in the peer* 
age the armv re: ived the thanks of Parliament; a medal was issued 
inscribed with the word “ Punjab,” and with clasps for Mooltan, 
CmtUMWALA and GujeRat, and the same names were authorised to 
be borne on the colours of corps engaged in those actions. 

The conquest of the Punjab now brought us into contact with 
the warlike and serai-barbarous Pal ha n tribes on the north- west 
frontier of that province. The aggressions of these tribes led to 
repeated conflicts with, and expeditions against, them,-the first 
of these occurring in the very year of the conquest. The history of 
these "little wars” will, however.be more conveniently entered upon 
further on It is only necessary to record here, in connection with 
this matter, that a few months after the conquest a noteworthy 
addition was made (G. G. 0 ., dated the iSth May. 1849) the 
strength of the Bengal Army. This was a force consisting of five 
regiments of Punjab irregular cavalry and five o Punjab irregular 
infantry which were raised in the districts beyond the Sutlej for the 
protection of our new frontier on the north-west. About the same 
time the Sindh Camel Corps was transferred flora the Bombay Presi¬ 
dency and placed on the same frontier, and at a later period three 
light field batteries were also formed tor frontier service. e 
corps with the "Frontier Brigade" raised in 18+6-47 eventual 7 
SUd the “Punjab Fronts Fokcs” The good and gallant 
service rendered by these troops in many a fierce encounter on he 
hills of the frontier and on the plains of Hindustan shall be related 

The annexation of the Punjab led indirectly to a painful incident 
in the history of the Bengal Army. The corps located in that 
province had, as serving beyond the limits of the British dominions, 
seen, since the year 1846, in the enjoyment of extra aHowances on 
he scale formerly allowed to the troops in Sindh. W ith the con¬ 
gest and annexation, the grounds on which alone the extra allow* 
vnees had been conceded, ceased to exist, and accordingly a General 
Order ;G G 0 *, dated the z*;th October, 1849) ibsued notify- 
.1- that as the Punjab was now a British province, the foreign 
.'evice allowance would cease, except for the troops on the extreme 

* 











The Secml 
p i rntefle War, 


=• ■<* 


• " • v: .* "vmr »•;. v .if/ ,** .•• j 

THE SERVICES OF THE 



north-west frontier, to whom, as being practically on field service, 
they would for the present be continued. 

This announcement created profound discontent in the ranks of 
the corps serving in the Punjab, in many of which dangerous com¬ 
binations were formed to resist the order and refuse the tower rate 
of pay- Serious acts of insubordination and mutiny occurred in 
the 13th, the 22 nd, and the jand Native Infantry, which were visited 
with more or less severe punishment, but the worst case was that 
of the 66th Native Infantry, stationed in Fort Govmdgarh, Amritsar. 

So mutinous was the conduct of this regiment that Sir Charles 
Napier fell constrained to disband the corps at once, on his own 
authority, and without waiting for the sanction of the Government 
of India. This was done by G. 0 . C. C„ dated the 27th February, 
1850, which directed that the Native officers, non-commissioned 
officers and men of the regiment were to be marched to Umhalk 
and there discharged from the Company's service; that the colours 
of the regiment were to be delivered over to "the brave and 
loyal men of the Nasseri Gurkha Battalion/* and that the regimem 1 
was in future to be denominated “the 66th or Gurkha Regiment/ 3 
The commanding officer of the Nasseri Battalion was also directed to 
recruit that corps at once to its full strength in place of the men 
transferred to the 66th* 

tn the spring of 1850, a whig of the 10th Native Infantry, mid on- 
of the and Oudh Local InFantry, with two guns, were employed in 
putting down a rebellion in the district about twenty miles to the 
east of Lucknow, The principal occurrence connected with this 
affair was an attempt to take the fort of Bihta by storm on the 29th 
March, which was signally repulsed. Lieutenant E D. Elderton 
and 10 men of the iotli were killed on this occasion, and Jemadars 
Khakandi Singh and DhauUl Singh and 2? men wounded; in 
addition to this the 2nd Oudh Local Infantry sustained a loss of 7 
killed and 20 wounded. The fort was evacuated by the insurgent? 
the same night. 

The term of peace which succeeded the conquest of the Punja 
was not destined to last long: in the spring of 1852 it Was rude- 
and unexpectedly disturbed by the outbreak of a war with Burtm 
The lesson taught to the Court of Ava by the first war had soon been 
forgotten, arid overweening conceit and insolence, bred of barbarian 
ignorance, betrayed itself in purposeless aggression and insults similar 










to those which had occasioned the former-siruggle. British mer-j 
chants’ in Rangoon were wanton])' wronged and insulted, and a I 
demand Iroin the Indian Government for reparation was treated with, 
such contumely that at length, much against'his will, Lord Dalhousie 
was forced to have recourse to arms, as the only means of obtaining 
redress. Having once committed himself to a war, the Governor-! 

General took every precaution that the errors of llie former campaign' 
should not be repeated, and that the business should be of .u> short a 
duration as possible. The force detailed for the expedition was 
taken partly from Bengal and partly from V ,uf is, the former con¬ 
tributing three companies' t/ artillery and a brigade of infantry 
(under the command of Brigadier Warren) composed of the i8tb 
(Royal Irish) and 8olh Fool and the 40th Native Infantry, and the 
latter three companies of artillery, two companies of sappers, and a 
brigade of infamry, consisting of the 51st Foot and three regiments 
of native infantry. The 38th Native Infantry was also detailed for 
this sendee, but refused to embark. The command of the expedi¬ 
tion was conferred upon' Major-general H. Godwin, c.b„ who had 
served with Her Majesty’s 4 isi Foot in the former war. The land ! 
forces amounted to 5,800, and were escorted by a fleet of nineteen | 

steamships, cafrying 159 guns. 

General Godwin, with the Bengal brigade, reached the mouth Oi 
the Rangoon river on the znd April, 185*, sod dm same day a, 
st amer was sent up with a flag oi truce to enquire whether any 
communication had been received from the Court of Ava in reply , 
to the ultimatum of the Government of India; the flag, however, was , 
fired on from the stockades on the banks, and the last hope of a 
peaceful settlement was at an end. The Madras force not having 1 
arrived at the place of rendezvous, the General proceeded to Mettl- j 
mein in order to.make arrangements for the reduction of Martaban, 
situated on the opposite bank of the Salween River, where the Burmese C.ptMof 
had a considerable force. He arrived at Moulraein on the 4th, and 
tri the 5th. after the naval squadron had bombarded the works of 
Martaban for two hours, the troops (a wing each of the 18th and 
Roth Foot and the *6th Madras Native Infantry, with detachments of 
jicngni artillery and Madras sappers) were landed, and, after a sharp 
but ineffectual resistance from the Burmese, carried the place by I 
storm, with the trifling loss of eight men wounded. Leaving the. 

»6th Madras Ntitive infantry to hold Martaban, General Godwin, 

f z 









T&kiiif' of 

April iV'h. 


I 

Tim SERVICES CF THE 

with the rest of the troops returned to the mouth of the Irrawaddy 
on the Sth April, and the troops from Madras having now arrived, 
the expedition proceeded up the rivet: on the loth April. On tb" 
i ith the squadron arrived off Rangoon P and having been fired 
upon by the Burmese, replied with great power, completely silencing 
the enemy's batteries on the river, anci blowing up and destroying 
most of his stockades; at the same time a detachment was landed 
at Balia, opposite to Rangoon, which captured and destroyed the 
stockades on that side. On Monday, the 12th, the troops landed 
and marched at once against the enemy : s position ai the Shwe* 
dagon Pagoda; on the way, however, they were met with a heavy 
fire from a work known as the White House Stockade, in a very 
strong position and just in the way of their advance, which 
it was necessary to capture before further progress could be 
made. A battery of four guns was immediately opened upon the 
stockade, and when due effect had been produced, the place was 
carried by storm by four companies of the 51st Foot and a detach¬ 
ment of the Madras Sappers, though not without considerable loss. 
By this time, however, the troops were so exhausted by fatigue and by 
the intense heat of the sun (by which many, including Brigadier 
■ Warren, were struck down) that it was determined to halt and defer 
a further advance until the next day. On the following morning, 
however, it was found necessary to continue halted, and the day was 
occupied in bringing up the heavy guns and in further reconnoitring 
the enemy’s position, while the ships kept up an occasional fire on 
various stockades. On Wednesday, the 14th April, the troops were 
under arms at 5 a.m„ and advanced in a north-westerly direction 
thio ugh thick jungle to attack the Burmese in their position in and 
near the Shwedagon Pagoda, The enemy had assumed that our 
forces would advance by a road leading through the town to the 
southern face of the pagoda, and here every preparation had been 
i made to receive us, ihe defences being armed with nearly- one hundred 
j pieces of cannon of sorts and held by a garrison of at least io t oco men. 
The route taken, however, by General Godwin completely turned the 
Burmese position, and brought our troops opposite to the eastern face 
of the pagoda. After some delay, occasioned by the difficulty of bring¬ 
ing the heavy guns through the jungle and of finding a favourable 
position for placing them in battery, our artillery opened and made 
very effective practice on the pagoda and the town, notwithstanding a 
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galling fit o of guns and wall-pieces kept up by the enemy, which 
occasioned numerous casualties, At eleven o’ clock, a favourable 
opportunity presenting itself; General Godwin determined on an 
immediate assault. The storming party was composed of a wing 
of the Soth Foot, two companies of the Royal Irish, and two of the 
40th Bengal Native Infantry, the whole under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Code, of the Royal Irish, who was accompanied by Captain Latter, 
67th Native Infantry, to show the way. The advance to the pagoda 
was over a space of about 800 yards, which ihe troops crossed in 
the most steady manner and in beautiful order, notwithstanding a 
deadly fire under which many officers and men went down. When 
the steps of the pagoda were reached, the storming party made a 
gallant and determined rush, and with a the.ur carried the upper 
terraces, when the enemy gave way and fled in wild confusion 
through the southern and western gates, leaving the British forces In 
possession of the Shwedagon Pagoda and of ail Rangoon, Our 
casualties during these operations, from the 1 ith to the 14th of April, 
amounted in ail to 17 killed and i jt? wounded, of whom 4 killed and 
11 wounded were of ihe 40th Bengal Native Infantry* 

The taking of Rangoon was the only important operation of the 
first year of the war, but several smaller engagements took place. 
In April an attempt was made by the Burmese to retake Martaban, 
but this was easily repelled* In May some reinforcements, which 
included the 67th Bengal Native Infantry, were received; and on 
the 17th of the same month an expedition was despatched against 
Basse in, by which that port was captured on the iQtfc, ^iter a smart 
struggle in which we had 3 killed and 32 wounded* 1 his was fol¬ 
lowed on the 26th by another Burmese attempt on Martaban, which 
was repulsed after a sharp conflict in which we sustained a loss of 
14 killed and wounded* In June an expedition (one company each 
of the Soth Foot and the 67th Native Infantry, with some Madras 
sappers) was sent up the river, by water, against Pegu, from which 
place the enemy were driven with little lesson our side, but the place 
was not retained and the expedition returned to Rangoon, In July a 
naval expedition was sent up the Irrawaddy, as far as Promo, but no 
a* tack was made on that place until October, when it was captured 
w j t b the loss of one man killed and i t wounded* The final military 
operation of the year was an expedition to Pegu* prior to the despatch 
of which, however, considerable reinforcements had been sent from 
India, and the forces in Burma reorganised in two divisions- 
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The Bengal Division (G* G. O* No, 517 of 185^ was formed as 
fallows 

In Brigadier-Oerteral S\t John Che*pc. k.c.b* 

isi Brigade — Under Brigadier Rd^oldli iBth (Kuyai Irish) s—The iSth Fog?, 
» nd the 4>th and 67th Native Iniantry, 

Second Brigade —Undar Brigadier Dickinson, ioth Native Infancy -The 
Soth Foot, the rt th Native Infantry, and the 4th Sikh Local Infantry. 

Third Brigade ^UncW Brigadier Buish, 37th Native Infantry s—TV 1st 
Bengal European Fusiliers, the 37th Native Infantry, and the Regiment of 
Ludhiana. 

Of the above regiments the 4th Sikh Infantry, the 10th and 37th 
Native Infantry and the Ludhiana Regiment had volunteered for 
service in Burma, m had also the 3rd Sikh Infantry, the Ramgarh 
Light Infantry (with the cavalry and artillery attached to it), and the 
33rd Native Infantry, for which display of zeal and spirit the whole 
were complimented in G. G. O. No. 333 of 1S52. The Kamgarh 
Irregular Cavalry at a later period proceeded on service to Burma. 
The 371I1 Native Infantry and the Regiment of Ludhiana did not 
leave India. 

On the r 8th November General Godwin embarked at .Rangoon 
with a force of about r,ooo men, including 300 of the 1st Bengal 
FusilierSj for the purpose of reducing Pegu, and on the zrst the 
place was taken, with a loss on our side of 5 killed and 34 
wounded. Leaving there a garrison of 400 men, General Godwin 
returned to Rangoon, hut within a few days of his departure the 
enemy re-assembled in great numbers and closely besieged the place, 
and it became necessary to send up a force to relieve it, an attempt 
with the boats of the squadron having failed of success. The force 
(which embarked at Rangoon on the 1 nh December and^vas under 
Godwin's personal commandy consisted of 600 of the 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, 300 of the 4th Sikh Infantry, too of the roih Bengal Native 
Infantry, and 550 of the 1st Madras Fusiliers ; and it was followed, by 
land, by n column consisting of some Madras artillery and sappers, 
half a troop of the Ramgarh Irregular Cavalry, and a wingof the 67th 
Bengal Native Infantry. Godwin landed six miles below Pegu on the 
i4th, and on the same day drove off the besiegers without difficulty 
and relieved the garrison, which had been hard-pressed from the 5th 
to the 14th of December and bad sustained a loss of 5 killed and 
40 wounded. On the iSth General Godwin went in pursuit of 
the flying enemy in the direction of Shwe-gyecn, and twice cuoe 
up with bodies of them, but they dispersed and disappeared as 
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soon as the troops advanced to the attack, and within a week the 
failure of supplies compelled Godwin to retrace his steps to Pegu; 
and having left a larger garrison at this place, with the remainder 
of the force he returned to Rangoon, 

During this period a good deal of skirmishing had taken place at 
Promo and in the neighbourhood of that place* In one of these , 
affairs, at Akoktoung, on the J8th November, Captain Gardner and 
a havildar of the 40th Bengal Native Infantry were killed, and six 
sepoys were badly wounded in attempting to carry off the Captain's 
body. On the night of the 45 th December the Burmese made a daring 
attack on Prome, which was kept tip until daylight on the following , 
morning, and was eventually repelled with heavy loss to the enemy; I 
On the 6tH January, 1853, a very creditable affair occurred at 
Naraghain, on the Arakau-Burma frontier, when Captain Nuthall, 
wuh 150 of the Arakan Local Battalion, surprised and captured % 
Burmese stockade which guarded the Aeng Pass. 

About the middle of the a^me month a column, which included a 
wing of the 1 si Bengal Fusiliers, a wing of the 10th Bengal Native 
Infantry, ami a detachment of the Ramgarh Irregular Cavalry, 
was despatched from Martaban, under the command of Brigadier*; 
General Steele of the Madras Army, with the object of clearing the 
Sitang Valley of the enemy and penetrating to Tonghoo. On the 
: 3 th a skirmish took place at Gongoh, in which we had one man 
killed and seven wounded. No further opposition w u experienced, 1 
and on the 2and February the column reached Tonghoo, having , 
driven the enemy out of the whole country between that place and 


Martaban, 

On the 4th February a very unfortunate affair occurred in the ; 
jungles to the west of Donabyu, when a naval expedition, accom¬ 
panied by 300 of the 67th Native Infantry, was repul^d with heavy 
loss (15 killed and 73 wounded), in an attempt on the stronghold of 
a dacoit chief, named Myat-Toon. Captain Loch, C.B., Royal Navy, 
the leader of the expedition, and Captain Price, commanding the 
detachment of the 6yih, were both mortally wounded, and the 6;th 
sustained a further loss of 5 men killed and 18 wounded. The 
steady gallantry with which the grenadiers and No, s Company of 
the 67th, forming the rear-guard, covered the retreat of tlie detach¬ 
ment won well-merited praise. 
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wf 3 £ut ,0 Myit-' 1 consequence of this repulse it became necessary to send a 

considerably larger force against Mvat-Toon, It was commanded 
by Brigadier-General Sir John Cheape, x*c.b., and consisted of 200 
of the iSth, zoo of the 51st, and 130 of the Soth Foot; about 370 
of the 67th Native Infantry ; 200 of the 4th Sikh Local Infantry; 
; about 70 sappers, and some guns. After making an ineffectual 
attempt to reach Myat-Tdon's stronghold from Henzada, Sir John 
Lhcape brought his force down to Donabyu, whence a fresh departure 
was made on the 7th March* From that date there was continual 
jungle fighting, until finally Myat-Tooafs principal stronghold, at 
i Nayoung-goun-lya, was carried by storm on the 19th, and his whole 
force beaten and dispersed* The gallantry of Lieutenant Johnson * 
and the detachment of the 4th Sikh Infantry in the storming of 
the enemy's position was specially mentioned in Sir John Cheapens 
despatch. Our loss during these operations amounted to 22 killed 
(including two British officers) and 108 wounded (including 12 
British officers), the share of the 67th being 2 killed and 9 wounded* 
and of the 4th Sikh Infantry 7 killed and 23 wounded r amongst the 
I killed were Ensign Boileau of the 67th, and Jemadar Mir Muhammad 
Khan of the 4U1 Sikh Infantry* 

* is ^' These were the last operations of any importance* In June, 1853, 

peace was concluded with the King of Burma, the province of Pegu 
haying, in the previous December, been formally annexed to the 
| British dominions, But notwithstanding the conclusion of peace, 

1 was niany months before the various bands of Burmese soldiery 
were finally driven out of the province ; many small skirmishes took 
I f yacCr eVe11 up to the sprmg of 1^54, and several valuable lives were 
lost before real pacification was effected !} amongst others, Capfarn 
Parry, Commandant of the Arakan Battalion* was mortally wounded 
in an affair near Promo, in December, 1853. 

1 he corps engaged in the campaign, including those employed 
on the Arakan-Pega frontier and at Motilmein, were subsequently 
(iu i^55) authorised to inscribe the word u Pkgu^ on their colours 
and appointments, and a medal (afterwards, under the designation 
I of the H India Medal of 1S54 adopted as the decoration for opera* 

* Now General Sir Allen flayed Johnson, a C*b*—P, 

* 1 he Laid>hir ,.nd cipmute of thft campaign in Burma shortly proved fatal 
j to the Commander of the lurces, Major djcaer&i Sir Henry Godwin, k.c.b., *ht> died 

at Simla on the i6tb October, 1853.-p. 
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ijons in India generally) and six months' batta were granted to all 

ra,i The narrative of our numerous expeditions on the North-West 1 #*%*>». f 
Frontier of the Punjab may now conveniently be taken up. Wett F.ontUt, 

After the annexation of the Punjab the people of Swat uniformly 
Proved themselves bad neighbours, and it was against them that j 
the first of our frontier expeditions had to be directed. 1 his took j 
place in December, 1S49, when a force under Lieut. nant-Colonel The Sw.uu. 
Bradshaw, c.*„ moved out from Peshawar to coerce certain 
t$f;actorv Swaii villages in the Sam Baiaai district in . usa.zai, lw 
Eorce was composed of a troop of horse artillery, a company of 
sappers and miuers, the 13th Irregular Cavalry, detachments of the 
60th and 61 st Foot, the jrd Bombay Native infantry, and detachments 
of the Corps of Guides and the 1st Punjab Infantry. Sharp fighting , 
took place at Sanghao, Pallt, Zurmandai and Sher Khana on the 
uth and 14th, ending in the complete defeat of the enemy and cf 
their allies from Upper Swat. Our losses were 7 killed and 40, 
including two British officers, wounded; amongst the former was 
Ressaidar Pahlwan Khan of the Guides Cavalry, 

The next of those expeditions was directed against the Adam 
Khel Afridis, who had, on the and February, 1850, attacked and 
cut up a party of sappers employed in constructing a road in the 
Kohat Pass. The Commander-In-Chief, Sir Charles Napier, who 
was in Peshawar at the time, at once issued orders for a force, under 
the command of Brigadier-General Sir Colin Campbell, to move 
through the pass, and punish the perpetrators of this outrage, 
and accordingly on the Uth February, Sir Colin marched from Pcsha- 
wiu with & troop of horse artillery, two 5$"mortars, two companies 
each of the 60th, Gist, and 98th Foot, the 15th Irregular Cavalry and 
the 1st Punjab Cavalry, the 23rd and 31st Native Infantry, the 1st 
Punjab Infantry, and a detachment of the Corps of Guides. The 
forte, which was accompanied by Sir Charles Napier in person, 
entered the pass on the rath, and during its progress through to the 
Kohat Kola! it met with continuous and determined opposition; the 
enemy were, however, dislodged successively from all their positions, 
and the villages concerned in the massacre of the sappers were 
taken and destroyed. The Kohat Kota! was reached on the 1 nh, and 
on the morning of the uth a severe engagement took place on the 
heights above the camp, in the course of which a company of the 
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31st Native Infantry was very roughly handled and sustained 
considerable loss, Ensign Sitwell and Jemadar Dunia Singh being 
amongst the killed. On the 13th, the two Punjab regiments having 
been sent into Kohat, the force began its return march to Peshawar, 
which it reached on the 14th, having experienced throughout the 
same determined opposition as had marked its advance. The 
casualties during the expedition amounted to 20 killed and 74 
wounded, further fighting took place during the following month, 
in the neighbourhood of the Kohat Kotal, in which the ist Punjab 
Infantry, under Captain Coke, distinguished themselves; and it wll 
some time before even a semblance of peace on that part of the 
frontier was restored. 

In October, 1851, a small expedition, under the command of 
Captain Coke, was sent into the Miranzai Valley, to reduce some 
refractory villages to order, which was effected after a little skir¬ 
mishing, 

Io punish numerous raids and more or less serious attacks 
on British villages, a force, commanded by Sir Colin Camp¬ 
bell, was sent from Peshawar against the Mohm&nds in October, 
1851. Tt was composed of a field battery, two companies each 
of the 6 3st and 981b Foot, the 2nd Irregular Cavalry, a company 
of sappers and miners, the 66th (Gurkhas) and a wing of the yist 
Native Infantry, and a detachment of the Guides Infantry. The 
operations began on the 25th October, and continued until February 
of the following year ; from time to time trifling skirmishes occurred 
at Banda, Matta, and other places, but little opposition was met 
with, and few casualties occurred. The and Irregular Cavalry lost 
a few men, and Lieutenant Roulnois, of the Engineers, was shot dead 
{"15th January, 1853) by a party of the enemy, one of whose 
towers he h*d incautiously approached. During this expedition the 
Mtchni valley was occupied and a fort erected at that place. 

In March 1852, the Mohmands mustered in considerable force 
and, coming dee of the hills, attempted an attack on the forts 
built on the lands from which they had been expelled. They were 
first encountered in a skirmish near Shabkadar, when the misbeha¬ 
viour of a half troop of the 7th Light Cavalry marred what might 
otherwise have proved a decisive success. On the 15th April the 
Mohmands again issued from the hills to the number of at least 6,oco 
men ; they were attacked at Fanjpao by Sir Colin Campbell with 
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*) borss artillery guns and detachments of the 7th Light Cavalry, 
15th Irregular Cavalry, and 29th and 71st Native Infantry, The 
action was, on our part, can fined to artillery fire, but so effective 
was this, that the Mobmands were completely dispersed, with a 
trilling loss on our side of two killed and eight wounded. 

In March, 1852, it became* necessary 10 send an expedition 
to coerce the Ranizuis, one of the Swat clans, who bad been 
guilty of an entirely unprovoked attack on a British detachment 
at Qnjar-Gurhh Tlie^force employed was finder the command 
of Brigadier-General Sir Cohn Campbell and was composed of 
a troop of horse artillery, the 15th Irregular Cavalry, the 32nd 
Foot, a wing of the 29th and the whole of the 6MI1 (Gurkha) Native 
Infantry, On this occasion no fighting occurred, and a fine having 
been imposed on the Ranizais, the force, having traversed their 
country, returned to Peshawar tpWards the end of the month. 
Before two months had elapsed, however, it became necessary to 
resuipe hostilities, the Ramzans having refused to pay the fme 
imposed upon them. Accordingly, on the, 15th May Sir Colin 
Campbell again look the field with a force composed of one troop 
of horse artillery* two guns of a light field battery, the jand 
Foot, the and Xrregiriaf Cavalry, the Guides Cavalry and the isi 
Punjab Cavalry, a company of uppers, the 28th and 66th (Gurkha) 
Native Infantry, the Guides Infantry, and the 1st Punjab Infantry; 
s Hid on the 1 Sih he totally routed the Ran&ais in a sharp action 
near the village ofSkakct, which was taken and destroyed* The 
Ramzais, who brought 4,500 men into he field, suffered severely, 
while the loss on our side was only 11 killed and 29 wounded. Ihe 
operations were continued up to the 24th May, and a number 
of other villages having been destroyed, the force was withdrawn 
to Peshawar. 

To puiiish a raid in which the fahsitdar of Hashtnagar was killed, 
a punitive expedition, under the command of Sir Colin Campbell, was 
sent against the Utman Khel tribe in May, 1852, It con sis ted of a 
troop of horse vrtiilery,*a detachment of field artillery, 300 of the 
32nd Foot, one squadron of the and Irregular Cavalry, one squadron 
of the Guides Cavalry, two squadrons of the isi Punjab Cavalry, one 
company Of sappers, 300 each of the 28th and 66th (Gurkha) Native 
Infantry, the Guides Infantry* and the 1st Punjab Infantry. The first 
operation was the destruction of the Nawsdan villages, which was 
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1 effected on May nth, with the loss of a few men wounded, and on ihe 
13th die village of Fran garb was attacked and earned, after a 
gallant defence by the enemy, who stood their ground to the last 
though exposed to the fire of ten pieces of artillery. Our loss during 
the expedition amounted to 3 killed and 15 wounded. 


Tlie WfiTirhi 
D(®cnibtr ( 


The Umarzai Waziriswere, for several years after the annexation, 
one of the most troublesome of the border tribes. During the years 
1849-50- 1-53 they were guilty of repeated raids info the Bannu 
district, until at fast it became necessary to indict punishment. In 
December, 1^52, an expedition against them was organised by Major 
John Nicholson, who, observing the utmost secrecy in all his prepara¬ 
tions, divided his force (40 sabres of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, and 
50 of the mounted police, two companies of the ist Punjab Infantry, 
the and Punjab Infantry, four companies of the 4th Punjab Infantry, 
and the bth Punjab Police Battalion) into three columns, which 


made a simultaneous entry into the Wazlri country at three different 
points, took the tribesmen completely by surprise, and destroyed 
several villages almost without opposition. This success was, 

, however, considerably discounted by 23 men of the 4th Punjab 
Infantry, who had fallen out, or remained straggling behind the 
column, being cut off by the enemy. * 

SlJ The a £B r<tssions of the Hass&nzais of the Black Mountain, and 
uti^a§*ST murder by them of two officials of the Customs Department, 
rendered it necessary to send an expedition against them in 
December, 18f 2. The troops employed were under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Mackeson, c*s +t Commissioner of Peshawar, 
and included a troop of horse artillery and the Mountain Train 
| Battery 1* the i6lh Irregular Cavalry* a company of sappers, the 3rd 
Native Infantry, the Regimentcf KalaM-G hi 1 a£ the Corps of Guides, 
nnd the tst Sikh Infantry, with some police and levies. On the 29th 
Decemb r, the force advanced in three columns, two of which 
entered the Hassanmi country by a trying and difficult march over 
the heights of the Black Mountain. Some strong positions were 
held by the enemy on the upper spurs of the mountain, but they 
uere carried without much resistance; and indeed the winter cold of 
those high altitudes was a more serious inconvenience than the 
opposition of the tribesmen. A number of villages were destroyed, 
and the force returned across the frontier on the 2nd January, 
1853, having sustained a loss of 5 kitted audio wounded, among 


* Now No, 4 (Hazara) Mountain Battery.**?, 
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the former of whom were Subrtdar Shukar Khan and Jemadar Jhnr 


Singh, of the Corps o£ Guides. , .. 

This expedition was followed by an attack on Kotla, a small 
fort in the Amb territory, on the right bank of the Indus, which hao 1 
been seized hr the Hindustani fanatics, and whose inhabitants had 
aided the Hassanzais in 'heir aggressions. Tne troops employed 
included two guns of a mountain battery and the lit and 3rd .Sikh 
Infantry ; they crossed the Indus on the 6th January, 1853, but the 
Hindustanis did not wait for them, having fled from the fort without 
.Vine a shot on the first appearance of danger. 

In the spring of 1853 it became necessary to take measures for 
-he punishment of the Shi ranis, a Palhan tribe occupying the prin¬ 
cipal pan of the TakhU-Sulintan, who had long been the terror of 
th“ Dera Ismail Khan border, and who had lately Riled up the 
measure of their offences (raids and outrages without number) by 
attacking a reconnoitring party from the Draband out-post. On 
Ih-l occasion (14th March. .853) met with a total dcteat from 
the troops tit Driband (detachments of the 5* Punjab Cavalry and 
the Sindh Camel Corps), with a loss on our side of 5 killed and 17 
(including two British officers) wounded, and immediately after a 
force was assembled to move into the Shirani country and inflict 
condign punishment for the frequent violations of our term01 y. The 
force (which was under the command of Brigadier Hodgson and 
consisted of No. a Punjab Light Field Battery,* a squadron of the 5th 
Punjab Cavalry, a wing each of the r»t and 3rd Punjab Infantry, the 
Sindh Camel Corps, and two police battalions) entered the enemy s 
couutrv by the Shekh Haidar Pass on the 31st March and occupied 
Drazand the same day. During the next three days the troops 
moved over various parts of the Shirani country, destroying the 
villages of the offending tribesmen without encountering any npposi- 
riou worthy of the name, and on the 3rd April returned to British 
territory by the Dr band pass, having fully accomplished the objects j 
c>{ the expedition without the loss of a man. 

On the return of the troops from the Shirani hills. Brigadier Hodg 
son with a small force (a detachment of the 4th Punjab Cavalry, 
the'ist Punjab Infantry, and the 6th Punjab Police Battalion) 
proceeded to chastise the Kasranis, a tribe which had been distin¬ 
guishing itself for some years by a series of audacious raids and 
depredations on the Dera Ghazi Khan border. The fo rce entered 



Shifts, 18 §I* 


| K Iranis, 


How No, t ^Kohafc) Mountain Battery.—P, 












The Jow&ki 
AfVfcus, 
Wove mb/? r. 


<% 3 - 


MCthtaftr.dE, 

t%*S 3 . 


V ’ 

THE SERVICES OF THE 

j tto Kasrani country on the 12th April, captured and destroyed the 
stockaded village of Ban after some fighting, and returned to British 
territory the same day, having sustained a loss of one man killed and 
ten wounded. 

Repeated raids and outrages in the Peshawar District committed 
by the Jowaki Afridis of the Bort valley rendered the punishment 
of this clan necessary, and accordingly, m November, 1853, Colonel 
5 , B* Boileau, 22nd Pool, was sent into the valley with a force 
consisting of a Mountain Train Battery/ a squadron of the 7th 
Irregular Cavalry, a wing of the 22nd Foot* two companies of 
the 20th and a wing of the 66th (Gurkha) Native Infantry, and 
the Infantry of the Corps of Guides. Entering the valley by the 
Sarg&sha Pass, Colonel Boileau drove Lhe enemy from their villages, 
which were then destroyed, while detachments of the Guides and 
Gurkhas, gallantly crowning the neighbouring heights, kept the 
Afridis at bay while the operations in the valley were completed, and 
[afterwards* in the evening, covered the retirement through the 
, Taruni pass. The steadiness and gallantry of both these corps, 
the former led by their intrepid Commandant, Lieutenant Hodson, 

! and the latter by Captains Garstin and Ross, were the admiration of 
the whole force; indeed,the names of Hodsoa and the Guides arc 
foremost in the official reports of the many frontier expeditions in 
| which they were at this time engaged. The loss of Colonel Boilean’s 
1 force was 8 killed and 31 wounded. 

In the autumn of 1854 it was Found necessary to send m expedi- 
• don against the Michni Mohmands, to punish them for incursions 
into British territory, to collect the annual tribute, which was long 
over -due and to take measures to secure the peace of the border bv 
the destruction of the three lawless villages of P&bb, Sadia, and Shah 
Mansur KheL The troops detailed for this work were under the 
-command of Colonel S.J. Cotton, and included two horse artillery 
guns, the Mountain Train Battery/ a troop of the 10th Light 
iavalry, a squadron of the i^t Irregular Cavalry, two companies 
of the 22nd Foot, a company of sappers, three companies of the i$l 
and a wing of the 9th Native Infantry., and a wing of the 1st Sikh 
Infantry. At daylight, on the 31 st August, the force moved up against 
1 Shah Mansur Khel in two columns: the Mohmands were in some 
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force, and made a considerable resistance, but'dter a sharp conflict 
the village was captured and destroyed and the enemy driven from 
the position they had taken up, with a loss on our side of one man 
killed and two British officers and 14 men wounded, On the 2 nd 
September Thbb and Sadin were also destroyed, and the force then 
reamed to Peshawar, 

Notwithstanding the destruction of these strongholds. Mob maud 
incursions still continued, and in March, 1855, a larger party than 
usual, numbering about 300, came down on a plundering expedition. 
They were encountered between Shabkadar and Abazai by a. small 
force under Major Gordon, tst Sikh Infantry, and dispersed, with a 
loss on our side of Ensign Bradford, 62nd Native Infantry, and 
four sepoys wounded. Later in the year two other slight affairs 
with Mohmand raiders took place in the m mu neighbourhood. 

During the early part of 1855, the section of the 

Aka Khel Afridis were guilty of numerous raids into British territory* 
Many skirmishes to ok place between our troops and these marauders, 
until at last it was found necessary to send an expedition against 
them, to drivn them entirely out of the low hills from which they 
emerged on their plundering expeditions. The force detailed for this 
service was commanded by Lieutenant-Col one l J. H. Craigie, 20 th 
Native Infantry, and consisted of the Peshawar Mountain Battery, two 
troops of the r6th Irregular Cavalry, a detachment of the 4th Native 
Infantry, and the 9th and 20th Native Infantry, The movement took 
place on the 27th March, and the enemy* to the number of a thou- 
3gL&d fighting men, strongly posted near the villages oi A lam Kjlliand 
Mir Kill!, and occupying the heights in the neighbourhood, hotly dis- ' 
puled the advance of the column, and inflicted some loss on the British » 
force. The sepoys, however, behaved with the greatest gallantry, J 
.tnd the hostile villages having been taken and destroyed, and their | 
occupants driven some distance into the hills, the troops retired, 
having Tost in the engagement 9 men killed and one British officer, 
one Native officer and 23 men wounded. 

On the Kohat border the Miranzai villages were from the first 
hostile to the English, and thk small expedition of October. 1851, did 
not effect “much towards‘settling affairs. The Miranzai valley was in 
a very unsettled state for years, anti at length, in April, 1855, an 
expedition had to be sent from Kohat, under Brigadier Chamberlain, 
to iOitie tbe country and to enforce the payment of the revenue. 
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It consisted of the isi and 3rd Punjab Light Field Batteries, the 4th 
Punjab Cavalry, a detachment of sappers, a wing of the 66th (Gur¬ 
kha) Native Infantry, the rst and 3rd Punjab Infantry, and the Sindh 
Rifle Corps. The expedition was at first met by no overt acts of 
hostility, except that shots were constantly fired into the campet night. 
However, on the 30th of April, the picquets round the catnp were 
attacked by about 1*300 g/iazis* The troops on picquet duty, consist¬ 
ing of about 130 of the 4th Punjab Cavalry and 350 of the ist 
Punjab Infantry, repulsed the attack, and, following the enemy into 
vhe hills, drove them from every position they took up. The con¬ 
duct oi the troops was especially admirable, because they were fight¬ 
ing, so to speak, against their own religion, many of the ghmis 
being fellow -tribesmen, and even near relations, of the soldiers* The 
loss of the enemy considerable; that of the British force was 
I only 14 wounded. The troops returned to Kohat on die 3 ist May, 
Ir. August 1855, an expedition was despatched against the Rubia 
I Khel Urakzais, who had taken part against us in the hostilities in the 
Miranzai country, and had since been concerned in numerous daring 
raids into the Kobat district. The force employed was composed 
of the Peshawar Mountain Battery, No* 3 Punjab Light Field Battery, 
the 4th Punjab Cavalry, and the ist, and, and 3rd Punjab Infantry, 
and was commanded by Brigadier Chamberlain, An advance was 
mode from Hangu on ihe night of the ist September, and early in 
the morning on the 2nd simultaneous attacks were made on Sangar, 

• Nasin and Katsah, three villages on the Samana range of hills 
which haa been most concerned in depredations in British territory, 
and of which the malik$ were notorious freebooters : the arrangements 
were admirably carried out and the attacks perfectly successful; but 
i m the troops beginning to retire, after the destruction of the village, 
a sudden rush of the enemy cut off a party of the 2nd Punjab In- 
I fantry, of whom a native doctor and seven men were killed. The 
total losses of the day were ri killed and 4 wounded* 

In October, 1856, it became necessary to send another expedition 
into Miranzai, to punish the Tuns, who had been guilty of many 
raids into British territory, and the Zaimukhts f who had been encroach* 
i ing in the Miranzai Valley and had taken possession of Torav m t 
i which 1 ad now, under their auspices, become a place of refuge for all 
the mi: . etlaneous scoun dreiism of the border* The force employed 
was under the command of Brigadier Chamberlain and consisted 
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(besides detachments of the Punjab Mountain Train Battery, No, i 
Punjab Light Field Battery, and the is! Punjab Cavalry) of No, 3 
Punjab Light Field Battery, the 4th Punjab Cavalry, a company of 
sappers and miners, the 66th (Gurkha) Native Infantry, and the 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, 5th, and 6lh Punjab Infantry. Chamberlain moved from 
Kolmt on the 21st October, and on the morning of the 25th completely 
surprised Toruwari, the people of which, after som-i firing, wbrecora- 
polled to lay down their arms and surrender a number of criminals 
whom they were harbouring- On the 4th November the force moved 
into the Kuram Valley, for the purpose of deaL.ig with the Tam, 
and reached Kurarn Fort on the n th, when a settlement with the 
Tujis was effected l and after the Paiwar Pass hu.d been visited the 
force returned to Thai arriving 'here on the sBih, In December a 
detachment w38 employed in punishing the Miami branch or the Kabul 
Khel Waztris, who had murdered some followers of the force. The 
force returned to Kohat towards the end of December, 

One more frontier expedition re mams to be related in this chapter* 
This, which was also led by Brigadier Chamberlain, took place in 
March 1857 and was directed against the Bozdars,a tribe of the Dera 
Chari Khari border, who had during the preceding seven years been 
guilty of a most audacious series of forays into British territory. The 
force detailed for these operations was composed of Nos. r, a, and 3 
Punjab light Field Batteries, detach merits of the 2nd and 3rd Punjab 
Cavalry* a company of Punjab sappers, a wing each of the 1 st and 
3rd Sikh Infantry, and the rsl and, and 4th Punjab Infautry, and was 
assembled at Taunsa, near Mangrotha, on the %ih of that months 
Marching thence on the morning of the 6th the troops entered the 
Bozdar country by the Sangarh Pass at daybreak, and encamped at 
Deriachi Kach* That afternoon the enemy's position was recon¬ 
noitred, and on the following morning the troops advanced to the 
attach. Within the pass at the Khan Band defile, the enemy had taken 
up an exceedingly strong position, which, in former years, they had | 
successfully held agams. large Sikh armies, but by skilful management, 
aided by the gallant behaviour of the troops, Chamberlain succeeded 
iniorcing the position after a sharp engagement, in which he lost 
five men killed, and one British officer, three native officers, and 45 
men wounded. The Bozdars fled, and thereafter made no resistance 
daring the fortnight that the force remained in their country 
During that fortnight die country was traversed in various directions, 
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md the villages of the offending tribesmen destroyed. Eventually 
the Bozd&rs tendered their submission and the troops were withdrawn, 
reaching Mangrotha on the 23 rd March. 

By G, G, O* No. K12 of iStfQ the India medal, with a clasp in¬ 
scribed “ Nprth-West Frontiek, ” was granted to all survivors of the 
troops engaged.in the following of the above operations:— 


Expedition to Yusafjaj I 

tha bnhai Swatis. * p 1849 ! 

Expedition against the KoHat 
Pms Atriduj „ . 1850 

Expedition again&t the Utman 
Khda , * , ,1852 

Expedition against the Raimai 
Swatis . 1853 

Opeiffltioo against tbe Mohmands 1852 
Expedition against the Hasa.fi- 
xais of the Black Mountain * 1853-53 


Expedition against the Kastaus 
and Shiiaais . P p 1S53 
Expedition against tbe Jowaki 
A f rid is of Bori , * 1853 

Expedition to Shah Mansur 
Khet against tbe Moltitunds. 1854 
Expedition against the Bast] 

Khd Aka*Khcl Alridis . . 1855 

Expedition to the Miranx&i 

Valley * . . . 1S55 

E xpedition to the Bosdar f i ills, 1 g 5; 


in the middle of 1855. serious disturbances broke out amongst 
I the wild tribes of the Santhal Parganas, For a short time the 
i whole country was in the hands of the insurgents, and it became 
j necessary to place a considerable force in the field to repress 
. the outbreak. The troops employed on this service were under 
the command of Major-General UoycL c,B. f and Brigadier Bird, 
and comprised the following corps The Governor-General's 
Body-Guard; the 2nd and 1 ith Irregular Cavalry; the Ramgarh 
Irregular Cavalry; a detachment of the 2nd Native Infantry; the 
right wing of the yth, the 13th, the 31st, a detachment of the 
37th. the 40th, the 42nd, the right wing of the 50th, the 56th 
and the 63rd Native Infantry; the Bhagalpur Hill Rangers; and 
a detachment of the Shekhawati Battalion. Some desultory fighting 
took place, and on One occasion (at Nagor on the 37th July 1 the 
Samhals succeeded in surrounding and cutting off a detachment 
of the 56th Native Infantry, killing Lieutenant Toulmm, who coni- 
manded, and about 20 men, and wounding 15 others. As a rule, 
j however, the enemy were unable 10 stand their ground against 
even ver} small detachments, and eventually the leaders of the 
! insurrection were captured, and the disturbance put down. The 
field force was broken up by G» G. 0 ., dated 2nd January ickfi, 
except one brigade which remained in the country for another year. 
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The long continued mis-govemment of Gudh, and the hopeless 
anarchy resulting therefrom, led* in February 1856, to the deposi¬ 
tion of the king and the annexation of his kingdom to the British 
dominions in the East. In support of the decree of annexation a 
small force (three light field batteries, the 1st Light Cavalry, the 
5th and 15th Irregular Cavalry, the 52nd Foot, and the zand, 38th, 
4 1 st p 4$th, 52nd and 73rd Native Infantry), under the command of 
Brigadier Wheler, was despatched from Cawnpare on the 1st of 
February and marched on Lucknow, which place was reached a 
few days later. No resistance was made by the king or his ad¬ 
herents, and within a few months the country had settled down 
to a condition of peace and security to which it had been a stranger 
for more than half a century. 

This cliapter may now he closed with a summary of such of the 
more important changes in the strength and internal economy of the 
Bengal Army, between the ■ ears 1848 and 1857, as have not already 
been noticed. 


In the regular army, no augmentations or reductions took place 
in these years, except those consequent on the cessation or ihe 
renewal of war, and the only change was that the nth Light 
Cavalry, raised in place of the old 2nd, which was disbanded 
for misbehaviour in Afghanistan, was, in 1850 (G. O. G 24th 1 
May), in recognition of the gallantry it had displayed before Med¬ 
ian on the 7th November 1848, appointed to fill the vacant number, 
and was designated '* the and Regiment of Light Cavalry . 1tf 

The foundation of the Punjab Frontier Force, in the raising, in 
1846, of theFrontier Brigade, 1 ' and in 1849 of five regiments of 
Punjab cavalry and five of Punjab infantry, has already been 
referred to. The force was remodelled in 1851 (G, G, 0 ., 25th 
February)* when its strength was fixed at three light field batteries, 
five regiments of cavalry, and five of infantry-, and it was designated 
4 * the Punjab Irregular Force." In 1853 (G. G, (X No, 776, dated 
37th September) the Sindh Camel Corps was re-organised 4t as a 
light infantry regiment, a/tned with rifles," and incorporated in the 
Punjab Irregular Force as the 11 6th Regiment or Sindh Rifie 
Corps," and by G, G, 0 , No. 1042, dated the 4th August *856; it 
was designated the <( 6th Punjab Infantry," 

In 18541 the Nizam's disciplined force, which had been in existence 
for more than half a century and at one time bore a high reputation 
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as “ the Russell Brigade,” was tc- organized and stvled the “ Hyder¬ 
abad Contingent,” and, after forty years of honourable service, it still 
exists under this designation, _ 

Two other additions were made to the Indian forces at this period* 
and entered in the Bengal Army List, though neither was distinctly 
part of (he Bengal Army ; the first of these was the formation (G.G.O. 
No. 916 Of 1854) of the “ Nagpur Irregular Force,” consisting of 
one field battery, one regiment of irregular cavalry, and three regi¬ 
ments of infantry. The second was the raising, after the annexation 
of Gudh, of the " Ouclh Irregular Force,” consisting of three light 
field batteries, three regiments of cavalry and ten regiments of 
infantry, in which last were included the existing rsl and 2nd 
Oudh Local Infantry, Of these forces, the former survived 
the troubles of 1857, but vras afterwards broken up: the latter was 
swept away in the torrent of the mutitiy and disappeared within 
eighteen months of its formation. 

Finally, in 1856, a Sikh corps, destined to gain tame and glory- 
in the troublous times that were at hand, was raised for civil duties. 
Thh- was the 1st Bengal Military Police Battalion, raised by Cap¬ 
tain Rattray for service in Lhe Santhal districts, and now known 
as the 45th Bengal Infantry, or “ Rattray’s Sikhs.” 

Some few interior changes and reforms ate worthy of notice. In 
184b (G, 0 . G. G., 7th October) the remount depbt was removed 
from Muttra to Kama! and its establishment remodelled ; it was now 
to consist of— 


i Superintendent, 

1 Assistant Sup«rinte client: 
1 Ming Master, 


t AaaUtant Ridin g M a.<e r. 

2 Of ill tlavi liinrii. 

3 Drill Naiks. 


50 Roush Riders. 


A General Order, dated 20th May 1S47. directs a further experi¬ 
ment to be made in the use of geldings in native cavalry ; a similar 
trial had been made between 1817 and i&so, apparently with unsatis¬ 
factory results. The G. G. C. C, under notice directs that the nth 
Light Cavalry u be mounted entirely on geldings* in order that the 
long-contested question of their inferiority or otherwise to entire 
horses may be set at rest.” The regiment was to be mounted* as far 
as possible, by exchanges with other corps, and to be completed by 
geldings five years old selected from the Government stud by a com¬ 
mittee- In 1S49 it was ordered that (f the experiment m the rith 









Light Cavalry having proved satisfactory, the i oih Light Cavalry is 
also to be mounted on geldings. M 

Amongst other minor orders, G- G.O,No, 49S of 1851 directs that 
Wurdi-Majors of Irregular Cavalry shall rank with Ressaidars. 

in dress and equipment several small changes were introduced in 
both cavalry and infantry as, for instance, the substitution of doth 
overalls in regular cavalry for the old leather breeches which since 
the beginning of the century, had been a characteristic feature of Ben¬ 
gal cavalry and horse artillery (G- G, 0 , No. 57 1847); the in¬ 

troduction of a fur busby for light cavalry and Kilmarnock caps for 
infantry, the htier of which was a most popular head-dress amongst 
the sepoys, principally on account of its durability*—to which ;he 
commanding officer of one regiment rather quaintly testifies in writing 
the records of his corps, when, on the abolition of the Kilmarnock 
cap, in 1861, he remarks that many were still in wear in the regi¬ 
ment which had been issued on their introduction in 1847- 

The irregular cavalry at this period, which seems 011 the whole to , hrtrjUr 
have shared with the horse artillery the distinction of being the most [ 
efficient sendee of the native army, was not free from the abuses so 
prevalent elsewhere. For example, the zemindar class, of whom it 
was principally composed » finding R20 a month insufficient, strove to 
make money by an abuse of the bargir system. The asami (literally 
i* berth ,f or “billet T# ) in an irregular cavalry regiment was regarded < 
as a man's property* as much as his house ana land, and could on his | 
retirement 1 t om active service be farmed out by him to the highest 
bidder (subject to the approval of the commandant), until such time \ 

03 he had a s m or a nephew 0! an age to put into the place. 

The dress of the irregular cavalry at this time consisted of a 
yellow, green, or scarlet alkhalak tight pantaloons coloured with Moot- 
iani matti T in imitation of the leather breeches of the regulars, and 
jack boots. Two regiments—the 1st and 4th—wore a polished steel 
iawahy or helmet, circular at the lop. 

An order of considerable interest at the time was published on the 
14th April 1851, announcing the grant of a medal, called the “India 
Medal,” to the surviving officers and \ oldiers of the Crown and the 
East India Company who were engaged in the several services 
enumerated in the following list:— 

Storm of Aligarh .September 1803. 

Hattie of Delhi , , * * * Mth » » 

* n Assays . * # ^ * 2 3r4 
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Siege of Asirgarh* . , 

, 3isl October 

3803 

Baltic of Laswari . * 

. 1st November 

» 

^rege and storm of Gawitgarb * 

, December 

it 

Defence of Delhi ♦ ■ . . 

, October 

iSo 4 

Battle ol Deig . 

- 13th November 

» 

Capture of Deig ...» 

* 23rd December 

II 

War in Nepal ..... 

. 

lAI ft 

Battle of Kirki, and battle ant? capture of 

Poona* November 1817. 


of Sitabaldi and capture of Nagpur 
of Mfthidpue 


November and December 
1817* 

2J$t December 1817* 

Defence of Corigaum * * » , 1st January 181ft. 

War In Ava .*»*.. 18^4—261 

Siege and storm of Biuirtpore - * * 1826* 

Indian troops were declared to be Ineligible for the decora¬ 
tion for Nepal and Ava, for which a medal had been already 
issue*! by the East India Company. 

In 1856 (G. G> O. No. 1012) it was notified that in future no 
recruit for the Native army would be accepted unless he consented 
to be enlisted for general service. 

In the same year (by G. G. O. No. 1334) messes were established 
in all regiments of the Bengal Army. 

The months of wild tumult and convulsion which followed the 
spring of 1857 witnessed the extinction of three-fourths of that anny 
which it had taken exactly a century to form ; many of the finest— 
most of the oldest—regiments succumbed to the mania of revolt, 
and the maintenance of the British Empire in India devolved in a 
great degree upon corps which were raised from amongst a 
people who eight years before had been our bitterest foes. 

This is not a suitable work in which to enter at length into the 
question of the causes of the mutiny. One point at least is certain, 
which is o f ten overlooked in the discussion of the question, that the 
canker was deeper seated than the rumours of the moment about 
Lord Canning's proselytising intentions, or his uaste*deSling car¬ 
tridges 1 for thirty years the m&r&U of the army had been steadily 
deteriorating, for thirty years the evil had been growing and deepen¬ 
ing; the grievances of the time were but the irritants which brought 
it to a head. 


* ft y curious that Hi0 oreupatio n of Asirgarh in 1803 should have bren selected 
forth*grant of the medal {the garrison having on tht". occasion surrendered almost 
without firing; a shot) while the aiegr and capture-of the same place in tSlg 
(which cost us more than joo officers and men) remained absolutely tronoticed—P. 














Chapter VIII—(1857—1861.) 

f taff&m&D's History (abridged! ontlmintksn)—Scf>oy Writ (Jtayt)—Indian Mutiny (M*i * juk) 
notion of Hoilsoti^ HorflC—The Crltifi in the Punjab {Ctyptr)~- Ck2na Wsr (Htpr 
Grant)— .China War (AKetofr} 1 ),—History Of Madres S^t pcri i^iW) — Middle Kiit£iJom 
{Williams }^NarttvWest Frontier and Mato*)-S ikkim Ex^drOotj, itifo (Guv/rf)^ 

G* G. O k aod G, O. C* C* 

The events oil the Indian Mutiny are so well known, and the his¬ 
tories which chronicle them so complete in detail, and so generally 
■ read, that nothing more than the shortest sketch of that eventful year 
is necessary in the present volume, even if space allowed a more 
detailed narrative* 

Four principal causes, are mentioned as hiving led directly to the 
outbreak:—first, alleged disaffection in Oudh, the principal re¬ 
cruiting ground of the Bengal Army, resulting, it was sard, from the 
annexation of that province in 1856, and the consequent loss by the 
sepoys of old and valued privileges of precedence in the civil courts ; 
secondly P alleged discontent amongst Musalmans, fostered and 
encouraged by the old royal family of Delhi, who yearned for the 
restoration of the ancient regal state and h.finance which they had 
long since lost; thirdly, the opportunity afforded to disaffection by the 
extraordinary paucity of British troops in India : and* final y, a wide- 
spread belief which had arisen, that the Government bad secret 
designs against the caste and religion of the native soldiery* To 
such a belief many circumstances, upon which it is unnecessary to 
eqter here, had combined in the early days of 1857 to lend colour, 
and at this point it came 10 be bruited about that the cartridges for 
the nsw Enfield rifles, with which the native army were to be armed, 
had been defiled with the fat of pigs and oxen* These unhappy 
rumours appealed to the most sensitive characteristics of the high-caste 
Bengal sepoy, and served as the breath which lanned the smouldering 
embers of discontent into the lurid flames of mutiny and murder. 

Early in 1S57 it became evident that a crisis of an extraordinary 
character was at hand. In March the 19th Native Infantry broke 
out into open mutiny at Berhamporc, and was marched down to 
Barrack pore, and there disbanded. Seven companies of the 34th at 
Barrackpore displayed disaffection scarcely less culpable, and were 
similarly treated* On the 10th of May, the 7th Oudh Irregular 
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Infantry met a similar fate at Lucknow; and on the same day the 
storm burst in earnest with the outbreak at Meerut* Here the first 
, regiment to break into open violence against its officers was the 3rd 
| Light Cavalry, soon followed by the nth and soth Native Infantry* 
On the same night the rebels marched to Delhi ; there they were 
joined by the 38th, 54th. and 74th Native Infantry , and by the 
(afternoon the city was completely in their hands, nor however, 
[ without an obstinate resistance at the Magazine, the heroic defence 

• allt ^ subsequent blowing up of which by Lieutenant Willoughby and 
1 11 of the ordnance subordinates was one of the most memorable 
j incidents of the time, 

, ^ The news of the outbreak was the signal for Lord Canning at 
I Calcutta to send urgent messages for reinforcements from Ceylon, 

1 Bombay, and Madras, and to intercept and divert to India the troops 
I ti 2en proceeding on service to China, The Commander-m-Chief, 
General the Horrible George Anson, who was at Simla, hurried 
1 down to Umballa* his movements hampered by the temporary 

• insubordination of the Nasscri Battalion* at jutogh. He had hardly 
| time to set the small Umballa garrison in motion towards Delhi, 

when he was struck down by cholera and died at Kama! on the 
37th May, He was succeeded in the chief command by Major- 
General Sir Henry Barnard, who pressed on southwards, and on the 
7th June was joined by a detachment from Meerut, under Brigadier 
Archdale Wilson* This latter force had been victorious in two 
actions with the rebels at Ghaaiudin-nagar, on the banks of the 
Hlndan river, and had been reinforced by the Sir moor Battalion 
under Major Charles Reid. On the 8th June, at daybreak, the 
enemy was attacked in a strung position at BadlDke-Seraj, six 
miles from Delhi, defeated, and driven back in confusion to the city, 
with a loss of thirteen guns and several hundred men, but our 
own losses were heavy loo, amounting to nearly 200 officers and 
men, and amongst these not the least to be deplored was the death of 
Colonel Chester, the Adjutant Genera!, who fell by a cannon shot, to 
the great loss of the Army of Bengal On the same day the British 
force was established on the Ridge before Delhi, that Ridge destined 
to become historic as the scene of so many deeds of valour and devo¬ 
tion in the famous fourteen weeks' siege which now began. 

• This was the corps formed in 1850, when the original Nasseri Hattalio j wa* 
transferred to ihn line and became the 66th Native Infantry. 
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Meanwhile, in the Punjab, the energy of all the talent which Lord 
Dalhousie had lavished upon his favourite province was working as 
menlike John .Lawrence, Herbert Edwardes* Montgomery, and Nichol¬ 
son knew how to work to save the empire. At Meean Meet, by a 
well planned and bo Idly-executed c&iifhde-rnain the 8th Light Cavalry 
and the i6tb, 26th, and 49th Native Infantry* which were all known to 
be ill-affected, were disarmed on the morning of the 13th May by 
a wing of the 81st Foot and some horse artillery. At Ferozepore 
and Fbiilonr the magazines were secured, and at the former place 
the 57th Native Infantry was disarmed by the 61st Foot; but the 45th 
Native Infantry there, as well as the 3rd Native Infantry from 
Phil lour, and the 36th and 6 x s£ from JuJlundur, remained in posses¬ 
sion of their arms and eventually made their way for the most part 
10 Delhi, Their march, however, was not m disputed, and the 
attack on the banks of the Sutlej on some 1,600 mutineers from 
Jutlandur by three companies of the 4th Sikh Infantry under 
Lieutenant Williams and Mr. Ricketts, the Deputy Commissioner, 
was one oi the most gallant episodes of that stirring lime in the 
Punjab* But it was at Peshawar that the greatest danger threatened 
British influence in the piovtnco. There, and in the neighbour¬ 
hood, were twelve native regiments, four of them cavalry, and 
only three of British infantry. Among the native corps were two of 
cavalry and two of infantry which throughout maintained their fidelity 
to the State: these were the 7th and iSth Irregular Cavalry, the 


2 m Native Infantry and the Regiment of Kalat-i-Ghilaai (now the 
5th and 8th Bengal Cavalry, and the 1st and lath Bengal Infantry), 
Besides these, was the Corps of Guides, raised eleven years before 
under the direction of Henry Lawrence, and already famous as one 
Of the finest corps in India* On the first news of the outbreak at 
Meerut, the Guides were despatched to join the army before 
Delhi; leaving Hoti-Mardan on May 13th, they were at Delhi on the 
morning of the 9th of June, hating completed 5S0 miles in twenty- 
seven days, at the hottest season oi the year, and with only three 
dnys J halts by the way* Those who remained in the Peshawar 
valley proceeded with the diflicult work of disarming the disaffected 
sepoys, with an energy which no danger could hinder. The 24th, 
27th* and 51st were disarmed at Peshawar when on the point of 
mutiny; the news reached 55 th at Mardanand they fled with their 
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arms, only to meet destruction from Nicholson, with his irregular 
levies, and from the wild tribes of the frontier. The 64th was quietly 
disarmed at Abazai; the 5 th Light Cavalry and 10th Irregular 
Cavalry were reserved for a future day. 

In :he North-West Provinces, where so me at Iea?t of the immediate 
causes of the Mutiny were more keenly felt than elsewhere, the sepoy 
garrisons were not slow to follow the example of their comrades at 
Meerut and Delhi, At Lucknow, after several days of suspense, the 7th 
Light Cavalry, the 13 Eh, 48th, and 71st Native infantry, and most of 
the Qudh Irregulars broke into open mutiny on the 30th May, 
The 9th Native Infantry at Aligarh, the 10th at Fatehgarh, the izth 
at jhaosi and Nowgong, the 17th at Aaamgaih, the iSlh and 68th 
at Bareilly, the 22nd at Fyzabad, the 28th and agih at Shahjabanptir 
and Moradabad, and the 41st at Sitapur, together with many regiments 
of regular and irregular cavalry, rapidly followed suit. At Benares, 
on the 4th June, the 37th Native Infantry and 13th Irregular Cavalry 
rose, and through the deplorable hastiness and want of judgment 
displayed by the authorities, the Sikh Regiment of Ludhiana was 
to a great extent involved in the same rain. On die next day a 
detachment of this regiment at J arm pur, whjch had. hitherto 
beer without taint o r treason, hearing that their comrades at 
Benares had been fired on, mutinied and murdered their adjutant. 
How deplorable was the blunder which turned friends into foes at 
such a time the services of the sister Regiment of Femepore at 
Allahabad sufficiently testify; and but for the impartial fairness of 
the court of enquiry on the affair in the following year, the empire 
would have lest the services, and India the honour, of a regiment 
which has crowned its splendid record with the salvation of a British 
Army. The Cawnpore brigade, which included the 2nd Light Cavalry 
and the ist, 53rd, and 36th Native Infantry, mutinied on the 5th June ; 
and bn the next day the Mb Native Infantry at Allahabad followed 
the same course, Here, however, the designs of the rebels were 
foiled by the fidelity of the Regiment of Ferozepore, and, although the 
mutiny was attended with peculiarly horrible details of massacre and 
violence, the fort was saved until the arrival of Colonel Neill,* 

• Hits %vas the designation by which this officer was known and probably always 
nili be known, but, according to Burke, his surname was n tubliy ' Smith* 
N.Ut."—P 
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i sl Madras Fusiliers, with a small force of British soldiers* when the 
mutinous 5 th marched off to join their comrades at Cawnpore. 

Further west*in R&jpufana and Matwa, the garrisons of Mhow (the 
ist Light Cavalry and the 23rd Native Infantry), Neemuch (the 
72nd Native Infantry and the yih Gwalior Infantry) and Nusseerabad 
(the 15th and 30th Native Infantry)* became infected with the same 
evil spirit and plunged into rebellion* On their way to Delhi, the 
point to which all Lhese rebels set their footsteps, the mutineers from 
Neemuch, joined by the rebels of the Mdudpur and Kotah Contin¬ 
gents, approached Agra, in the neighbourhood of which place, at 
Shahgarij or Sassia, they were encountered {5th July) by a small force 
(part of the garrison) consisting of 500 of the 3rd Bengal European j Asn 
Regiment, a battery of artillery and a few volunteer horse* Though 
mishandled by the Brigadier in command, a brave but not very 
capable officer, this small force beat back the vastly superior 
numbers to which it was opposed* but the failure of Us ammunition 
eventually necessitated a retirement to the fort, which was reached 
after a loss had been sustained of 49 killed and 92 wounded 
amongst the latter being Major Thomas of the 3rd European Regi¬ 
ment, and Captain D’Qylr and Lieutenant Lamb 01 the Artillery, 
who all succumbed to the injuries they hud received. The enemy 
followed in hot pursuit, but without making any impression on the 
steadiness of the retiring force ; but remaining masters of all outside 
of the fort, they the same evening sacked and destroyed the Agra 
cantonment and murdered all who had failed to escipeio a place 
of safety. 

In the San got District some fighting took place* There the 
Native troops consisted of the 3rd Irregular Cavalry and the 3istand 
42nd Native Infantry* The 31st remained true to their colours^ 
but the greater part of the other two corps broke away and joined 
the rebels : the mutineers of the 42nd made their way northwards 
and* at a later date, were reported to have crossed bayonets with the 
7Sth Highlanders in the action at Bithur, Towards the end of 
June a detachment, under the command of Major Ganssen, of the 
42nd, took the fort of Balabel by storm, with little loss, but in 
destroying the place immediately afterwards a premature explosion 
killed Ensign Spens of the 31st and several men, and so seriously 
injured Lieutenant Willoughby of the Artillery (the brother of the 
officer who so heroically defended the Delhi magazine) that he died 
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(three years after) from the effects. In September a detachment 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Dai yell# 42nd, was repulsed in an 
attack on Naraoli, Dalyeli himself being killed in the action. 
Many other actions were fought during the succeeding months 
usually with disastrous results for the mbels, and Saugor fort was 
held until the spring of the following year ? when it was relieved by 
the advance of part of the Central India Field Force under Sir 
' Hugh Rose. 

On the 30th of June a detachment under Major Renaud, Madras 
Fusiliers, started from Allahabad for the relief of Cawnpore; 
it consisted of 400 British soldiers, 300 Sikhs,' 95 iiregular 
cavalry, the faithful remnants of the 13th Bengal and the 3rd 
Oudh Irregular Cavalry* and two guns Meanwhile at that city 
had been enacted one of the most horrible tragedies that even 
India had ever seen. The little garrison of 200 British officers and 
j tucUj after three weeks of heroic resistance, capitulated on the 27th 
June, and as they embarked on country boats at Sati-chaura Ghat* 
on the Ganges, were massacred indiscriminate! v by the troops of the 
| Nana Dundhu Pant (the adopted son and heir of Baji Ran, the last 
of the Peshwas), which were drawn up for the purpose on the 
river bank. Of the-whole, only two officers (Lieutenants Ddafosse 
and Thomson, 53rd Native Infantry) and two men escaped; a 
great number of the women and children were taken back to 
Cawnpore, there to be kepi in miserable captivity until the near 
approach of arr avenging force impelled their ruthless captor to 
complete the work of massacre before his vied ms could be tom from 
his grasp. 

On the 10th July news of the fall of Cawnpore reached Brigadier- 
General Havelock, commanding the field force moving up to the 
relief of that place and of Lucknow, and, fearing for the safety 
of Renaudts little force, he sent orders to him to halt until he could 
I Join him with such additional troops as he could muster. These were 
only 1,000 British infantry (detachments of the 64th, 78th, and 
84th Foot and of the 1st Madras Fusiliers), r*o Sikhs of the 
Regiment of Fcrozcpore, 20 volunteer cavalry, and six guns. 
He overtook and Joined Renaud at Fatehpur on the nth July, 

1 and with the united force, now consisting or 1,400 British and 560 
Native troops, with eight guns, he met and defeated the rebel army 








XI the same day, and marched into Fatehpur, destined now to 1 
\ ay the penalty of its revolt five weeks before, and of the 
lurder by the 6th Native Infantry of the district judge, Mr. R, T. 

'acker. On the 15th two more victories, at Aoung and the j 
' 'andu Naddh were gained over the rebels, in the former of which 
ne gallant Renuud was mortally wounded; and on the i6th p at 
Ihirwa, near Caw up ore, the Nnna's forces were finally scattered, j 
nd Cawnpore was once more in the bands of the British. 

But though the rebels were defeated, the victory had come too late Afrg&i into 
o save the nrhappy women and children held in captivity by the . 4 • 

vama* that miscreant having caused the whole of them to be 
massacred in the most barbarous manner on the e 3th. The 
garrison of rUe Lucknow Residency, however, equally heroic and in , 
tlmost equal straits, still remained to be succoured. But it was not j 
intil the 25th July that Havelock was in a position to cross the 
Ganges into Oudh. Hb troops numbered barely 1,400 and he had j 
to traverse a country which was wholly in the hands o! the 
revolted sepoys, who were ready to dispute every inch of his 
advance. On the 29th he twice defeated the enemy at Unao ! 
and Baehiratganj, but with his force weakened by cholera and | 
sun-stroke, he was forced to fall back to Mangalwar, On the , 

4th August he again advanced, and on the 5th, fo; the second time, 
defeated the rebels at Bashiratgan]; but dim cullies were thicken- , 
tug around him ; several thousand sepoys threatened Colonel Neill ai 1 
Cawnpore j and the 7th. Sth, and 40th Native Infantry at Diuaporc, j 
having followed the course ol the rest on July % 5th* were said to be 
moving 00 his rear j so, once more Havelock fell back to Man- j 
g&lwar, and commenced the construction of a bridge-of*boats across 
the Ganges, Once more the enemy re-assembled, and again Havelock 
marched out and defeated and dispersed them, this time at Burbia-K- 
Chauki, on the izth. Next day he re-crossed the Ganges to Cawn- 
■ pore, but finding that the Nana had re-collected his forces at Bithur, 
he marched up to that place, and therein the 16th, inflicted a crush¬ 
ing defeat on the rebels. Then, much against his will, he was com¬ 
pelled to return to Cawnpore, there to await the arrival of reinforce¬ 
ments from Calcutta 

For a month after the general mutiny at Lu cknow on the 30th Deface-of tu* 
May, Sir Henry Lawrence, with the aid of his small British force and j dency!^ Rc ^ 
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the native artillery, which then remained faithful, retained command o 
the city and cantonments* On the 30th June he marched ont &gains 
the mutineers at Chinhat, but was fearfully out-numbered", and, bein; 
deserted by the native gunners in the face of the enemy, was con 
strained to retreat as best he could, and, weakened by losses ant 
desertion, to coniine his defensive position to the grounds of the Resi* 
deucy, Two days later, Sir Henry was mortally wounded by a frag 
ment of a shell, and died on the 4th July, the-most regretted, anc 
perhaps the greatest, of the many victims of 1857, The command 0 
the garrison devolved on Colonel Inglis, of the 32nd Foot, who for 
thirteen weeks sustained the unequal contest, until relieved h} 
Havelock and On tram on September the* 3 5Q1. 

The first reinforcements of British troops from .Calcutta reached 
Cawnpore under Sir James Outram on the 16th September t the rebel 
column immediately started again towards Lucknow, commanded 
not by Outram, the senior officer, but by Havelock, to whom the 
former, with noble generosity* surrendered the command in order 
that he might have the honour of finishing the work he had so well 
begum Determined resistance was encountered at Manga!war and 
the AJambagh on the 21st and 23rd, and in fhe city of Lucknow 
on the 35th and 26th, and then, after thirty-six hours of hard 
■fighting and with a loss of 196 killed, among whom was the gallant 
Neill* and 339 wounded, the column entered the Residency and the 
first relief of Lucknow was accomplished* 

It is impossible here to notice the many Indian officers whose 
names appear fn Colonel Inglis's despatch on the defence of 
Lucknow and whose gallantry aided in saving the garrison. Small 
share of the honour of the defence can be claimed by the native ranks 
of the Bengal Army ; but few as were their numbers, to none is more 
honour due than to the faithful remnants Of the 13th, 48th, and 71st 
Native Infantry, who vied with their British comrades In the steadfast 
ardour of their courage, and who well deserved the rewards bestowed 
on them by Government,—the Order of Merit to every man, and the 
honour of forming the nucleus of a corps which still bears the name of 
11 The Lucknow Regiment.” 

The months of June, July, and August had been eventful ones in the 
Punjab and on the Ridge before Delhi, Two unfortunate' outbreaks 
occacre d,—at Jhe 1 um and Siai kot P At t he f0rm er piat e the sepoys of 
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Infantry were manifestly disaffected, and a force of 
h was sent down from Kaw&! Pindi to disarm them. 
It reached Jhelum on the 7th July# but the affair was mismanaged 
and a conflict took place; the sepoys, beaten and driven from their 
lines, took refuge in the village 0 i Satnli, hut in an attack on them 
in this position the British force was repulsed with considerable loss 
(44 killed and J09 wounded), and during the night most of the 
mutineers escaped with their arnis, though they left large numbers of 
dead behind them. The news ot this affair was the signal for the rising 
of the 9th Light Cavalry and the 46th Native Infantry at Sialkot, who 
threw open the gaol, plundered rhe treasury, burned the cantonments, 
*nd then inarched off towards Delhi, But ready to intercept their 
march was John Nicholson wi>h his moveable column. Marching 
from Amritsar on the 10th July, he reached Trimu Gh&t, on the Ravi, 
on the morning of the 12th, met and defeated the insurgents there, 
and completed their destruction on the i6th, so thoroughly that hardly 
& man escaped of those who had marched from Sialkot. Returning 
to Amritsar, Nicholson soon received orders to march with his force, 
xo which the 4th Sikh I T,f 1 **ry from Ludhiana was added, to join the 
main army before L , and on the yth August he was In the camp 
on the Ridge, followed a week later by the moveable column. The 
force before Delhi was now under the command of Brigadier-General 
A. Wilson, $ir Henry Barnard having died of cholera on the 5th 
July, and his successor, Major-General Reed, c.b,, having been com¬ 
pelled, by broken health, 10 retire to the hills. 

All this time John Lawrence was hard at work at Lahore. Cut 
off from communication with Calcutta and knowing veil that months 
must elapse before fresh British troops could arrive from that direc¬ 
tion, he turned to the splendid material which was ready to his hand, 
and, profiting by the jealousy and hatred which existed between 
Hindustani and Punjabi, he sent regiment after regiment of Sikhs, 
Pathans, and Punjabi Mu sal mans to swell the British forces before 
Delhi. Hod son's Horse, the 1st Sikh Irregular Cavalry (now the nth 
Bengal Lancers), eighteen new regiments of infantry (including two of 
Mazbi pioneers), were all raised in the Punjab between June and 
September 1857, and took the places there of older corps or were 
sent to join the forces in the field. About the same time an extra 
regiment of Gurkhas (now the 1st Battalion of the 4th) was raised 
at Petoragarh, to aid in the protection of the Jvunmon Hills against 
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the rebels of Rohilkhand. The Fir moor and Kum&on Battalions of 
Gurkhas, the Corps of Guides, the md and 5th Punjab Cavalry* the 
4th Sikh Infantry, and the ist, mti r and 4b Punjab Infantry, were 
fighting on the Ridge in August ; » bile, of the new levies, there were 
one regiment of pioneers and Hod eon's Horse, the first of the 
Punjabi regiments of Bengal cav&liy, raised in the eady days of the 
Mutiny by the intrepid leader whose name it bears, and employed 
under his command in winning its first laurels in many an exciting 


combat under the walls of Delhi. 

Since the commencement of the hege, a constant succession of 
attacks and sorties on the pa A of the enemy had worn out our army, 
and bad placed it in the position of a besieged rather than of a besieg¬ 
ing force. But the arrival of Nicholson with his reinforcements altered 
the aspect of affairs The long-expected siege train from Ferozepore 
was but a few' marches distant; more reinforcements were expected ; 
and it was evident to alt men that the period of waiting was approach¬ 
ing a termination* One more conflict was necessity before the last 
scene of ihe siege should begin. The rebels had sent out a strong 
force to intercept the approaching siege ^ain, and it was imperative 
that their attempt should be frustrated* a u &n was chosen f or 
the duty* Marching out of camp with a well"■ ibsen force, including 
a squadron of the Guides Cavalry and the isl and 2nd Punjab Infan¬ 
try, he encountered and utterly dispersed the rebels at Najafgaih on * 
the 25th August, sustaining, however, rather severe loss, 25 killed (in¬ 
cluding Lieutenant Lumsden, 1st Punjab Infantry) and 67 wounded* 
I he siege train arrived in safely on the 3rd September ; for a week 
the city was exposed to a terrific and incessant bombardment; and 
then, on the morning of the 14th September, the long-looked for 


assault was made- 

The assaulting force was divided into four columns and a reserve, 



as follows:— 

First CoX-umn, under Brigadier*General Nicholson*— 

H. M^s 75th Foot . 300 men. 

1st Bengal European Fusiliers , * 250 „ 

snd Punjab Infantry # 4 5 ° n 

Orders*— To storm the breach to the left of the Kashmir Bastion, and to escalade 
the face of the bastion. 

Second Column, under Biigadiet VV* Jones, c,B. ? 6i*t Foot— 

H * M .'s 5 tb Foot . 250 men* 

and Bengal European Ftisfttcr& * , 250 fl 

4th Sikh Infantry . 350 „ 
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*rderi\^Ta fturm the breach iti the Water Bastion, 

Third Column, under Colonel G P Catn^bdi a sand Light Infantry— 
H, M/s 52nd Light Infantry . 200 men. 

Kum&tm Battalion * * = 5 ^ *i 

ist Punjab Infantry , , . . 5<*> m 

Ordi ti .—To assault tfcs Kashmir Gate. 

Fourth Column, under Major Charles Reid* Sirmoyr H^ttaiiois— 
H,M.*kOath Foot (Rifles} , 

H, M/eGist Foot . 

I ii* Be n % a 1 £ uro p can FasUi ere 
Strtnoor Battalion 

p Kumaon Battalion * 

1 n fan try o f the Corps of Guides 
1 st Punjab Infantry * 

Kashmir Contingent * 

Mounted Police * * 

Frrfrrf.—'To clear the suburb of Kt*hftHgW»j and enter the Kabul Gate, 

! Resit kve, under Brigadier 1 - Lbngftold, Sth Fool— 

H* M.*s Gist Foot . 350 mrn. 



ySu oien. 


4th Punjab Infant y 
Baltic H Battalion 
Jhind Contingent 
H, M*'s 60th Rite 


45 o „ 

» 

JOO „ 

eoo u after covering the 
advance of A\s stormere* 


The storming parlies moved forward soon after daybreak 0:1 the 
* th September. The first column, its advance coveted by the rifle* 
>n of the Goth, having escalade d the left face oi the Kashmir 
i^tion and carried the breach in the curtain to the left of ft, moved 
>the righ^ and, in conjunction with the second column, captured 
ie Mori Paslion and the Kabul Gate* In attempting a further 
ivancc towards the Lahore Gale, Brigadier-General Nicholson fell 
penally, wounded, and the remains of the column retired to the 
abul Gate* The second column, likewise covered by the fire of 
,e Goth, carried the breach in the Water Bastion, a part diverging 
the righr, making their way in by the other breach to the left of 
Kashmir Bastion, then turning to the right, in co-operation with 
e first colamr, It took the Mori Bastion and the Kabul Gate, and 
coupled the houses in the neighbourhood of the latter. The third 
olumrr, after blowing in the Kashmir Gate, one of the most daring 
wpioUa recorded in military annals and a deed reflecting undying 
tlory on the Bengal Sappers and Miners, penerrated into the ciiy 
o the neighbourhood of the Jumran Masjid, but being unable to 
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attack that point without artillery was compelled to fall back on the 
reserve at the church. The fourth column alone met with a repulseJ 
It was checked in Kishanganj by barricades strongly defended by 
the enemy; deprived of the capable leadership of Major Reid, v.hc 
was wounded early m the day, the column, after a severe conflict, was 
compelled to fall back, and the enemy, wh o pressed on Us rear*-were 
only kept in check by the firmness of the Cavalry Brigade ftbq 
9th Lancers, and detachments of the ist, 2nd, and 5th Punjab Cavalry 
Dodson's Horse and Guides), who for two hours eat motionless 
on their horses, exposed to a heavy fire and suffering severe &n*« 
incessant loss* 

On the whole, the first day of the attack was successful, though not 
completely so. The 15th was devoted to securing the positions w. 
had won. On the 16th die fighting was resumed, and the grea 1 
magazine seized, and, after four more days of conflict, the British wen 
in complete possession of the city. 

Our loss in the assault was very heavy, amounting to 299 killed 
877 wounded, and 10 missing. Of the Bengal Army, Lieutenan: 

F* L. Tandy, of the Engineers, Captain G. G. McBamet (55th NatLv 
Infantry!, attached to the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, Lieutenant A. W 
Murray, of the Guides, and Ensign J. T, Davidson, of the 2nd Punjab 
Infantry, were killed ; and Brigadier-General Nicholson, Lieutenant 
P, Salkeld, of the Engineers, Major G* O* Jacob, rst Bengal Fusilier- 
Lieutenant E. Speke (65th Native Infantry), attached to the same regi¬ 
ment, Lieutenant C, H, F. Gambler (38th Native Infantry), attached 
to the and Bengal Fusiliers, and Lieutenant R, P. Homfray. 4th 
Punjab Infantry. died 0! the wounds they received- The operation 
of the succeeding six days involved a further loss of 50 killed, 123 
wounded, and one missing. 

Thus ended the siege of Delhi. But, although the city and palac 
were in our hands, the royal family, who represented the headjot 
this great rebellion, though in truth they were so only in name, ha* 
escaped and wore in hiding in the suburbs. On the 21st Septemf* r 1 
nevs was brought to Lieutenant Jlodson, who was chief of the Intel¬ 
ligence Staff, that the king and princes of Delhi were at the tomb of j 
Humaytm, some four miles from the city* Taking only fifty of his j 
owr. Punjabi troopers, he galloped out to the spot, and after a delay ■ 
j| two hours, during which Hodson stood alone facing an angry 
crowd of many hundreds of the defeated monarch's followers, the last 
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of the SToghat Emperors, preceded by his favorite wife and her son, 
came out in a palankin and surrendered himself* On the following 
day, with his secondrin-commaisd, Lieutenant McDowell, and a 
hundred troopers, Hod son again visited the tomb and demanded the 
unconditional surrender of the three shahz&d&hs in hiding there- 
Again his f ern and unflinching courage prevailed over the timorous 
multitude before him, and he carried back his captives towards the 
city. But as they neared the gates the crowd, moved by the 
thought that the last of the monarchy of the Moghals, M still a 
living influence in India/ 1 was being taken from them, began to 
surge with threatening murmurs round the little baud of horsemen I 
ami their charge. To both the British officers it seemed that any 
moment might bring an attempt at rescue. Ever ready to act when 1 
necessity demanded, Hodson determined to settle the matter at once, 
and fearing the chance of any hesitation if the work were entrusted 
to one of his troopers, he himself seized a carbine and shot his 
captives with his own hand. Even in the midst of the thrilling 
story of the Indian Mutiny we must linger for a moment over this 
episode* Apart from the extraordinary determination and brilliant 
courage displayed by Hod son, the capture of the emperor and the I 
killing of the princes were deeds of which the effects wereexcep- j 
tioD.ih No individual act did so much 10 stem the tide of the rebellion 
and to deprive it of a national character ; nor did any other excite 
such attention at the moment or such diverse criticism afterwards- 
For a moment no dissentient voice was heard amidst the chons of 
approval which greeted the exploit, and when we read the argu- I 
roents of those who have since assailed the memory of Hodson let I 
us not forget the words of one of the fairest of them i— u Seldom* 
if ever, since war began had there been so much to exacerbate 
and infuriate an army as then inflamed the brains and fevered 
Ihc blood of the men who found themselves in the bloodstained 
city/ 1 

Thesiegeand capture of Delhi cost us in all 3,537 in killed and 
wounded—a heavy list, but productive of great results; for with the 
capture of the capital disappeared the trust of the people of India in 
the ultimate success of the revolt. But it is necessary, before 
proceeding with the story of the re-establish me nt of our influence, 

7 > '.uce at some of the minor details of the Mutiny in Bengal and 

* orth-West provinces. 
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At Calcutta, while the Governor-General was worn out with anxiety 
and work, little occurred lo excite the alarm of the inhabitants, except 
the receipt of news from the North-West, disturbing enough in itself 
and often exaggerated tenfold in the transit. So excited, however, 
did the people become by these rumours, that Lord Canning was at 
length induced, contrary to bis own convictions, to disarm the native 
troops at Barrackpore. Amongst these were the 43rd and the 70th 
Native Infantry, both uf which regi ments had expressed their readi¬ 
ness to be led aghast the mutineers, and neither of which had ever 
shown the least signs of disaffection. They were disarmed on the 
14th June, and the business was made the occasion of an ignomini¬ 
ous panic on the part of both the Christian in habitants of Calcutta 
and the sepoys themselves; the latter imagining that the seizure of 
their arms was a preliminary to their massacre, the former expecting 
momentarily to hear that the disarmament had been resisted and that 
the sepoys were inarching against the capital. 

It is useless to recapitulate the tale of mutinies and massacres of 
May, June, and July, lu a volume which treats of the services of the 
Bengal Army, it would be out of place to recount the details Of the 
ignominious end to which the old army brought its century of 
honourable service. Nor is it possible to relate the many brilliant 
actions of the Bengal officers, even were such relation necessary 
Bareilly, Agra, and the North-West ; Nmseerabad, Mhow* Jbansi, and 
Central India —none of these offer much opportunity of telling or 
faithful sepoys. An exception, however, may be made of the 8th 
Irregular Cavalry at Bareilly, where, though the men mutinied, the 
native officers set a splendid example of loyalty, and left their families 
and properly to aid their English officers in their flight, 

Few incidents of the Mutiny are more celebrated than the heroic 


defence of the house at Arrah, in Bihar, during the first week of 
August. The sepoys of the Dinapore brigade mutinied on July 37th, 
and on the same day approached the station of Arrah, in which were 
eleven Europeans and 50 Sabs of Captain Hat tray's police battalion 
(now the 45^ Bengal Infantry). This little party, unequal as was 
the contest, determined to defend themselves where they stood, rather 
than seek safety in flight. Having hastily put into such a state of 
defence as they could the house of one of their number, they held it 
for seven days against all attacks of the rebels, who numbered folk 
3,000 armed men, as well as a vast rabble of unarmed insurgent 







BENGAL NATIVE ARMY, 



Attempts lo relieve them were not wanting, but an expedition de¬ 
spatched from Binapore* which included detachments of the ioth and 
37th Foot and Rattray’s Sikhs, was ambuscaded during a night march, 
and had to retreat with heavy loss. At length, when the provisions of 
the little party were running short and there seemed no chance for them 
h\it to attempt to cut their way through the enemy under the cover of 
night, deliverance suddenly appeared in the person of Major Vincent 
Eyre, of the Bengal Artillery, who, having by great efforts collected a 
small force at Boxar, and defeated the rebels at Bihiganj, marched 
into Allah on the 3rd August* The faithful Sikhs of the garrison re¬ 
ceived well-earned rewards and decorations!. They, with a further 


detachment of their regiment, were attached to Major Byre s force ; 
and no corps did more—few so much—towards restoring the authority 
of the British in the months that followed, as the gallant battalion of 


Rattray's Sikhs. 

General Wilson was not long in following up the final success of 
the zoih September. On the 34th a column of 2,800 men, including 
300 Punjab pioneers (now die 32nd Bengal Infantry), detach men fs of 
ihe I st, 2nd> and 5th Punjab Cavalry and of Hudson s Horse, and *he 
2nd and 4th Punjab Infantry, marched from Delhi under Colonel 
Greathed of the 3 th Fool The enemy were met with and defeated at 
Bu lands ha hr, with a loss on our side of 47 ki ’ lcd md wotmied. The 
force then proceeded by double stages to Agra, where they arrhrd 
on October 10th, having covered sixty miles in thirty-six hours. 
Scarcely was the camp laid out, and the men about to get some food 
and rest, when they found themselves suddenly assailed by the 
mutineers from Mhow (the 1st Light Cavalry and the 23rd Native 
.Infantry) reinforced by fugitives from Delhi, who were advancing to 
ihe attack of Agra. The enemy, however, were not aware that any 
force greater than the Agra garrison was in front of them, and were 
as much taken by surprise as the British, and with more disastrous 
results to themselves. They were thoroughly beaten and dispersed, 
and Grcaihed's force moved on towards Cawnpore. 

Shortly after Greathed marched from Delh% another column set 
m ^der Brigadier-General Showers, It included detachments 
cf Hodson's Horse and of the Guides Cavalry, the Kumaon Batia- 
lion, and the 1st Punjab Infantry. Marching westwards, as far as the 
J; of the Bikanir desert, it captured Several leading rebels, but 
no organised resistance was encountered, and the column soon after-1 
wards returned to Delhi* 
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Hard!/ had it relumed, however, when the advance of the Jodh¬ 
pur Legion/ winch had mutinied at Erinpura and was making its 
way northwards* necessitated the despatch of a second force in the 
same direction. It included the 7th Punjab Infantry (now the 19th 
Bengal Infantry), a detachment of the Guides, and Lind's Militant 
Horse, and was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel j, G, Gerrarch 
The column reached Rewari on the 13U1 November, and two days 
later was reinforced by the 23rd Punjab Infantry (now the 31st Ben- 
gal Infantry), The enemy were found at Nsrn&ul on the r6th , were 
vigorously attacked, and completely defeated and dispersed. Our loss 
amounted to 8 killed and 7 6 wounded; amongst the latter was Colo¬ 
nel Gerrard, who was shot through the body and died within a 
few hours. 

At Lucknow the arrival of the force under Sir James Outram and 
Sir Henry Havelock was followed by a period of difficulty almost as 
great as that experienced during the preceding part of the siege, the 
only difference being that the British position was extended, and 
that the increased number of the garrison allow ed them to act to 
some extent on the offensive, instead oi being confined strictly to 
the defensive. 

In the meantime reinforcements (in eliding the remainder of the 
troops intercepted tn rente to China^wi part b: ring already come 
in time to take part in the first relief of Lucknow) had been arriving 
at Calcutta, and the forethought and energy of the new Commander- 
in-Chief, Sir Colin Campbell, who had arrived on the 13th August, 
provided means of transporting this welcome aid* with the least possi¬ 
ble delay to the disturbed districts* On the 27th October Sir Colin 
himself started from Calcutta, and arrived at Cawnpore on the 3rd 
of November, Leaving a force to hold that place, under Major- 
General Windham, lie pushed on towards Lucknow and arrived 
at the Alambagh on November rath* Hereon the 13th he made 
his final dispositions for the relief of our garrison in the Residency. 

The troops composing his force were as follow :— 

Cavalry Brigade, 

Two squadrons of the yth Lancers, 

One squadron „ 1st Punjab Cavahy. 

One ,, i, 3 n J Jf 

One gf 1, 5th tf 

On a tl ,» Hodsoa** Horse* 

# the Jodhpur Legion consisted of a detail of artillery, three usaltahs, of 

cavalry and a battalion (eight companies) of sepoys- It was formed in tSjS* 
and mutinied at Erinpura in August 1S57.— -F* 
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One company of lioyal Engineers* 
One Jt ,i Madras Sappers. 
7'wo com patties tf Punjab Pioneers. 


Infantry, 

3rJ Brij>adtf.—sth Foot (detachment). 

Slh Foot. 

64th Foot (detachmerit), 

78th Foot ,i 
sod Punjab Infantry* 

4th Brigade.—S^rd Foot (wing), 

84th (detachment), 

9 °^h ** 

Wd ^ 

1 St Madras Fusiliers (detachment). 

4th Punjab Infantry, 

5th Brigade.-i^rd Foot 

82nd Foot (detacbmeat)* 

There were also a heavy battery manned by '-he Naval Brigade of 
li.M.S. Shannon, under Captain Sir William Peel, a field battery, 
and two troops and a lmlf of horse artillery. 

On the morning of the nth November the Dilkitsha Park.and the 
Martinffere House were attacked and carried,and an attempt made by 
the enemy later in the day to recover their lost ground was repulsed. 
The 15th was occupied in preparations for a further advance and in 
perfecting measures for the security ol the baggage, which was all lef! 
at Dilkusha. On the 16th took place the hardest fighting in the 
attack: a small breach, which had been made by the fire of the heavy 
guns in ihe east wail of the Sikandarabagbj was cart led by a gal.ant 
lush of two companies of the 93rd Highlanders, while the remainder 
of that gallant regiment, the 53rd, the -ith Punjab Infantry, and a 
battalion made up of detachments of the 84th and 9 0ltl and the 1st 
Madras Fusiliers, forced their way in at other points; the post had 
been occupied by more than two thousand of the rebels, mostly sepoys 
of the 71st Native Infantry and the Oudh Irregular Force, and hardly a 
man escaped. The remainder of the day was occupied in an attack 
on a building named the Shah Najaf, which was eventually carried 
after we had suffered heavy loss. On the 17th a building called 
the “ Mess House " and the Mot: Mahal were carried, as well as 
Banks’ House on the left, and the garrison at last joined hands with 
their rescuers. In effecting this the relieving force had sustained a 
ioss of tit killed, 414 wounded, and 5 missing; among the killed 
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were Lieutenant-Colonel Biddulph and Captain May tie, serving on 
the staff. Captain Lumsden of the 30th Native Infantry, attached to 
the 93rd Highlanders, and Lieutenant Frankhnd, 2nd Punjab Infan¬ 
try ; Lieutenants Xlalkctt, Hod sons Horec, and Paul and Oldfield, 4tfa 
Punjab Infantry, died of their wounds, and the Commander-in-Cbief 
was himself among the wounded. The following days were spent 
in reconnaissance of the roads, and in the withdrawal, on the night 
of the 22nd, of the garrison of the Residency, under cover of a 
heavy bombardment of the Kaisar-Bagh. By the 33rd November 
the work ot withdrawal had been effected ; Sir Colin Campbell fell 
back on Dil kasha, and the second relief of Lucknow was complete. 
Our further loss in the fighting at Lucknow from the 19th to the 
2/ikl November was only one killed and 15 wounded. The general 
satisfaction at the successful completion of the relief was, however, 
marred by the loss oE Sir Henry Havelock, who died on the 24th 
November and was buried at the Ai&mbagh, 

It wa* now necessary for the Commander-in-Chief, having left 
Outturn with a small force at the Alambagh, to hasten back to C awn pore 
with all possible speed. The little force left at that place had, soon 
after the departure of the army, been threatened by the advance of 
the rebel Gwalior Contingent under Tantia Topi, one of the mis¬ 
creants concerned in the massacre at Cawnpore, and by far the most 
capable native leader who appeared during the mutinies. Windham, 
finding that his communications with Lucknow were severed, 
endeavoured to gain time by aggressive measures, and attacked die 
Gwalior Contingent at the Pandit Nadi on the 26th November, in 
this unequal conflict the British were successful, and then fell back on 
Cawnpore, Here they were attacked by Tautia Topi on the 
27th and 28th, and, overwhelmed by numbers, after severe and 
continuous fighting, outflanked and forced back on their entrench¬ 
ments, leaving the city wholly in the hands of the rebels. A worse 
disaster, the destruction of the bridge'-oLboats, appeared to be 
impending, when on the 29th, the arrival of Sir Colin Campbell 
and his force, from Lucknow, put a new face on the aspect of 
aSairs and interposed to prevent the threatened calamity. After 
allowing some days to pass, during which the convoy of women, 
children, and wounded got well on the way to Allahabad, Sir Colin 
attacked the enemy on the 6th December, turned their right by a 
brilliant movement, in which the 4th Punjab Infantry were again 

















conspicuous, seized the it camp, and on the following day completed 
the defeat of their army and entirely dispersed them. 

Whilst the Commander-in-Chief was compelled to remain for some 
time inactive for want of transport a force under Colonel Seaton was 
advancing from the direction of Delhi, escorting stores for the army 
at Cawnpore. This column included Hods on 3 Horse, the 7^' 
Punjab Infantry (now the 19th Bengal Infantry), the isi Bengal 
European Fusiliers, and 120 Punjab Pioneers, The first engagement 
between this force and the rebels took place at Gang&ri, between 
Aligarh and Khasganj, on the 14th December, on which occasion, as 
well as at Paliali on the 17th and at M&inpuri on the 27th, the enemy 
were defeated with little difficulty. Shortly afterwards Seaton, rein- , 
force.) by a party of the newly raised 1st Sikh Irregular Cavalry (now j 
the nth Bengal Lancers), effected a junction with the Commander- | 
in-Chief at Fatehgarh. 

After three weeks' detention at Cawnpore, transport having at 
length arrived, Sir Colin Campbell marched thence on the 24th 
December and met and completely defeated a rebel force at the 
Kilt Nadi, near Fatehgarh, on the 2nd January. At the latter place 
he was joined by Seaton and his convoy, as already stated, and 
preparations were pushed on for the recapture of Lucknow, 
Whilst these were in progress a column, composed of the 42nd and 
5$rd Foot, the 4th Punjab Infantry, one troop of horse artillery 
and a field battery, two squadrons of the 9th Lancers, and Hudson's 
Horse, encountered a large force of the Oudh rebels at Shatnsh- 
abad, about thirteen miles from Fatehgarh, on the 27th January, and 
defeated them with great loss. On the 26th February all prepare 
Lions were ai last completed, and the Commander-in-Chief again 
marched from Cawnpore in the direction of Lucknow. 

In the meantime, at the Alatnbagh, Outraro, with his force of 4,000 
men (including the Sikh Regiment of Ferozepore), was holding his 
own gallantly against the rebel army, which now numbered close on 
100,000* For some weeks after the relief of Lucknow the enemy were 
too much disheartened by thetr reverses to make any further hostile 
effort. But at length, towards the end of December, they began to 1 
take heart again, and between the 23rd of that month and the 16th of 
January they made several determined attacks on the British position ; 
their id success, however, on every occasion, soon damped their ardour, , 
and it was not until the active preparations at Cawnpore showed the \ 
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struck at once, ere the arrival of reinforcements made it too late* 
that they mastered up courage to again assail the position at the 
Alambagh. On the 15th* 16th, ami 21st of February, they advanced 
to the attack, and each time were repulsed; finally, a last desperate 
attempt was made on the 35th, but by this time strong reinforce¬ 
ments had arrived at the Alambagh and the rebels were completely 
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defeated. 

About the same time the Jaunpur Field Force (which included 
three British battalions and an allied force of 3*000 Gurkha 6 of the 
Nepal army) entered Oudb from the south-east under the com¬ 
mand of Brigadier-General Franks, and moving up towards Luck¬ 
now, defeated the rebels in sharp actions at Chanda, Hamirpun 
and Suhanptir* and captured the fort of Dhauram. 

Sir Colin Campbell arrived at the Alambagh on the 1st March, 
and on die following lay the operations against Lucknow were com¬ 
menced. The troops at his dispo.^al were sufficiently numerous 
to allow of a carefully considered and widely extensive plan of 
operations being followed in the attack on Lucknow, The enemy’s 
lines of defence were very strong except on the north side, where 


their position was bounded by the river Gumti, and no precautions 
had beea taken to strengthen this natural protection It was deter¬ 
mined, therefore, that while the main force turned the right of the 
rebel position, one division should cross the river and take it in 
reverse. Operations were commenced on the and March by the 
secure of Dilkusha Park; and three days kier, the interval having 
been occupied in constructing two bridges over the river, the arrival 
, of the force under Brigadier-General Franks placed Sir Colin Camp¬ 
bell in a position to proceed with the execution of his plans. Sir 
James Qutrarn crossed the Guimi on the 6lb* with a division 
which included the 2nd and detachments of the rst and 5th 
Punjab Cavalry, and the 2nd Punjab Infantry; and advancing 
up the left bank of the river for three days lie drove the enemy bef 01 e 
him* and established batteries which enfiladed their first line of 
defence, and rendered it untenable. Meanwhile, the Corumander- 
m-Chief had carried the Marlinifcre on the 9th and Banks’ House 
j on the ■ oth; and on the following day the Sikandarabagh and the 
Shah NaJ&f were occupied without opposition, and.the 93rd High- 
1 landers and the 4th Punjab Infantry stormed the Begum Koti. 
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Important as these operations were they were effected with company 1 
lively small loss in point of numbers, though the death of Major 
Hodsoc, who was mortally wounded at the Begum Koti, was a great 
loss to the army. 

Throughout the next four days the advance steadily continued, until 
On the 14tb the Imanabara was stormed by the loth Foot and the Regi¬ 
ment of Ferozeporffy the second and third lines of Lhc enemy’s 
defence were turned, and the great stronghold of the Kaisar Ragb 
captureJ. On the i6th Outran* re*crossed the Gumtb and on 
Sunday, the 21St, after a sharp fight in the city, in which the 41b 
Punjab Infantry suffered some loss, and another on die outskirts of 
the place, in which the commander of the t st Sikh Irregular Cavalry 
was killed, the capture of Lucknow was completed and the city 
cleared pf the rebels. 

The loss of the* British in the twent) days’ operations was 127 
killed, 595 wounded and 13 missing. Among those who were killed 
or died of their wounds were Captain F, Wale, 1st Sikh Irregular 
Cavalry ; Major C, A* Sanford, 5th Punjab Cavalry; Major W. S. R- 
Hodson, of Hudson's Horse; Captain L. G* Da Costa, Regiment of 
Ferozepore ; Lieutenant A. J. Anderson, 2nd Punjab Infantry; and 
Lieutenants 0 * D, thackwett* 15th, and J. Cape, 30th Native 
Infantrv, employed on the staff, 

On dm day after the fall of Lucknow, Sir J. Hope Gram, with a 
force in which were included portions of the 1st acd 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry and the 2nd Punjab Infantry, went in pursrh of a body of 
rebels who had retreated in a northerly direction, Ide overtook 
ihem at Kursi and, with a trifling loss of 13 kilted and wounded, 
defeated and disperser! them and captured fourteen guns. 

The preceding months, white all the available strength of the army 
hud been concentrated for operations at Lucknow, had been a lime 
of some danger in other parts of India, Particularly was this the 
case in Eastern Bengal, where much disturbance was caused by 
three companies of the 34th Native Infantry, who had mutinied at 
Chittagong on the 1 Sib November, endeavouring 10 make their way 
thence 5 towards the hills of Manipur. Before they could read] those 
difficult jungles, however, they were pursued with forced marches 
b? a detachment of the Sylhet Light Infantry, under Major the 
Hoh'ble R. B. P. Byng, who defeated then at Lam on the Sth 
December, but himself unfortunately fell in the Jctian. Thence 
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I Earning their steps north wards, they were overtaken by furtiier dis¬ 
aster, and finally dispersed by three separate defeats at the bands 
of detachments of the Sylhet Light Infantry, on the izih, 3Jnd f and 
*Gth of January 1B58 

Towards the end of 1S57 a force was put in the field in the 
Gorakhpur district under ihe command of Brigadier Rower oft. 
U was composed at first of two battalions of the allied Gurkha 
forces, the Naval Brigade of Pearl , and a detachment of 

Rattray's Sikbs, but ft was joined subsequently by the 13th Light 
Infantry, the Bengal Yeomanry Cavalry, and some Madras cavalry. 

; With this force Rowcxoft was in frequent conflict with the rebels, 
whom be defeated at Sohanpur and Phulpur, and no less than three 
times at Amor ha. 

In the meantime the troubles in the districts to the south-east of 
Oudh had been on the increase? and a small force under Colonel 
Milman, 37th Foot, was hard pressed by the rebels at Asamgarh ; on 
the fall of Lucknow, therefore, the Commander-in-Chief lost no time 
in despatching a column under Brigadier-General Sir Edward 
Lugard in that direction/ This force was composed of three British 
infantry regiments, eighteen guns, and 700 cavalry, including the 
3rd Sikh Irregular Cavaln and the remains of the 12th Bengal Irre¬ 
gular Cavalry. Lugard marche d from Luck now on the 29th March ; 
met and defeated a rebel force at Manibar, near Tigra, on the 1 nh 
April ; drove the enemy under K m war Singh,* the rebel chief of 
Jagdeshpur* in Shahabad, from before Azamg&rh on the 15th; and 
wiLh a detachment of his column completely defeated him at Azrmat- 
garh on the ryth, at Mannaharcnthe 20th April, and at Shiupat Gh^t 
on the 2 1 st. Sorely wounded in one of these engagements, Kunwar 
Singh made his way across the Ganges to Jagdeshpur, crushing on 
his way* on the 23rd April, a small force of Sikh and British troops, 
under the command of Captain Le Grand, 35th Foot, who had moved 
out from Anah to intercept him. In the jungles of Jagdeshpttr the 
rebels, under Kunwar Singh nnd (afLer that noted chief had suc¬ 
cumbed to his wound) under his brother Umar Singh, made a 
prolonged nnd desperate stand against the force under Sir Edward 
Lugard, who had promptly followed them across the Ganges, and 
kept it continually employed throughout the hot weather and rains ; 

* KcGwtr Singh (commonly called ** Kooer Singh tf ) vim the leader pf all the 

refcrW and rou tiners in bhah*bid and Bihat^P, 
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during these months more than one sharp encounter took place in the 
recesses of the forest, and it was not until October and November, 
when Brigadier Douglas was in command (Lugard having been 
invalided), that the rebels were finally driven out of their fastnesses 
ami defeated and dispersed, a consummation 10 which a body of 
mounted riflemen, under the command of Major Sir H. M* Havelock, 
materially contributed. In (he operations of October 1858, in the 
Jagdeshpur jungles* the 20th Punjab Infantry (now the 28th Bengal 






Ujifantry) were aclivety employed. 

Subsequent to the fall of Lucknow three columns were set in 
motion to dear Robtlfchand of the rebels, and ultimately to converge 
on Bareilly. Q£ these, the first was commanded by Major-General 
Penny, who, without meeting the rebels in any decisive encounter, 
feu, during a night march, into an aubiish at Kakrauli. and was 
killed. The second column, under Brigadier-General Walpole, was 
composed of the headquarters of the 9th Lancers, the 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry, the Highland Brigade (42nd, 79th, and 93rd Foot) and the 
4 th Punjab Infantry, with some artillery and a few sappers. Marching 
on fheyih April, little resistance was met with except at the fort of 
Euiya, near Rhodamau, where, on the 15th, an imprudent attack, 
made without adequate reconnaissance, was the cause of a check 
accompanied bv heavy loss, of which the item most w idely felt was 
the death of Brigadier the Hon*ble Adrian Hope. The third column, 
commanded first by Lieu tenant-Co lone l Coke, of the 1st Punjab In¬ 
fantry, and afterwards by Brigadier Jones (6oth Rifles' 1 , moved from 
Roorkee, and was composed of Cure ton’s Muttani Cavalry, the 60th 
Rifles, the Tst Sikh Infantry, the 1st Punjab Infantry, and the 17th 
Punjab Infantry (now the 25th Bengal Infantry). By this force the 
rebels were defeated on April 17th at Bhagaula, and again on the 
21st at Nagina, whence the column marched through Bf|>radabad to 
Bareilly, arriving there on the fith May, having on the preceding day 
defeated the rebels in a smart action on the banks of the Do jura 
River, in which a loss of 4 killed and 22 wounded was sustained. 
Here Jone? column joined the division under the Commander-in- 
Chief, on whose advance BaruiDy had, after a sharp action, been 
evacuated by the rebels. The force with Sir Colin .Campbell 
included Waipole's column, and besides artillery and engineers, was 
composed of two squadrons of the 6th Dragoon Guards, the gih 
Lancers, the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, Lind's Multan i Horse, and 
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■ detachments of the Lahore Light Horse, the ist and 5th Punjab Cavalry r 
and the 17th Irregular Cavalry; the 42 nd, 64th, 78th, 7jsh, 8snd, and 
93rd hoot, the 2nd and 2211 d Punjab Infantry (the latter now the 
30th Bengal Infantry), and the BaJnch Battalion (now the 27th 
Bombay Infantry), Brigadier Jones, having subsequently been sent 
to relieve ohahj chan pore, where a small garrison was beleaguered, was 
himself attacked (15th May) by the notorious rebel, Matdvt Ahmad* 
utl;i of Fyz&bad ; repulsing him with ease, Jones followed up the 
rebels and again defeated them at Mohfundi on the 25th May; 
.ind the rebels then retreated into Oudfu The Maulvl himself was 
shortly afterwards killed in a fight with a fellow-rebel, the Rajah of 
Pawayan, In the Shahjabanpore district* 

In Oudh numerous barites of rebels kept the troops fully em¬ 
ployed, Against one of these, which had assembled near Bari, 
under the command of the Maulvi above-mentioned Sir f. Hope 
Grant, in the month of April 1858, led a force which included a 
squadron of Hudson's Horse, a squadron of the m Sikh Irregular 
Cavalry, and a wing of the 5th Punjab Infantry: he encountered 
them on the 13th and totally defeated them, and again overthrew 
them at Sirsi, near Nagar, cm the lath May. In the following month 
a strong column, under the same officer, moved out against the 
rebels: it was composed of two squadrons of the 2nd Dragoon Guards, 
the 7th Hussars, 500of Hodson’a Horse, 150 of the 1st Sikh Irregular 
Cavalry, 250 mounted police, some horse artillery, the 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions of the Rifle Brigade, and the 5th Punjab Infan try. This 
Force met and, after a sharp conflict, in which it sustained a loss of 
67 officers and men killed and wounded, inflicted a severe defeat 
on the rebels at Nawnbganj on the 13th June. On the 22nd July, 
Grant with a detachment marched to the relief of Rajah Man Singh* 
an influential chief who, after much vacillation,, had thrown in his lot 
whh the British, and whom the rebels were now besieging in his 
fort ofShahganj, near Fy^abad; the enemy, however, retired with¬ 
out risking an action, and Fvzabad was re-occupied. A fortnight 
later another column started under Brigadier Horsford, and was 
afterwards joined by Sir J. Hope Grant and the 2nd Battalion cf 
, the Rifle Brigade. It consisted, besides artillery, of die 7th Hussars, 
the 9th Lancers, 300 of Hudsons Horse* the 1st Sikh Irregular 
Cavalry, the 53rd Foot, the isf Madras Fusiliers,and the 5th Punjab 
Infantry. Without encountering any serious opposition the column 
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pore on the aoth August, and found the enemy in 
the opposite bank of the Gumti; the passage of the 
*cted on the 27 th, upon which ihe rebels made off. No 
lUrther movement of importance took place in Ou h until after the 


termination of the rainy season. 




In other parts of the country, too, during this period, various 
forces were actively employed against the rebels. In the Semen 
district a column under the command of Brigadier Berkeley, 
i?hrcb included the ytb Punjab Infantry (now the 19th Bengal 
Infantry) and detachments of the lahore Light Horse and the 
Regiment of Ferozepore, was engaged in July 1858, in the 
reduction of the forts of Phainawan (mb$tlled "Dehaign” in 
the despatches) and Tiraub from which the enemy were expelled 
with considerable loss. At the end of the following month a small 
force, consisting of detachments of the and Punjab Cavalry and 
the 1 yth and 24th Punjab Infantry (now the 2 £th and 32nd Bengal 
Infantry}, the whole under ihe command of Captain Browne, 
■atacked a large body of rebels and mutineers at Sirpura, near 
Pilibhit, and after a severe contest, in which Browne was badly 
wounded and lost an arm, completely routed and dispersed them, 
killing upwards of 30c of them, including their leader. Some 
months later (15th January 1859>, another severe action took place 
in this district, at Sissia-ghat, on the Satda of Ghagxa, in which the 
rebels were routed and driven over the river, but not before they had 
inflicted on the small British detachment opposed to them a loss of 
F 3 killed and 59 wounded, including an unusually large proportion 
of o:f icers. Amongst the latter was Lieu tenant Kemp, commanding 
a detachment of the Kumaon Levy, who was mortally wounded. 
Immediately on the termination o£ the rainy season the Com¬ 
mander-in-Chief (now Lord Clyde) entered On the task for which 
he bad for some time been preparing, of expelling the rebels and 
mutineers from Otidh, in which province the bulk of them, flying 
from various quarters before the advance of the British troops, had 


now taken refuge. The measures by which this object was to be 
accomplished were very skilfully planned, and, briefly described* con¬ 
sisted of the simultaneous employment of a number of independent 
columns, the combined movements of which were to sweep the 
Batswara district (lying between the Gauges and the Gumti) and 
drive the rebels beyond the Ghagra, and, that accomplished, by a 


si 





jte*ccnqgeirt 
of Oudb* i8;l 














; further series of movements to force them across the Rapti and into 
ihe Nepal hills. These plana were carried out with great thorough¬ 
ness and success bv various columns commanded 


various columns commanded by Sir J. Hope 
Grant, Brigadiers Kelly (from Azamgarh), Wetherall (from Soraon), 
Pinckney, EveJegh, Horsford, Barker, Troup (from Rohilkhand), 
Rowcroft (front Gorakhpur), and other officers,—the whole under the 
direction of the Commauder-in-Ghief himself. To describe in detail 
the operations of these Several columns during the months from 
October 1858 to March 1859 would far exceed the scope of this 
work, but it may not be out of place to allude to some of the most 
notable of the many sharp encounters which took place during this 
period. On the aist October, after haying defeated a numerous 
body of rebels at Jamo, near Sandila, Brigadier Barker took the 
strong fort of Birwa by storm, after a severe conflict in which his 
force sustained losses to the extent of 15 men killed and 7 officers 
and 104 men wounded. On the 3rd November the column under * 
the command of Brigadier Welherall (which included part of the 
1st Punjab Cavalry, the 9th Punjab Infantry—now the jist Bengal 
Infantry—and the Baluch Battalion) stormed the fort of Rampur 
Kassiah, on the Sai River, in Southern Ondh, and carried it 
after a prolonged contest and with the loss of 79 officers and men 
killed and wounded : the fort was held by 4pco rebels, of whom 
half were sepoys of the 17th, 28th, and 52nd Native Infantry; 300 of 
these were killed and the regimental colour of the 52nd was 
captured. On this occasion the 9th Punjab Infantry greatly dis¬ 
tinguished itself and sustained considerable fuss. A few days later. 
Brigadier Evelegh took the fort of Simri with trifling loss, and on 
the 24th of November the Commander-m-Chlcf, with the troops of 
two of the columns operating in Southern Otidh,completely defeated 
Beni Madho Singh, the most powerful of the Baiswara chiefs, at 
Doundiakhera and Baksnr Ghat: this action was the final stroke in 
the clearance of the Baiswara district and opened the way to the 
transfer of the ontrarions to the country lying to the north-east of the 
Ghagra, the tracts lying to the west of that river having already been 
pretty well cleared of rebel bands by the operations of Brigadiers 
Troup and Barker, the former of whom, advancing from the 
Rohiikhand side with the force under his command {which in¬ 
cluded Cuieton’s Mooltani Horse and the 66th Gurkhas) had 
captured MitbauJi on the 9th November and advanced to Biswah 
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e i st December, at which point Brigadier Darker, 


who had been 


operating in the districts to the north-west of Lucknow, also arrived 
on the 3rd, Sir J. Hope Grant crossed the Ghagra at Fyzabad on 
the 25th November, and defeated a body of the enemy on the left 
hank the same day: he subsequently advanced to Gonda and 
Sikrora and afterwards joined Brigadier Rowcroft at Tulsipur, at 
which place the force under the latter officer (which included part of 
the 1st Punjab Cavalry and the Regiment of Ft ro^epore) bad defeated 
Bala Ran, .the broth er of the Nana, on the 23rd December, A few 
days later Grant routed Bala Rao*s force at Kamda-Kot and captured 
fifteen of his guns. In the meantime Lord Clyde* who bad crossed 
the Ghagra at Kyzabad on the nth Decernher, and moved north* 
wards by Sikrora, Bahraich and Nmpara, had defeated the rebels at 
Barjidia and captured the fort of Masjidia, and he finally on Lhe last 
day of the year routed the enemy at Sidinbia Ghat, and drove them 
with heavy loss into and over the Rapti, thus accomplishing the task 
which he had set himself and effecting the rcconquesL of Oudh, 
Subsequently permission was given to the British forces to follow 
the rebels into the territory of Nepal, and in February 1859 Briga¬ 
dier Hoisford with a force which included the 1st Punjab Cavalry 
and the 5th Punjab Infantry crossed the R&pii and defeated the 
enemy at Sitka Ghat, capturing fifteen guns. In the following 
month Bng&dier Kelly, whose force included Murray’s Jat Horse, 
the 3rd Sikh Infantry, and the 7th Punjab Infantry, twice defeated 
the rebels near Bhutwal, in the Nepal hills; and in May Sir j, 
Hope Grant again overthrew them in the Janva Pass, 

With the reconquest of Oudh the story of the War of the Indian 
Mutiny—fid far as the Bengal Army is connected with'it—comes practi- 
j cally to an end. Not that the rebels had then entirely ceased to 
trouble the land, for up to the autumn of 1S59 skirmishes still occa¬ 
sionally took place with parties of them emerging from the hills and 
jungles of Nepal, and in Btmdelkhand and Central India a number 
of small Hying columns were actively employed even up to the spring 
of i860 In hunting down and dispersing wandering bands; but there j 
was nothing in these operations to call for special notice or description 
here- Beyond the scope of this work, too, are the campaigns of 
1857-58 in Central India, for in the achievements of Sir Hugh Rose, 
Major-General Whitlock, and other commanders, the regiments of the 
Bengal Army bore nojpart, except the unenviable one of swelling the 
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ranks of the enemy with their mutinous sepoys* One honourable 
exception, however, must be made, namely, that of the 51st Native 
Infantry,—now “the and (the Queen's Own) Bengal (light) Infantry,” 
whose conduct during the trying months of the hot weather of 1857 
was beyond praise—an example to other corps, which it would have 
been well for the latter had they copied. However, the regiment took 
no part in the more extensive operations which ensued, although it 
was constantly engaged against the rebels in the Saugor district 
throughout the whole of 1857 and 1S58. 

flic general rewards granted for the mutiny were a medal, with 
clasps for Delhi, for the defence, the relief and the capture of 
Lucknow, and for Central India ; and six mouths' batta, with extra 
special batta for the siege of Delhi, the defence of Lucknow, and the 
so-called “ defence of Arreh/’ Every native soldier in die original 
garrison of Lucknow received the Order of Merit By G, G* 0. No* 4 
of 1864 the regiments engaged in those operations were permitted 
to bear on their colours the words— 1 " Delhi,” “Lucknow,” and 
, 41 Central India/* 

Thu;, after a struggle of move than two years, disappeared the last 
smouldering embers of this great revolt, which had at one time 
threatened to entirely overthrow British supremacy in Northern India, 
,aud to undo the work of a hundred years* To a great part of the 
Bengal Army of the Company the mutiny was a dishonourable and 
suicidal death ; but from its remains arose, phoenix-like, a new Army 
more effident and more valuable, and destined to win a renown as 
glorious as that which had been gained under Adams and Monro ; 
Goddard and Coote, and Cornwallis, and Lake, and Gchterlony. 

Whilst the turmoil of the mutiny was occupying all men's minds 
both in India and at home, there was little time to consider the 
affairs of the Punjab Frontier ; but any who turned their eyes in that 
, direction must have been more and more impressed with the pru¬ 
dence of a policy which, by the employment of vigorous measures 
rind capable men, had, in the short space of seven years, not only 
secured the faithful allegiance of the Pun jab, but had even succeeded 
' in curbing to some extent the unruly spirits on its borders* 

During 1857 and 1858 only two small outbreaks occurred on 
, the North-West Frontier, and both were occasioned by the conduct of 
some Hindustani fanatics who had settled amongst the Kbudu 
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Khate* and who now, in the summer of 1857, raised the standard of 
religious war in the villages of Shekh Jana and Narinji, on the \ u- 
safzai border* Detachments of the Peshawar Mountain Train Battery 
and of the and Punjab Cavalry and the 51k Punjab Infantry captured 
the village of Shekh Jana on the 2nd July, and on the 21st of the 
same month the fortified village of Narinji was taken by a force 
composed of detachments of the above-named corps and of the 4th 
Punjab Infantry* with a loss on our side of live killed and twenty-one 
wounded. On the 3rd of the following month a strong column of 
about 1*400 men, which included detachments of the Peshawar 
Mountain Train Battery and of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, the 21st 
Native Infantry, and the 5th, 6th, and 16th Punjab Infantry, 
again moved against the village of Narinji, where the fanatics, aided 
by some of the Swat and Chanda tribes, had re-assembled in greater 
strength than before, and destroyed it after a little opposition, and 
with the loss of only one killed and eight wounded. In all thetfe 
affairs the British forces were commanded by Major Vaughan, 

in consequence of an outrage on the Assistant Commissioner of 
Yusafzai, another expedition was despatched against the Hindustani 
fanatics and the Khudu Khels in April 1858, The force was 
under the command of Major-General Sir Sydney John Cotton, ! 
k^c.b,, and was composed of detachments of the Peshawar Light. 
Horse, the 7th and iSlh Irregular Cavalry, and the Guides [ 
Cavalry; of the Peshawar Light Field Battery, the Peshawar 
Mountain Train Battery, and the Hazara Mountain Train Battery; 
of the Bengal Sappers and Miners; and of the 81st and 98th Foot; 
the 21st Native Infantry, the Regiment oi’ Kalat-i-GhilzaL the 2nd 
Sikh Infantry* the 6th, 8th, 9th, 12th, and 18th Punjab Infantry* and 
the Guides Infantrymaking up a total of 4,877 men. These troops 
(excepting portions of the Peshawar and Hazara Mountain 1 rain 
Batteries, the 2nd Sikh Infantry and the 6th and 12th Punjab Infan¬ 
ts which moved up from Hazara) were assembled on tbe left bank 
of the Kabul river, opposite Nowshera, and moving forward first 
crossed the frontier on the 26th ApriL Operating in several coin must 
the troops took and destroyed Patijtar, Chinglai, and Manga 1 Thana, 
the strongholds of the Khudu Khels and the fanatics, without ex¬ 
periencing any opposition* On the 3rd May an advance was made 
against Sitaoa, where the main colony of the fanatics was located, and 
on the following day that place was ako destroyed, after a sharp 
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engagement in which the 21st Native Infantry, the znd Sikh Infantry, 
the Guides Infantry, and the gth. and 18th Punjab Infantry, were en¬ 
gaged* and in which a loss was sustained of one native officer (Subadar 
Do In Mai, 18th Punjab Infantry) and five men killed, and one British 
officer, one native officer and twenty-seven men wounded. Three 
days later the force re-crossed the frontier, having accomplished all 
the objects of the expedition. The India medal was granted to the 
survivors of this expedition in 1869. 

In December 1859a strong expeditionary force was despatched, 
under Brigadier-General N, B. Chamberlain,c.B., against the Kabul 
Khd Waziris, to punish them for harbouring marauders who had 
killed Captain Mecham, of the Bengal Artillery, It included detach¬ 
ments of Nos, 1 and % Punjab Light Field Batteries, of the Peshawar 


MstHurf 


WadfH, ifttio* 


atid Hazara Mountain Train Batteries, of the Guides Cavalry and 
Infantry, and of the Sappers and Miners ; the and Punjab Cavalry; 
the 4th Sikh Infantry, and the ist, 3rd, 4th> <nh, and 24th Punjab 
Infantry,—the whole amounting to nearly 4,000 men, with thirteen 
gtma. The force entered the Wazlri country by the Gandiob Pass 
on the 22nd December, and on the same day a column composed ©1 
the Peshawar Mountain Train Battery, the Guides Infantry, and the 4th 
Sikh Infantry, encountered the Kabul Khels at Maid am; they met 
with a brave resistance ; but the enemy, being ill armed, were soon 
repulsed with but small loss on our side. The Waziri encampments 
were destroyed, and on the succeeding days various forays were made 
into the hills, resulting in the capture of some of the flocks and herds 
of the enemy. The tribesmen eventually made submission, and the 
objects of the expedition having, as far as possible, been accom¬ 
plished, the force returned across the frontier, having lost one killed 
and eighteen wounded. The troops engaged in the operations 
received the India medal in 1869, 

Of all the border tribes, none was more notorious for turbulence 
than the Maksud Waziris, For many years the list of their offences 
had been increasing, until in March, i860, they attacked the town of 
Tank, and were only prevented from sacking the place by the vigour 
.and gallantry of Risaldar Sa&dat Khan and a detachment of 158 
men o\ the 5th Punjab Cavalry, which was stationed there. It was 
recognised that the punishment of the tribe could no longer be 
delayed, and the formation of an expeditionary force for that pur¬ 
pose was therefore directed. The following troops were accordingly 






assembled at Tank on the 16th April, under the command of Briga¬ 
dier-General Chamberlain :■—Detachments of Nos. 3 and 3 Punjab 
Light Field Batteries, of the Peshawar and Hazara Mountain Train 
L Batteries, and of 1 he Guides Cavalry, the 3rd Punjab Cavalry and the 
p Mooltani Cavalry; the 1st Company of Bengal Sappers and Miners ; 
the Guides Infantry; the 4th Sikh Infantry ; the ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, ( 
6th, 14th, 24th (Pioneers) and 25th (Gurkha) Punjab Infantry; and 
the 6th Punjab Police Battalion,—the whole numbering over 5,000 
men, with thirteen guns. The force entered the Mahsod country by 
the Tank Zam on the 17th April, and reached Palosin on the follow-, 
ing day. Leaving a portion of his force at this place, under Lieut- 
! enant-Colonel Lumsden, Chamberlain advanced up the Shahur Zam 
on the 20th for the purpose of reconnoitring the route in that direc¬ 
tion, and reached a point within fourteen miles of Kantguram, the 
chief town of the MaUudWazms, on the 2 3rd; as he had no in¬ 
tention of attacking Kanfgurain from this direction, he fell back on 
the 24th ; and, retracing bis steps, encamped cm the 26th within a 
short distance of Morin* The force left at that place had in the 
meantime had a sharp experience of Waziri tactics,, having been sttd- 
j deuly attacked at reveille on the 23rd by a body of three thousand 
of the cn<_ ray, who made a desperate attempt to rush Lumsden’s camp. 
The attack was delivered with determined bravery, and was not re¬ 
pulsed bef ore considerable loss had been inflicted on both sides, that 
on ours amounting to no less than 63 killed and t66 wounded. Some 
days were now passed in making preparations for an advance on 
Kantguram by the northern route, through the Tank Zam ; during this 
period the Mahsuds made an offer of submission, but as our terns 
were unpalatable to them, the negotiations were without result. On 
tb* 2nd May Chamberlain advanced to Shingi Kot, and on the morn- 
f mg of the 4th he reached the Barari Pass, which the enemy weyc 
found to be holding in great strength,—variously reported at from 
4 > qco to 7,000 men. Two columns of attack were immediately 
formed to assail the heights on either side of the pass ; that on the 
left, under Lieutenant-Colonel Lumsden, met with scarcely any re¬ 
sistance ; that on the right, composed of the Hazara Mountain Train 
Battery and the rst, 2nd, and 3rd Punjab Infantry, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Green, which had to move over most difficult ground, was 
fiercely opposed and its first assault repulsed by the enemy, but 
eventually, after a severe contest, the breastworks were carried and 
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the enemy put to flight* though not without severe loss on our 
side* Lieutenant Aytoun, 94th Fool, attached to the and Punjab 
Infantry, one Native officer and twenty-eight men having been 
killed, and Lieutenant Ktmon, 3rd Punjab Infantry, five Native 
officers and eighty men wounded*—a total of 116 casualties* On 
the 5th the force continued its advance, and the same day 
reached Kamgnram, no further opposition having been offered* 
On the 9th the force marched northwards and on the following 
day reached Matin, the next most important town of the 
Mahmuds* which, as the enemy still stubbornl)* refused to submit, 
was destroyed on the t ith. The failure of supplies now rendered a 
further stay in the hills undesirable, and continuing his course by 
the Khaisora route, Chamberlain emerged from the mountains af 
Spin warn, in the Ban mi Valley, on the 18 th May, his force having 
during these operations sustained a total loss of 100 killed and 261 
! wounded* For his sendees in these operations Brigadier-General 
Chamberlain was created a Knight Commander of the Order of the 
Bath, and all,the survive# of the force received the India medal 
in 1869, 

Norat the same time was the North-East Frontier entirely free from 
the troubles arising from turbulent and savage neighbours. A. small 
expedition, numbering some 140 fightingmen, with two howitzers, the 
whole under the command of Captain Lowther, let Assam Light 
Infantry, was despatched in 185S against the Abors, a predatory 
tribe inhabiting a r'ange of hills on the borders of Upper Assam* bnt 
it failed to effect its object and was obliged to retire. In February of 
1 the next year another force was despatched into the same country, 
under the command of Lieu!anant-Colonel Haniray, This was com¬ 
posed of 60 men of No. 4 Naval Brigade, Indian Navy ; 55 men of the 
Assam Local Artillery, with two howitzers and two morlars ; iM men 
of the xst Assam Light Infantry ; and 150 Auxiliaries, Pasbi and 
Rofcg-Kong, the principal villages of the Meyong Abo# were 
reached on the 27th February, and though strongly situated and 
defended 'by many stockades *hey were, in spite of an obstinate 
resistance, stormed on the same day, with a loss on our side of one 
man killed and one officer (Indian Navy) and forty-three men 
wounded. 

The relations between Great Britain and China,.which had been 
in a more or less strained and unsatisfactory condition ever since 











the conclusion of the first war, were openly raptured in October 

1856, in consequence of the Chinese authorities at Canton having 
seized a vessel under English colours, and refused redress for the out¬ 
rage. Negotiations having failed to secure reparation, hostilities 
were begun by Sir Michael Seymour, the British Admiral, who 
on the zjrd October took possession of the Canton torts, and on 
the 29th captured a portion of the city, with a loss of two killed and 

f eleven wounded. Hostilities continued in a desultory way for some 
time, and eventually led to the despatch of an expedition from Eng¬ 
land, but the outbreak o£ the Mutiny caused the troops (the 23rd, 
82nd, qoth and 93rd Foot) to be diverted to India, and thus lttle 
was done during 1857 to settle the Chinese difficulty, though slight 
engagements took place from time to time. M the end of December 

1857, with the assistance of a French force, Canton was stormed and 
captured, and a few months later reinforcementsarrived from India in 
the shape of three faithful regiments of the old Bengal Army. The 
first of these was the 70th Native Infantry, which had set the example 
of volunteering for foreign service, while their comrades were nrntiny- 

th* North-West: thev arrived in China in February 1858, 



was supposed 10 oe uvu, u***- “ , 

authorities at Canton, who continued as aggressive as ever, and there 
were consequently frequent collisions between our troops and the 

1 Chinese “braves.” The 70th were engaged in the White Uoud 
Mountain operations in June 1858, and in the expedition to Nam- 
tow in August, losing on the latter occasion Lieutenant Danvers, who 
I was mortally wounded. In an action at Shek-tsin in January 1859, a 
portion of the 6; th was engaged and had two men wounded. 

The treaty of Tten-isin did not in any way terminate our 
difficulties with China: its terms were not only disregarded by the 
authorities at Canton but ignored all over the country; the approach 
of the plenipotentiaries to Pekin was barred by the closing of the 
mouth of the Pci-ho river, and an attempt by Rear-Admiral Hope to 
force a passige was disastrously repulsed (25th June 1859 j with a 
loss of 81 killed and 34; wounded, and three vessels sunk. The 
i allied British and French Governments hid now no choice but to 
enforce the details of the treaty, and a force more equal to the re¬ 
quirements of the case was despatched to China m the early part of 
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the lollowmg year. Hostilities were resumed in April iS6o, and the 
island of Chusan occupied* By the 23rd of April the British force, 
under Lieutenant-General Sir J, Hope Grant, was collected on the 
promontory ol Kow-loon, adjoining Uong-Kong, It included 
the following Bengal troops: —The jsi Sikh Irregular Cavalry (then 
known as ProbyrTs Horse), Fane's Horne (specially raised for this 
service), the Regiment of Ludhiana, and the 8th, 1 ith,i 5th (Pioneers), 
and 19th Punjab Infantry. Of these corps* the Regiment of Ludhiana 
and the u!h Punjab infantry were soon after sent to garrison 
Shanghai, and the 19th was detached on other duty. These corps 
consequently did not share in the operations of the allied forces in 
Northern China. 


After considerable delays the allies sailed for the Fei-ho river, 
and disembarked on the 1st August near Peh-tang, which town 
was occupied without opposition. An advance was made on the 
1 2th of the same month, when the enemy were defeated at Sinho: 
on this occasion the Tartar horse was driven from the field in 
disorder by the two regiments of Indian cavalry and two squadrons 
of the 1st Dragoon Guards. Two days later a further advance 
secured the fort of lang-fcu. In the various skirmishes up to this 
point our losses amounted to only three killed . nd twenty-seven 
wounded. 

The way was now open for an attack on the Taku forts, and on 
the 21st August, at 5 a.m., a vigorous cannonade was opened on both 
sides and continued for three hours; after which a combined assault 
was made by the allies'on the inner North Fort, The Chinese fought 
with great bravery and determination, and il was only after a severe 
conflict that the place was eventually carried. The outer North 
Fort was then attacked and taken without opposition, and the South 
Forts were evacuated by the enemy the same day. Our losses in the 
storming of the inner North Fort amounted to 17 men Htled, and 
ji officers and 163 men wounded, while the casualties in the allied 
French Force reached a total of 130, 

The town of Tien-tsm was entered on August 24th, and after a 
fortnights halt the march was continued, and Ho-sei-wu, half-way to 
j Pekin, reached on September 13th. Leaving that place on the 18th 
i September, the allied force tame On the Chinese army drawn up at 
j a place called Chang-tsia-wan on the Chow-Ha. In the battle 
i which ensued the French force made a flank attack on the right, *up- 
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r squadron of Fane's Horse, which gallantly charged and 
drove back the whole of the Tartar cavalry in that quarter. On the 
left the heavy masses of the enemy were charged and thrown into 
confusion by only looof the jet Sikh Irregular Cavalry, led by Major 
Probyn; the 15th Punjab Infantry, pushing an after the defeated 
enemy with great spirit and advancing beyond Chang-tsia-wan, 
captu red a large Chinese camp and several guns. The all ted forces 
in this battle did not exceed 4,000 men, w hile those of the Chinese 
were estimated at 30,000, and the enemy lost 600 in killed alone, 
while the British loss was no more than 20 , and the French only 15, 

On the 2 1st Sept ember the march was resumed and an action with 
the enemy took place on the same day near Tang-chow, in which 
the 1st Dragoon Guards and Fane’s Horse distinguished themselves. 
The enemy were at once defeated with great loss, our own casu¬ 
alties a mourning to no more than two men killed, and three officers 
and twenty-six men wounded. After a delay of about two weeks the 
advance towards Pekin was resumed on the 5th October, and the 
Summer Palace, outside the city, was reached and occupied without 
opposition on the yth, On the following day some prisoners who had 
been treacherously captured by the Chinese near Tang-chow on the 
21 st of the preceding month were brought into camp, and nine more 
were given up on the nth ; the remainder (sixteen in number), 
including Lieutenant Anderson and nine so ws of Fane's Horse, had 
died in captivity from the barbarous lit-treatment to which they 
had been subjected. 

Pekin surrendered on the 13th of October : the treaty of Tien¬ 
tsin was ratified in the course of the month, and on the 7th and 8th of 
November the British Army left the capital. The 1st Sikh 
Irregular Cavalry and the Sth* 15th and 19th Punjab Infantry returned 
almost immediately to India; Fane's Horse was detained at Tien¬ 
tsin until the following October; the Regiment of Ludhiana did not 
embark for India until April 1861 ; while the nth Punjab Infantry 
was employed in and around Shanghai until May 1862, and was 
constantly engaged in skirmishes with the Taiping rebels. 

The 1st Sikh Irregular Cavalry. Fane's Horse,and the 8th and 15th 
Punjab Infantry received permission in 1 36 z to boar the words “Taju; 
Forts * f and Pekin 11 on their colours and appointments (G.G.O* 
No. 132 of 1862), but it was not until 1882 fG. G. O. No. iSfc) that 
the remat uing regiments which had served in China (now the yth. 
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1 loth, nth, 15th* 2and and 271b Bengal Infantry) were authorised 
to bear similar]}' the “word H China/'— with the dates 14 1858.59/'or 
i4 1860-62" according to the operations in which they had taken part. 
Medals were granted for the operations of 1857-59 and of 1860-62, 
with Clasps for the Taku Forts and Pekin, but were not allowed to 
corps employed in garrison work at Chtisan, Shanghai, and Canton- 

One more small affair requires notice; this was the Sikkim 
expedition, which was necessitated by an unprovoked attack on the 
Political Agent and his escort in November i860. The force em¬ 
ployed was about 1,800 strong, and was commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel j, C, Gawler, of the 73rd Foot; it was composed of wings of 
the 6th Foot, the 3rd Sikh Infantry, and the 73rd Native Infantry* the 
head-quarters and a detachment of the Bengal Police Battalion (JUt- 
ttay'S Sikhs), and some other details. The expedition concentrated at 
Darjeeling in December i860 and January 1861/and a forward move¬ 
ment was made on the 1st February, The enemy collected in force 
on the left bank of the Rangeet* but did not dispute the passage 
of the river; nor did they at any time during the operations risk a con- 
| diet with die British troops. Colonel Gawler advanced as far as 
j the town of Tamiung, when the Sikkim rajah sued for peace, and 
a treaty was concluded on the 29th March, 

1 The course of events has now brought this sketch down to the 
period when the Bengal Army, remodelled and rc-organked sifter the 
great straggle of 1857, assumed the shape in which, with bm small 
modifications, it has existed ever since. This chapter may be closed 
by a cursory survey of the changes so produced ami the re-organisa¬ 
tion which followed them. 

The contusion occasioned by the outburst of the mutiny, and the 
isolation of the main army from the he ad-quarters of Government, 
afford sufficient explanation of the difficulty which attends any search 
after definite orders for the raising of the many regiments which were 
1 hastily formed to take the places of those which had mutinied, and to 
, put down the robe 3 lion. Nor in many cases were official orders puh- 
1 lished,—dte only authority being a letter from the Commissioner, or 
cv en, per haps, verba I i n structions. Thu s t i n quic k 5 u cc ess ion, s prang 
up Hodaon's, Wale’s, Murray's, Cureton's, and land's Horse ; the 2nd, 

3 rd, and 4 th Sikh Irregular Cavalry: Be&tson's, Meade's, £ charts* 
and Alexanders Horse; the Benares, the Rohilkhand, and the I St 
and and Mahratta Cavalry, Of infantry there were the i4 Sikh 










Volunteers" (formed from the faithful Pimjabis of regiments below 
Allahabad), the Delhi Pioneers, eighteen regiments of Punjab 
Infantry and a number of levies formed at various places in the North- 
West Provinces, All through the autumn of 1857 and the spring of 
1858, as regiment after regiment of the old army joined the stream 
of mutiny, fresh troops succeeded to the places deserted by their 
faithless predecessors. It is unnecessary hereto enter into the details 
of all these corps, nor to trace the fate of the regiments whose history 
ended so disgracefully i n 1857* A few facts may, however, be noted, 
as marking the rapid development of the new Army. By G*G Q* 
No, 736 of 1858 the formation of four regiments of European light 
cavalry was ordered, in substitution of eight of the regular Bengal 
Native cavalry corps, and the officers of the ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th 
7Lh, 9th and loth Light Cavalry were transferred to the new regiments, 
On the 9th September 1859, an order (G, G* G, No* 1277) was pub¬ 
lished by the Govern or-General detailing the regiments and parts of 
regiments which had shown themselves “proof against temptation* 
fanaticism, and threats;" and mentioning the special services of all 
such corps. The order concludes by enumerating the regiments 
which would thenceforward cease to exist in the Bengal Army, In 
jane of the same year, m active operations against the rebels became 
by degrees confined to a few isolated districts, the reduction of the 
exceptional numbers of troops in Bengal was commenced; & number 
of corps, including the Sikh and Gurkha regiments, wire reduced 
to 700 sepoys, formed in ten companies of 70 men each; the 
newly-raised Hindustani levies were brought down to a strength 
of 600 : and the whole of the irregular cavalry to 420 sowars per 
regiment* 

On the 5fb of January i860 orders were issued for the disband¬ 
ment of the 3rd Regiment of Hodson’s Horse, while on the same date 
volunteers were called lor to form another irregular corps for service 
in China. There the new regiment won distinction as Fane’s 
Horse/' and it still exists as the 19th Bengal Lancers* 

G*G.tX No* 903, dated the nth September 1S60, ordered the 
transfer from the control of the Punjab Government to that of the Corn* 
mander-in-Chief of the four regiments of Sikh irregular cava-ry and 
of the Punjab infantry regiments numbered from 7th to 24 th : this 
order waa to take effect from the 15th February 185.9. 
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In 1861 orders were published re-organising the confused crowd 
of regiments, old and new, regular and irregular, which the storm of 
the mutiny had left to represent the army of Bengal, The cavalry 
j was re-organised by G, G. 0 , No. 494, dated 31st May 1S61. In the 
August of the preceding year there existed seventeen native cavalry 
regiments under the orders of the Government of India and twenty- 
j nine under the Commander-in*Chiet Of the former, the regiment 
of Nagpur Cavalry was disbanded ; Meade s Horse was incorporated 
with the Central India Horse; the remainder, including the Guides 
Cavalry and five Punjab regiments, remained unchanged. Of the 
other twenty-nine, ten were disbanded,—namely, the 3rd, 9th, tnh 
and 16th Irregular Cavalry, Alexander's Horse, the Benares Horse, 
and the m Mahiatta Horse, the 3rd Si kit Irregular Cavalry, the 
Ramgarh Irregular Cavalry, and Lind’s Palh&it Cavalry* * The 
remainder were numbered and designated as follows;— 


l ft Bengal Cavairj t —fortnerty the 
1 st I iregu Ur Cava] r y. 

, and Bengal CavaIry,—■ formerly th<5 
2nd Irregular Cava fry, 

3rd Bengal Cavalry,—fcroisrly the 
4 th Irregular Cavalry. ' 

4H1 Bengal {"rivalry,— formerly the 
0 th Irregular Cavalry, 

5 th Bengal Cavalry,—formerly the 
7Eh Ir regular Cavalry, 

6th Bengal Cavalry,—!formerly the 
* 8th Irregular Cavalry, 

7th, Bengal Cavalry,—formmrly the 
i ?th Imgulur Cavalry. 

8th Bengal Cavalry,—formerly the 
18th Irregular Cavalry, 
oih Bengal Cavalry,—formerly the 
1 st Regiment of Hudson's 
Horse, 

10th Bengal Cavalry,—formerly the 
nd Regiment of H orison’* 
Horse* 


nth Bengal Cavalry,—formerly the 
I at Sikh Irregular Cavalry 
tWale’s Horse). 

i?th Bengal Cavalry,—formerly the 
2nd Sikh Irregular Cavalry, 
*3th Bengal Cnvafry,—formerly the 
4th Sikh Irregular Cavalry, 
Uth Rental Cavalry,—formerly 

Murray’s jat Horse* 
rsth Bengal Civalry,—formerly 

Cure ton’s Modi tani Horse, 
i 6 t 1 i Bengal Cavalry,—formerly the 
kohitkhand Horse. 

»7th Bengal Cavalry,—formerly 

RoUrts’ Horse, 

rSli. Bengal Cavalry,— ‘formerly the 
2nd Mahiatta Horse, 

19th Bengal Cavalry,—formerly 

Fane's Horse. 


Each regiment was to consist of 4*® sowars, in six troops, as 
follow?*'— 

3 Biaaldars, on 8300, 350 and 200 a month, respectively 
3 fte<&aidirs» on R 130,13$ and 120. 
t Wurdi-Major, on R130. 
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The lit Assam Light Infantry Battalion. 
The 2nd |f „ „ „ 

Thu Sylhet „ „ 

The Arakan Battalion* 

1 he Allah ibad Levy, 

The l H atch^ i h Levy. '■ 

The Mainpuri Levy, 


The Bareilly Levy 
Thu Meerut Le vy+ 

Thu Agra Levy. 

The Aligarh Levy* 

The Shahjahanpur Levy. 
The Cawnport* Levy* 
The Muradabad Levy, 
The Kumann Levy. 


Of these the Nasseri Battalion 


and Ulc 2 nd Gwalior Regiment and 


the last three of the levies were broken up. 

The Kammp and Axak&n Battalions and the Bhagatpur H 21 
Rangers were transferred to the police, and either broken up ar 
absorbed in the general police. 

Of the Punkah regiments, the first six and the last were under the 
Government of India, The remainder were under the Commander- 
in-Chief, and of these the ioth, nth, 13th and 14th were broken up* 

The four Sikh regiments and the Corps of Guides remained un¬ 
changed* 

Of the local corps, the Pegu Light Infantry Battalion and one Nagpur 
regiment were broken up; the Mliair and Mhairwara Battalions were 
regarded as police. 

The remaining line regiments of the Army were nor/ numbered 
and designated ax follows : — 

1st Ip t2tk Bengal Native Infantry t —formerly the 2ist, 31st, 33rd, 

42nd, 447th, 5Qih, 63rd, fisfchi 66th (Gurkhas) and /otb Nativ* infantry* 
r$£k fa tend Bengal Native Infantry, — formerly the Regiment of KaLat-i* 
Gfuhai, the ShekHawati Battalion, the Regiment of Ferorcpore* tho Regiment 
of Ludhiana, the Skmoo* - f&fJe Regiment, the Kunmoti Battalion, the Ex bit 
Gurkha Regiment, the Regiment of Lucknow, the Loyal Putbiali Ferment 
and the Aliporc Regiment* 

23rd fa Bengal Motive Infantry,— formerly the ?th, Fth> 9th, nth, 
15th, tfcth, 17th, ihth, 19th, 20th, 21st, 22mif, and 24th Punjab Infantry. 

ffith fo 45th Betigal Native Infantry *— formar Jy the Allahabad, Fatchgarh, 
Mampori, Bai eilly, Meerut, Agra, MStrarb, and Shah hi ha n pur Levies and the 
1st Gwalior Infantry, 

jftih fa 4®fA Bengal Nath,- fn/antry ,*™formerly the 1st and 2nd A statu 
Light Infantry Battalions, and the Sylhet Light Infantry ikittahon* 

Within six months, however, under instructions from the Secretory 
of State, this arrangement w&a again altered; all the Gurkha corps, 
including the 6f>th Light Infantry (the original Nasser! Battalion) were 
withdrawn from the line, and numbered separately from the istto 
the 4th, — the Hazara Gurkha Battalion, attached to the Punj&b 
Irregular Force, beinu uumbered the 5th, 
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The line regiments of Bengal Native Infantry were then <G. G, O. 
No, 990, dated October 49th, 1S61) finally numbered iu the follow¬ 
ing order t— 


New 
Number, 
Pergol 

Natfto 

Infa ntry. 

1st 

2nd * 

3rd 

4 th 

5th , 

Uh 

7th 

Sth . 
9th 

loth * 
t ith 
lath 
13th 
14th 
irth . 
16th * 
17th , 
iSth 

i jth 
Sot'll 
31 ft 
92nd . 


Ohl number or name. 


21st Native Infantry* 

31st Native (Light) Infantry* 
3?nd Native Infantry. 

33 rd i« t* 

42nd Native (Light) Infantry, 

43 rd *• »* 

47 th Native Infantry. 

wth rj *. 

ft$rd „ m 

f'Sth tj 1* 

yotH m j* t 

Regiment of Kniat4*GhiUar# 
Shi’khavfati Battalion* 

of Keri'iepore, 
Regiment of Ludhiana. 
Regiment of Lock now. 

Loyal Purhiah Regiment, 

ALpore Regiment (Cakutta 
Mflitk) 

?th Punjab Infantry. 

Sth „ 

9th „ 

nth t * t » 


mtv t . 

nerval 

Native 

Infantry. 


Old number or name. 


* Sth Punjab Infantry (Pioneers), 
itith M 
17th s , 
tdth „ 

» 9 di » 

20th rf 
aist tl 
unit ,, 

23rd „ 

14th rr tt (Pioneers). 
Albthabad Levy, 

Fatehgarh 
Mainour t 
Bareilly 
Mccriit 

fe r. . 

Shaiiphanpur Irry. 
i r 4 Gwalior Regiment, 

1st Assam Light Infantry Batta* 
•ion. 

, r M M if 

Sylhet Light Infantry BatUJion 


At the same time the Artillery arid the Corps of Engineers 
whose great deeds m the past had added so much to the glory of the 
Bengal Army* and > hose lists had given so many honourable names 
to history, were transferred to the Royal Corps, and ceased to exist a* 
separate bodies. 

No notice has been made of the greatest change of all, namely, the 
transfer of the Indian forces to the Crown, This event, however, 
though of great importance politically, affected the Native Army 
in little more than name and in the conditions of service of its British 
officers, into the details of which it is neither necessary nor con¬ 
venient to enter here. The announcement was made on the 1st 
November 1858,that Her Majesty had assumed the Government of 
India; and from that day the Honorable East India Company passed 
2W*y into the pages of history. 



Bengal 
A riTiery and 
Engineers, 
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ifl . As far as concerned the arming and equipment oE the Native 

** P soldiers, hut few changes were made in these years, fraught with such 

important reforms elsewhere. The attempt to introduce the new 
Enfield rifle with its novel cartridge was made 'one of the direct 
causes of, or at any rate the pretext for, the mutiny; arid in 
consequence the infantry remained for many years after with no better 
weapon than the old smooth-bore percussion musket. In the cavalry, 
however, c new weapon was introduced, called the** \ ictoria carbine, 
with which all regiments were armed (G. 0 . G. G. 27th April tB6e). 
Other innovations were the introduction of khaki clothing for nam e 
regiments; and the abolition of the leather stock, a small matter 
4 seemingly, but one which made a good deal of difference in the 
soldier's comfort. 

So ends the third great division of the military history of 
Bengal, With this chapter we seem to pass altogether to another 
epoch—to turn from ancient history to modern* The great Com* 
panv which raised the fabric of the British Empire in India has 
passed away; the regiments it created, which won ils battles ami up¬ 
held its power, have disappeared; but a new Army has arisen, and 
turn now from the ashes of the past to tell of the living deeds of the 
Bengal Army of to-day. 









Chapter IX—(1862—1879). 

plarehmaVs Abridgment—Dhotan Waf {Rennie)— Abyssiohn War {Holland and < 
Expedition, *71 f ^Official Papers on thn Ltidiai | 

Expedition—Offia&l Paper* on D&t urbanecs in the Kbaristh Hills, '62—Perak 
and the Malays {McNair\~^Jur Malay Conquest* IPapers on 
the N»ga Expeditions of *75, *?&* *70* 'Uu^Fn«iticr Expeditions {Paget and 
Jfmiw) ,n (i«GiO>i G.O.C.C., and S.G, 

Ik the compter which follows we must pass in review a long period 
of comparative inactivity for the Indian Army, although the little wars 
which are inseparable from a great colonial empire afford constant 
and sufficient incident to prove that service on the Indian frontier 
otters more experience of active soldiering than is to be found in 
any position elsewhere. 

The first of these small expeditions was on the North-East Frondes 
in suppression of a rebellion of the tribes in the Kh&siah and Jaintiah 
Hills of Assam in December 1862, and the two following months. 
The country had been in a dihturbed state for several months and 
outrages had been frequent; it was not, however, until December that 
regular operations were commenced. The force in the disturbed 
districts was composed of the Eurasian Company of Artillery, the 
ztsU z$th f 33rd, and 44th Bengal Native Infantry, the Bengal 
Military Police Battalion (“Rattray's Sikhs"), and some local 1 
military police, tuid was commanded by Colonel Durjford* The 
first engagement was an 3 ttaek on a convoy escorted by a part) of 
the 21st near Jainii&pur, in which a sepoy was killed. On the 25th 
December % detachment of the 28th and a few of the 44th, under 
Lieutenant Sadleir, surprised and captured the rebel leader Uklang 
Nongba. During January and February 1863 several engagements 
took place with the rebels, in which the arst and 44th took the 
principal part, and the stockaded villages of Umhaf, U midtag and 
Nongbarai were captured. The losses in the operations were small,! 
notwithstanding the difficulties Of the country and the strength of some 
of the positions, and amounted m all to 3 killed and 19 wounded : 
among the latter were Lieutenant-Colonel W, Richardson (at 
Umkiang, cth January} and CVptain A. L Shuldham, of the 44th, 
nod Lieutenants H, Collett (Naung-floot, 2nd February ) and R, S. 
Robertson (Sartiong, 23rd February), of the sist Native Infantry, 
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The active operations terminated in March 1863, 

AmtMsjm Towards the end of thasame year the conduct of the Hindustani 

■Wa- fanatics necessitated the despatch of an expedition against them 

and the tribes that were harbouring them, and this eventuated 
in the most severe and sanguinary conflict that had yet taken place 
cm the North-West Frontier, These pestilent fanatics, when expelled 
from S item a in 1858, had retired to Matka, on the northern face 
of the Mahaban Mountain, but they had subsequently returned to 
SI tana and had, for a series of years, bv their raids and incursions, 
kept the Hawra and Yusufzai borders in a constant state of unrest. 
Contrary to ihrir treaty obligations, the Gadum and Utnianzais 
refused to expo) the fanatics, and the troubles on the border having 
increased during the spring and summer of 1863, a recourse to 
military Operations at last became unavoidable. The force detailed 
for the purpose of expelling the fanatics from their mountain fast* 
nesses and of punishing those who had aided and abetted them in 
their depredations, was placed under the command of Brigadier- 
General Sir N. B. Chamberlain, kx,b., and was composed of the 
following corps;—Hall of ‘C * Battery, 19th Brigade, Royal Artil¬ 
lery,* half of No, 3 Punjab Light Field Battery; the Peshawar 
, Mountain Train Battery; the Hazara Mountain Train Battery; detach¬ 
ments of the Guides Cavalry and 1 ith Bengal Cavalry; the 4th and 
5th Companies of Bengal Sappers and Miners; the 71st Foot 
j (Highland Light Infantry); the 101st Foot (Royal Bengal Fusiliers); 

| the 14th l Sikhs), 2 oilr (Punjab) and 32nd (Pioneers) Bengal Native 
Infantry; the Guides Infantry; the ist, 3rd, 5th, and 6ih Punjab 
Infantry; and the 4th and 5th Gurkha Regiments. The effective 
strength of the force was about 5,300 men. 

TUt advanced column, under Lieutenant-Colonel Wilde of the 
Guides, entered the Ambela Passf on the 20th October, and having 
driven back small parties of (he enemy which opposed Its march, 
was followed later in the same day by the main column under Sir 
Neville Chamberlain. Intelligence was at this time received that 
the Biificrwats had been persuaded by the fanatics to uke part in 
the hostilities against tis; and this report was confirmed on the 22 nd 
when a reconnoitring force, which advanced as far as Kurin, In the 
Chamla valley, was attacked by the Bunerwals in its retirement and 
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by their superior numbers; th^ retirement was covered 
with great steadiness by the soth Native Infantry, which formed the 
rear-guard, and the force jot back to camp after dark, having sus¬ 
tained a loss of 3 killed and a3 wounded, amongst the former of 
whom was Lieutenant Gillies, Hazara Mountain Battery, 

The hostility of the Bunerwals necessitated considct able altera¬ 
tions in the plan of the campaign, as an advance on Malka through 
the Charola valley, with this powerful and warlike tribe menacing 
our left flank, was an operation too full of risk to be undertaken* 
The force, moreover, was quite inadequate for any such operation ; 
*.nd the only alternatives were either to abandon the expedition 
and retire, or else to take up a defensive position and allow the 
combined tribes to break their strength against it* The latter ap¬ 
peared to Chamberlain to be the plan best calculated to uphold the ; 
honour of our arms, and he adopted it accordingly. He therefore 
took up a position at the head of the pass, and this was held with 
slight modifications for several weeks* until the arrival of reinforce¬ 
ments. 

On the 35th October, the picqucts of the right defence being 
menaced by the Mafuban tribes, Major Keyes, who commanded on 
the spot, taking the initiative, attacked and dislodged the tribesmen 
from the position they had taken up on a neighbouring ridge, and 
following up the success, drove them, with heavy loss, from a coni¬ 
cal hill on which they had assembled in great force. On the 
following day the Bimerwals made a vigorous assault on the left flank 
of the position, on the Guru mountain, and especially on a picquet 
stationed on a rocky knoll known as the Eagle's Nest, Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Vaughan, who commanded on this side, made his 
arrangements with great skill, and though the fighting continued 
for several hours, the enemy did not succeed in making any impres¬ 
sion on the defence; the 2Gth Native Infantry was again conspi¬ 
cuous by its steadiness, and a gallant charge was made by the 6 th 
Pu njab Infantry, whidi, however, suffered severe ly in its reti remeitt. 
The attack was finally repulsed, but not before two British officers 
(Lieutenant Clifford, 1st Punjab Cavalry, a volunteer wdth the 3rd 
Punjab Infantry, and Lieutenant Richmond, 20th Native Infar.try), 
Sabadar-Major Mir AH Shah, 20th Native Infantry, and 25 men 
had been killed, and one British officer, seven Native officers, and 
84 men wounded. The enemy, too. lost heavily, not less than 250 of 
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them having been killed, and of these more than thirty were Hindustani 
fanatics. A simultaneous attack was made on the front of the camp, 
when one man was killed and one British officer and two men 
wounded. 


On the 17th the enemy were joined by large reinforcements 
from Swat, Bajaur, and other parts of the country, and in fact we 
were now face to face with a general combination of almost all the 
tribes from the Indus to the borders of Afghanistan, the numbers in 
arms against us being not less than 15,000 men. On the 30th a 
united and determined attack wa3 made on the camp in front and on 
the right. In the latter quarter a small but important post, known as 
the **Crag Picquet,” held by a party of the 1st Punjab Infantry, was 
rushed by the enemy in force and its defenders compelled to 
retire ; a detachment of the same regiment arriving, however, to the 
support of their picquet* recovered the post at the point of the 
bayonet, led in the most gallant manner by Major Keyes* Lieutenant 
Pitcher and Lieutenant Fosbery* 

The front attack, made by the Swat contingent, was repulsed 
without difficulty, as also was a feeble effort against the defences 
Ion the left. Our losses in the day's fighting amounted to 14 killed 
1 and 41 wounded, Major Keyes and Lieutenant Pitcher being 
amongst the latter. 

At this period a change in the line of communications was carried 
out. the Une of the Ambeia defile having become untenable in 
consequence of the hostility of the Bunerwals; a new line, leading 
down to the plains from the right of the position, through the 
villages of Khanpur and Sherdara, was decided upon, and working 
parties employed in cutting a new road towards Ambeia along the 
western slopes of tht ridge on the right of the position, to supersede 
that by the gorge of the pass, which was commanded to a great 
extent from the Guru mountain. The next engagement with the 
enemy, which took place on the tflh November, began in an attack 
on the detach meats covering the working parties on this road; the 
tribesmen advanced with great boldness while the working parties 
were being withdrawn for the day, and a sanguinary conflict ensued, 
in which severe losses were sustained by our troops* in consequence 


* The ffto-ixict of Uantecrttiit Pitcher and Faib<rfv was rewarded 
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ffcome of the covering parties having stood thdr ground too long 
after the general retirement began, and being overwhelmed by their 
assailants as they retreated. The casualties this day amounted to 
38 killed and 40 wounded, among the former being Major Harding. 
Commandant of the 2nd Sikh Infantry, who was on the staff of the 
field force. Lieutenant Dougal, 79th Highlanders, attached to the 
71st* and Ensign Murray, of the 71st Highland Light Infantry. 

On the evening of the uth November it was apparent that a 
general attack was imminent. The enemy advanced at id p.m- 
and assaulted the Crag Picquct with great fury; they were re-, 
poised, but returned again and again to the charge; and at one 
moment were so near carrying the post that it was only saved by the I 
gallantry of a small party of five men of the aoth Native Infantry. 
The attacks continued until 4 a.m. on the mh t when the enemy, 
having suffered severely, retired. The picquct remained constantly 
under arms until the morning of the 13th, when it was relieved by a 
detachment of the 1st Punjab Infantry. Hardly had the change 
been effected when the post was again attacked in great force ; Lieu¬ 
tenant Davidson, who was in command, was kilted, and the picquct 
of the 1 st Punjab Infantry driven out in confusion. The enemy's 
success did not, however, extend further, being checked by the 
gallantry of another parly of the 1st Punjab Infantry, aided by a few 
of the Guides and the 1.4th Native Infantry under Major Ross of the 
latter corps; reinforcements presently arrived, and ibe 101st, with 
these detachments, stormed the crag and re-took the position. Our j 
fosses, however, were heavy, amounting to no less than 51 killed and ' 
ray wounded. 


On the iSih the position of the camp was changed, the left being 
withdrawn from the Guru mountain to the south of the Atnbek pass. 
Th e enemy, supposing ihat this withdrawal was made as a preliminary 
to a retreat to the plains, immediately advanced in great numbers 
and furiously attacked what was now the left front of the position. 
Every attempt was, however, repulsed and at the close of the day the 
tribesmen retired, having lost nearly 400 of their numbers in killed 
and wounded. Our own loss, too, was considerable, 14mounting to 43 
killed and 75 wounded, among the former of whom were Captain 
Smith, ?i|t Foot, Lieutenant Jones, 79th, attached to the 71st, 
Lieutenant Chapman, ioist, and Lieutenant Mosley, 14th Native 
Infantry, 
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On the i 9th some skirmishing took place, in which Captain 
Aldridge, of the 71st, was killed, 

Ol the 20th the tribesmen again advanced in large numbers and 
vigorously assailed the position at various points, md in the afternoon 
they once more succeeded in capturing the Crag Picquet post; 
but it did not remain long in their possession ; the 71st Highlanders 
and the 51b Gurkhas were promptly pushed forward, and undercover 
of a close and accurate fire of artillery those two regiments stormed 
the position and re-took it, driving the enemy over the hills in 
the direction of Lalu, Our losses this day amounted to 27 killed, and 
no wounded; Ensign Sanderson and Assistant-Surgeon Pile, of the 
tarsi, being amongst the former, and Sir Neville Chamberlain him¬ 


self amongst the latter* 

For more than three weeks after this engagement the enemy 
made no movement of importance. During this period Sir Neville 
Chamberlain was compelled* in consequence of the severity uf his 
wound, to relinquish the command of the force and retire to the 
plains; he was succeeded by Major-General Garvock, who arrived 
on the 30th November. During this interval, too, the force was 
raised to s strength of nearly 9,000 men by the arrival of consider¬ 
able re-inforcements, consisting of the 7th and 93rd Foot (the Royal 
Fusiliers and the Sutherland Highlanders), the 23rd Bengal Native 
Infantry (Pioneers), and the 3rd 8ikh Infantry, 'live tribesmen 
still continued in our front in undiminished strength, for though 
deserted by several clans and sections who, dispirited by repeated 
defeats, had gone off to their homes, they too had received powerful 
re-inforcemeats, amounting to nearly 10,000 men, from Dir, Fajaur, 
and even Kunir, Several attempts at negotiation were made with 
the object ol breaking up the hostile combination, but they came 
to nothing, and eventually General Garnet determined on making 
a forward movement and assailing the tribesmen in their position 
in his front. Accordingly on die (4th December orders were Issued 
f^r an advance on the village of Lalu* The force was divided into 
two columns, which were placed under the command respectively 
of Colonel Turner, 97th Foot, and Licuteijsnt-Colcmel Wilde; both 
advanced on the 15th against the enemy’s position and stormed in 
a brilliant manner the Conical Hill on the right, driving the enemy 
1 down to Am be la ; the first column then advanced and seized and 
I destroyed Lain, Several desultory con mer-at racks were made by 
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ihe enemy on the left and on the camp, all oE which were repelled ; 
and a brilliant charge by a detachment of the tst Punjab Infantry, 
mider Major Keyes, finally scattered the assailants in this quarter. 
The columns bivouacked on the ground, having lost in the da> s 
fighting 16 killed and 67 wounded. 

On the 16th the two columns moved forward into the valley. 
The enemy took up a strong position to resist their further advance, 
but being out-flanked by the first column they retired withoni tiring 
,1 shot, and retreated slowly towards the pass leading into Buner. 
Colonel Turner made a movement to cut them off from this point, 
which was answered by a sudden and furious attack on the part of 
the Pathans and fanatics : the brunt of the charge felt upon 23rd and 
3 and Native Inlautry, who were staggered for the moment by the 
violence of the onslaught, but recovering themselves they turned on 
their assailants and destroyed the whole of them, not one man 
escap’ng The advance was then continued, and finally the enemy 
were driven into the mouth of the pass. In this sharp aifair our 
losses amounted to Lieutenant Alexander, of the 23rd, and seven 
men killed, and four officers and 76 men wounded. 

This was the lost engagement of the campaign. 1 he Bunerwai 
chiefs tendered their submission on the following day ; the Swatis 
retired hastily to their homes, and the Hindustani fanatics fled into 
the hills. A few days later Walk a, the stronghold of tire fanatics, 
was visited by some British officers escorted by the duner tribes¬ 
men, and completely destroyed. The British force was then with¬ 
drawn to the plains, having sustained during the campaign a loss of 
15 British officers, 4 Native officers and 219 men killed, and 21 
British Officers, 27 Native officers, and 622 men wounded. The 
India medal, with a special clasp, was aiterwards granted to all survi¬ 
vor® of the expedition (G. G. O. No. 813 of 1869), 

Simultaneously with the Ambela campaign occurred a descent on 
the British frontier by some of the Mohmand tribes under Sultan 
Muhammad Khan. The garrison of the fort of Shabkadar was en¬ 
gaged with the enemy on the 5th December 1863, when Liemcnant 
Bishop, 6th Bengal Cavalry, was killed. Two days aftet wards 
another skirmish took place, the troops engaged (detachments of the 
8th Native Inlantry and the 4th Sikh Infantry) sustaining a loss of two 
sepoys killed, and one jemadar and three sepoys wounded, For 
three weeks after this various fanatical mullas were engaged in 
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stirring up the tribes and collecting adherents from the surrounding 
districts, until, by the ist January 1864* their numbers amounted to 
5,600. The force at Shabkadar had in the meantime been consi¬ 
derably increased, and now reached a total of 1*800, including hah a 
battery of horse*artillery, detachments of the 7th Hussars and of the 
and and 6th Bengal Cavalry, the 3rd Battalion of the Rifle Brigade, 
the and Gurkha Regiment, and a detachment of the 4th Sikh Infan- 
j try, the whole under the command of Colonal Macdonell, of the 
! Rifle Brigade, The enemy again came down on Shabkad&r on the 
and January; Colonel Macdondl moved cutand engaged them, and 
1 in the action which followed completely muted and dispersed them, 
the loss on our side amounting to only 2 men killed, and 17 
wounded. The India medal was granted for this affair by G* G, O. 
j No. 116 of 1884. 

The history of the year 1S64 again carries 11s to the Northern and 
t North-Eastern Frontiers of Bong l where a tong continued series of 
raids and incursion * into British territory, culminating in an out- 
! ragcotis insult to a British Mission, forced on a war with the Govern¬ 
ment of Bhutan in November 1864, 

The forces detailed for the operations against Bhutan were 
divided into four columns as follow ; — 

Right Calumny — to move from Gauhati against Dewangiii: — 
Half of the Eurasian Company of Artillery, one squadron of the 5th 
Bengal Cavalry', one company of Sibandi Sappers, and the 43rd Native 
Infantry (Assam Light Infantry). 

Right Centre Column,— to move from Goalpara against Bisseru 
giri :—-Half of the Eurasian Company of Artillery, one squadron of 
j the § th and two of the Uih Bengal Cavalry, one company of Sibandi 
I Sappers,and a wing each of the 1 2th and the 44th Native Infantry 
(Sylhet Light Infantry). 

Left Centre Column, — to move from Cooch Behar against Bafcsa 
and Bn la —Half of No. 5 Battery, 2£th Brigade (mountain guns) 
and half of No. 6 Battery, 25th Brigade Royal Artillery (mortars); 
one company of sappers and miners, a wing of the mh Native 
Infantry, and the 3rd Gurkha Regiment. 

Left Coin mn^to move from jalpaiguri against Dhaiimkot and 
Chatmrrchi: — Half of Nt\ $ Battery, 25th Brigade , (mountain guns) 
and half of No. 6 Battery , /5th Brigade, Royal Artillery (mortars) ; 
two squadrons of the 5th Bengal Cavalry, one company of sappers 
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and miners, a wing each of the nth and 18th Native Infantry, and 
the 30th Native Infantry, 

The two columns ori the right were placed under the command of 
Brigadier-General M ulcas ter, those on the left under Brigadier- 


General Duusford* 


The left column, under Brigadier-General Dunsford, was the 
first to move. Marching from Jalpaiguri on the 28th November, 
it arrived before the hill fort of Dhalimkot on the 5th December, 
and on the following day the place was taken after a bombardment 
of several hours, wnh a loss on our side of 3 officers and 7 men 
killed, and 3 officers and 56 men wounded. A considerable portion 
of the loss was occasioned by the premature bursting of a shell, 
which resulted in the death of Captain Griffin, Lieutenant Ander¬ 
son, Lieutenant Waller, and several men of the artillery. No further 
opposition was met with, and the occupation of Dhalimkot by a 
detachment of the 37th Native Infantry from Darjeeling having been 
arranged for, the column returned to the plains and marched 
eastwards along the foot of the hills towards Chamurchi. In the 
vicinity of that place a reconnoitring parly was attacked by the 
enemy on the 30 th December, and in the skirmish which ensued 
the detachment had twelve men wounded. On the 31st, the post 
of Chamurchi was attacked and carried alter a slight resistance, 
in which the force suffered a loss of two men killed and three 
wcorded. 

The left centre column, under Lieutenant-Colonel Watson, 
met with little opposition in its advance; the fort of Baksa was 
occupied on the 6di December, and the Bala Pass was forced, and 
Tazagong captured, on the list. 

The right column, under Lieutenant-Colonel R- Campbell, 43rd 
Native Infantry, and accompanied by Brigadier-General Mulcaster, left 
Gauhati on the and December, and on the 10th entered the Daranga 
Pass, at the top of which the fort of Dcwangiri was situated. On the 
same day Dewangiri was captured by a party of Military Police 
under Captain Macdonald, who had gone up by another route, 
with a loss on our side of one man killed and f*vc wounded, and 
on the nth Brigadier-General Mulcaster arrived there with pan 
of the column. On the 17th December the column was broken 
up and returned to the plains, Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell having 
been left at Dewangiri with six companies of the 43rd Native 
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mad-quarters of the SoLli Foot, and the x 9thand 31^1 Native Infantry; 
he Right Brigade was placed under Brigadier-General Tombs, and 
ncluded No. 3 Battery, 25th Brigade, Royal Artillery, the Eurasian 
Battery of Arliilery, a detachment of the nth Bengal Cavalry, a 
aompanj of sapper*, the head quarters wing of the 55 th Foot, the 
12th, 19th, and 44th Native Infantry, and a detachment of the 


13 ^. 

The advance of the two brigades was followed by the speedy 
conclusion of hostilities. The enemy’s stockades at Tazagong, in 
the Bala Pass, were captured on the 13th March by a part of the 
Ltft Brigade, with a loss of only three men killed and one officer 
and nineteen men wounded; and Baksa and Chamurch; were both 
relieved by the 24th March. On the latter date a forward move¬ 
ment was made by the Right Brigade from Knmrikgta, and the 
Daranga Pass was taken the same day by detachments of the 14th 
Bengal Cavalry and of the lath, 2nth, and 44th Native Infantry, the 
whole under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Stevens, after a ! 
smart skirmish, in which a loss was sustained of 1 men killed and 
Lieutenant Beddy, 29th Native Infantry, and 13 men wounded. On 
the 1st April t lie "final advance on De wan girl was made, and on the 
following day the place was taken by storm. The storming party 
consisted of'three companies of the 29th Native Infantry, under the 
command of Lieutenant Beddy (described by Brigadier-Genera! 
Tombs as “ a most gallant young officer, who had already disting¬ 
uished himself more than once' 1 ), supported by detachments of the 
55th Fool and the 12th Native Infantry. On the signal to assault 
being given these troops advanced with a rush and soon effected an 
entrance into the works; the enemy were in great strength, three 
thousand at least, and made a desperate hut unavailing resistance; 
about 130 of them were killed, and they left about 120 wounded 
behind them. Our loss amounted to seven men killed, and four 
officers and 99 men wounded. 

This practically concluded the war, but the Dhuliahs were not yet 
subdued, and it being an object of importance, moreover, to recover 
the guns lost at Dewangiri in February, it became necessary to keep a 
considerable force on the frontier until the time should arrive for 
the renewal of operations. During this period the troops suffered 
terribly from the deadly climate of the Terai, Towards the end of 











Ati«i»miaa 

Wir, 




THE SERVICES OP THE 


the year, some negociations took place with the Bhutan Government 
and the surrender of the guns was made one of the conditions of the 
re-establishment of peace. The guns were, however, in the hands oi 
the Tongsoo Penlow, the leading spirit in the war against us, and as 
the surrender of them was delayed, Colonel Rich rdson, who was 
commanding the right column of the Bhutan Field Force, moved 
forward from Dewangiri into Bhutan early in February iSd6» with a 
force consisting of a company of sappers, a wing of the 9th Native 
Infantry, two companies of the 12th, and the whole of the a6th 
Native Infantry. On rive 6lb February he advanced to Salika, with 
a loss of two men wounded, and on the 7th seized the bridge over 
the Monas river. Being short of transport the force had to hak 
for some time, and in the meantime, on (he 23rd February, the 
BhutUhs surrendered the guns which had fallen into their hands 
and the troops then returned to De wan gin. Peace having been 
concluded, the field force was broken up in the spring of 1866, and 
the troops returned to quarters. By G. G, O. No. B6 of 187s the 
India medal, with a special clasp, was granted to all troops actively 
engaged with the enemy in the Bhutan war* 

In the autumn of 1867 insults offered to the British representative 
and the wanton imprisonment of British subjects by King Theodore 
1 of Abyssinia, necessitated the despatch of an expedition to that 
country. The nature of the undertaking, which involved a march of 
some hundreds of miles from the coast to the capital, through an 
unknown country deficient in supplies and water, and against a 
j fortress known to be of considerable natural strength, demanded die 
exercise of great foresight in the arrangement of preliminaries. 
This received die most careful attention from the officer appointed 
to command,—Lieutenant-General Sir Robert C. Napier, then Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Bombay Army,—and the event justified his 
selection, for seldom or never has an expedition on so large a scale 
been so thoroughly well prepared or so successfully carried through 
without a single hitch or contrtUmps. 

The total force detailed for the expedition amounted to nearly 
14,000 men, and consisted of four regiments and a half of cavalry; 
seven batteries ami one native company of artillery; eight companies 
of engineers and sappers; and four regiments of British and ten of 
native infantry* Of this force Bengal contributed two regiments of 
native cavalry and two battalions of native infantry. These were 
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he Voth Bengal Cavalry (Lancers) and the 13th Bengal Cavalry, the 
list Native Infantry anti the 23rd Native Infantry (Pioneers). 

The Bengal troops embarked at Calcutta in December and Janu- 
ir y, 18*8, and the loth Bengal Cavalry, who were the last lo arrive, 
completed their disembarkation on the 6th March. The 23rd Native 
infantry were the first at Zula, the portot disembarkation in Annesley 
Bay, and accompanied Sir Robert Napier's advance up the country ; 
the MM Native Infantry was employed in garrison duty at the base 
and at various posts on the road. The 12th Bengal Cavalry overtook 
the main column at Anttlo, half-way between the coast and Mag-, 
data, the Abyssinian capital, and the head-quarters advanced with 
the army 10 the latter place. The toih Bengal Cavalry were also 
ordered" up in haste, but were too late to be present at the taking of 
Magdala* 

The army advanced frora Antalo on the izth March, and arrived 
withm a few miles or Magdah on the 7th April. Here a reconnais¬ 
sance in force was commenced by the advance guard, which resulted 
in the first and only serious conflict of the campaign. The advance 
of the British troops was met by a vigorous, though scattered, attack 
of the enemy at Amgi (icth April); the brunt of the first charge was 
borne by the 4th Font (the King’s Own), whose quick-firing Enfield 
rifles drove the enemy back before they could get tn close quarters. 
Another vigorous assault was made on the left, which was met and 
repulsed with great gallantry by the 23rd Bengal Native Infantry. 
The British loss was insignificant, amounting to no more than one 
officer and it) men wounded; but the enemy suffered very heavily, 
so much so that, rather than face a second engagement, a great pro¬ 


portion of Theodore's army deserted during the next two days. 

Some days were spent in endeavours tc induce the king to sur¬ 
render, and were so far successful that the release of the British sub¬ 
jects who were prisoners in his fortress was accomplished. Nothing 
more definite, however, could, be gained, and at length, after due 
preparation, a general advance against Magdala took place on the 13th 
April. As the British force advanced, the king's troops, remembering 1 
the fight at Arogr, deserted by hundreds, and fled in all directions 
from the fortress, go that when the storming party reached the gates 
the band of adherents who remained by their master's side was 
reduced to a mere handful. The place was taken with hardly any 
resistance; such of the garrison as re m&med surrendered; and Theo- 
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dare, when he found that all ms lose discharged a pistol into his 
mouth and blew his brains out. Our loss in the assault amounted to 
only 15 wounded * but of these no less than four were officers. 

With the capture of Magdata the active operations of the cam* 
paign terminated. The retirement commenced within a few days, 
and by the end of May the last detachment of Bengal troops had 
sailed for India, Sir Robert Napier was rewarded for the complete 
success of the expedition with a peerage; a medal was issued to all 
the troops engaged, and six months' donation batta was granted; and 
the word" Abyssinia*' was authorised to be borne on the colours and 
appointments of the corps employed (G. G* 0 , No. u8i of iS6q). 

The next twelve years of the history of the Bengal Army are 
marked by a number of expeditions, of greater or less importance, 
on the North-West Frontier of the Punjab and the Eastern, North- 
Eastern and South-Eastern Frontiers of Bengal, as well as by two 
expeditions beyond sea* These will now be noticed in due order 
of date. 

The first of these events was an affair with the Bizoti Ufakmh 
in the Ublan Pass, about .six miles from Kofiat, on (V? nth 
March, 1868* In order to repel a raid by these people* Major 
Jones, commanding at Kohat, moved out from that plate with 
detachments of No, 2 Punjab Light Field Battery, the 3rd Pun¬ 
jab Cavalry, and the 3rd and 6th Punjab Infantry, 3 n the en¬ 
gagement which ensued the enemy, though at first dr wen buck 
succeeded in repulsing two attacks on the position they had taken 
up, and night coming on the troops had eventually to be withdrawn, 
after sustaining considerable loss—11 killed and 44 wounded,— 
among the former of whom were included Captain Button and 
Subadar Ram Singh of the 3rd Punjab I nfantry,—the latter described 
as " one of the bravest officers of the Punjab Frontier Force*'" 

In the autumn of 1868 it became necessary to send an expedi¬ 
tion against the tribes of the Black Mountain, in Hazara, At the end 
of July in that year a police post at Ughi, in the Agror valley, wa* sud¬ 
denly attacked by a mixed band of Chagarzus, Akazais. Hassanziis, 
and Parian Salads, about 50010 number. Though repulsed with some 
lois they still hung about tins valley ; presently the whole of these 
tribes were up, and, being joined by most of the Swali dans, the in¬ 
surrection began to assume a grave aspect. On the first news of iht 
outbreak Lieutenant'Col on el Rothney promptly moved into f hc 
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from Abboitabad, with the Peshawar Mountain Battery 
t the 51b Gurkha Regiment, but, though he was subse¬ 
quently joined by a wing of the and Punjab Infantry, his force was 
inadequate to cope with the numerous bodies in his front, and he 
was compelled to remain almost entirely on the defensive ; nor was 
he able to prevent the burning by the insurgents of a number of 
British villages* To punish the tribes concerned in the creation of 
these disorders, it was decided io organise an expedition forthwith 
which should ascend the Black Mountain and visit the settlements 
of the offenders, and the troops detailed for this sendee were col¬ 
lected with wonderful rapidity; in particular the 20th Native Infan. 
try marched, in the hot month of August, 233 miles in ten days; the 
3 lit covered 411 miles in twenty-nine days, and two companies of 
the Sappers and Miners nearly 600 miles in the same time. 

Tlu; force was composed of the following troops, which were 
organised in two brigades D" Battery, '* F tf Brigade, Royal 
Horse Artillery, u E " Battery, 19th Brigade, Royal Artillery, No- 2 
Battery, 24th Brigade, Rcyat Artillery; the Peshawar and Hazara 
Mountain Batteries; a detachment of the 9th Bengal Cavalry; the 
16th Bengal Cavalry ; a detachment of the Guides Cavalry; two 
companies of the Sappers and Miner*; the i-6lb and the i-iqth 
Foot; the loth and 14th Bengal Native Infantry; the ist, 2nd, 4th 
and 5th Gurkha Regiments; the 3rd Sikh Infantry, and the smd 
Punjab Infantry. 

The 1st Brigade was commanded by Colonel P,, Q. Bright, 19th 
Foot, and the 2nd by Colonel j. L. Vaughan ; the whole force was 
under the command of Brigadier-General A, T, Wilde, c.b* 

On the 3rd October the operations were begun by a forward move¬ 
ment from Ughb The and Brigade, moving on KHagai, met with 
no opposition, while the 1st Brigade experienced but faint resistance 
in their advance as far aa Mana-ka-Uana. On the next day the 
position of the enemy there was carried by the m and $th Gurkha 
Regiments, and the rst Brigade reached Chitubot, the 2nd moving 
on to Mana-ka-Dana; and on the 5th October the heights of the 
Macbai peak were carried by the 20th Native Infantry, supported by 
1st and 5th Gurkha Regiments, the resistance of the enemy being still 
feeble and half-hearted. During the next eight or ten days, various f 
movements were made without much opposition f rom the enemy, who 
now entered into negotiations and tendered their submission. Only 
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(he Pariari Saiads remained refractory for a while* and their villages 
having been destroyed, and a fine inflicted, the campaign was brought 
to a conclusion- The total casualties during the operations were 5 
killed and 39 wounded. By G, G. O, No* S6 of 1870 the India 
medal was granted for thh- expedition. 

In February 1869, when the Uizoti Urakaais were again located in 
: their winter settlements, an expedition was planned against their village 
of Cara, on the further side of the Uhlan pass, to punish them for 
their raid of the previous year and tor one of which they had since 
been guilty. The arrangements were made with profound secrecy, 
and the force (two guns of No- 1 Punjab Mountain Battery, and the 
1 st and 4th Punjab Infantry,—the whole under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keyes), having left Kohat at 1 a-m, on the 25th, 
gained the summit of the pass without opposition; advancing into 
the valley beyond, they rushed the village of Gara, which was car- 
, ried after a brief struggle and forthwith destroyed- The force then 
commenced its retirement, but the movement was one of consider¬ 
able difficulty, and was not effected without loss- The casualties 
during the expedition amounted to three killed and 33 wounded. 

The operations which come next in order of date occurred at the 
opposite extremity of the Empire, on the Eastern and South-Eastern 
Frontiers of Bengal- For a long series of years the Lushai clan:, 
had been guilty of predatory inroads into British territory, where they 
had comm itted numerous outrages on the inhabitants : latterly these 
had in ere &in frequency, and in the autumn of 1871 affairs had 
arrived at such a stage that the punishment of the offenders couid no 
longer be delayed, For the accomplishment of this object two 
distinct columns were accordingly organised, to enter the Lushai 
country from Cachar and Chittagong, respectively. 

The Cachar column (which was placed under the command of 
Brigadier-General G, Bourchier, c.b., and was composed of half of the 
Peshawar Mountain Battery, a company of sappers and miners, and 
500 men each of the 22nd, 42nd,and 44th Bengal Native Infantry) 
left Cachar on the 21st November, and advanced without meeting with 
any opposition, or being hindered in any way except by the difficulties 
of the country, as farasTipai Mukh, where it arrived on the 15th 
of December, Thence the advance was continued across the Tawi- 
bhum stream towards the Vonpibl villages, Where some opposition 
was met with, and the force was annoyed by being continuaily fired 
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oil in consequence of which several villages were destroyed. Our loss 
between the 24th ami 291b of December was 6 killed and 11 wounded. 
On the 9th January, 1872, a further advance was commenced through 
Pachui and Chipui to Kungmmg, which place was defended, and 
was only carried mth a loss of 4 killed ami 11 wounded, Brigadier 
General Bourehier himself being among the latter. On the 1st 
February the final advance to Sellam was commenced, and thence 
through a very mountainous and densely-wooded country, the force 
moved to Champhai, rhe principal village of the Chief Lalburah, situ¬ 
ated in latitude %f 26' 32" and longitude qtf zi\ which was reached on 
the 17th. Throughout this last advance but very slight resistance had 
been met with, and the people generally seemed disinclined for hos¬ 
tilities. The main objects, therefore, of the expedition having been 
attained, the column began its return march cnt the 21st February, and 


reached Caehar on the teth of March* 

The Chittagong column, under Brigadier-General C. H. Brown- 
low, c.b„ was composed o£ half of the Peshawar Mountain Buttery, a 
company of sappers, the 27th Native Infantry, and the 2nd and 4th 
Gurkha Regiments, Leaving Chittagong early in December, it march¬ 
ed to Kassrilong, whence it advanced through Demagiri to Vania nah, 
which village was reached on the 14th December. On the i 8 th a slight 
skirmish took place between some Lushais and a party of the 2nd 
Gurkha Regiment; on the 30th Savunga was reached, and taken with 
slight opposition; and on the 41b January ibyz, a detac hment of the 
and Gurkha Regiment attacked and seized the village of the Chief La! 
Gnura, losing in the affair one man killed and Captain Battye and nine 
men wounded. The advance continued throughout January, and at 
| the end of the month, as a proof of their readiness to treat, the child 
f of an English planter who had been carried off in the preceding 
year, was given up by the enemy. Brigadier-General Brownlow 
continued his advance against the Northern How longs, until, on 
■ the 18th February, their chiefs tendered their submission. The 
Southern How longs also submitted, peace was concluded, and th e 
troops returned to Chittagong in March 1872* 


















The India medal, with a special clasp, was granted to the Lushai 
Expeditionary Force by G, G. O.No. *295 of 1S72, 

No further disturbance occurred on the North-West Frontier 
until 1872, when the misbehaviour of the men ot Lower Dawor, on 
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the Bannu border, necessitated punitive measures, On the 7th March 
a dash was made into their country by a force under Brigadier-General 
Keyes, composed of two guns of No. 3 Punjab Light Held Battery 
and detachments of the island 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 1st and 4th Sikh 
Infantry, and 1st Punjab Infantry, The Tochi pass, leading into the 
Lower Daw&r valley, was traversed and the valley entered without 
opposition; the head-men of two villages joined the force and pro- 
fessed their eagerness to treat; but on the village of Haidar Khe! 
being approached, a hot fire was opened on the troops by the in* 
habitants. The guns were quickly brought into action and a I the 
same time the village was stormed with great gallantry by the is; 
Sikh Infantry. More than forty of the enemy were killed; the rest 
surrendered, and the inhabitants of all the other villages in the valley 
tendered unconditional submission. The British force returned to 
camp at the mouth of the Tochi pass the same night, having lost 
only six men wounded. 

At the end of 1874 an expedition was organised and despatched 
under Brigadier-General Stafford, c.m against the Daphlaa, a savage 
tribe inhabiting the hills on the borders of the Darning district in 
Lower Assam, who had been guilty of plundering in British territory : 
the troops employed were half of the Hazara Mountain Battery and 
detachments of the 16th, 42nd, 43rd, and 44th Native Infantry 
The column advanced some distance into the hills, without meeting 
with any opposition ; and the chiefs having tendered their submission, 
Brigadier-General Stafford retraced his steps, and die force was 
broken up early in March 1875. * 


NAft* Hills 
Expedition, 
T 873 , 


In consequence of a treacherous attack on, and the massacre of, a 
survey party under Lieutenant Holcombe at Ninu, on the 2nd Febru¬ 
ary 1875, a punitive expedition was despatched into the Naga Hills, 
Assam frontier, at the end of the same month. It consisted of 
detachments of the 42nd and 44th Native Infantry, numbering 308 
in all, and was commanded by Colonel J. M. NuttalL Leaving 
Dibrugarh on the 27th February, the expedition advanced by Bor 
Matan, across the Tesing and Desang rivers, through a thickly 
populated country, to the large village of Ninu, which was taken 
after a smart skirmish on the 19th March, A week was spent in 
scouring the country with detachments, and in the destruction of 
villages which had taken part in the massacre of February. On the 
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outrages in British territory of which this tribe had been guilty. 
The troops engaged were No* i Mountain Battery and detachments 
of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, isf, 3rd, and 4th Sikh Infantry, 6th 
Punjab Infantry, anti the Guides Infantry, the whole under the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Mocattii, Brigadier-General C. P. Keyes, who was to 
ha ^ e c o in maud ed, hav i ng b e e n sudden 1 y ta ken ill The troops a d- 
vanned into the Jowaki country (29th August) in three columns by 
different routes, destroyed several villages, and again retired by the 
same roads, having lost one man killed, and one officer and nine men 
wounded* 


The Jowaki 
Exp edit ton* 
1877-7S, 


Colonel Mocatta’s raid did not have the effect of modifying the 
hostile attitude of the Jcwakis, who continued their forays into 
British territory as before, plundering several villages and murdering 
many of the inhabitants. As the only means of putting an end to 
these outrages, it was decided at last to carry out a second invasion of 
the Jowaki hills, and to occupy the country until the offending clans 
had submitted and had made due reparation. For this purpose two 
strong columns were detailed to enter the MBs,—the one from Koliat 
and the other from the Peshawar side,—and to the command of these 
Brigadier-General C. P. Keyes and Brigadier-General C. G*G. Ross 
were, respectively, nominated. The former force was composed of 
Nos. 1 and 4 Mountain Batteries, the 29th Native Infantry, and 
detachments of No, 2 Mountain Battery, the and Punjab Cavalry, the 
Guides Infantry, the island 3rd Sikh Infantry, the 4th, 5th and 6th 
Punjab Infantry, and the 5th Gurkha Regiment; while the latter (which 
was divided into two brigades, commanded respectively by Colonels 
Doran and Buchanan) consisted of a battery of horse artillery, a heavy 
battery, two companies of sappers and miners, three battalions of 
British infantry, and the 14th, 20th, arnd, and 27th Native Infantry. 


The force under Brigadier-General Keyes entered the Jowaki 
country on the 9th November, in three columns, of which, after some 
skirmishing, the first and second occupied Paiah, and the third 
Kahkto. On the 12th an attack was made on the latter column, but 
was repulsed by u company of the 5th Punjab Infantry ; and on the 
following day the whole force concentrated at Paiah, For a fort¬ 
night operations were hindered by excessive rain, but at length on 
the 1st December an advance was made into the Jamu valley; 
iomc skirmishing took place during lhat and the next three days, and 





the column then took up a position at Ragh. On the 71b the village 
of Ghariba, which had long been notorious as the Alsatia of the 


jowaki robbers, was captured and destroyed. 

1 During this time Brigadier-General Ross's force had been prevented 
by incessant rain from starting from Peshawar, and it was not 
untii the 4th December that it was able £0 move forward On that 
day the two passes leading into the Bori valley were seised, the ridges 
above occupied, and the towers and villages in the valley destroyed. 

Notwithstanding this occupation of their country, the enemy 
showed as yet no signs of surrender; and it was therefore decided 
that a simultaneous advance should be made from the north and 
south on the Pastaoni valley. A preliminary reconnaissance was 
made on the 25th December by the Peshawar force, and on the 31st; 
Brigadier-General Ross advanced almost unopposed, and took the 
village of Pastaoni, where he was joined by Brigadier-General Keyes. 

' During the next three weeks the British columns continued to move 
through the Jowaki country. No opposition was encountered, except 
by a column under Colonel Mocaua, consisting of detachments of 
No. 1 Mountain Battery, and of the island 3rd Sikh Infantry and the 
39th Native Infantry; this column advanced from Turkat on the 
15th January, into the N a ra Kim la defile, which was defended in 

I some strength by the JowakJs, but it was forced without much 
difficulty and with little 3035, 

At length, on the 23rd and 24th January, the troops were with¬ 
drawn on both sides ; and the movement was followed almost imme¬ 
diately by the complete submission of the Jowaki tribesmen, Our 
total loss during the ten weeks 1 operations amounted to 11 men killed 
and one officer and 50 men wounded. 

The India medal, with a clasp Inscribed “ Jowaki/' was subse. 
qaentiy granted for the operations between the 19th November and 
the 19th January. (G, G. O. Nos, 143 of 1879 and 285 of iSSo*) 

In March 1878, shortly after the conclusion of the jowaki k 
campaign, an expedition was sent against the village of Shaken I SkaJwt.iSr* 
inhabited by the Swati tribe of Ranizais, v.-ho had lately been giving 
trouble on the border. The force employed was the Hazara Mountain 
1 Battery and the Guides Cavalry and Infantryi under Major 
, R. R. P. P, Campbell. Marching from Mnrd&n on the evening of the 
i *3 l h March, the detachment reached the village at 2 a.m, on the 14th 
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and surrounded it before daybreak, when the inhabitants, finding 
resistance hopeless, accepted the inevitable and surrendered. The 
1 troops returned to Mar dan the same day. 

At the same time operations were in progress against the Utman 
Khels, who had made an unprovoked attack on a body of unarmed 
labourers employed on the Swat Canal, of whom a :aige number 
were cruelly massacred. Against the perpetrators of this outrage 
a detachment of the Guidos (a8o strong), under the command of 
, Captain W, Batty e, was sent in February, 1878* when the village ot 
Sapri was surprised and the leader of the raiders killed- As some 
of the Utman Klicl villages still refused to make reparation for the 
outrage, it became necessary to lake measures to coerce them, and 
for this purpose, on the 20th March, a force under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jenkins, commanding the Corps of Guides, marched from Mard&n 
and crossed the Utman Rhel border on the following morning- But 
little opposition was met with; the refractory villages submitted, and 
the force retired the same evening. 

In 1878, the result ot the Russo-Turkish war and the advance of 
the Russians on Constantinople was the cause of an event of con* 
siderable interest to the Indian Army,— the employment for the first 
time of a Native force in Europe. Under instructions from the Sec¬ 
retary of State an expeditionary force was, on the 17th April 1878, fl 
detailed to proceed on service to the Mediterranean, It was com¬ 
posed of two field batteries of Royal Artillery, two regiments of Native 
j cavalry, four companies of sappers s and six regiments of Native 
infantry* The Bengal corps detailed were the 9th Bengal Cavalry with 
a squadron of the loth Bengal Lancers attached, the 13th (Shekha- 
wall) and $jst (Punjab) Native Infantry, and the znd (the Prince of 
Wales* Own; Gurkha Regiment. 

By G. G.Q.No, 347 of 1878 these regiments of Native infantry were i 
allowed extra batia while on foreign service; while the Native cavalry 
were authorised to draw free rations or ration money. 

The force reached Malta in May, and there, in the following * 
month, these troops were inspected by His Royal Highness the Duke r 
! Cambridge, Commanding-in-Chief, who afterwards issued a most , 
complimentary order, in which he referred to the Indian Forces in * 
f the following terms:— M His Royal Highness cannot speak too highly J 
j of their soldierly qualities. Their uniform good conduct and smartness 
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reTTe'cis tbe greatest credit on all rants* Their steadiness underarms 
and drill and the excellent state of their camps leave nothing to be 
desired*" The Indian troops left Malta in July and proceeded to 
Cyprus, where they occupied various posts until towards the end of 
August, when they embarked on their return to India* 


An attack, in the autumn of 1879, on Mr. Damant, the Political 
Agent, in which that gentleman. Jemadar Prera Singh, and ten sepoys 
of the 43 rd Native infantry were killed and five sepoys wounded, there 
being besides many casualties among the police, compelled the Gov¬ 
ernment once more to despatch an expedition against the Naga tribes 

The force detailed tor this service, which was placed under the 
command of Brigadier-General Nation, was composed of a small 
party of the 34th, a detachment (300 men) of the 43rd, and the 
whole of the 44th Native Infantry, with two mountain guns. It was 
concentrated at Piphima on the am November, previous to which 
(15th November) a detachment of the 43rd, under Major Evans, 
attacked and took the village of Sephima. with a loss of two men 
killed and one officer and two sepoys wounded, while, on the 14th s 
a detachment of the 44th occupied the important position of Sa- 
L’hima. Thence, on the 22nd November, an attack was made on the 
Naga stronghold of Konoma* In the belief dial but slight resis¬ 
tance would be made, the attacking force was split up into several 
parlies, with the unfortunate result that after a whole day's fighting 
the artillery ammunition was found 10 be exhausted and the storming 
parties had lost a fourth of their numbers, while onh* & small portion 
of the enemy's work* had been carried. Fortunately the place was 
evacuated during the nigbt, and the enemy retired to an entrenched 
position a miie higher up the mountain. In the day's fighting one 
Niiiive office r(Sobadar-Major Narbir Salii, 44th Native Infantry; and 
seventeen men were killed, while the wounded amounted 10 four 
British officers (two mortally), two native officers, and zy men 
(three mortally). Lieutenant K, K« Ridgeway, who was severely 
wounded, was awarded the Victoria Cross for distinguished gallantry 
In the assault. 

Leaving a detachment to garrison Konoma, Brigadier-General 
Nation retired to Sac hi ma. On the 27th November the village of Jot* 
soma was destroyed wit ho nt opposition# I he remainder of the month 
and the whole of December were passed in inaction, awaiting the arrival 
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of supplies, transport, and reinforcements, A wing of the 42nd 
Native Infantry having arrived towards the end of December, active 
operations were immediately resumed, the village of Cheswejtnna 
being destroyed, and Poplongmai surprised and taken, with a loss 
of one killed and four wounded* Further reinforcements* consisting 
of a wing of the i 3 th Native Infantry, arrived on the 12 th March 188 o, 
and the operations were prosecuted with vigour until the 28th, when 
Lhe enemy sued for peace and terms were arranged* In the course of 
these operations our losses (including those sustained in the attack 
on Mr.Damant's escort) amounted to two native officers and forty- 
four men killed, and five British officers, two native officers and 
fifty-eight men wounded. Major C, R. Cock, Assistant Adjutant^ 
General lieutenant H. H. Forbes, 44th Native Infantry, and twelve 
men died of their wounds. 
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I he India medal, with a special clasp, was granted for the Naga 
Hills Expedition by G* G* Q. No. 344 of t% 81. 

During the period under review a noteworthy event occurred in 
India, which may not inappropriately be mentioned in this place. 
This was the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, at which, on January 
| Ist * *® 77 i Her Majesty the Queen was proclaimed Empress of 
India, and which was attended by about r 7,000 troops, consisting 
of 8 batteries of artillery, 3 regiments of British cavalry, y regi- 
■ ments of British infantry, 6 regiments of Native cavalry, 4 companies 
of sappers, and 13 regiments of Native infantry, besides a representa¬ 
tive body of the Volunteer Forces of India* 

1 his chapter may now be brought to a close with a cursory survey 
of such internal changes in the Bengal Army during the eighteen 
: years of which it treats as may seem to be of interest* 

The numbering and constitution of the army remained unaltered, 
with the exception of the addition of one regiment to the infantry 
list: this was the 1st Bengal Police Battalion, which, as " Rattray's 
Sikhs/ 1 had rendered such excellent service in Bihar in 1857-58* 
In 1864, by G* G. O* No. 336, the corps was added to the Bengal 
Array as the “ 45th Bengal Native Infantry (Rattray's Sikhs)/ 

In other respects the period under review was remarkable for many 
changes in the interior economy of corps* This is readily accounted 
I iov b >[ the im tbat the re-organisation of the army was but just com- 
f ploted, and it was inevitable that many measures, which were but 
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At the same time the organisation, pay, promotion, &q., of British 
i officers under their new conditions of service formed the subject of 
. much correspondence and of man)* Orders during the early years of 
| this period, into the particulars of which it is impossible to enter here. 
At length, on the agth October 1863, a G. G. Q, (No. 1 6 1 -A) 

, was published, which fixed the establishments of British officers 
with Native regiments under the new fl Irregular* 1 system, and 
! laid down the scale of staff salary attaching to each appointment. 
According to this, the British officers with a native cavalry regiment 
were to be a commandant, a second-in-command, two squadron 
officers, an adjutant and a doing-doty officer. In infantry corps there 
was no second-in-command ; the establishment authorised included a 
commandant, two wing commanders, an adjutant, a quarter-master, 
and a doing-duty officer. On the 20th January 1S64, further partU 
culars regarding the various duties of the above-named officers were 
published by the Commandcr-in-Chief, and on the same date the regi¬ 
ments of the Bengal Army were completed with officers of all grades. 

Other orders of interest to the army generally were(j) the grant by 
G*G* 0 , No, S12 of 1869 of the India medal to the survivors of the troops 
engaged in a number of frontier expeditions since the annexation of 
the Punjab; (2) the alteration of the rules for good-conduct pay in 
1877 (G. G. O. No. i) T — one, two, and three rupees being given 
to the cavalry after three, nine, and fifteen years' service, instead of, ns 
formerly,aftersix, ten and fifteen years ; (3) the introduction by G, O, 
No. 101 of 1870 of a weekly holiday on Thursday, on which no field 
days or parades, except musketry, should take place, nor general, 
district, or regimental court-martials should sit, unless the exi¬ 
gencies of the public service absolutely required it. 

The following orders apply particularly to cavalry ;— 

At the re-organisation in 1861 the system of Chanda Funds, in¬ 
voking monthly subscriptions from all ranks, was abolished; casual¬ 
ties were provided for by general subscriptions from the troops in 
which they occurred. It is obvious that such a system would place 
a premium on keeping horses as long as possible, however old and 
unfit for the service; and in 1868 the old Chanda Fund system was 
reverted to in most regiments, an i in the course of a short time 
again became universal. 

In 1S64 it was determined that standards should be abolished in 
the native cavalry ; regiments in possession of standards were allowed 
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but they were not in future to be carried on parade or 
in the field ; nor were any to be issued to regiment:' not possessing 
them. The appointment of nuhanbarHar consequently ceased; and 
all existing ones were gradually absorbed, pending which they were 
regarded as lance-daf ad ars. 

Xn the same year (G. G. O. No. 278) good-conduel pay was first 
granted to the Bengal cavalry, the scale being, as mentioned above, 
one, two and three rupees after six, ten, and fifteen years' service. 

In 1865, the rank of mib risaldar was abolished, and those exist¬ 
ing were absorbed, one promotion to jemadar being given for 
every two vacancies in the rank of naib-risakhr. 

In G. O. C. C*, 3rd May 1864, it was notified that the 10th, 1 ttb, 
13th, and 14th Regiments of Bengal Cavalry' were tebe designated 
“ Lancers," and to these the 19th was added some five months Later. 
Dafadars and sowars of these regiments were to bo armed with lance, 
sword, and pistol. At the same time orders were issued that corps 
armed only partially with, or with various descriptions or carbine, 
should receive the regulation 41 cavalry carbine/' which would be 
issued free to all who gave fire-arms in exchange, and at half-price to 
Others. Carbines were to be carried slung across the back, over the 
left shoulder. Lances were to be of bamboo, bayonet-shaped head, 
not less than 10 feet long, nor more than tih feet; and the weight 
not over four pounds. 

By G. O. No. 245 of 1 866 , the rank of ri sal dar-major was given to 
the senior risaldar of native cavalry regiments, with the same 
advantages as those enjoyed by subadar-majors. 

G O. No. 70 of 1875 directs the formation at Saharanpur and 
Hapur of an army reserve of t,ooo horses, only such animals to be 
received as were temporarily useless from various causes, such as 
bad training, tricks, obscure forms of lameness, debility, or skin 
diseases, but which, with careful treatment, were likely to become 
serviceable in the course of a Few months. 

Taming to orders affecting infantry corps only, we find the follow¬ 
ing :— 

G. 0 . No. 2$o of 1864 orders that native officers of infantry shall 
receive pay by classes, as in the cavalry, the following being the scale 
of rales 

3 5 utadars, at R100 a tanuth j 4 fub.id irs, at K67 a month 
2 tt t* t* 14 Jerradars, at i<J5 

jemadars* at jv 



■X-- y/-~. 

to retain them, 
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G. O. No, 5 r 5 of 1 R67 publishes a letter from the Secretary of State 
which announces that a Royal Crown shall be substituted as & device 
on the colours of Native infantry corps, for the Lion and Crown, which 
was the device of the East India Company, 

During the years following the re-organisation of 1861* the Enfield 
rifle, the introduction of which had been made the pretext for the out- 
hre&k of 1 $ 5 7* was gra d uaI! y i ssued to corp s of the Nati ve Arm y * Most 
regiments, however, did not receive that weapon until the beginning 
of the next decade, when yet another change was imminent; for in 
1374 the first issues of the Snider rifle were made to Native corps. 

In 1876 (G. O. No. 60) colours were granted for the first time to 
the 17th, 19th. 20th, 2 tst, 24th, 25th, 27th, 30th, 31st, 33rd, 34th, 
35th, 36th, 37th, 38th, 39th, +oih. 41st, and 45th Native Infantry. 

In the following year (G, G, 0 , No, 1) some important concessions 
and changes were made in the matter of pay, &c, A grant of R30 
was authorised to every artillery, infantry, or sapper recruit towards 
the provision of his kit; and a further annual allowance of R* 
towards its itp-keep to every non-commissioned officer and private* 
By the same order the pay of the commissioned ranks was raised to 
the following scale :— 

4 Subaclare, at Rino I 4 Jemadars, at R5& 

4 „ Bo I 4 » ** 4® 

The matter of dress is a very prominent one in the standing orders 
of this period, and the following notes from ibe Dress Regulations 
for the Native Cavalry, published in 1863, will be found of some 
interest:— 

British Officers: 

In the first eight re^ments, an alkhafak* 

In the last eleven regime nts, a tunic, 

Shoulder cords of curb-chain or chain-mail* 

Helmet of greyfclt, with bronze bars, binding, spike and 
chain. 

Pantaloons of blue or green doth, as the case may be, with 
a double stripe, the color of the facings, 

Hessian boots. 

Forage cap the colour of the facings. 

Native Officers: 

Alknaiak, or loose frock. 

Pyjamas the same as the British officers 1 pantaloons, 

A na tive swunl. 

The men wore in summer n white drill aikkalak or frock, instead of 
serge, and u^ed a native saddle. 
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ie above however, were subject to constant change. In 1868 gilt 
was substituted for bronze in the helmet ornaments, white Melton 
pantaloons replaced the blue or green doth for British officers, and 
Mullani-mafli d<xtuH was ordered for the -py/itm 7S of Native officers 
and men: jack-boots even with the top of the knee, took the place of 
Hessians; and the non-commissioned ranks received what was called 
the if Nolan saddle/' In r$74 other changes were made, blue panta¬ 
loons being ordered for officers of lancer regiments and Napoleons 
being substituted for jack-boots* 

In the Native infantry too, several changes in the matter of dress 
took place during the period, G 0 No. 199 of 1S69 introduced 
zouave tunics, with slashed caffs, and serge pyjamas ; No, 31 of 1871 
orders Native regiments dressed in green to wear helmets of that 
colour; and No. 188 of 1S77 substituted putties or Jafi trousers for 
white gaiter?. 

The chapter which we here conclude is one of no common interest 
to the Bengal Army ; it opened on a number of raw. untrained corps, 
the majority of them not half-a-dozen years old, raised in an emer¬ 
gency, fostered under circumstances of exceptional excitement and 
by men o£ exceptional calibre. It doses On a well*trained. well-tried 
and well-equipped ^army; matured in many campaigns and improved 
by the caret al work of many years of peace. 


- 
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Chapter X—(1878-1881). 

The Afghan War (Hensm art)—Afghan War (ikadbOliy— Afghan War (Sir C Af. 
MacGregor* vfflriat )—Frontier F\p<j dittos (Pagei and l/ajcjs)—-G, G* 0, a.n<* 
G. O. C, C 

The course of events takes us back once more to the North- 
Western Frontier* where the dose of the year 1878 found us involved 
in n war with the Government of Afghanistan: and here it may be 
observed that as this sketch advances > the materials at hand naturally 
become more voluminous* and the information derived from them 
more complete, and that in proportion the difficulty of keeping 
within the requisite bounds of a narrative like this becomes greater* 
Ihe remark, however, which we made with reference to the Indian 
Mutiny is equally applicable to the Second Afghan War,— namely, 
that a subject which has been already so completely dealt with 
requires here nothing but a sketch of its principal outlines, and that 
a minute examination and criticism of its details would be both un¬ 
necessary and out of place. 

The relations between the Indian Government and Shcr AH, Amir 
i of Afghanistan and son of Dost Muhammad* had, in 1878, been for 
some years in a strained and unsati sfactory condition. This was due 
entirely to the causeless hostility and the ingratitude ofthe Amir him- 
self. Sher Ali had been able to secure himself on the throne of Kabul 
mainly by the assist ance given to him by the British Government in 
arms and money ; by the influence of the British Government his 
sovereignty over Wakhan and Badaksban till then disputed by the 
Government of Russia, had been admitted and made sure; and his 
subjects bad been allowed to pass freely through the Indian Empire 
for purposes of trade, enjoying full protection in doing so. For these 
extensive favours the Amir made absolutely no return. On the 
contrary he requited them with active ill-will and open discourtesy, 
closing his territories against British subjects, maltreating British 
subjects who ventured within his jurisdiction, cruelly mutilating and 
putting to death subjects of his own on the mere suspicion that they 
were in communication with the British Government, and openly by 
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word ami deed, endeavouring to stir up religious hatred against the 
English and to incite to war against the Indian Empire. Finally he 
'ailed up the measure of his offences by receiving formally and enter- 
aining publicly an embassy from Russia, a country with which we 
were then on the verge of war in comiecgon with the affairs of 
Turkey, and by ignominious ly repulsing at All MasJIdj while the 
Russian embassy was still at his capital, an English envoy of high 
Tank (General Sir Neville B, Chamberlain) of whose coming lie had 
formal and timely notice from the Viceroy. The repulse of the British 
embassy brought matters to a crisis, and air ultimatum was addressed 
to the Arair, setting forth that unless reparation was made by the 
lotli of November, war would be declared and the British troops 
would cross the frontier. To this ultimatum no reply w as given: 
war was accordingly declared and promptly begun. 

The interval between the despatch of the ultimatum and the 20th 
of November was actively employed in organising forces for service 
in the field, and when the declaration of war came the preparations 
were practically complete. The troops detailed for the invasion of 
Afghanistan were formed into three distinct forces,*—the Peshawar 
Valley Field Force, to operate outlie line of the Kh&ib&r; the Kuram 
Column to advance up the valley of that name; and the Kandahar 
Column to assail the southern pan of the Amir s dominions, The 
operations in which these forces were severally engaged will now be 
noticed in order. 

\ The Peshawar Valley Field Force was placed unde; the command 
of Lieutenant-General Sir Samuel J* Browne, ilc.Jl, and was 
composed of two Divisions, the First o£ which, under the immediate F&rcr 
nmmand of Sir Samuel himself, comprised the following troops :— 


The Peaiuwr^ t 
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( w^tb Foot, 

and Brigade. ^ Guides Infantry, 
list Sikh infantry« 
rBist Foot. 

3rd Brigade, < 14th Native Infantry (Sikhs), 


.27th (Punjab) Native Infantry* 
5 ust Kgpg'aOwn Light Infantry, 
6tFi Native (Light) Infantry, 
4.ith Native infantry (Sikhs)* 


4th Brigade* I GtFi Native (Light) Infantry* 
t4.ith Native infantry (Sikhs)* 


The Second Division, which was in reserve of the first, was assem- ! 


bled in the first instance at Rawal Pindi under the command of 


Lieutenant-General F* F. Maude, c. e., v*c.,and included the follow- 



gth (The Quwn's Royal) Lsncer^, 
10th Bengal Lancer** 

13th Bengal Lanrcrs. 


Artillery, 


Two batter lea of hois* and one of field artillery* 


Infantry, 



i-iiLu r uoc. 

71th (Punjab) HaLveJ 
r 8hopat Batulion. 


1-5th Foot, 


and Brigade. J| 2nd Gurkha Regiment. 


and Gurkha Regiment. 
Mhairwara Ilattalbn. 


Mhairwara iiattalbn. 


The forward movement into the K hat bar Pass and against the 
stronghold of Ali Masjid was begun on the evening of the 20th Nov- 
I ember* The ist Brigade, under Brigadier-General H.T, Macphcrson, 
\ marched from Jamrudat a a.i on the sist, with orders to occupy 
a position on the Rhotas heights which would command the fort* 
Eight hours earlier the 2nd Brigade, under Brigadier-Gen era! J. A* 
Tytler, had marched with orders to take post at Katakushtia, in the 
rear of Ali Masjid, by which the enemy’s position would be 
turned and tram which the Afghans could be cut off if they retreated, 
1 he remaining two brigades moved forward into the Khaibar Pass at 
7 A.M, t to make a direct attack on Ali Masjid* 

These arrangements, however, were destined to attain only partial 
success; unforeseen difficulties of ground appeared which the neces¬ 
sarily imperfect reconnaissance of the country had not disclosed* The 
consequence was that the 1st and and Brigades had not reached 
their positions when the general attack in front was begun by S' 
Samuel Browne at mid-day 011 the 2 ist, The General, however, seem 
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how matters stood, wisely did not press the attack, but withdrew his 
troops'to wait for a more favourable opportunity, after having lost two 
officers—Major Birch and Lieutenant FitzGerald, 27th Native 
Infantry—and 14 men killed, one officer and 33 men wounded, and 
two men missing. On the following morning it was found that the 
Afghans, becoming aware of Brigadier-Genera! Tytler’s turning move¬ 
ment. had evacuated the fort, which was occupied without further 
opposition. Brigadier-General Tytier's brigade reached the enemy’s 
line of retreat in time to take a considerable number of prisoners. 

Leaving the 4th Brigade, under Brigadier-Genera! W.B. Browne, 
to hold Ali Masjid, Sir Samuel Browne, with the rest of the force, ad¬ 
vanced to Dakka, which was occupied on the 23rd. Early in Decem¬ 
ber the Second Division moved up to Jammd. in support of the First, 
and on the 17th of that month Sir Samuel Browne, leaving the and 
Brigade at Dakka, moved forward to Jalalabad with the 1st and 3rd, 
and the cwalrv and horse artillery, and occupied that place without 
opposition on'the 20th, Lieutenant-General Maude taking charge 
of the Khaibar and the com muni cations. 

About the same time an expedition was undertaken against the 
Zaka Khcl Afridis of the Bazar and Bara valleys, who had been 
giving trouble on the line of communications in the Khaibar ; it was 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Maude, and was composed of 
two columns, which moved from Ah Masjid and Dakka respectively. 
The first of these consisted of three gum, a troop each of the nth 
and 13th Bengal Lancers, detachments of the 5th and 51st Foot, 
- hc 2 ncl Gurkha Regiment and the M hair war a Battalion; and the 
second, under Brigadier-General Tytler, of two guns, one company 
of sappers, and detachments of the 17th Foot and the 27th mid 45th 
Native Infantry. Operating on their respective lines the two 
columns came into communication near the village of Walai on the 
20th December, up to which time no opposition had been experi¬ 
enced by either. Subsequently, however, some skirmishing occurred 
vhile the troops were engaged in destroying the defensive towers of 
the Zaka Khel villages, and during the return march to Dakka the 
rear-guard of Brigadier-General Tytler’s columns was hotly assailed 
bv the Afridis, On the 22nd the two columns returned to Ali Masjid 
and Dakka, having accomplished the task of punishing the Zaka 
Khels, with a loss of only cne killed, nine wounded, and oue missing. 

* Z 2 
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Some of the principal Afghan chiefs now declared in favor of the 
British, and attended a durbar held by Sir Samuel Browne at Jalala¬ 
bad on the ist ot January, 1S79: the year thus opened propitiously. 
The military operations which were undertaken in its early month? 
were mostly ot a minor character and were all thoroughly successful. 
On the itth January, a small expedition,under Brigadier-General 
Jenkins, was despatched against the Mohtnands in Kama, north 
of the Kabul river, which met with complete success. On the 33rd 
the villages of Nikoti Miani and Raja Miani, near Peshbol&k, which 
had been concerned in the murder of a bhisii of the 17th Foot, were 
visited and destroyed* 

Au the Zaka Khel Afridis of Bazar and Bara still continued tu 
give trouble in die Khaibar Pass, it was decided, towards the end of 
January, 1879, to send a second expedition into the Bazar valley, 
with a view to punishing the marauders and putting a final Stop to their 
incursions. The troops detailed for the expedition, which was under 
the command ot Lieutenant-General Maude, w;;re organised in three 
columnSj which moved forward almost simultaneously from Jamrad, 
Ali Mas] id, and BasawaJ, respectively, The first column included 
detachments of the 15th Bengal Lancers and the 24th Native Inian* 
try ■ the second, portion? of the &IrNative Infantry, the 2nd Gurkha 
Regiment, and the Mbairwara Battalion ; and the third, detachments 
of the Guides Cavalry, Bengal Sappers, 27th and 45th Native Infantry, 
and 4th Gurkha Regiment. The three columns marched into Bazar 
on the 25th and 26th of January and, co-operating with one another, 
visited various parts of the valley d uring the next few days, blowing 
up the towers and destroying the fortified villages of the recalcitrant 
tribesmen, with whom a good deal of skirmishing took place, It 
was proposed to wind up the operations with die invasion of the 
Bara valley, bat this, it was found, would have involved the Govern¬ 
ment in a war with the whole of the Afridi clans, which at that 
juncture would have been in the last degree inconvenient. That 
project was therefore abandoned, and the Afridis having tendered 
their submission, with promises of good behaviour for 'the future, 
the several columns were withdrawn from the Bazar valley on the 
3rd February, The casualties on_oar side, duiing these operations, 
amounted to five killed and thirteen wounded, Lieutenant I Limes! 
t 45 th Native Infantry, being among the latter* 
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arly in February Jalalabad was threatened by the Mohmand 
/ho, on the 7th of that month, actually entered the Kama district, 

V force (which included the Hazara Mountain Battery and detach¬ 
ments of the nth Bengal Lancers, the 20th Native Infantry, ihe 4th 
Gurkha Regiment and the 1st Sikh Infantry) was immediately sent 
across the Kabul river, under Brigadier-General Macphersou, to 
drive the Mohraarids out. Some distant firing took place, but the 
enemy declined a conflict, and, retiring hastily to the hills, they 
dispersed* 

On the 20th oE February, a survey party was attacked above 
Michni by a gathering of Mohmands, and in the conflict two men of 
the 24th Native Infantry were killed and three wounded* A similar 
outrage was committed by Skmwaris on the i?lb March at Maidanak t 
on which occasion a havildar of the 45th Native Infantry was killed 
and Lieutenant F, M, Barclay, of the same regiment, mortally 
wounded* A punitive expedition was accordingly despatched against 
them, but the offenders made submission without attempting any 
resistance. Another branch of the same clan, the Shinwaris of Deh 
Sarah, brought punishment on themselves by an unprovoked attack 
(l8th March) on an escort of the 27th Native Infantry. Brigadier- 
General Tytler wag ser- against them with a force consisting of two 
guns and detachments of the nth and 13th Bengal Lancers, 5th and 
17th Foot, 37th Native Infantry, and 2nd Gurkha Regiment, and 
marched from Ba^awai accordingly on the 24th. The enemy stood 
their ground near the village cf Mausam, but were charged with great 
e fie cl by the cavalry, who cut up large numbers of them and dispersed 
the rest. Mausam and other villages having been destroyed, the troops 
were directed to retire ; in thh, movement they were assailed by the 
enemy, but, owing to the skilful manner in which they were handled, 
without effect, and the withdrawal was effected without difficulty. 
The casualties amounted to only two killed and twelve wounded. 

On the 31st March intelligence was received that the Ghilzai Chief 
Arimalullah Khan had moved into the Lughman Valley, for the 
purpose of raising the people against us and of inciting the Khugiaim 
to threaten Fatehabad, on the road to Kabul. Two columns, com¬ 
manded by Brigadier-General H, T. Macpherson and Brigadier- 
General C. J. S. Gough, were in consequence put in motion at once, 
and at the same time a squadron of the ioih Hussars and another 
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of the nth Bengal Lancers were detached across tiie Kabul river to 
intercept Aisfmatullab Khan, should he attempt to move in tiki 
direction ; this detachment however, met with a singular mis fortune ; 
starting at io p.k. from Jalalabad and attempting to cross the 
river, the squadron of the 10th Hussars missed the ford in the 
darkness, and one officer and forty-five men were drowned* 

The column under the command of Brigadier-Generai Macphcr- 
son (which included the Hazara Mountain Battery, a company of 
sappers, and detachments of the soth Native Infantry and 4th Gurkha 
Regiment) returned to Jalalabad on the 2nd April without having 
encountered the enemy. The force under Brigadier-General Gough, 
which was intended for the protection of Fatehabad, included a 
batc^ry of Rov alii orse Artillery, three troops of the icth Hussars, 
three of the Guides Cavalry, and detachments of the l-iyth Foot and 
the zyih and 45th Native Infantry, and inarched from Jalalabad on 
the 1st April At Fate ha bad, on the -and, this force came into con¬ 
flict with about five thousand of the enemy, who after a smart engage¬ 
ment were defeated and driven from the field, with a loss of about 
40a men* Our own loss amounted to six killed and forty wounded* 
among the former being Major Wigram Battye, a well known and 
most gallant officer of the Guides, Ressaidar Muhammad Khan, of 
the Guides Cavalry, and Lieutenant Wiseman of the 17th Foot 
Brigadier-General Tytler, with the 2nd Brigade, joined Brigadier- 
General Gough on the 4th April, when the combined forces marched 
to the village of Kfiugiani, nine miles beyond F&lehabad, and there 
took up a position* On the 13th Sir Samuel Browne, having left a 
suitable garrison in Jalalabad, marched thence with the remainder 
of the troops at the head-quarters of the First Division, and on the 
14th encamped at Safed Sang, within three miles of Gandaxnak. 

On the 2 1 st April, the M oh mauds having crossed the Kabul 
river for the purpose of attacking the posts in the Khaibar, two 
companies of the Mbairwara Battalion, under the command of 
Captain Creagh, were detached from Dakka for the protection of 
the village of Kam Dakka, the inhabitants of which had called for 
assistance, At this place Captain Creagh was attacked on the 
following morning by a large body of Mohmands, and being 
completely surrounded, and the ammunition running low after a 
[ long Jay r s fighting, the detachment was In serious danger of being 
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cut- OB': ii *as, however, relieved by the opportune arrival of 
a troop of the roth Bengal Lancers and detachments of the tin 
and lath Foot, with two guns, and a gallant charge made by the 
troop Of the roth Bengal Lancers having driven back the enemy, 
the Mhairs, covered by the rest of the detachment, were brought 
off in safety. The casualties amounted to five killed and twenty-four 
wounded, ' Captain Creagh received the Victoria Cross for ins 
gall&mry in this affair. 

The force detailed for service in the Kuram A alley was placed 
under the command of Major-General F, S. Roberts, c.c., v.c„ and 
was composed of the following corps and detachments:— 

Cavalry, 

loth Hussars (one squadron)]. L < 0f » tr Colonel H* H* Gough. 

Tilth Bengal Cavalry . I 

Artillery 

A battery anti a half Royal Artillery* 

Nos* i and i Mountain B&tfceiics, Punjab Frontier Force* 

Engineer j. 

One company of sappers and miners, 

Infantry . 



Opeiflitow 
Kuraoi, il; 




In 


let Brigade* 


(3-StbFoot. 

2 2 fjth Native infantry* 


(,5th Punjab Infantry, 

/■72 nd HtffhlmAers. 

, J V net Native infantry. 

2 nd Brigade, < 2nA Punjab Infantry. 

V 5th Gufkhft Regiment, 

?3 td Native Infantry (Pioneer*)^ 

To these troops the 5th Punjab Cavalry and the sBlh Native 
Infantry were subsequently added. 

Crossing the frontier on the aist November, the force advanced 
towards the formidable position held by the Afghan troops on the 
Paiwar K otal. A reconnaissance was made on the a8th, which 
though conducted as thoroughly as possible (at a cost of about a 
dozen casualties) was necessarily very imperfect in the information 
earned with regard to the interior of the enemy's position. The attack 
on the Afghan position was arranged for the ind December. Major- 
General Roberts’ plan of operations was that the main force, under 
his personal command, should, by a night inarch, surprise and turn 
the enemy's left on the Spin Gawai Kotal, while the 8th Fool and 
th e s th Punjab Infantry, with the rath Bengal Cavalry and five guns, 
were to remain in camp under Brigadier-General Cobbc, and assail the 
enemy's front as soon as the attack on the left flank had developed. 
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The main force started at 10 p.m. on the ist December and attacked 
the SpinGavmiKotal at 6 next morning, when Ihe enemy's posi¬ 
tion was carried by a brilliant rush of the 72 nd Highlanders and 
the 5th Gurkha Regiment. Advancing toward# the centre of the 
position* they were checked by a precipitous ravine, the opposite side 
of which was held in force by the Afghan troops. It soon 
appeared that further movement in this direction was impossible, and 
General Roberts therefore decided to threaten the line of the enemy's 
retreat by a further turning movement towards Zabardast Kila, and 
thus to take the Afghan position in reverse, A vigorous attack was 
now made in front by the force left in camp, and the Afghans, 
finding themselves threatened in rear and subjected to a galling fire 
from the front and the left flank, retreated precipitately, abandoning 
their camp and a great quantity of stores and ammunition, all of 
which, with several guns, fell into our hands* The loss on our side 
was twenty-one killed, including Major A, D, Anderson, 33rd Native 
Infantry’, and Captain J, A. Kelso, commanding No. 1 Mountain 
Battery, and seventy-two wounded, including Brigadier-General 
Cob be. 

On the 6th December General Roberts advanced to All Khet and 
on the Bih reached the Shutargardan Pass, which was reconnoitred on 
j the following morning* In the return march towards Korun, Gene* 

, ral Roberts determined on exploring the southern route through the 
Sapari or Mangiar defile, and accordingly moved in that direction 
from Ali Khel on the 12th, taking with him No* 1 Mountain Battery, 
a wing of the 72nd, the 23rd Native Infantry, and the 5th Gurkha 
Regiment. The main body got through the defile unmolested on the 
following day, but the rear-guard and baggage were attacked in force 
by the Manga! Radians; the steadiness and gallantry of the 5th 
Gurkha Regiment on this occasion were most conspicuous: they 
repelled every attack made by a bold and numerous enemy during a 
space of five hours, and brought the baggage into camp without having 
lost a single load. Our loss amounted to five killed and seven¬ 
teen wounded, amongst the latter being Captain R T* Goad, Assis¬ 
tant Superintendent of Transport, -and Captain CF* Powell, of the 
5 th Gurkha Regiment, both of whom subsequently died of their 
wounds* 

The head-quarters of the column reached Fort Kuram on the 
I 14th December, and thence, early in the following month, a flying 












BENGAL NATIVE ARMY, 


column started under General Roberts tor the reduction and occu¬ 
pation of the Khost district. It included a squadron of the 10th 
Hussars, three troops of the S th Punjab Cavalry, Nos. . and 3 Motm- 
tain Batteries, a wing of the 72nd Highlanders, and the 21st arn 
2 8th Native Infantry. The fort of.Matun waB given up without resis¬ 
tance on the 6th January 1879, but on the same day the camp was 
threatened by a hostile gathering of several thousand Mangals 
These were attacked by General Roberts on the ?tK January, and 
were entirely dispersed by Colonel Gough witn the cavalry, 0. a 
Mountain Battery and the 38th Native Infantry, on the north-west of 
the camp ; while on the south and east Colonel Drew was equally 
successful with No. 1 Mountain Battery, a troop of the 5th Porijab 
Cavalry, the 72nd Highlanders, and the 21st Native Infantry. Three 
weeks were passed in exploring and surveying the district, and the 
column returned to Fort Karam on the 31st January. 

The remainder of the winter and early spring passed without any 

striking incident in the Kuratn Valley. 

The Kandahar Column (afterwards designated the Southern 
Afghanistan Field Force) was composed of two divisions, of which 
the First was assembled at Mooltam under Lieutenant-General i . 
M. Stewart, and the Second at Quetta under Major-General M. A, 
S, Biddulph. These two divisions included the following corps: 

tst (Mooltan) Division 

Cavalry-^ 

15th Hussars* 


Sth Bengal Cavalry, 

19th Bengal Lancers, 

ArtitUry— 

id batteries of Royal Artillery* 
with a Biege*trab, 

Btigitwtrs—' 

j coropan tea of sappera and mi" 
ncra. 

Infantry^ 

Rtllesv 

15th (Sikh) Native lo- 

latBrifcade . ( fantry- 

25th (Punjab) Native 
\ Infantry, 

{ 59th Foot* 
lit Gurkha Regiment. 

Srd 


and (Quetta) Division 
Cavalry^ . . _ * 

ist and-nd Punjab Cavalry* 

3rd Sindh II Of so* 

1 fid/and 2 mountain batteries—One 
of which vas No, 3 (Peshawar) 
Mountain Battery* 

Engineers— 

i company of sapper* and miners* 
Infantry — 

r 70th root* 

19th (Punjab) Native 


lyti Gurkha Raiment. 


1st Brigade ^ Infantry. 

3pth Bombay 
In fart try, 

^Gth (Punjab) Native 
Infantry, 

2 nd Brigade* 1st Punjab inlantry, 

29 th Bombay F 

Infantry* 

32tuUPunjab) Native Infantry (Pioneers)- 


Native 


Native 
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The Second Division, marching from Quetta, entered the Pishio 
Valley on the 22nd November, reached Haikatoju on the 27th, and 
was concentrated in the vicinity of the Kojak Pass on the 12th 
December. The leading troops of the First Division reached Dackr 
on the 5th December, and the head-quarters of the Division arrived 
at Quetta on the Sth* from which date Lieutenant-General Stewart 
assume .1 command of all the troops detailed for operations in 
Southern Afghanistan. Moving forward from these points the Second 
Division advanced towards Kandahar by the Kojak Pass, while the 
First Division moved by the Ghwaja Pass over the Khoja Am ran 
range, both converging towards Taklu-i-pul. On the 4th January 
Lfse advanced guard of the field force encountered some regiments of 
Afghan cavalry between Satf-u*diu and the Gbio Pass, and in the 
skirmish which ensued eleven officers and men of the 15th Hussars 
and the 1st Punjab Cavalry were wounded. The united divisions 
then moved forward on Kandahar, which was abandoned by its 
garrison, and occupied without opposition on the $th Jamiatv, 

From this place part of the First Division, under General Stewart, 
marched to Kalat-i-Ghilzai, an d occupied the fort there on the zm 
January; leaving a garrison there temporarily, the head-quarters, with 
the cavalry and the ist Infantry Brigade, returned to Kandahar on 
the j 1 th February, and the garrison was withdrawn a few weeks 
later. Meanwhile part of the Second Division, under General Bid- 
dulph, marched to the river Helmand and Girishk; on the 29th 
January camps were formed on both sides of the river,and during Lhe 
succeeding days the country be von d the river as well as that on the 
left bank was explored and surveyed* This position was maintained 
until the 13rd February, when the return march to Kandahar was 
commenced. The retirement was the signal for hostilities on the 
part of the Mizais, who on the z6tb attacked the rear-guard of 
Bombay troops it Kbusbk-riNakhtrd, but were routed with heavy loss 
after a sharp conflict in which the casualties on our si demounted 
to 5 kPJed and 24 wounded. 


The Second Division reached Kandahar on the zSth February, 
and was immediately afterwards broken up, a large number of the 
troops returning to India under General Bidduiph, z ThaLChotialL 
I During this movemenf one of the returning columns, composed 
j of a squadron each of the 8th Bengal Cavalry and ztid Sindh Horse, 
: two guns each of the Jacobabad and Peshawar Mountain Batteries, and 
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the ist Punjab Infantry, the whole under the command of Major 
Keen, ist Punjab Infantry, was twice attacked by local tribesmen. 
In the first attack (March 21st) one sepoy of the ist Punjab Infantry 
tva< killed; in the second, at Baghao on the 14th March, which was 
repulsed by the 8th Bengal Cavalry and the t st Punjab I nfantry, our 
loss was two killed and five wounded, that of the enemy being 150 in 
killed alone. 



About the same time (aylh March) a detachment under the com¬ 
mand of Major Humfrey, 30th Bombay Native Infantry, which in¬ 
cluded half a troop of the 1st Punjab Cavalry, was attacked at Saiad- 
Eud, in Shorawak, by a body of 1,600 Barechi insurgents, who were 
completely routed with the loss of nearly one hundred of their num- 
ber, including several of their chiefs. 

Nothing of much importance occurred in Southern Afghanistan 
during the remaining period of the first phase of the war, 

Amir Sher Ali Khan having died at Mazar-i-Shaiif on the list T 
Febre . *y, his son Yakub Khan succeeded to the throne of Kabul, M ,.j, 
Yakub Khan, having expressed his readiness to treat, watt received 
by the British authorities at Gaudamak, where a treaty was concluded 
on the a 6th May. The withdrawal of the Northern Force was at once 
commenced, but the hot weather was then at its height and tr^rcsui: 
was most unfortunate, for cholera having broken out m the Khaitur 
the troops passing down the line suffered terribly, and many regi¬ 
ments sustained heavy losses from this cause. The Kandahar Force 
was fortunately kept stationary in order to avoid die unhcahluness 0 
a march in the hoi weather. 

The thanks of both Houses of Parliament were voted to the 
Viceroy, to the Commander m-Chief in India, and to all engaged in 
the campaign (G. G„ O. No- 1085 of 1879) ; a special medal was 
granted to all troops employed in Afghanistan between the 21st 
November 1878 and the a6th May 1879, with clasps for the 
actions of Ali Masjid and Paivar Kotal, which names were afterwards 
authorised to be borne on the colours and appointments of the corps 
engaged. Six months’ batla was grunted to all ranks by G. G. 0 . 

No. 804 of 1879. 

The conclusion of peace was followed by the instalment of a 
British Resident, Major Sir P. L. N. Cavagnari, k.c.s.i., at Kabul, 
together with an escort of twenty-five sowars and fifty sepoys o[ the 
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Queen's Own Corps of Guides, under Lieutenant W, R. P. Hamilton* 
Foi two months affairs seemed settled and likely to remain so, but 
in August it became evident that a strong feeling of hostility existed 
towards rbe British Residency on the part of a powerful section of 
the Afghan people. A chance mcuh on September 3rd excited 
this hostile feeling into open outrage, and the consequence was an 
attack cn the Residency, in which, after a gallant resistance. Cava#- 
nari, his suite and escort were massacred almost to a man. 

The receipt of these terrible tidings in India was the signal for 
the adoption of prompt and energetic measures for the re-establish- 
I merit of British influence in Afghanistan, and ihe punishment of the 
treacherous Kabulis, The first order issued was that the Shutargar- 
dan Pass, leading from the Kuram valley to Kabul* should be 
secured > this was followed by directions for the immediate advance, 
by this route* of a strong force under Major-General Sir R S, 
Roberta* The first object was secured by Mo. 2 Mountain Battery, 
the 23rd Native Infantry (Pioneers), and the 5th Gurkha Regiment; 
while the following troops, making a total of about 6,500 of all 
ranks, were detailed to form a field force for an advance on Kabul 
from the Kuram valley :— 

Arffllny*— 

" F M ' Battery, f< A ,f Brigade, Koval Horae Artillery. 

4f G n „ $fd Royal Artillery. 

No* 3 Mountain Battery, Pu tijab Frontier Force. 

Two Catling .7 unu. 

Csfcn/fjy—(under Brigadier-General W* G. O. Massy)-* 

9th U'jcen's Royal Lancers (one squad i on}. 

l jth Bengal Cavalry. 

14th Bengal Lancers* 

5th Punjab Cavalry. 

Eng i i ttti* — 

ytfe Company, Bengal Happen and Miners* 

Jnfantty —'■ 

1 st Stigstdr s— { 67th Foot, 

tinged ter-General H. TJ osnd Foot (Gordon Highlanders). 

Macpher&on* {aSth (Punjab) Native Infantry. 

2nd Brigade — r 7 sad P on t (Nig hlarsders) . 

Brigndiei-GeneEaL T* 0*1 5th Ptfojab Infantry. 

Baker* ( 5th Gurkha Regiment* 

23rd (Punjab) Native Infantry (Pioneers)* 

The: remainder of the troops in the Kuram valley were organised 
in two brigades, to the command ol which Brigadier-Generals T . E. 

' Gordon and J. A* Tf tier were appointed* 
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At the same time the small farce left at Alt Masjid and Lttndi 
Kotai at. the termination of the first phase o! the war was rapidly 
augmented, and, with some changes of corps, formed into a Division 
under the command of Major-General R- O. Bright, to advance 
towards Kabul on the line of the Khaibar. This Division was organ¬ 
ised in three brigades, commanded respectively by Brigadier- 
Generals C. J. S. Gough, C. G. Arbuthnot and ]. Doran, and, when 
completed, comprised the following corps Four companies of 
sappem and miners, three batteries of Royal Artillery, No. (the 
Hazara) Mountain Battery, the 6th Dragoon Guards, the 3rd, 10th and 
17th Bengal Cavalry, the Guides Cavalry, the r-gth, i-inh and 51st 
Footythclsth, 24th, r/th, 30th, 31st and 45th Bengal Native Infantry, 
the 2nd and 4th Gurkha Regiments, the Guides Infantry, and the 4th 
Madras Native Infantry, The tioops moving on the Kuram and 
Khaibar lines were designated respectively the First and Second 
Divisions of the Kabul Field Force, and it was decided that as soon as 
they came into communication, after the occupation of Kahul, the 
command of the whole should be vested in Sir Frederick Roberts. 


Concurrently with these arrangements the Kandahar force, under 
Sir Donald Stewart, who was at the time actually on the move to 
return to India, was- directed to stand fast. This force comprised six 
batteries of artillery, two companies of sappers and miners, the 19th 
Bengal Lancers, the'island and Punjab Cavalry, the 59th and a-60th 
Foot, the 15th, 19th, and 35th Bengal Native Infantry, the 3rd Gurkha 
Regiment, »he 2nd Sikh Infantry, and the 29th Bombay Native 
Infantry. Of these the 19th Bengal Native Infantry and the 2nd Sikh 
Infantry were in the Quetta District. 

0 : the 34th September the advance from the Shutargardan was 
beguu by Brigadier-General Baker, No. 1 Mountain Battery, the 21 si 
i (Punjab) Native Infantry and the 3rd Sikh Infantry having now heen 
..-detailed to hold that position, under the command of Lieutenant- 
' Colonel Money. On the 37th Sir Frederick Roberts marched from 
AJjkhel to the Shutargardan with the head-quarters of the cavalry 
brigade, a squadron of the 9th lancers, the gth Punjab Cavalry, the 
28th Native Infantry, and a detachment of the $lh Punjab Infantry; 
during this movement the troops were annoyed by an incessant 
and irritating Gre from parties of Mangais and Ghilaais. which 
occasioned several casualties. On the same day the Amir Yakub 


Advance 

KitratB* 











-viVtsr* 



THE SERVICES OF THE 


Ssttte of 
Chgtras'nh, 
fitli October 


Khan came into General Baker’s camp at Kushi, in the Logar valley» 
professing his regret for the tragedy of the 3rd and bis powerlessness 
to have averted it. Sir Frederick Roberts himself arrived at Kushi 
on the 38th, and on the isL of October the whole of the field force 
was assembled there. The advance from that point was continued 
with as much expedition as possible, though it was delayed by 
insufficiency of transport, the want of which was keenly felt, and on 
the 5th the whole force (excepting two mountain guns, a squadron of 
the 5th Punjab Cavalry, a wing of the 67th Foot, and the 28th Native 
Infantry* which were still one march in the rear, under Brigadier- 
General Macpberson, escorting reserve ammunition and commis¬ 
sariat siores), reached the village of Charasia, on the heights in 
advance of which, on both sides of the Sangri-Nawishta Passf the 
Afghans had taken up a formidable position. 

On the following morning dispositions wem made for forcing the 
Afghan position- The main attack, under Brigadier-General Baker, 
was designed to turn the enemy's right and dislodge him from his 
position on the heights, while a feint was made at, the pass by a 
detach menL under Major White, of Lhe 92nd Highlanders, As soon 
as the real nature of Brigadier-General Baker Attack was realised by 
the enemy, every effort was made by them to strengthen their right 
and a vigourous resistance was offered to the British ad vance* But all 
opposition was borne down by the gallantry of the 72nd Highlanders, 
the 23rd Pioneers, the 5th Punjab Infantry, and the 5th Gurkhas, 
and by 3-45 pjtf.thc position was carried. At the same time the feint 
on the British right was changed into areal attack, and irfoinly owing 
to the personal gallantry of Major White, supported as it was by die 
bravery and dash of the Highlanders of his own regiment, the Sang 7 i- 
Nawishta was also carried, and soon the Afghans were firing in 
confusion towards Cbardeh, with the loss of twenty guns and many 
hundred men* 

The British casual lies in the battle amounted to Jemadar Khani* 
mulla, sth Punjab Infantry, and nineteen men killed, and three 
British officers and sixty*four men wounded, of w T hom seven after¬ 
wards died. 

On the 7th October the force encamped at Bini Hisar, and cm the 
Sth the cavalry brigade advanced to Kabul, Tire enemy, who were in 
force on the Asmai heights, to the north-west of the city, were to have 
been attacked on the morning of the 9th* but they dispersed during 
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the night* leaving behind their stores and artillery; on the tjih the British 
force encamped at Siah Sang, and on the i2th Sir I rede rick Roberts 
formally took possession of the Bala Hta&r. Vast stores of powder 
and ammunition of all kinds were found in the arsenal p and, not¬ 
withstanding all precautions, a considerable explosion took place on 
the 3 6 th October, in which several lives were lost. Partly as a 
punishment of the city, partly as a precaution, orders were issued for 
the demolition of the fortifications of the Bala Hisar, which work 
was at once commenced* About this time Yakub Khan expressed 
his determination of abdicating, and the Government was vested 
temporarily in Sir Frederick Roberts, who v. as soon after raised to 
the local rank of Lieutenant-General in Afghanistan* Yakub Khan 
was departed to India on the ist December. 

While these events had been happening;*! Kabul, the little garrison 
at the Shutargardan had been hard pressed by the Ghflzais* The 
first attack was made on the and October, and the second on the 14th; 


<a 


Fi K^tiner at 
the SliuUr- 
prardan and 
AlikhcL 


m both the enemy were beaten off with considerable loss, the casual* . 
ties on our side being only seven wounded on the former, and two j 
killed and eight wounded on the latter occasion. Simultaneously with ■ 
the attack on the 14th an effort was made by the tribesmen against I 
Alikliel, which was garrisoned by three guns of C-*ih Brigade, Royal 
Artillery, ami detachments of the i*th and 13th Bengal Cavalry and 
5th Punjab Cavalry, and of the 3 th Foot apd the nth and 29th 
Native Infantry: the attack was easily repulsed, with heavy loss 
to the enemy, our own amounting to no more than seven men 
wounded* Darmg the foil0 wing days co nsiderable addilions joined the 
enemy's forces; the Shutargardan position was completely surrounded 
on the 16th, and a determined attack was commenced on the r 8th Octo¬ 
ber. On the following day, however, re-inforcements under Brigadier- 
General H. II, Gough, consisting of four guns, the 5th Punjab Cavalry 
and the jlh Punjab [Infantry, .arrived at Kushi from Kabul. Colonel 
Money, with the Shutargardan garrison, at once assumed the often- ’ 
sfve ; the enemy were quickly defeated, and dispersed in all direc-1 
lions, the loss on our side amounting to no more than seven men ! 


wounded. 

The Khaibar route having now been opened* the Shutargardan 
was abandoned for the winter and the garrison withdrawn* The 
3ist Native Infantry retired to Alik he 1 , while No* 1 Mountain 
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Battery and the 3rd Sikh Infantry, together with two squadrons of the 
9th Lancers which had just arrived from Sialkot, accompanied 
Brigadier-General Gough on his return to Kabul, 

Early in November the camp at Siah Sang was abandoned, and 
the troops moved into and occupied the fortified cantonment of 
Sherpur, north of the city of Kabul, 

On the 1 st November a mixed force under Brigadier-Gen era! Mac- 
pherson, which was afterwards joined by Sir Frederick Roberts, was 
despatched to establish communication with the troops moving up 
from the Khaibar. This having been effected (Macphcrson met 
General Bright at Kata Sang on the 6th), several reconnaissances 
were undertaken in the Lug hman valley, etc., after which the force 
returned to Sherpur, During this expedition an engagement took 
place at Doaba, on the 10th November, in which we bad six men 
killed (including a sepoy of the aBth Native Infantry) and an 
officer and four men wounded* Later on, another force, under Briga¬ 
dier-General Baker, marched into the Mai dan district, where a slight 
collision occurred with the Ghiizais. 

During the preceding two months the feeling of hostility towards 
the British, inflamed by their continued occupation of the country, 
by the destruction of the Baba Hisar, and by the deportation of the 
Amir to India, bad been assuming more and more threatening 
dimensions. Aroused fc>y their mullas, who everywhere were preaching 
a jehad against the foreign Invaders, crowds of tribesmen were join¬ 
ing the standards of revolt. Mir Muhammad, an aged mutla of 
great reputed sanctity and commonly known as the Mushk-i-Ahm. 
Muhammad Jan, a Wardak leader of some note, and Mir Bucha, a 
prominent Kohistaui chief, headed the insurgents; and early in 
December it was reported that a plan had been matured for surround- 
ng Kabul and overwhelming the British force in Shcrpur* 

Measures were immediately taken to defeat this intention ; 
the Corps of Guides was called up from the Khaibar line, and on 
the Sth and 9th December two columns were sent out by Sir Frederick 
Roberts to meet and disperse the Afghan forces advancing from 
the north and from the west, before they could unite in the vicinity 
of Kabul. The first, under Brigadier-General Macpherscn, was 
composed of four guns o£ the Royal Horse Artillery, fuir guns of 
No* 1 Mountain, Battery, a squadron of the 9th Lancers, two of the 


Rising of trlhe* 

ro>jdi 


ng Cm 

. . iff Kabul, 
Decciritrt’ 






BENGAL NATIVE ARMY* 


§i 


Lancers, and detachments of the 67th Foot (six com- ■' 
panics), 3rd Sikh Infantry (509 men) and 5th Gurkha Regiment (393 i 
men). The second column, under Brigadier-General Baker, con- j 
sisted of four guns of No* 2 Mountain Battery, five troops of the i 
5th Punjab Cavalry, and 450 each of the 92nd Highlanders and the 
5th Punjab Infantry. 

Matpherson, having left his cavalry (except one troop of the 14th 
Bengal Lancers) and horse artillery at Aushar, marched to the Surkh 
Koul, near K&tes-i-Mir s eight miles north of Kabul, and on the 10th 
December attacked a large body of Kohistanis who were advancing 
to join Muhammad Jan, drove thorn down the hill with heavy loss, 
carried their breastworks at Karez-i-Mir p and dispersed them, losing 
himself only seven wounded in the day's work. 

During the same day Brigadier-General Baker marched round 
the Korogh range, south and west of the capital, and then, turning 
northward, advanced towards the Paghman valley, and encamped a 
short distance to the west of M aid an. 

On the nth Macpherson moved in a south-westerly direction from 
Karfea-Wtfir, through the Surkh Kolal, towards Afghan dch, with the 
object of driving Muhammad jan towards General Baker and of 
cutting off his retreat, and at the same lime Brigadier-General W* G. 
Dunham Massy, with four horse artillery guns, two squadrons o£ the 
gth Lancers, and one of the 14th Bengal Lancers, was ordered to move 
from Aushar towards AtghancIeh, and bring himself into commumca- 
tkm with Macpherson, with whom he was to co-operate. The com¬ 
bination, however, fail ed* Owing to an unfortunatcr misunderstanding, 
Massy moved by a shorter route than was intended, and in conse¬ 
quence* near the village of Kila Kari, where Muhammad Jan had 
taken up a position the night before, he came face to face with an 
overwhelming force of Afghans (nearly 10,000 in number) while Mae- 
pherson was yet far away near the Suikh KotaL The dense hordes 
of Afglians advanced unchecked by the fire of the four guns; the 
cavalry charged gallantly, but in a country cut op by watercourses 
and canals it was impossible that so small a body could drive a 
charge home with sufficient force to have any perceptible effect on 
the immensely superior masses opposed to them Sir Frederick 
Roberts, who had arrived on the scene, and ^ho had ordered 
a second charge of cavalry in the hope of saving the guns, 
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now ordered a retreat to the village of Dehd-Mogang, while he 
sent for immediate reinforcements of infantry from Sherpur. 
^ he enemy pressed hard on the retiring force ; the four guns stuck in 
a deep ditch and had to be spiked and abandoned, and the advance 
of the Afghans was only checked by the timely arrival of 200 of the 
ysnd Highlanders, whose fire burred their passage through the Deh- 
i-Mozaug gorge Muhammad Jan then turned aside and occupied 
the T&kht-i-Shah, where he was in a position to threaten the Bala 
Hisar, 

While these events were in progress, Macphcrson had continued 
bis movement towards Arghandch, but hearing the booming of guns 
he swung round his right and moved towards the point whence the 
sounds came, and about an hour after Massy's force had begun 
retiring he arrived on the ground where the action had been fought - 
Here he came on the rear of the enemy, whom he speedily dispersed 
and drove off the field. He pursued them to Kila Kazr, whence be 
was ordered to fall back on Dch-i-Moz&ng, where he arrived late in 
the evenmg* The ground where the guns had been abandoned having 
by these movements been partially cleared, Colonel MacGregor, 
the Chief of the ^taff. with the assistance of Major Badcock, Cap¬ 
tains Deane and Martin and other officers, and a few men, was 
1 able to extricate them and bring them in, 

On the same clay Brigadier-General Baker, moving northwards, 
found the road into ilie Chardeh valley occupied, and was obliged 
late in the afternoon to force a passage for his brigade. He encamped 
that night at Arghandch; next morning he was informed of the 
enemy's movements, and was recalled to Sherpnr. 

Our losses on the nth December in the two brigades of infantry 
were three killed and nineteen wounded* In the cavalry bj\6 
1 artillery they amounted to twenty-seven killed and twenty-five 
wounded* Four officers were killed, among whom was Lieutenant 
Forbes, 14th Bengal Lancers* 

During the night following these events, the Corps of Guides, 
cavalry and infantry, which had been called up from Jagdalak on 
the Khailar line, arrived at Kabul, and formed’ a very welcome 
re-in force ment. 

On the uih December Brigadier-General Baker marched into 
Sherpnr, his rdar-guard annoyed on the way by a running attack 
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from the enemy, who, however, were kept well at bay by the 5th 
Punjab Cavalry, and the 5th Punjab Infantry* His losses were one 
killed and two wounded, 


The position taken up by the enemy on the Takht-i-Shah was 
a very formidable one, and they had farther increased their security 
by breastworks. General Macphmon received orders to dislodge 
them and accordingly attacked them on the morning of the tzth 
with detachments of the 6;th and 72nd Foot, 3rd Sikh Infantry and 


5th Gurkha Regiment, supported by two gmis of No, 1 Mountain 
Battery, the assaulting force being commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Money, of the 3rd Sikh Infantry. Notwithstanding the vigour and 
gallantry displayed by the force, the strength of the position rendered 
the attempt unsuccessful : and it was determined to wait until the 
co-operation of Baker's force could be obtained for a concurrent 
attack from the direction of Bini Hisar. Macphersons loss in this ( 
attempt amounted to four killed and twelve wounded, one of the 
latter being Major Cook, v.c„ of the 5th Gurkha Regiment, who 
afterwards died of his wounds. 


On the following day, as previously arranged, simultaneous attacks 
were made on the Takht-i-Sh&h, from the north Aider Macpherson 
and from the south-east under Baker. The force under the latter 
included four guns of G^rd Brigade* Royal Artillery, and four of 
No* 2 Mountain Battery, one squadron of the 9th Lancers, the 5th 
Punjab Cavalry, six companies of the 92nd Highlanders, seven of the 
Guides Infantry, 300 of the 3rd Sikh Infantry, and roo of the 5 th 
Punjab Infantry, In the course of his movement to the attack Baker 
found it necessary to seize the Bini Hiaar ridge, which, though held 
by the enemy in great strength, was carried by the 92nd, but not 
without a fierce struggle in which that gallant regiment sustained con¬ 
siderable loss. Advancing thence* the 92nd and the Guides Infan¬ 
try, after a stubborn resistance on the part of the enemy, stormed 
arid carried the Takht-i-Shah position, portions of the 72nd High¬ 
landers, the 3rd Sikh Infantry and the §th Gurkhas, of Macpherson's 
force, reaching the summit at the same time from the northern side* 


While these operations were proceeding on the heights, the people 
of the city rose and in great numbers joined the insurgent tribes¬ 
men, part of them assembling at Siah Sang and the rest seizing | 
and occupying two strongly fortified villages situated between Siah 
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Sun^ and the Bala Hjsar. Leaving a detachment to hold the Takht-L 
Shah ( Baker, under instructions from Sir Frederick Roberts, proceeded 
to deal with these bodies Of the enemy. The two villages were 
stormed and captured with little difficulty, and the cavalry under 
Brigadier-General Massy (one squadron of the 9th Lancers and two 
of the 14th Bengal Lancers) as well as the Guides Cavalry having 
been sent to his assistance, the enemy at Si ah Sang were, after a 
stubborn contestj in which the 9th Lancers and the Guides Cavalry 
made some splendid charges, routed and driven from the field with 
heavy loss. This concluded the operations of the day> during which 
our losses amounted to two officers and 12 men killed, and two • 
officers and 44 men wounded. 


Feeling the necessity of having more troops to face the combi¬ 
nation against him, Sir Frederick Roberts now telegraphed to Major- 
General Bright to direct Brigadier-General C, J. S, Gough, with the 
tst Brigade of the Second Division of the Kabul Field Force (then 
at Gandamak, Pfczwan* and Jagdalak) to move up to Kabul us quickly 
as might be possible* 


Foiled in their attach from the west and south of Kabul, the 
enemy now made an attempt from the north of the city, and early on 
the morning of the t+th seized and occupied the Asmai heights in 
great numbers. Sir Frederick Roberts determined to dislodge them 
at once, and to accomplish this object despatched Brigadier-General 
Baker at 9 a.m,, with a force consisting of four guns of G-^rd 
Brigade, Royal Artillery, four of No, 2 Mountain Battery, the 14th 
Bengal Lancers, 190 of the 72nd and 100 of the 92nd Highlanders, 
460 of the Guides Infantry, and 470 of the 5th Punjab Infantry. 


Baker began his operations by seizing a small conical bill forming 
ihe northern shoulder of the Aliabad KotaU Leaving a smalt 
detachment to hold this point, he proceeded with the remainder of 


his force to expel the enemy from their position on the Asmai heights. 
Colonel Jenkins of the Guides heading the attack. The Afghans, 
favoured by the rugged nature of the ground, made a prolonged and 
obstinate resistance, but the forward gallantry of the Highlanders 
and the Guides overcame all obstacles, and "by 12-30 p.m, the 
enemy were driven headlong from the heights, and the entire posi¬ 
tion was in our possession. Reinforced, however, by large numbers 
of insurgents moving up from the south-west, the Afghans rallied and 
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the encounter, and assailing the small detachment hold- ] 
ing the conical hill they succeeded, by sheer weight of numbers, in 
carrjing that post and capturing two mountain guns, Captain Spens 
of the 72nd falling covered with wound s in a heroic attempt to 
stem the overwhelming rush of the enemy. The lost guns were 
af ter wards rec 0 v e red. 


While these events were in progress cm the Asmai heights, large 
bodies of the enemy were found to have assembled at Siab Sang, ! 
whence they were endeavouring to make their way round the eastern 
flank of the Sherpur cantonment. Some cavalry and horse artillery 
were sent out under Brigadier-Gen err. I H* fl. Gough to disperse 
them, but they got away to the hills before they could be intercepted, 1 
except a bod> of about 400 who came into collision with a troop of 
the 5th Punjab Cavalry nndcF Captain Vousden, who charged them 
with great gallantry, 1 netted them with heavy loss, and drove them 
from the field. 

It Vi as now evident that the numbers combined against m were 
loo overwhelming to admit of our holding on to isolated positions, and 
that concentration was becoming absolutely necessary* Roberts 
therefore recalled all the troops into Sherpur, and at night-fall the 
enemy were in possesion of Kabul and the Bala Hisar. 

Our losses during the operations of the 14th amounted to two 
British officers,two native officers and 30 men killed, and three! 
Bniish officers, 6 native officers and qq nien wounded. The native 
officers who were killed were Subadar Rup Singh of 'he Guides, and 
Suhadar Raghubir N&garkoti of the 5th Gurkha Regiment. Subadar 
Jawala Singh of the Guides, Jemadar Gopal Singh of the 14th 
Pengs! Lancers, and jemadar Jhanda Singh of the $lh Punjab 
Cavalry, afterwards died of the wounds they received this day. 

The British force was now besieged in the Sherpur cantonment, 
a rectangular enclosure, a mile and a half long and rather more 
than two-thirds of a mile broad, the northern side of which was 
formed by the Rcmaru ridge, and the other three sides by massive 
mud walls. 



Sherpur 
Dee* mber 
1 gib—*jrd 


For a week no actual attack upon the cantonment was made by 
the enemy, though they kept up a desultory fire, which occasioned j 
several casualties. On ihe i6lh a body of about a thousand made 
an aUempt on the post of Lataband, which formed a connecting 













link with the forces cm the Khaibar line and was held by the 28th 


Native Infantry and a wing of the 33rd Pioneers, but they were 
repulsed with considerable loss. On the morning of the 22nd the 
, 12th Bengal Cavalry were sent out to join the troops at Lataband 
and return with Gough's force* which was short of cavalry ; the junc¬ 
tion was accomplished with u loss of only three killed arid three 
wounded. On the evening of the 22nd reliable information was 
received in Sherpur that a determined attempt would be made on 
the following day to carry the position by assault, and at daybreak 
on the 23rd the attack began. For some hours strenuous and con¬ 
tinued efforts were made by th* Afghans to effect an entrance into 
the position; but enormous as were their numbers, amounting to 
not less than 6o ? ooo, and determined as were their assaults, they 
; were unable to stand before the steady and continuous fire of the 
garrison. At length, when their attacks began to flag, they suddenly 
found themselves taken m flank by a detachment consisting of 
four guns and the 5 th Punjab Cavalry, which had issued from the 
north side of the cantonment. Disheartened as they were by their 
ill-success, the sudden alarm rapidly became a panic, and the vast 
hordes broke and fled in all directions, pursued by the British cavalry. 
By t p,2H« the firing had nearly ceased, and on the following morning 
not an enemy was to be seen. 

From the 15th to the 23rd inclusive, the British losses amounted 
to two British officers and 16 men killed, and five British officers, 
two native officers and 61 men wounded; of these five were killed 
and 33 wounded in the final action of the 23rd December, Lieu¬ 
tenant Montanaro of No. 2 Mountain.. Battery, and Jemadar Jag 
Bahadur, of the Corps of Guides, died r,f their wounds. During 
the whole of the operations, from the loth to the 23rd December, 
our casualties amounted to 10 British officers, 2 native officers, and 
! 91 men killed, and 15 British officers, 9 native officers, and 239 
’ men wounded, a total of 366, The losses of the enemy during the 
' same period were not less there 3,000 in killed and wounded. 

On the 34th Brigadier-General C, J, S. Gough arrived at Kabul 
with his brigade, consisting of four guns of the Hazara Mountain 
, Battery, e company of sappers and miners, the 2-Qth Foot, a detach* 
j meat Of the 7 *ud Highlanders, and the 2nd and 4th Gurkha BegT 
I meats: these regiments were, however, all weak, and the total strength 
i of the brigade scarcely reached 1,400 mem The 12 th Bengal 














Bengal native army* 


Native Infantry, and the wing 
marched into Kabul with Gough* 


The enemy having fled, the city and the Bala Hi^ar were speedily 
re-occupied. Comparative tranquillity was soon restored in the 
neighbourhood, and on the 37th December Brigadier-General Baker 
was detached into Kohistan with a small force (four guns of No. 4 
Mountain Battery, the Corps of Guides, the 67th Foot, the 2nd Gurkha 
Regiment, and the 5th Punjab Infantry) to mete out punishment to 
Mir Bucha for his share in the late disorders. This Chiefs stronghold 
was reached on the 29th and found deserted : having destroyed it. 
Baker returned to Kabul on the 31st. 


The operations on the Khaibar line now claim attention* 
While the principal interest of the war was naturally centred in the 
operations at Kabul, the troops at Peshawar and in posts on the 
Khaibar line had been constantly employed in arduous and harassing 
duties* Major-General Bright took command of the force at Pesha¬ 
war on the 13th September ; and as troops began to arrive Brigadier- 
General Gough advanced with all possible speed to Dakka, and 
hence to Jalalabad. More trying and more destructive than a hard- 
fought action was the terrible sickness which now set in on the 
Khaibar route, several regiments being rendered unfit for even the 
lightest duties of garrisoning the posts on the road. The forward 
movement, of the division, however, continued* General Bright 
reached Gandamak on the and November; thence he and Gough 
advanced and met General Maepherson at Kata Sang, as already 
related, after which they again returned 10 Gandamak. Advancing 
once more to [agdalak, Gough, on the 15th December, received 
orders from Sir Frederick Roberts to push on to Kabul with all 
possible speed* For some days, however, until the arrival of further 
reinforcements, Gough was unable to comply with these orders, and 
in the meantime there were constant skirmishes with the Ghiizais on 
the road between Gandamak and Jagdalak, the corps principally 
engaged being detachments of the Hazara Mountain Battery, the 
1 oik Bengal Lancers, the 2-$th Foot, the 24th Native Infantry, and 
I the 2nd Gurkha Regiment. Al length, having been reinforced by , 
) Colonel Norman with detachments of the 24th and the 2nd Gurkha 1 
* Regiment, Gough advanced on the 21st and reached Sherpur, as we 
^ have seen, on the 24th. During these operations the force under his j 
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command sustained a loss of one man killed and eighteen wounded 
—two* mortally. 

The garrisons leftat Jagdalak and jagdalak Kotal, under the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Norman, were not allowed much peace by the hostile 
tribesmen, who, after several vigorous attacks, made a final effort 
against those places on the 29th of December, under the leadership 
of Azimutullah Khan of Lughman; and it was only after some severe 
fighting that he was defeated and his following dispersed; Our 
casualties in these affairs amounted io four killed and eight wounded; 
amongst the former was Lieutenant Wright, Royal Artillery, and 
amongst the latter Major Thackeray, Royal Engineers* The force 
under the command of Colonel Norman consisted of detachments 
of the Hazara Mountain Battery, the 10th Bengal Lancers, the 51st 
Foot, and the 24th Native Infantry* 

In the meantime the force on the south side of the Paiwar Kotal 
had passed the autumn without important incident, except a punitive 
expedition against the Zatmukhts, who had been guilty of many 
dastardly outrages on the line of communications in the Kuram valley* 
The force employed on this service w T as under the command of 
Brigadier-General 7 )tier, and was composed of No. 1 Battery, 
hth Brigade, Royal Artillery (four screw guna), No. r fKohat) Moim- 
t u'n Battery (two guns), a company oE sappeis and miners, detach¬ 
ments of the ist, 13th, and i$th Bengal Cavalry, a small detachment 
of the 2-Sih Foot, the 85th Foot, the 13th, 2ot&* and 29th Native 
Infantry, and the 4th Punjab Infantry* Marching from Balesh 
Khet on the 8th December, Brigadier-General Tyiler entered the 
Zairaukht country the same day, and having destroyed a number of 
towers and villages cn rmit , the force arrived on the izth within a 
short distance of the strong fas l ness of Zawo* Al daybreak on the 
13th, General Tytler advanced to atiack this place* Under cover 
of the fire of the two guns of No. 1 Mountain Battery, four com¬ 
panies of the S5th and four of the 39th Native Infantry moved 
forward on the right, and quickly carried ■ several of the lower 
positions, while, as this attack developed. General Tytler advanced 
with his main column of infantry and guns up the defile leading 
10 Zawo. The village of Bagh was reached without much resistance, 
but the column on the right did not succeed in occupying the « 
ridge to the east of that place without some hand-to-hand fighting. 
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ie troops bivouacked for the night in the positions they had 
occupied, and on the following morning, the advance being continued, 
the crest of the pass was gained alter considerable resistance and 
the village of Zawo taken. Subsequent to tin's the force traversed 
various parts of the Zaimtikht country, and having destroyed the 
villages concerned in the outrages in the Kurnm valley and levied 
heavy fines in punishment, General Tytler withdrew, reaching Thai on 
the 23rd December, The casualties in the expedition were one man 
killed* and Lieutenant Kenny, 4th Punjab Infantry (mortally), 
jemadar Fazl Ahmad, 29th Native Infantry, and one man wounded. 

Wlulst these events were proceeding in the north, the force in 
Southern Afghanistan had not been altogether idle. Having recalled 
the troops which had already left for India and assembled the force 
under his command at Kandahar, Sir Donald Stewart, in accord¬ 
ance with his orders, proceeded lo make a demonstration towards 
Ghazni, The force detailed for this purpose was placed under 
the command of Brigadier-Gen Tat Hughes, and consisted of six 
guns of the Royal Artillery, the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, a wing each of 
the 59th Foot and the 3rd Gurkha Regiment, and the 29th Bombay 
Native Infantry, Marching from Kandahar on the 23rd September, 
Hughes occupied ksdat-i-Gbibai without opposition, and having lefr 
a small force there, he ad vanced to Tazi, three marches further on 
the Ghazni road, where he remained for some weeks. Shortly after 
the middle of October reports began to be prevalent that the Taraki 
Ghiizais, incited by that fire-brand the Mushk-i-Akm, were gathering 
at Sbahjui, under their chief, Sahib Jan, for an attack on the British 
camp at Tazi, and a detachment was accordingly sent forward # 
under the command of Colonel Kennedy, to surprise them. This 
small force, which consisted of three guns of the Royal Artillery, two 
squadrons of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, and two companies each of the 
59th Foot and the 29th Bombay Native Infantry, reached Shahjui 
as day broke on the 24th, drove in the picquets of the enemy, and 
after a sharp hand-to-hand encounter with their main body, broke 
and dispersed them entirely, Sahib Jan and 41 of his men being left 
dead on the ground. Our own loss amounted to two men killed, 
and two British officers, two native officers and 24 men wounded. 

By the end of October, Brigadier-General Hughes returned to 
KaUt-i-Ghilzai, and leaving a garrison there, on the 2nd November 
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withdrew the main body of his column to Kandahar* For the rest 
of the winter almost complete tranquillity prevailed in the districts 
around that city. In the tracts, however, to the north-west of 
Evandahat much excitement and confusion prevailed, and reports 
were rife that Ayub Khan, the brother of Yakub Khan, was advanc¬ 
ing on that place from Herat. 

The new year opened quietly in and around Kabul, where the 
principal interest of the moment was centred in the political ques¬ 
tion of the government of Afghanistan. In March the Kabul Field 
Force was reorganised. The existing Second (or Khaibar} Division 
was broken up, and the troops, excepting those sent on to Kabul, 
were absorbed on the line of communications, of which Major-General 
Bright was now appointed Inspector-General. The force at Kabul, 
having been strengthened and some of the worn-out corps replaced 
by fresher troops from the late Khaibar Division, was now formed into 
two divisions, the command of the Second of which was conferred 
upon Major-General John Ross, Sir Frederick Roberts continuing m 
command of the First and of the whole force. The Kabul Field 
Force now consisted of the following treops 

ArtilUry. — Four batteries of Royal Artillery, No. 3 Mountain Battery, and 
No. 4 Mountain Rattery. 

Sappers and Miners .—Four torn panles. 

Cavalry,— The gth Lancets, the 3rd and 17th Bengal Cavalry, and the 3rd 


/ nfantry— 
tst Brigade 

2 nd Brigade 


Punjab Cavalry. 

f Qind Foot. 

.< aSth Native Infantry, 
1,45th Native Infantry. 
/72nd Foot* 

J 3rd Sikh Infantry. 


5th Punjab Infantry (six companies.) 

5th Gurkha KegjmenL 
r 67 th Foot. 

3Td Brigade . i 27th Native Infantry. 

k 3nd Gurkha Regiment, 
rs-gtb Foot, 

4th Brigade i Native I nfmtry, 

^ 4th Gurkha Regiment. 

Unattached - i nnl ^ ativc lnfantr y (Pioneers). 

tThe Corps of Guides. 

On the Khaibar line the Ghilzais continued to give trouble, and 
it was decided in consequence to send an expedition into Lughman as 
soon as the reinforcements then coming up from India should have 
arrived. Before this could be undertaken, however, operations had 







BENGAL NATIVE ARMY. 

- , - ■ - —’---* * ■ ’ 

to be entered upon against the Mohmands, who had gathered on the 
northern bank of the Kabul river and begun cresting over. A parly 
of them who attacked the post at All Boghan on the izih January 
were repulsed, and alarger body was .dispersed On the following day 
by artillery fire alone. The main body, about t ,500 strong, crossed 
the river near Dakka, and took up a position on the Gara heights ; 
here they were attacked on the 15 th by Colonel Botsragon jin com¬ 
mand of a small force consisting of detachments of the 6th Dragoon 
Guards, 17th Bengal Cavalry, and Bill and 3Jth Native Infantry, with 
four guns) and, after a brief contest, routed and driven back over the 
river with considerable loss. The casualties on cur side amounted to 
Jemadar Bahadur Khan, 8th Native Infantry, killed, and seven men 







I 


wounded. 

Towards the end of January the arrival of reinforcements at the 
base enabled General Bright to despatch a force into the Lughman 
valley. This force was under the command of Colonel Walker, of 
the 12 th Foot, but was accompanied by General* Bright him si If; it con¬ 
sisted of four guns of the Royal Artillery, two guns of No, 4 Mountain 
Battery, two companies of Madras sappers, a squadron each of the 
6th Dragoon Guards and the 17th Bengal Cavalry, a wing each of the 
1*1 aih Foot, 1-25th Foot, and 27th Native Infantry, and six companies j 
of the 30th Native Infantry. During three weens Lughman, on both 
Bdes of the Kabul river, was traversed and explored in every direc¬ 
ting without any opposition from the enemy. On the aist February 
1 he force was brokers up, and the troops returned to their several posts 


on the line of communications* 

| The altered organisation of the forces holding die Khaibai line of f 

! comm uni cations has already been mentioned. Extensive changes ; 
amongst the tioops employed on the line also took place at this time, j 
many regiments and batteries having been moved on to Kabul and 
several sent back to India* the places of all these being taken b) 
other corps. At the end of March the troops employed on the line 
were live batteries of Royal Artillery, No. 1 Mountain Battery, one 
company of Bengal and three of Madras sappers* the 6th Dragoon 
Guards, the 8th Hussars, the 4th and 5 th Bengal Cavalry, a wing each j 
of the 1st and znd Central India Horse* the i-$th, i-iath, *"i 4 th,, 
i-i8th, 1-a5th and 51st Foot, the 8tb r Qth, t6th, 22nd, 30th, 31st. j 
32nd (Pioneers), and 41st Bengal Native Infantry, the ist Gurkha j 
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Regiment, and ihe ist, 4th and 15th Madras Native Infantry 
Genera] Bright was in command of the whole as Inspector-General 
of the line of communications, Brigadier-Generals Gib, Doran and 
Hill being in command respectively of the three sections into which 
the line was divided, and Brigadier-General Arbuthnot in command 
of a mive&ble column to operate on any part of the line in which its 
services might be required* 

The month of March in the Kh&ibar was marked by several 
attacks on small parties and on posts on the line of communications. 
On the zand Lieutenant Thurlow, 51st Foot was shot dead, between 
jagditlak and Jagdalak Kotab by a baud of Ghilzais from Hisarak, 
and on the 26th a most determined attack was made on the post of 
Fort Ratlye, near Fatehabad, by a body of Shinwaria and Khugianis- 
This post was held by detachments of the 4th Bengal Cavalry and the 
4th Madras Native Infantry, but the garrison had fortunately been 
increased that evening by a detachment of the 51st Bengal Native 
Infantry, which had halted there for the night while in progress to 
a post higher up the line. The attack was pressed home with great 
energy, but was repulsed with heavy loss to the assailants, that of the 
garrison being Lieutenant Angelo, 31st Native Infantry, and six men 
killed, and 19 men wounded- In consequence of these affairs two 
columns were sent into the Khugiani country early in April, but the 
enemy offered no opposition, and after some of their towers had been 
destroyed, they submitted and paid ihe fines imposed upon them. 
This expedition was followed a few days later by the despatch of a 
force into the Hisarak valley, for the pun i si uncut of a Gbilzai chief 
named Muizzullah Khan, who was concerned in the attack in which 
Lieutenant Thurlow was killed- The force, which was under the com¬ 
mand of Brigadier-General Arbuthnot, was composed of two horse 
artillery and two mountain guns of the Royal Artillery, two guns of 
No* 1 Mountain Battery, detachments of the 6th Dragoon Guards and 
4th Bengal Cavalry, (wo companies of sappers, one Madras and One 
Bengal, the 51st Foot, the 8th and 31st Native Infantry, and the 1st 
Gurkha Regiment MuizzulUh Khan's fort was destroyed on the 
1 2th April ; subsequently, though there was some skirmishing, and 
a good deal of firing into our camp at night, little opposition 
was encountered, except at the Auzangani defile on the 14th, where 
the Ghilzib mark a determined stand and caused some casualties. 
Out losses during the expedition amounted to Lieutenant Palmer 
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(Cc^iSt Department) and one man killed, and four officers and . 

^During the earl^months of i 83 o nothing of importance occurred 
in the Kuram vaLy, where Major-General W*™£*^*, 

Brigadier-General Gordon in the command. In February Bnga 

General Ncwdigate was appointed to the command of a brigade, in 
succession to Brigadier-General Tytler, who died of pneumonia ^ 

the 14th of that month* . . t „ 

In January 1880, as part of a plan for the pacification of j 

istan ^ our eventual withdrawal from the country, the Braga. , 
troops under Sir Donald Stewart were ordered to m0ve “ P „ 
Kandahar to Ghazni, and thence open commumcauon wtth Kabul ; 
their place at Kandahar being taken by Bombay troops, to bemoved 
up from Pishin and Sind, Tim Ghazni Fie d Force, ^ Sir Do nM> \ 
command was now designated, accordingly left Kandahar on the zyth 
of March, and for three weeks advanced northward without meeting 
any opposition, although after passing Kalat-i-Gbiktai all the villages 
■vere found deserted, rad it was only with much difficultythatsuppl.es 

COU Atlmgtb C on e the morning of the 19th April, about two hours after 
beginning the march from Mushaki, the Afghans were discovered m 
great force in advance of the head of the column and on a range of 
hills to the left of the road at AhmadKhel, twenty-three miles south 
f Ghazni. Dispositions were at once made to attack the enemy 
and the force was arranged as follows .-In the «ntre were one 
batterv of horse and one of field artillery, with a squadron of the 
iql h Bengal Lancers and a company of the 19th Native Infantry as 
escort • on the right was the greater portion of the cavalry, w- a 
squadron of the 19th Bengal Lancers, the and Punjab Cavalry, and 
,wo squadrons of the 1st Punjab Cavalry; on the left of the guns 
was Brigadier-General Hughes’ brigade (the 59th Foot, the 3rd , 
Gurkha Regiment, and the 2nd Sikh Infantry) with a troop of the 
19th Bengal Lancers, and on the extreme left, and slightly m rear, a 
heavy batterv of artillery. In reserve were the 19th Native Infantry, 

1 wo comoanies of suppers, and the head-quarters escort, consisting 1 
of a troop of the 19th Bengal Lancers and a company each of the 1 
j-GrTh Rifles and the 25th Native Infantry. On the road behind were 
the hospitals, field parks, and baggage, and in rear of all Brigadier- 
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, Genera] Barter’s brigade,—a mountain battery, the 2-Sotb Rifles, the 
15th and 25th Native infantry, and one squadron of the isl Pnojab 
I Cavalry. Before the action commenced, half of Barter's brigade was 
moved up to the front of the baggage, and arrived in time to rein- 
' force the right centre before the close of the fighting. 

At 9 a.m. the guns took up positions, but scarcely had they opened 
fire, when masses of g/rasi-led Afghans rushed furiously down the 
slopes from their position against the line of British infantry, while 
a large body of horsemen, turning the left of the British line, now 
reinforced by a squadron of the 19th Bengal Lancers, poured down 
two ravines, and, uniting at the foot of the hill, struck the Lancers 
before they could get up sufficient speed to meet the shock, and 
forced them back on the knoll occupied by Sir Donald Stewart and 
his staff; nor could they be rallied until they had passed to the rear 
of the right of the line of infantry, which was 'itself hard pressed and 
beginning to give way. The 3rd Gurkhas formed rallying square - and, 
throwing in a withering fire, checked for a time the reckless rush of the 
enemy, but the fanatic horde pressed on, enveloping both flanks, and 
it became necessary to bring forward every man of the reserve, 
'the two sapper companies and a half battalion of the 19th Native 
Infantry reinforcing the left, while the remaining half battalion and 
the two companies of infantry of Sir Donald’s escort supported the 
guns on their left. 



In the centre and on the right, at this time, so impetuous was the 
rush of the Afghan swordsmen, that even case-shot from the guns at 
a distance of fifty yards was insufficient to check them ; and at las', 
all their ammunition having been expended, the two batteries were 
compelled to fall back about two hundred yards. 

The situation for the moment was critical; both flanks had been 
forced back, and all the reserves were in the front line: but the 
enemy’s advance on the left was now effectually checked and turned 
back by the deadly fire of the 3rd Gurkha Regiment; the 2nd Sikh 
Infantry, in the centre, still maintained their position with unwaver¬ 
ing steadiness; and on the right the enemy were charged and pushed 
back by the 19th Bengal Lancers and the 2nd Punjab Cavalry. All 
along the line the attack began to slacken; in a few minutes it 
! ceased, and as part of Barter’s brigade came up the Afghans began 
1 to tall back; soon the retirement became a rout, and the masses of 
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the .eribtfiy, dying in all directions, were dispersed over the country. 
Of the 15,000 they brought into action, upwards of a thousand were 
Left dead on the field, and the total loss could not have been less 
than three times that number. Our own losses amounted to seventeen 
killed, and one hundred and twenty-four (including nine British 
officers) wounded. 

After a rest of two hours, the inarch was resumed, and Ghazni was 
reached on the zist April On the 33rd, before day-break, a strong 
force was despatched under Brigadier-General Palliser, against a 
large body of the enemy who had taken post in the villages of Shalez 
and Arzu, about seven miles to the south-east of Ghazni, The posi¬ 
tion was, however, found to be so strong that General Falliscr consi¬ 
dered it imprudent to attempt an assault until he was reintoreed. 
The remainder of the troops (excepting those left to guard Jlje camp 
and to hold Ghazni) arrived at 11 am* under Sir Donald Stewart, who 
immediately made dispositions to attack. In less than an hour the 
affair was over; the Afghans, making little or no stand, were easily 
expelled from the villages, and fled in confusion with a loss of 4 qq 
of their number, our own losses being no more than two killed and 
eight wounded, 

On the 35th, at Shashgao, Sir Donald Stewart came into commu¬ 
nication with Major-General Ross's division of Sir Frederick Roberts' 
force* then at Saiadabad, and on the aSih, handing over the com¬ 
mand of the Ghazni Field Force to Brigadier-General Hughes at 
Haidar Khel, he left for Kabul to assume supreme command of the 
forces in Northern Afghanistan. The Ghazni Field Force now be¬ 
came the Third Division of the Kabul Field Force, and moved into 
the Lcgar valley, where, Qn the 16th May, the command was taken 
over by Major-General Hills. 

During the early days of April nothing of importance from a 
military point of view occurred at Kabul, though there were rumours 
of hostile gatherings in various parts of the country. The first move¬ 
ment of importance was the despatch to the southward of Major- 
General Ross with a force which was intended to meet and escort 
supplies to the troops moving up from Kandahar under Sir Donald 
Stewart. This force was composed of four guns of the Royal 
Artillery, No* 4 Mountain Battery, a company of sappers, a squadron 
of the 91b Lancers, the 3rd Bengal Cavalry, two squadrons of the 
3rd Punjab Cavalry, the 2-gth Foot, the 33rd (Pioneers) and 14th 
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| Native Infantry, and the 4th Gurkha Regiment ; it marched from 
I Kabul on the 17th April, and six days later reached Saiadabad without 
| experiencing any opposition worthy of notice. Two days after the 
despatch of General Ross’s force, intelligence was received that an 
attack was to be made on it from the Logar valley, and in order to 
obviate any such movement a small force (two horse artillery guns, 

, the Corps of Guides and a wing of the 92nd Highlanders) was sent 
to Charasia on the 20th under the command of Colonel Jenkins. 
On the 2 1 st Colonel Jenkins encamped at Chihildakhtaran, near 
Charasia, and here he was vigorously attacked on the 251I1 by a bod)' 
.of three thousand Logans ; though hard pressed he was able to keep 
the enemy m check until 1-30. f.m,, when Brigadier-General Mac* 
pherson arrived with reinforcements centring of two guns of the 
Royal Artillery, four guns of No. 2 Mountain Battery, a troop of the 
3rd Punjab Cavalry, the remaining wing of the 92nd Highlanders, 
six com panics of the 45 th Native Infantry, and two of the 2nd Gurkha 
Regiment Macpherson at once assumed the offensive against the 
enemy's left, and having turned that flank with the Gurkhas, High* 
lenders and Sikhs, forced the Afghans to retire, and eventuaily put 
them to llight with heavy loss* The casualties on our side were 
lour killed and thirty-four wounded* 

On the same day (25th April) General Ross with a part of his force 
encountered a body of Afghans at Shekabad, near Saiadabad, and 
drove them from the ground with considerable loss, himself having 
only one man killed and four wounded in the engagement* Having 
established communication with the Ghazni Field Force, Ross s 
column (now joined by Sir Donald Stewart) moved back to Kabul, 
where it arrived on the 2nd May- 

Nothing of much importance connected with the Kabul Field Force 
occurred during the months of May and June* Portions of the force 
moved into various parts of the surrounding country with a view to 
keeping open the roads and to ease the pressure on the supplies at 
the capital, but in no case was any opposition encountered, though 
Muhammad Jan* Mir Bucba, and other chiefs had in no measure 
relaxed their efforts to create fresh disturbances. During this period 
a mission was sent to Turkistan, to communicate with Abdur 
Rahman Khan, one of the candidates for the throne of Afghanistan, 
and was well received. 










Towards the end of June the Third Division (1 ate the Ghazni Field 
Force), under the command of Major-General Hills, after making 
! various movements in the Logar valley, marthed to Zargnnr.hshr, 

! where it arrived on the 30th of the month. Thence on the ist of 
t Jills*, a force (under the command of Brigadier-General Palliser, and 
consisting of detachments of the 19th Bengal Lancers and of the 
ist and and Punjab Cavalry, amounting altogether to about 560 
men) was detached against a gathering of 1,500 Zurmattis at the 
village of Patkao Shana. The enemy were overtaken while in retreat 
and were completely dispersed, with a loss of 200 of their number, 
our own loss being three killed and twenty-nine (including one 
officer) wounded. 

A)i through the spring and summer negotiations had been in pro¬ 
gress with the Kabuli sardaTs and Abdur Rahman Khan, with a view 
to; establishing the latter as Amir. At last, after much intriguing, the 
negotiations were brought to a successful issue and the new Amir was 
formally proclaimed in Durbar on the 22nd of July. 

During these months (April to August, 1880) affairs on the 
Kb riba r line continued in a very unsettled state : raids ami dis¬ 
turbances were frequent, and more than one punitive expedition 
ha! to be undertaken. During the third week in May a force 
under Brigadier-General Doran (two guns of No. t Mountain Batten’, 
and detachments of the Central India Horse, i-5th and i-tath Foot, 
and 1 st and 4th Madras Native Infantry) moved from Jalalabad into 
the Bus ad district, north of the Kabul river, and at Beninga, on the 
19th, defeated and dispersed a body of Safis from Kunar, with a 
loss on our side of only one British officer, one native officer, and 
five men wounded. At the same time a column r.ndcr . Brigadier- 
General Gib (four guns or the Royal Artillery, and detachments of the 
8th Hussars, 5th Bengal Cavalry, 2-14* Foot, and 32nd Native 
Infantry (Pioneers) encountered and defeated a large gathering of 
Shin wan s at Marina (SOth May), our loss being four men killed 
and two officers and five men wounded. Early in June a force, 
which was under the command of Brigadier-General Doran and 
included detachments of the Central India Horse and of the 9th and 
32nd Native Infantry, moved into Kamo, and destroyed the 
forts and towers of the hostile clans. In the middle of the 
same month an expedition was led by Brigadier-General Arbuthnot 
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mo the Lughman valley ; and early in July another under Colonel 
Ball-Acton, which included detachments of the 4th Bengal Cavalry 
and the 31st Native Infantry, captured and destroyed the village of 
Nargasbai, with a loss of only five men wounded. 

In the Kuram district during these months but little of military 
importance occurred, though raids hy the Waziris and K host wills 
were frequent; in one of these the post of Chapri was rushed (1st 
May) by a band of Waziris and Pawaris, who succeeded in getting 
into the enclosure, where they killed Lieutenant Wood, of the 
Transport Department, and eight men, and wounded thirteen others. 
As the summer advanced* however, the country quieted down to 
some extent, and the troops were principally occupied with prepara* 
tions for the return to India, which was to be commenced in October. 

At the end of July, when the principal subject of consideration 
was the withdrawal to India of the British troops in Northern 
Afghanistan, news was received of the long-threatened advance of 
AyubKhan from Herat, of the terrible disaster which had befallen 
the Bombay force at Maiwand, and of the investment of Kandahar 
by the troops of Ayub Khan and the mutinous regiments of the 
Walt Shei Ali Khan of Kandahar, Measures for the restoration of 
British prestige in Southern Afghanistan and for the relief of the 
beleaguered garrison were promptly adopted* and on the 3rd of 
August orders were given for the immediate despatch from Kabul 
to Kandahar of a strong force under the command of Sir Frederick 
Roberts, At the same time instructions were issued for the forma¬ 
tion of another strong force at Quetta (for which the 3rd, 4th, and 
17th Bengal Native Infantry were detailed) to move on Kandahar 
from the southward under the command of Major-General Phayre, 
The force under the command of Sir Frederick Roberts was desig¬ 
nated “ The Kabubltandahar Field Force/' and was composed of 
the following corps:— 



Cavalry Brigade 


Brig a (tier-Gcne rsl 
H. H. Gough. 


9th Lancers, 

3rd Bengal Cavalry. 
3rd Punjab Cavalry. 
Central India Horse, 


Arfilhrjt 


Colonel A. C. Johnson 


! No, 6 Battery, 8th Brigade, Royal Artillery 
» ■* *1 .9tfc „ 

.« 3 M oriQtaie Battery. 







BENGAL NATIVE ARMY. 



Infantry,'- M.i^ir-rjpner'ii J Hess, C.LK, Comrctanding. 




1! 

I 

£ 


3 nd Brigade*-— 


72nd Highlanders. 


Brigadier-General JsndSikh Infantry, 

T, D* Baker. 7 3rd n 


5th Gurkha Regiment, 


3rd Brigade :— 


fl-6elh Rifles* 


Brigadiwr^Generai \ t|Mi (SikhJ Native Infantry, 

C. M. MacGregor. j 35th (Punjab) Native Infantry* 


4th Gurkha Regiment. 


By the end of the first week of August alt arrangements at Kabul 
were complete, and on the 8th the Kabul-Kandahar Field Force was 
assembled at Bint Hisar; thence on the following morning it began 
that memorable march which has since become one of the most 
famous achievements of the British arms in India** 

The story of “ Roberta*march v is interesting and instructive as an 
example of what can be effected by energy and careful organization. 
Starting with a force of picked troops* and with transport as com¬ 
plete us could be procured under the circumstances, the under¬ 
taking was aided by the influence of the new Amir during the first 
part of the march, and it was not at any time impeded by open 
hostilities: notwithstanding these advantages the fact yet remains 
that to march over three hundred and twenty miles in twenty-two 
days with an array of 10,000 fighting men and 8,000 followers, 
two-thirds of the distance being through an enemy's country, was a feat 
which required not only energy and forethought of the first order 
at the head, but the most careful and competent supervision of all 
details, however small, and the most thorough and conscientious 
work in all ranks from the general commanding to the junior officer 1 
of transport. 

Marching through the Logar valley, in order to gain the benefit 
of its fertile crops* the force reached Ghazni on the 1 sib August,— 
98 miles in seven days. Thence without a halt the march was ' 


* In the optmon of Sir Frederick Roberts him^If the advance on Kahn] from 
Kuram, in the autumn of 1879, was in every particular a more difficult an I dan- i 
germi3 operation.— t*. 
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continued through a rough and treeless country, under a scorching 
sun, with all the trying accompaniments of rear guard and baggage 
guard duties, the difficulties of which no one who has not had experi¬ 
ence of the Indian camp-follower can fully realise; or with the almost 
equally wear ring nights on guard, after the labours of the march and 
Ihe toils of fatigue duty. Day after day the force pushed on, until on 
the 23rd August Kalat-i-Ghilzai was reached, 232 miles having been 
covered in fifteen days. Here one day was allowed for well-earned 
rest; and on the 25th, when the march was resumed, the force was 
augmented by the garrison of Bombay troops, which Sir Frederick 
Roberta deemed it expedient to withdraw. At length on the 27th 
August, at Robat, heliographic com mum cation was established with 
the Kandahar garrison by the cavalry brigade, and in the evening the 
camp of that brigade was joined by several officers from the lately be¬ 
leaguered city. It being now ascertained that the siege had beer 
raised, and that the Afghan army was entrenching Itself in a position 
north-west of the town. Sir Frederick Roberts determined to give his 
force a day's rest at Rabat, and thence to inarch the remaining 
eighteen miles to Kandahar by two easy stages, in order that his men 
might arrive there as fresh as possible for the work before them. 
The forced marches of the division therefore ended at Rohat, where 
the main body arrived on the 28th August, and when 303 miles 
had been covered in twenty days. 

On the 31st Kandahar was reached, and after a halt outside the 
Shikarpur gate, the troops encamped on the plain to the west of the 
city and cantonments, the 2nd and 3rd Brigades occupying Picquet 
Hill, Kara Hill* and a spur of the hill above old Kandahar, On the 
same afternoon a reconnaissance in force (the 3rd Bengal Cavalry 
and the 15th Native Infantry with two guns, under Brigadier-General 
Gough) demonstrated that Aytib Khan was holding the village of 
Pir Palma! and the Baba Wall Kotal, north-west of the camp, in 
considerable strength ; and that his encampment was behind (north 
of) these, at Mazra, but whether the latter was entrenched or not was 
not ascertained* Our loss in this reconnaissance amounted to three 
killed, and an officer and eleven men wounded. 

Having thus obtained all the information he required, Sir 
Frederick Roberts decided on attacking Ayub Khan on the 
following morning, his plan of operations being briefly to threaten 
the enemy's left at the Baba Wali Kotal and to assail his right in 
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i y the village of Pir Paimal» carry that print, and tak£ the 
Baba Walt Kotal in reverse. For the former purpose part of the 
Bombay force was detailed, for the latter the whole of the infantry 
Of the Kabul-Kandahar Force*—the isl and 2nd Brigades to deliver 
the attack, while the ^rri remained in reserve* the cavalry of the 
Kabul-Kandahar Force meanwhile operating by the left, by the 
village of Gaudig&n, and working towards the Argandab river, so as 
to threaten the rear of Ayub Khaids camp and his line of retreat 
towards Girishk and Kakrez. To carry out these operations the 
hoops were in position at an early hour on the morning of the isj 
S eptember, but it then became apparent that the enemy were them¬ 
selves contemplating offensive measures, they having during the night 
occupied the villages of Gandi MulUSahibdad and Gandigan, at the 
foot of the Baba Wall range, as wed as the gardens and orchards con¬ 
necting these villages,—positions from which it would be necessary to 
expel them before any advance could be made on Pir PairaaL To 
secure this object Brigadier-General Macpherson was instructed to 
advance direct on Gandi Mulia with the ist Brigade, take the village, 
anti then drive the enemy from the enclosures lying between it and 
the low spur of the hill short of Pir Palma I, Brigadier-General Baker, 
with the and Brigade, being ordered to advance at (he same time on 
Macphergons left, and clear the gardens and orchards in his imme¬ 
diate front. To Major-General Robs was entrusted the direction of 
these attacks. 

Shortly after 9-50 the operations of the day were begun by a 
heavy battery of Royal Artillery with the Bombay force opening fire 
on the Baba Wall Kotal, and the attention of the enemy having been 
attracted to this point. General Ross was directed to begin the real 
attack, on the right of the Afghan position. Covered by the fire of 
two batteries, M&cpherson advanced on Gandi Mulia, and after a 
sharp contest the village was carried by the 92nd Highlanders and 
the and Gurkha Regiment. Baker, moving forward at the same time, 
encountered an obstinate resistance from the Afghans posted in the 
walled gardens and orchards on the left, and the 72nd Highlanders 
and the 2nd Sikh Infantry sustained considerable loss. At length, 
however, all opposition was overcome and the enemy were driven 
back to Fir Primal, and the two brigades, uniting at that point and 
wheeling to the right, swept all before them until they reached an 
entrenched position on the further side of the Baba Wall Kotal* 
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where the Afghans made a last desperate stand; it was, however 
only for a moment; a gallant rush of the 92nd, headed by Major 
White, broke through the opposing force, and soon the whole Afghan 
army was in full flight. Owing, however, to the nature of the ground, 
General Ross was unable to realise the extent of the victory, and 
expecting the enemy to take up a fresh position further on he halted 
to re-fora his brigades. When, however, the advance was resumed 
few minutes disclosed the fact that the victory was complete, and 
that Ayub's camp was standing deserted. The pursuit was taken 
up by the cavalry as effectually as possible, but owing to the 
extended position occupied by the enemy on the morning of the 1st 
Brigadier-General Gough was obliged to make such a wide detour that 
he did not arrive on the Afghan line of retreat in sufficient time to do 
as much execution as might otherwise have been effected* 

Our loss on the 1 st September was 3 British officers, one native 
officer and 33 men killed, and to British officer*. 4 native officers 
and 202 men wounded,*— making a total loss on the two days of 40 
killed and 228 wounded,—of the latter of whom more than twenty 
afterwards succumbed to the injuries they had received. 

Thus was brought to a worhy conclusion an undertaking which 
at the time was watched with breathless interest by the whole military 
world, and which will always rank as one of the most brilliant achieve¬ 
ments of the British arms in India. 

The battle of Kandahar not only relieved the garrison of that 
place, but brought the war to a speedy conclusion. The with¬ 
drawal of the remaining troops from Kabul had commenced almost 
immediately after the departure thence of Sir Frederick Roberts 
force, and the frontier, as arranged by the peace of .Gandamak, was 
resumed. In Southern Afghanistan the held force was withdrawn, as 
quickly as possible, with the exception of a moderate garrison which 
was retained at Kandahar. Early in the following year Kandahar 
also was given up and the frontier, as it existed before the war, was 
re-established both in the north and in the south. 

For the second campaign in Afghanistan the thanks of Parliament 
were voted to the army and the generals engaged \ a medal was 
granted to ill who were not already in possession of the first, with clasp, 
for the actions of Charasu, Kabul, Ahmad Krel, and Kandahar, 
and a special bronze star was given to the troops who took part in 
Roberts' inarch to Kandahar (G. G. O. Nos* 673 oi 1S80 and +7-* of 
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^ 85 ^ Regiments engaged were authorised 10 bear all the above 
names on their colours and appointments (G. G. O. No. 418 of 1681) ; 
and a second grant of six months' batta was made to all ranks 
(G.G. O. No. 459 °f 1880). 

In October 1880. during the withdrawal of the troops from Afghan¬ 
istan, a punitive expedition under Brigadier-General MacGregor was 
despatched from the Harnai line against the Marri tribes, who, since 
the disaster at Mai wand, had been conspicuous for the boldness of their 
outrages. The force employed consisted of a mountain battery of 
the Royal Artillery, the 3rd Punjab Cavalry, the a-6oth Rifles, the 4 th 
and 5 th Gurkha Regiments, and the and and 3rd Sikh Infantry. V ery 
little opposition was met with, but the exceedingly difficult nature 
of the country rendered the expedition one of great hardship to the 
troops. Having traversed the country in various directions and 
visited Kalmn, the chief town of the tribes, and the terms dictated 
by the British Government having been accepted, and due submis¬ 
sion and reparation made by die tribesmen, dm force withdrew in 
November, 

The termination of hostilities in Afghanistan left the Government 
of India at leisure to turn their attention to the Mahsud Wasiris, who, 
incited thereto from Kabul, had, during the continuance of the war, 
been guilty of numerous raids and outrages on our borders and oa the 
line of communications in the Kuram valley, and in the spring of 
,gg! an expeditionary force, under the command of Brigadier-Gene¬ 
ral Kennedy, was prepared at Tank to visit them with the punish¬ 
ment due to their misdeeds. The force consisted of the Peshawar 
Mountain Battery, three guus of the Hazara and two of the Derajat 
Mountain Batteries, detachments of the 1st and 4th Punjab Cavalry, 
the 8th Company of Sappers and Miners, and a wing each of the 
32nd Native lnfaniry (Pioneers), 1st and 4th Sikh infantry, and 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, 41b, ami 6th Punjab Infantry. A reserve column was also 
assembled at Bat mu under the command of Brigadier-General 
J. J. H. Gordon, comprising No. 1 Battery, 8th Brigade, Royal 
Artillery, No. 1 Mountain Battery (two guns), the 18th Bengal 
Cavalry, the 6th Company of Sappers and Miners, the 14th, aoth, 
21 st, and 30th Native Infantry, and the 5th Punjab Infantry. Before 
General Kennedy’s advance, which took place on the 21st of April, 
the submission of most of the tribe had already been received; 
but the Nana Khel section still held out, and it was against them 
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principally that the operations were directed. Passing up the Shuhur 
vahey, the force visited various settlements of the recusant elan 
without experiencing much opposition until the 3rd of May, when the 
advance was furiously attacked, near Shah Alam Ragza, by a large 
force of the enemy. The charge, however, was easily repulsed by 
the 1 st Sikh Infantry, and the enemy were driven back completely 
beaten; on the 5th Kaniguram was occupied, and on the rnh 
Makin, In the meantime, under instructions from General Kennedy, 
the Bannu column* under Brigadier-General Gordon, had moved 
into the hills, and, proceeding up the Khatsora valley, had, after 
some skirmishing, reached Razmak on the 9th May, when it came 
into communication with the Tank column. Some more skirmishing 
took place, but no further serious opposition was encountered, and 
the Nana Khcls having submitted, the troops returned to British 
territory,'—General Kennedy by the Tank-Zam and General Gordon 
by the Shaktu valley. The total casualties during the expedition 
amounted to eight killed and twenty-four wounded. 



But few internal changes or points of interest are to be noted 
in the three years covered by this chanter; not only is the period 
a very short one, but it was too fully occupied by the business anti 
excitement of active operations to leave much time for organisation or 
reform of details. The outbreak of the war in Afghanistan occasioned 
a temporary increase of regiments to a strength of 4B0 sowars in the 
cavalry and Soo sepoys (912 of all ranks) in die infantry (G. O* C. C, 
dated the 19th December 1878), and an attempt was made to re¬ 
cur ol pensioners for garrison duty, but this proved a complete 
failure. On the conclusion of the first phase of the hostilities, 
preparations were made tor a reduction by the cessation of recruiting, 
but the rising at Kabul soon necessitated a return to the augmented 
strength. An advance of Rs. 15,000 was sanctioned to all silladar 
regiments of cavalry thus augmented, in order to meet the expense 
of equipping the new men, 06 m number—the money to be repaid 
within two years. 

The drain of the protracted operations in Afghanistan, where the 
great amount of sickness, rather than the severity of the fighting, 
occasioned a continual demand for recruits, ted to the grant, in 18S0* 
of a bounty ot R50 to all recruits, K25 being paid on enlistment, 
and the other half on the conclusion of three years* service* 
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changes remain to be noticed, nor do any of the small 
alterations in the equipment of native regiments call for remark * 
except that contained in G, O. No, to of iSyg, by which brown 
leather accoutrements look the place of buff if antry regiments 

of the line. 













Official Accounts of the Akha, Ex peditiua Egyptian Expedition, 1883,—Suakin 
Operations, 1885,^ Third Huirnese War, — Zbob Valley Expedition,*- Black 
Mountain Expedition, 1B8S,—and Sikkim Expedition-—G*Q* C, C,, G. G. O., 
L A + C*, etc. 


Ex peek* ion 
to Egypt, 
it£i. 


The year 1882 witnessed the commencement of a series of cam¬ 
paigns in Egypt, which afforded to Indian troops an opportunity of 
fighting and working side by side with certain British corps with 
which they are never brought into contact in their duties in Asia, 
ami a special interest, therefore, attaches to the expeditions of 1882 
and subsequent years such as had not existed since the force under 
Sir David Baird had excited the curiosity and admiration of the 
European troops in the same country in *8oi. 

The outbreak of hostilities in Egypt in July 1882 was soon fol¬ 
lowed by a call for a contingent from India* The force which, in 
accordance with this requisition, was despatched to take part in the 
operations in that country, was composed of the 2nd and 6th 
Bengal Cavalry, the 13th Bengal Lancers, the 7th, and 20th Bengal 
Native Infantry, and the 291U Bombay Native Infantry (the and 
Bala eh Battalion), the whole under the command of Major-General 
Sir H, T. Macpheraon* The first of these regiments to disembark 
was the and Bengal Cavalry, which landed on the 24th August 
1 and by the second week in September the whole force was collected 
at Ismailia, on the Sue.: Canal, A part of the 13th Bengal Lancers 
was sent on to Kassass’m at the end of August and took part in a re¬ 
connaissance towards Salable h on the 1st September, in which, how¬ 
ever, nothing was seen of the enemy* On the 9U1 September, about 
an hour after day-break, a general advance was made by the Egyptian 
army against the British position at Kassassin. The infantry under 
Major-General Graham moved out to meet the attack, with their left 
resting on the Freshwater Canal, and the right supported by the 
cavalry, which, threatening the enemy's left, fell in with and defeated 
a separate portion of his force advancing from Salahieh* The enemy's 
repulse was general all along the line, the British Josses being three 
silled and seventy-five wounded, of whom one killed and one 
wounded belonged to the 13th Bengal Lancers* 
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d'n Ihe i ith September the Indian Contingent, under Sir Herbert 
icpherson, arrived at Kassassin, and the infantry was then al¬ 
lied to the and Division under Lieutenant-General Hamley, wli'lc 
: cavalry became the Second Brigade of the Cavalry Division. On 
j gamy day arrangements were made for an attack on the enemy s 
•dfied position of Tel-el-Kebir on the following night, according to 
lich the t st Battalion of the Seaforth Highlanders (72nd Foot) and 
0. 9 (Mountain) Battery, 1st Brigade, Northern Division, Royal 
rtillery, were attached to the Indian force. . 

After dark on the 12th September camp was struck, and the troops 
oved on to their respective rendezvous. At 1 -30 a.m. on the 13th the 
arch of the main body and of the Cavalry Division, which was slight* 

[ rear of the right, commenced. Just as day was breaking the 
dan try became engaged and after a short but sharp contest carried 
,e enemy's entrenchments, and the 2nd Cavalry Brigade moving 
jund the extreme left of the enemy’s position, harassed the retreat 
f the Egyptians and rapidly converted it into a heading rout, 
□shine on to the railway station, the brigade succeeded in capturing j 
train full of fugitives which was just leaving Tel-el-Kebir for Zag-a- 
ig : thence without a hah the pursuit was continued to Belbeis, 
vhich was reached soon after noon. The Indian Infantry Brigade, 
.lurching bom Kassassin at 3-30 a.m., moved along the south side 
,f the Freshwater Canal: about day-break the batteries on the enemy s 
j eh t were engaged, and in a few minutes the whole of the position 
midi of the canal was captured. The main body of the infantry 
halted at Tel-el-Kebir; but the Indian Brigade, pushing on 
hi cugh the day, reached Zag-a-zig at 6 p.m. Sir Herbert Macpher- 
sen had meanwhile ridden on in advance, and, arriving at Zag-n-zig 
two hours earlier, captured ten engines and a hundred carriages, 
some of which were on the point of leaving the station. 

The casualties of the Indian Contingent during the day were only 
one killed and three wounded. 

On the 14th, at 3 a.m., Major-General Drnry-Lowe, commanding 
the cavalry, taking the 2nd Brigade, with the 4th Dragoon Guards and 
the mounted infantry, left Belbeis; and by 4-15 p-m- arrived at 
Abbassieh, outside Cairo. Here he found a large portion of the 
Eevotiah armv drawn up ready to surrender; and on tbc same even- 
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By the victory of Tebel-Kefeir and the rapid pursuit to the capi 1 
all resistance was, completely broken, and active military operatic 
were brought to a close. Through the remainder of September i 
Indian Contingent remained in garrison at Zag-a-zig and Abbassit 
and early in October the withdrawal of the troops from Eg) 
commenced* By the end of that month all the Indian regime* 
had reached Bombay, 

For services in Egypt a medal was granted to all ranks, and 
bronze star was presented by theTChedive; and the words “Erm 
1883/'and 14 Tex-el-Keuir ,f were authorised to be borne on U 
colours and appointments of the corps engaged in the operatioi 
(G, G.G. Nos. 578 and 665 of 1883 and 325 and 341 of 1883). 

In the winter of 1883-84 it was found necessary 10 despatch 
small expedition against the Akhas, a savage tribe inhabiting the til 
to the north of the Darrang district in Upper Assam, to punish the, 
for repeated raids into British territory and to enforce the release 1 
some captives they had carried off. The troops employed consiste 
of a detachment of No. 1 (Kohat) Mountain Battery, No. 2 Com pan. 
Sappers and Miners, and 200 inen of the 12th and awing ot the 43c 
Bengal Native Man try, the whole under the command of Brigadier 
General R. S, Hill, Diju Mukh, on the frontier, was the rendezvous 
but before the arrival of all the troops an advance column 0! th 
43rd Native Infantry and police marched (17th December) into lb 
hills. A night attack was made on this detachment on the 23rd, will 
the result that two men were killed and seven wounded. Three tfayr 
later, on arrival at the Tonga river, the passage was found 10 b^ 
opposed by the enemy in considerable force, and it was decided 
to concentrate the whole column before pushing on* Accordingly it 
was not until the 8th January that the passage of the river was effected, 
in the face of considerable opposition from strong stockades on the 
opposite bank, but as the only weapons of the enemy were bowr 
and arrows, the casualties were not many* The Akhas, finding their 
position forced, fled into the hills in all directions and offered no 
further resistance, and the objects of the expedition having been 
attained, the column returned to British territory by the 23rd January. , 
Our losses during the expedition were four killed and nine wounded. : 

In ihe autumn of 1884 a small affair disturbed the tranquillity 
of the North-West Frontier. During the preceding eighteen months 
the tribes inhabiting the Zhob and Bori valleys had been guilty ot 
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rn/.he neighbourhood of the Harnai pass, and it at* 
became necessary to send a punitive expedition against them, 
e expeditionary force, which mi wed forward from 1 haLCkotiali 
October* and was under the command of Major-General Sir G. V* 
nner, k.c.b., was composed of two mountain ban cries, one squadron 
di of the loth Bengal Lancers, the 5th Punjab Cavalry, and the isi 
mhay Lancers; a wing of the 1st Battalion, Worcestershire Regi- 
mt (29th Foot); a wing of the 1st Battalion, North Lancashire 
si ment (47th Foot); the 2nd Battalion, North Staffordshire Rogi- 
snt (98th b oot) ; two companies of the Bengal Sappers and Miners; 1 
1st and 45th Bengal Native Infantry; the *ih Punjab Infantry; the , 
d Bombay Infantry (Grenadiers), and a detachment of the ts>t Madras I 
fantry (Pioneers), Advanced detachments were sent on into the j 
>n valley early in October, and on the 13th of that month the Political ■ 
vent, Sir Robert Sandeman, held a durbar of chiefs at the entrance 
*the valley, at which the submission of all except the Mena Khel t 
11 mi, and 2 hob tribes, was received. A standing camp having been 
rmed ai Dulah a forward movement was made on the 18th against 
ie fort of the chief Shah Jahan, which was occupied on the 21st. A 
inhering of the tribesmen was shortly after discovered at DaulaUai, 
n the hills north of Shah Jahan 1 s fort and Sir Oriel Tanner moved 
p to attack them on the 24th; the enemy, who were badly armed, 
almost entirely without fire-arms, were quickly driven from their 
icnithm with a loss of about fifty killed and several prisoners, the 
asualties on our side being only five wounded, including two native 
pfficcrs,—all of the 4th Punjab Infantry. During the next few days 
cverat villages were destroyed ; but the recalcitrant tribes having ( 
jow tendered their submission hostilities ceased, and about the last 
*eek in November the force was withdrawn. 

Early in 1885 it became necessary to despatch another expedition 
0 Egypt, to co-operate with the British force at Suakin, Orders on 
he subject were issued in G. G. O. dated the 14th February 1885, 

3v which Major-General J, Hudson was appointed to command the 
Indian, troops, A special scale of pay was laid down for native 
ranks whilst in receipt of Government rations, and the supply of 
grain arid forage for horses was also undertaken by Government. 
The corps detailed were the 9th Bengal Cavalry (equipped as 
lancets), the 15th and the 17th Bengal Hfatitry,* and the 28th: 



The Sualdrt 
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■ By an order of Government in the Military Department the designations 
of all regiments of Native Infantry were altered from the rst January, iSSj, by the 
elimination of the word <f Native/' These regiments became, therefore, from that 
date, 44 Bengal Infantry/ 1 “ Madras Infantry ” and "Bombay Infantry.'*—?, 
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Bombay Infantry, The first detachment embarked at Bombay 
the 2 ml February, and by the 14th of March the whole editing t 
was landed at Suakin, 


The fij^t At 
Tnfrek, 
March tir'd 




For the first few days but little active work was done outside 
camp, but the farce was subject to the annoyance of continual ni; 
a tacks, in which several sentries were killed or wounded. On 
19th a reconnaissance was made by the Cavalry Brigade, support i 
by the Indian Contingent, through dense bush and difficult count 
in the direction of H&shjn ; the enemy were not seen in any strong , 
though a few shots were exchanged at long ranges. On the folio 
ing day a strong force moved on*. of Suakin with the object of esia 
fishing a zariba at Hashin; it consisted of the Guards, the 21 : 
Brigade, the Cavalry Brigade, the Indian Contingent, three batten 
of artillery, and some engineers. As the force advanced a continue 
skirmishing fire was kept up by Arabs concealed in the bush, ar 
the hill on which it was proposed to construct the look-out post wr 
not carried without considerable opposition and loss,—the 9th Bong 
Cavalry/ in a conflict in the bush, having had twelve (including Re; 
saidar Shihdeo Singh) killed and fifteen (including Major Robertson 
wounded* At length the zariba having been established, tbeforc 
retired, reaching Suakin the same evening. 

On Sunday, the 22nd March, at 7 a.k., the Indian Contingen j 
infantry, with the rat Battalion of the Berkshire Regiment (49U 
Foot), some sappers, two squadrons of the 51b (Royal Irish - Lancer: 
and one of the 9 th Bengal Cavalry, the whole under the comma in 
of Major-General Sir J. C. M’Neill, marched from Suakin to fori 
a zariba eight miles south-west of the town. At 11 a.m only six mile, 1 
had been covered, but it wns determined to halt and commence the 
rnriha at ft place called Tofrek. At 2-40 p,h., when the sappers and 
the Berkshue Regiment were cutting down the thick bush round the 
zariba, the cavalry scouts and working parties were suddenly driven 
in by a furious rush of a large force of Arabs, The unfinished 
zariba was defended on the west by the 15th Bengal Infantry* on 
the south by the 17th Bengal Infantry, and on the north by the 28th , L 
Bombay Infantry; the main attack came from the south-west, and 
so impetuous was the charge that the southern face of the square, 
which had been thrown into disorder by the cavalry picquets gallop* 
mg in on the front, was broken through* and the enemy rushed into 
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ritre in great numbers, causing great confusion amongst the 
baggage animals, and inflicting considerable loss on the 17th Bengal 
Infantry and the followers* On the first alarm the Berkshire Regi¬ 
ment hastened to stand to their arms and open fire, and in the mean¬ 
time the 15th Bengal Infantry sustained the brunt of the attack 
on the west face wi tbout flinching, and by their steadiness and 
gallantry did much towards preserving the whole force from disaster. 
The enemy was at length driven off at 3-50 p.m*, after having suffered 
terrible loss, and the stride having been completed and garrisoned 
by the 15th and 17th Bengal Infantry, the remainder of the force 
returned to Suakin, The casualties amounted to seventy killed, 
one hundred and thirty-three wounded and thirty missing, the loss 
of the Bengal troops being Major Von Beverhoudt, 17th Bengal Infan¬ 
try, and twenty-nine men killed, and forty-five (including Lieutenant 
Drury, 17th Bengal Infantry) wounded* 


Throughout the rest of March the troops at Suakin were con¬ 
stantly employed on escort or convoy duty between that place and Lhe 
various sariias in the surrounding country, but no fighting took place 
beyond occasional long range tiring in the bush ; in fact, it appeared 
that the enemy's power was broken by his losses on the 22 nd March * 
On the 31st Of March a cavalry reconnaissance reported Tamai to be 
held in strength by the Arabs ; and accordingly two days later a force 
marched in that direction* 7.200 strong* and including 1,585 men of 
the Indian Contingent* Passing through Tgfrck, Tesselah hill was 
reached in the afternoon without any opposition being met with* and 
the force bivouacked there that night* On the 3rd April the column 
advanced to Tamai, and hiring burned all the huts there, whilst the 
enemy kept up a skirmishing fire from the bush, the return march to 
Tofrck was effected without incident. The next day the column 
return to Suakin* 


Uneventful convoy duties were performed by the whole gar¬ 
rison through the month of April* On the 2nd May Lord Wolseley 
arrived at Suakin, and four days later a combined attack from Suakin 
and Otao was made on the enemy's position at ThakuJ, eighteen miles 
west of the former place, and ten miles south of Otao. The Suakin 
column consisted of the 91b Bengal Cavalry, some mounted infantry, 
and the Came! Corps ; that from Otao included a company of mourned 
infantry, the 1 5thBengal Infantry, and some native scouts* The enemy 
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The Third 
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iSfy. 


, were J aken completely by surprise, and were driven with considerable 
loss from their camp, which was destroyed. The casualties on our 
side %vere only three wounded. 

The active operations of the campaign soon after came to a con¬ 
clusion, but the 15th and 17th Bengal Infantry and one squadron 
of the 9th Bengal Cavalry were retained in garrison at Suakin, and 
did not return to India until November, 

The Egyptian medal of 1882, with clasp inscribed “Soakist, 
1885/' was granted to all troops who took part in the operations in 
Egypt between the 26th March 1884* and the 14th May 1885* together 
with a special clasp for the battle of Tofrek (G, G. G. No* 655 of 
1885), and by G* Q. No* 849 of 1887, the Khedive's bronze star was 
also granted to the troops employed at Sitakin, Authority %as after- 
wards given io the corps engaged to inscribe the words Soak in, 
rSSj/ 1 and u Tovrek, ,p on their colours and appointments (G* G, O t 
No. 47S of t$S 6 ). 

We come now to the Third Burmese War, 1885, which, with the 
subsequent operations of 1886-89, is remarkable not so much for 
the breadth or brilliancy of the military operations, as for the import¬ 
ance of its consequences, the number of troops employed, and the 
harassing and arduous nature of the duties entailed* 

The relations of the British Government with that of Mandalay had, 
ever since the accession of King Tbebaw in 1879, been m & strained and 
unsatisfactory condition, owing to the violation of treaties by the King, 
to act? of aggression on the British frontier, to outrages upon British 
subjects and injustice to British traders, a id to the intrigues of the 
King with a foreign European power with objects hostile to British 
interests* Remonstrances in connection with these matters were re¬ 
ceived with indifference and evoked nothing but insolence, the for¬ 
bearance exhibited by the British Government serving only to inflate 
the arrogance of which two disastrous wars and the loss of large tracts 
of territory had failed to cure the Burmese people. Misconstruing this 
forbearance. King Thebaw, in 1885, filled up the measure of Ins 
offences by arbitrarily imposing on a British trading company a fine 
of ruinous amount, and insolently refusing 10 submit the matter to 
impartial enquiry* Under these circumstances an ultimatum was 
addressed to the Court of Mandalay, and this being met with an 
evasive reply and by the simultaneous issue of an openly hostile pro¬ 
clamation* war became inevitable, was declared accordingly, and 
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orders issued (joth October, 1885) for the despatch of a Add force to 
Burma with all speed. 

The for cedetailed for this service was placed under the command 
of Major-General H. N. D. Trend ergast, c.b., y\c., and was composed 
of six batteries of artillery, six companies of sappers and miners, three 
regiments of British and seven of native infantry, and a navjtl brigade,— 
out of which the Bengal Army contributed No* 4 (Hazara) Mountain 
Battery, uvo companies of sappers and miners, and the 2nd and nth 
Bengal Infantry. 

The whole force arrived at Rangoon between the 5th and the 1 ith 
of November, and proceeded in a fleet of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Com¬ 
pany's steamers to Thyetmyo; thence art advance was made on the 
14th of November, and on the tallowing day the frontier was crossed. 
The small towns which were first reached, such as Sinbaungwe, etc., 
were occupied without any opposition, the whole strength of the 
Barman forces in the neighbourhood of the frontier being concentrated 
at the forts of Gwe-gyaung-Kamyo and Minhla, which face each 
other on opposite sides of the river. A simultaneous attack was 
made on these places on the morning of the 17th November* It was 
expected that Gwe-gyaung-Karayo, on the left bank, which was 
much the stronger position of the two, would be resolutely held; but 
on the approach of our troops the garrison van off after a faint 
resistance, and the position was captured with a loss on our side of 
only two men wounded. 

The brigade employed on the opposite sideef the river, consisting 
Of the 2nd and 1 ith Bengal Infantry and the 12th Madras Infantry, 
had a more arduous task to perform, and encountered considerable 
opposition in the attack on the village and fort of Minhla. The 
former was a place of some size, stretching along the river bank south 
of the fort, and surrounded by a bamboo stockade; the latter was a 
square stone structure, its waifs about twenty-five feet in height, 
entered on the side facing the river by a narrow arch, and having 
on the west a double ramp, which approached the ramparts with a 
slope of about 25 0 , The troops for the attack were landed at Malun, a 
large village four miles down the river, and on approaching the village 
of Minhla the advance was received by a smart fire from the enemy, 
who were concealed in thick jungle* The nth Bengal Infantry, how¬ 
ever, pushed on rapidly, and, supported by the 2nd, quickly carried 
he stockade and entered the village. The attack was now directed 
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against the house of the Woon, which was within a further stockaded 
enclosure, and, in spite of a vigorous resistance, the Burmans were 
driven from point to point and the position carried. The fort alone 
remained, and it was approached by an encircling movement, the i ith 
Bengal Infantry making for the left or north side of the ramp, while 
the 2nd, extending to the right, cut off the line of retreat to the river, 
and at the same time advanced to the southern approach of the ramp. 
During the whole advance the troops were subjected to a heavy fire 
from the jungle round and from the fort, but, advancing steadily, the 
ramp was carried by a final rush from both sides, and the garrison, 
flying into the casemates of the fort or out of the east gate, offered 
no further resistance. The first to reach the ter re-plan at the top of 
ramp was Lieutenant Wilkinson, of the 12th Madras Infantry, who 
had joined the nth Bengal Infantry, and was closely followed by a 
large number of the latter regiment; as he reached the terrt-phin he 
stumbled, and, falling forward, was at once set upon by the enemy and 
severely wounded ; his life was only saved by the advance of tbe men 
of the 1 ith* In the day’s fighting the casualties amongst the officers 
were heavy, Lieutenant Dury, nth Bengal Infantry, being killed, ;ind 
four officers of the 12th Madras Infantry wounded; of the rank and 
file three were killed and twenty-three wounded. * 

With the fall of Minhla the opposition of the Buiman army to the 
British advance was almost at an end. Two Italians, who had led and 
trained the enemy's forces on the frontier, surrendered on the following 
day, and our further advance up the river met with no serious resist¬ 
ance. Pagan was evacuated after a few rounds had been fired : 
Myingyaa, where alone anything like a stand was made, was taken 
without loss 00 our side : Ava and So gain surrendered on the 
27th November without a shot being fired : and on the 28th Mandalay 
was reached, the palace occupied, and the king a prisoned On the 
29th Thebaw was sent down the river under escort, and later on he 
was deported to India. 

Intelligence having been received that the Chinese were massing 
troops on the frontier with a view to seizing Bhamo, Major-General 
Prendergast left Mandalay on the 1 8th December with a force of about 
a thousand men (which included the Hazara Mountain Battery end a 
company of Bengal sappers), and, proceeding up the Irrawaddy, 
occupied Bhamo on the 28th, without having encountered any 
opposition. 






BENGAL NATIVE ARMY, 


TTms ended the third war against the Alompra dynasty. The 
deportation of King Thebaw from Mandalay was followed by the 
annexation of Upper Burma; and throughout the remaining months 
of the cold weather of 1885-86, though there were repeated skirmishes 
with bands of insurgents, no military operations of any consequence 
took place, and it appeared that the country was likely in time to 
settle down quietly under its new rulers. But the seeds of future 
troubles had been sown when hundreds 01 Burmese soldiery, unused 
to any but an idle and self-indulgent life, had been allowed, on the 
disbandment of the king's army, to disperse armed over the country. 

As the spring drew on, dacoities and outrages became more and 
more frequent j pretenders to the throne and local leaders arose in 
every quarter, whose influence and boldness increased proportionately 
as they perceived the inadequacy of the British force then in Burma 
to cope with the difficulties of the situation. To deal with these 
increasing disorders considerable reinforcements were sent to Burma 
during the winter and the succeeding spring, and amongst other corps 
the 7th Bengal Cavalry and the 26th, 27th, and 43rd Bengal Infantry 
were despatched thither on service. 

General Prendergast vacated the command on the 1st April 18S6, 
and was succeeded by Brigadier-Gen end G* S, White, v.c,, with the 
local rank of Major-General, Throughout the summer actions of 
various degrees of importance with bands of insurgents and dacoits 
were frequent in every district, Tn the neighbourhood of Pagan, 
Myingyan, and Meiktila, the 11th Bengal Infantry and detachments 
of the Sappers were continually engaged around the many posts 
which were established in the districts,—one officer, lieutenant 
Fortes, of the former corps, being killed while on convoy duty 
between Meiktila and Hlaingdet on the 21st April, on which occasion 
also seven sepoya were wounded. 

In the Bhamo district, at the same time, an expedition was de¬ 
spatched against Katran, close to the Chinese frontier, the stronghold 
of the PhonKan Tsawbwa, in which the 26th Bengal Infantry and the 
Hazara Mountain Battery took part. Katrnn, a position of consider¬ 
able strength, was captured after some resistance with a loss of nine 
wounded, but the force was obliged to retire immediately owing to 
the deficiency of supplies. Another expedition inarched to Katran 
in the following month, on which occasion no resistance was met 
with. 
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During the summer a small force, which included detachments of 
the 4th, 42nd, and 44th Bengal Infantry, advanced from Manipur, and, 
after some lighting, occupied" Tamnm, in the Kubo Valley. Several 
skirmishes took place in that neighbourhood during the summer and 
autumn, and eventually the enemy were driven completely out of the 
Kubo Valley. 

• But the most important operations of this period were in the Minbu 
district, where the 2nd Bengal Infantry were stationed. Sal in, a 
large walled town, six miles from the right bank of the Irrawaddy and 
about forty miles north of Minbu, was the centre of much distur¬ 
bance ; the place was threatened by a large force of dacoits early in 
June, and in an engagement outside the walls on the 12th of that 
month Captain Dunsford was killed. Six weeks later the dacoits, 
having gathered in still greater numbers, commenced a regular siege 
of the town, of which the walls were with difficulty manned bv the 
small garrison stationed there. All the ammunition was exhausted 
and the defenders in serious straits, when the place was relieved on 
the last day of July, In the western part of the district, the Deputy 
Commissioner, Mr. R. Phayre, was killed at Padaing, near Mag we, 
on the 8lh of June. This was followed bv the advance of a mixed 
column under Major Gordon, 2nd Bengal Infantry, from Minbu, 
which, on the 191I1 June, attacked and captured ’ Ngape, a large 
vtUage at the foot of the Aeng Pass over the Arakan Vo mas, thirtv- 
seven miles west of Minbu; our loss in the affair was six killed and 
twenty-five wounded. The climate of N’gape, however, was found 
to be so terribly unhealthy at that season of the year that it became 
necessary to abandon the place, and the garrison retired on the 
ist August. 


Towards the end of. the summer further reinforcements were 
despatched to Burma: the field force was divided into six brigades 
and one independent command ; and early in the autumn Sir 
j Hetberl Mac p her so n, Commander-in- Chief of Madras, assumed 
! comman ' J o£ the whole. On the ist October 1886 the following 
! were the Bengal troops serving in Burma :_ 


/tt the 1st Brigade^ 

7th Bengal Cavalry. 

Sappers ancf Miners* 

43rd Bengal fnfantiy (Gurkhas) 








In the 3rd Brigade— 

27th Bengal infantry. 


In the 4th Brigade— 

ntb Bengaliitfantryv 

In the 6th Brigade — 

2nd Bengal (Light) Infantry, 


In the C kind win Command-* 

18 th Bengal Infantry, 

These were supplemented shortly after by the 3rd Gurkha Regi¬ 
ment and the 5th Bengal Infantry In the 1st Brigade, and by die 
island later by the mb Bengal Infantry in the 2nd Brigade. 

The plan of operations for the winter was to traverse the districts 
, apportioned lo these brigades with a succession of strong columns, 
supplemented by flying columns of cavalry and mounted infantry; 
the end in every case being the capture or destruction of the local 
chiefs who everywhere headed the dacoit bands. Before the opera¬ 
tions commenced, the field force and the whole Indian army suffered 
a sudden and severe loss in the death of Sir Herbert Macpbersou, 
who died of fever on the z6ih October 18S6, near Frome, In con¬ 
sequence of this misfortune, Sir Frederick Roberts, then Commander- 
in- Chief m India, at the special request of the Government of India, 
transferred his bead-quarters to Burma,and assumed the command of 
the troops there. 

The following is a brief summary of the principal events of the 
ne*i twelve months in which Bengal troops were engaged :— 

A column composed of the 3rd Gurkha Regiment, a detachment 
of Bengal sappers, and some Madras infantry, under Colonel 
Stedman of the first-mentioned corps, marched for the hills east of 
Mandalay at the end of October, and on the 26th of that month 
some slight skirmishing took place, in which one man was killed 
and three wounded. The column continued its movements in the 
hills for some time, during which a few umtnpnrtant skirmishes 
occurred. On the 2ctb November Captain Pulley, with a detachment 
of the 3rd Gurkha Regiment, marched from Lamaing, and on the 
25th attacked and captured a strong position at Zibyubin, where 
he himself and six men were wounded. Throughout December the 
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I pursuit of the dacoit leader Hla-u was prosecuted with vigour by 
\ the 7th Bengal Cavalry, In March a mixed column, including 
some of the zyth Bengal Infantry, attacked and carried the stockaded 
| position of Hmawamg, 

In the Second Brigade a mixed force, under Brigadier-General 
' Cox, consisting of detachments of the 7th Bengal Cavalry, he Hazara 
! Mountain Battery. Bengal Sappers, Royal Welsh Fusiliers (a 3rd 
Foot), and 26th Bengal Infantry, marched to Wuntho, where a column 
from Shwebo co-operated; the latter was composed of detachments of 
; artillery, of British infantry, and of ihe 1st and 12th Bengal Infantry, 
No resistance was met with, and the inhabitants of Wuntho were dis* 

! armed. 

Considerable activity was exhibited in the districts of the Third 
I Brigade during this winter, most of the operations being prosecuted 
i by Bombay troops. In January a column assembled at Hlaingdet, 
j under Colonel Stedman, consisting of artillery, some of the Hamp¬ 
shire Regiment (67th Foot), and the 3rd Gurkha Regiment from the 
1 First Brigade ; this force marched into the Shan States, where little 
opposition was experienced and no fighting took place. 

In the Fourth Brigade Captain Rose commanded a mixed column 
, which included a detachment of the 27th Bengal Infantry, This 
1 marched in December 1S86 from Wandwin against Hmawaing: 

; several days of jungle fighting took place before the objective 
! was reached J Hmawaing was destroyed and the column then retire d, 

; its operations having made an excellent impression in the district* 

The chief operation in the Fifth Brigade was the Ruby Mines ex¬ 
pedition, which was organised in December and marched on the 
19th of that month from Sagadating under Brigadier-General Stewart* 
It consisted of four guns, no Bengal sappers, 96 of the King’s Own 
South Yorkshire Light Infantry (51st Foot), and 393 of the 13rd 
Bengal Infantry, Occasional slight skirmishes took place, but on 
the whole but little resistance was experienced* 

The operations of the Sixth Brigade were directed entirely against 
the two dacoit leaders. Boh Shwe and Oktama, A strong column 
ad vanced from Minbu under Brigadier-Genera! Low earl) in Decem¬ 
ber, composed of detachments of artillery and Madras cavalry, the 
1st Battalion of the Rifle Brigade, ihe end Bengal Infantry, the 3rd 
Hyderabad Infantry, and some mounted infantry. Little was seen of 
J the enemy ami! Paeng, al the foot of the Aiakan range, was reached. 
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wHcr* a stormish took place, in which one man was killed and seve* 
wounded. Moveable columns were now formed, which patrolled the 
country, without, however, meeting many of the enemy. At the 
same time a column, which included some of the nth Bengal 
Infantry, marched from Mitchi into the Pauk country, where a 
skirmish took place on the 5th January, in which one man was killed 



and five wounded* . 

On the Chindwin river the clacoit gangs were very active during l 
the winter. On the iorh October some of the 38th Bengal Infantry I 
had a smart skirmish on TSwng-talon bill, in which tlixee men were 
wounded. On the 19th of the same month Captain Sage, with a detach¬ 
ment of the 18th Bengal Infantry, some Bombay infantry, and Military 
Ponce, attacked and carried adacoit position at Chaufctat, with a loss 
of one killed and. one wounded. On the 28th October the Assistant 
Commissioner of the district, Mr. Gleeson, was killed at Yu, and his 
escort of twenty men of the 18th Bengal Infantry were hard pressed; 
iheir defence, however, was so steady that they succeeded in beating 
oft their assailants and carrying away Mr. Gkeson's body lo Tamiwin. 
Their loss was one billed and five wounded. On the 7th November a 
column, under Lieutenant L. C. Fryer, of the iSib Bengal Infantry, 
and some Madras infantry, attacked an entrenched position at 
Myogyi, from which they expelled the enemy with considerable loss. 
The casualties were three killed, and Lieutenant Fryer and two 
men wounded. 

In the spring of 1887 Major-General White succeeded Sir Frederick 
Roberts in the command of the field force, which, on the 1st April 
was reorganised,—the Fifth Brigade being amalgamated with the 
Second, and the Sixth with the Fourth, Several corps were relieved 
and returned to India, while the force which remained continued the 
work of settling the country by the operation cf numerous small and 
rapidly moving columns. 

Many engagements of more or less importance took place during 
the summer and autumn, in the course of which most of the dacoit 
leaders were either killed or captured. Of the skirmishes in which 
the Bengal troops were engaged, and with which alone we are now 
concerned, only three were of much consequence* In one, on the 5th 
June, detachments of mounted infantry and of the 5th Bengal Light 
Infantry, under Lieutenant Cyppage, attacked a strong position at 
Tatmgnm, near Fyumbwin* and lost Lieutenant Darrah, Assistant 
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Commissioner, and one man killed, and four men wounded. Four 
days later another detachment of the 5th had a smart skirmish in the 
capture of the stockaded position of Mangon, in the Second Brigade 
district: and on the nth July detachments of the Royal Munster 
Fusiliers (104th Foot) and 5th and loth Bengal Infantry attacked 
and carried Mezadaung hill, in the First Brigade district, with a loss 
of one killed and four wounded. 

During the autumn of 1887 and the spring of 1888 detachments of 
the ;th Bengal Cavalry and of the 1st, 5th, rath, and 33rd Bengal In¬ 
fantry were frequently engaged in skirmishes with bands of dacoits in 
various pans of the country, while portions of No. x Bengal Mountain 
Battery and of the 12th Bengal Infantry were employed in operations 
against the Kachins in the Mogoung district, but though these ser¬ 
vices were harassing and some losses were sustained, no action took 
place deserving of special mention. 

The operations carried out and the defeat and dispersion of dacoit 
bands wherever met with had the effect by the spring of 1888 of 
restoring order to a very great extent throughout the newly acquired 
territory, and it was found practicable then to make a considerable re¬ 
duction in the forces in the country and to redistribute those that 
were retained. On the iSt of May the troops in Burma (the whole 
under the command of Major-General Sir George S. White) were 
re-arranged in three brigades (with head-quarters at Mandalay 
Myingyart, and Meiktila respectively) and four commands (designated 
respectively the Bhamo, Ruby Mines, Chindwin, and Shwebo com¬ 
mands), the Bengal troops remaining in the country being distributed 
as follows 


1 st Brigades No* 1 Bengal Mountain Battery, and half of the 4213d Bengal 
Infantry, 

2 nd Brigedt.—WtLtt of the 10th and the whole of the 33rd Bengal Infantry, 

Bhamo C<iTtt?nami,^N® 9 2 Bengal Mountain Battery and the 12th Bengal 
Infantry. 

Minis Command ,—Half of the 42nd Bengal Infantry. 

ChinH-oiin Command *—Half of the loth Bengal Infantry. 

Later on in the year the Bengal troops in Burma were increased 
by the despatch thither of the 17th and 44th Bengal Infantry, 

By G. G. 0 . No. 434 of 1887 the India medal, with a special clasp 
inscribed “ Burma, 18S5-87, * was granted to all the troops employed 
between the declaration of war and the 30th April 1887, and in 1S91 
G* G. 0 . No. 64 authorised the words ** Burma, 1885-87/' being 
borne on the colours of all regiments so employed. 
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Though the summer of 1888 brought with it no absolute cessation 

of military movements in Burma and on its frontiers, it will be con- 
vement at this point to leave that parr of the country for a while, and 
turn to some events of importance which were in progress elsewhere, 

‘ At the end of 1887 the infringement of the treaty of 1861 by the 
Sikkim Rajah, and the establishment of a force of Tibetans at the 
fort of Lingtu, rendered military measures in that quarter necessary, 
and early in 18SS a small force was concentrated on the Sikkim 
frontier for that purpose* It consisted of four guns of No, 9 Battery, 
1st Brigade, Northern Division, Royal Artillery, zoo of the and Bat¬ 
talion, Derbyshire Regiment (95th Foot), a wing of the 13th Bengal 
Infantry, and the 32nd Bengal Infantry (Pioneers), the whole under 
the command of Colonel T. Graham, Royal Artillery, Half the 
force remained atPadong, while the remainder advanced on the 16th 
March, and on the 20th, having attacked and carried a stockaded 
position at Jdaktso, near Liugtu, and a stone breastwork above, 
advanced towards the main position of the Tibetans. On the 21st the 
fori of Lingtu was occupied without resistance. The casualties in the 
two days were one officer and four men slightly wounded. 

Early in April an entrenched camp was established at Gnathong, 
and here, on the 22nd of May, the garrison was attacked by the 
Tibetans in considerable force. The enemy were by no means 
wanting in courage, but the worthlessness of their weapons rendered 
their assault comparatively harmless, and they were beaten off with 
considerable loss; the casualties on our side were three killed and 
eight wounded. 

In the middle of June the artillery and the detachment of the 
Derbyshire Regiment were withdrawn from Gnathong to jalapahar ; 
but hardly a month had elapsed before the increasing numbers of 
Tibetans in the jatep pass compelled Colonel Graham to ask for re¬ 
inforcements ; and by the end of August his force at Gnathong 
amounted to 1,700 men, composed of four guns, 386 of the Derby* 
shire Regiment, the 32nd Bengal infantry, and 514 of the 2nd Bat¬ 
talion of the 1st Gurkha Regiment. 

Three weeks passed in comparative inaction, during which the 
Tibetans were adding to their numbers and strengthening their 
position in the Jalep pass. At length Graham assumed the offensive, 
and on the 24th of September attacked and captured the Tibetan 
advanced position, drove the enemy over die Him la pass, advanced 
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against and captured the Jalep pass after a feeble resistance, and, 
j having crossed the pass on the 25 th p advanced as far as Chambi, 
which place he reached on the 26th, The enemy being completely 
beaten and disorganised, the force returned to Gnathong, where it 
. arrived on the 28th. 1 he casualties in these operations were only two 

officers and three men wounded. 

Concurrently with Graham's advance against the Tibetan position 
in the Jalep pass a detachment of 150 of the 13th Bengal Infantry was 
sent from Badoag to occupy Gantok, and on the 30th a pari of ihis 
detachment advanced as far asTumloftg, the capital of Sikkim; both 
there and on the road these troops were met with cordiality by the in* 
habitants. The detachment returned to Gant ok on the 5 th October, 

Active military operations were now at an end* and, while political 
arrangements were in progress of settlement the troops were em* 
ployed in opening out and improving the roads on both sides of the 
libel frontier. J he Derbyshire Regiment and the artillery were sent 
back to India before the winter set in, but it was not until October in 
the following year that the remaining corps were withdrawn from 
Sikkim. 


The India medal, with a special clasp inscribed "Sikkih, 1888/' 
was granted by G* G, 0 , No, 431 of 1889 to the troops employed in 
these operations. 

The increasing unruliness of the tribes of the Black Mountain, 
Hazara, culminating (i8th June, 1888) in an attack on a party of the 
5lh Gurkha Regiment, in which Major Battye of that regiment and 
Captain Urmston, 6th Punjab Infantry, were killed, resulted in the 
despatch against them, in the autumn of 1888, of a punitive expedition 
of considerable strength, under the command of Brigadier-General 
J, W* HcQueen. The force detailed for this service was organised in 
two brigades* commanded, respectively, by Brigadier*Generak Chan- 
ner and Galbraith, and each brigade was formed into two columns, 
of which the composition was as follows t ?— 


First Column t 

Colonel J* M. Sym, Commanding* 


Second Column. 

Colonel H. H,G T G* Haly, Commanding. 


Mo. 4 (Hiiara) Mountain Battery* 
T\v*y Gatling guns. 

Half oi the 3fd Company of Sappers 
and Miners. 


2nd Battalion, Northumfcrland Fusiliers 
(Sth Foot). 

3rd Sikh Infantry, 

t$t Battalion, 5th Gurkha Regiment* 


No* 3 Battery, ist Brigade, South Irish 
Division, Royal ArtUlery (four guns), 
ist Battalion, Suffolk Raiment (13th 
Foot), 

A win# of the 34th Bengal Infantry 
(Pbneers f. 

40th Bengal Infantry. 

45th Bengal Infantry (Sikhs), 
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Third Column, 


LiVu ten ant-Col on* l M. S* J* Sunderland, 

Commanding. 

No. 3 Battery, ist Brigade, South IrLh 
Division, Royal Artillery (two guns). 
Half of the 3 rd Company of Sapper:; and 
Miners 

2nd Battalion, Royal Sussck Regiment 
( ;o;th Foot)* 

14th Bengal Infantry (Sikhs). 

24th Bengal Infantry. 


Fourth Column. > 

Colonel A. C- W* Crookshank* C.fl., 

Com man ding 

No. 3 Battery, 1st Brigade, Scottish 
Division, Royal Artillery, and some 
Gatling guns. 

2nd Battalion, Ruya.1 Irish Regiment 
(iSth Boot), 

29th Bengal Infantry* 

A wing of the 34th Bengal Infantry 
(Pioneers). 

4th Punjab Infantry. 


A field reserve, composed of the iglh Bengal Cavalry, the 2nd 
Battalion of the Seaforth Highlanders (78th Foot), and the 2nd Sikh 
Infantry, was also formed at Abbottabad, and a contingent of the 
troops of the Maharajah of Kashmir was afterwards added to it. 
The Khaibar Rifles subsequently joined the field force, and were 
attached to the Third Column. The First, Second and Third 
Columns assembled at Ughi, in the Agror valley, on the rat October; 
the Fourth concentrated at Darband on the Indus, 


The Fourth Column, under the command o£ Co lone' Crookshank 
and accompanied by Brigadier-General Galbraith, advanced from 
Darhand to Chamb on the 2nd October, and thence on the morning 
of the 4th towards Kotkai; they were met by parties of the enemy 
atShingrt, and in the firing which ensued Subadar-Major Chattar 
Singh, 34th Bengal Infantry, was mortally wounded. The column 
proceeding on to Kotkai found the tribesmen assembled in force near 
(hat place. The 34th Bengal Infantry and the 4th Punjab Infantry, 
who had covered the advance, having cleared the flanks, the guns 
came into action, and their fire was followed by a charge of the 
Royal Irish Regiment. At this moment one flank was exposed to 
an attack by a" large party of ghasis, mostly Hindustanis, who had 
concealed themselves in a ravine; these fanatics (about two hundred in 
number) made a desperate attempt to break our line, but their on- | 
slaught was met and in a moment repulsed by the Royal Irish and 
portions of the 29th and 34th Bengal Infantry, who promptly shot 
down or otherwise destroyed the whole gang, not a single man escape 1 
tng. By 3-30 p.M- the enemy were in full flight towards Kunhar, and 
an hour later Colonel Crookshank seized and occupied Kotkai. The 
British loss amounted to 4 killed and 12 wounded: amongst the 
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jatter were three British officers, one of whom, Captain Beley/ 
Assistant Quarter-Master-Genera!, died nexunoming of his wounds. 

On the following day a reconnaissance was made from Kotkai to¬ 
wards K unhat, in which Colonel Crookshank, commanding the 
column, received a severe wound, which afterwards necessitated am¬ 
putation of the leg, and, eventually, on the 24th of the month, caused 
his death* The command of tlie column devolved upon Colonel 
Beddy, who held it until the arrival 0 i Colonel Pratt ten days later. 
Several days were now spent in reconnaissances, during which some 
skirmishing took place, resulting in several casualties, and on the 13th 
General Galbraith crossed to the right bank of the Indus, and des¬ 
troyed the Hindustani fort ?nd self lenient at Maid an. The Fourth 
Column afterwards came into communication with the Third, hut 
nothing of any importance occurred, and not a shot was tired after the 
destruction of Mai dan. 

The other three columns, moving up the Black Mountain from the 
Agror valley, also began their operations on the 4th October. The 
First Column, advancing to Mana-ka-dana and Chittabat, met with 
little opposition beyond a few stray shots, mostly directed against 
working parties; the Second advanced up the Barch&r spur without 
meeting any opposition, whilst the Third moved up the Samhalbat 
and Chatta spurs, On the 5th the summit of the Black Mountain was 
reached. The advance was then continued towards Seri, skirmishing 
occurring each day with scattered parties of tribesmen. Seri was 
taken and destroyed on the 9th, arid other villages of the hostile tribes¬ 
men suffered the same fate on subsequent days* On the 13th Octo¬ 
ber the Third Column reached Kunhar,and came into com muni- 
cation with the Fourth, 

The result of these operations, and of the punitive measures 
adopted, was that on the 19th October the Akazais tendered their 
submission, their example being followed on the 30th by the Has- 
sanzais. 

The efforts of General McQueen were now turned to coercing into 
submission the Parian Saiads and TUtariwals, coupled with a demon¬ 
stration against Thakotand the Allai country. In these operations the 
First Column was employed, reinforced by a wine; of the 34th Bengal 
Infantry and assisted by a FiEth Column composed of two guns, two 
Gatlings, a wing each of the Se&forth Highlanders and 40th Bengal 
Infantry, and the Khaibar Rifles, 
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Tire Parian Saiad country was entered on the 34th October without, 
much opposition having been experienced. On the zSih a lightly 

equipped force, selected from the First and Fifth Columns, was 
pushed on to the village of Thakot; only a few shots were fired 
from a distance at the troops and the detachment soon afterwards 
returned to the head-quarters of the force. On the 1st November 
another detachment advanced into the Allai country by the Ghoraphor 
pass; and, after a feeble resistance, a strong position on the Chaila 
ridge was captured with a loss of one killed and one wounded ; 
part of the force penetrated to Pokal on the 3rd, with a loss of one 
killed and four wounded. 

All the tribes no - tendered their submission and acceptance in 
full of the terms imposed upon them by Government. The objects of 
the expedition having thus been attained, the troops withdrew into 

British territory, and the field force was broken up. 

The loss of the force during the operations amounted to 20 kihed 
and 57 wounded, among the latter being five British officers, two of 

whom died of their wounds. , „ „ 0De „ 

The India medal, with a clasp inscribed Hazara, 1888, was, 
bv G G O. No. 413 of 1880. granted to all troops engaged. 

' The cold season of iSSS-H wimesseda renewal of field operations 
in the newly-acquircd province of Upper Burma. The country 
was, indeed, internally quiet, and the results of the three years 
occupation were satisfactory beyond the hopes of the most 
sanguine, but the wild tribes of the frontiers, unsettled by the 
change of government and by the temporary prevalence of lawless¬ 
ness amongst their Burmese neighbours, began to encroach on 
our now comparatively peaceful subjects, and necessitate a re course 
to hostilities.- At the commencement of the cold weather accordingly 
a plan was drawn up for operations in the Chin country, and m the 
Mogoung, Eastern Kirenni, Ruby Mines, and Bhamo districts 

The most important operations were those m the Chin country. 
The tribes of the Chin hills had been incessant in their depredations 
throughout the summer of 1888. and in September two columns 
moved up to the outskirts of their country, one by way of Pauk, 
the other by Kalewa. and occupied Thilin, Gangaw, Kan, Sihaung, 
Kan bale and Indin. The raids, however, continued; in Decem¬ 
ber attacks were made on a working party of the 42nd Bengal In¬ 
fantry near Kanbale, and on the posts of the same regiment at 1 
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Sihaung and Kangvi, and in January i88q the posts at Kan and 
Cangaw (where detachments of the xotfa, 33rd, and 44th Bengal In¬ 
fantry were engaged) were also assailed. At length a force under 
Brigadier-General Fmmce, which included two guns of No, r Bengal 
Mountain Battery and 250 of the 42nd Bengal Infantry, moved into 
the Chin country, anti on the 5th February, after a good deal of 
desultory skirmishing, occupied Tokhlaing (afterwards named Fort 
White), where head-quarters were established. Thence General 
Faunce detached a column, winch included 75 of the 42nd and ioo 
of the 44th Bengal Infantry (which had also joined the force), with 
two guns, to operate against the Kanhau Chins, upon whom, between 
the 8th and the 20th March, severe punishment was inflicted, almost 
all their villages having, after considerable skirmishing, been destroyed. 
Later, on the 4th May, a detachment, including 60 of the 42nd, 
was sent against the Siyin Chin village of Tartan. Here the enemy 
were strongly posted behind stockades, and offered such a determined 
resistance that the attacking force was compelled to retire with a loss 
of one officer and three men killed, and two officers and eight men 
wounded. This however was the only contretemps of the operations, 
which were 00 the whole eminently successful. Our losses from 
first to last amounted to two officers and 24 men killed, and six officers 
and 49 men wounded, of which the Bengal share was nine men 
killed and twenty-seven wounded. 

In January’ 1889, an expedition was despatched from Mogoung for 
the punishment of the Lepei Kachins. This was practically a police 
expedition, but two guns of No, 2 Bengal Mountain Battery and 
a small detachment of the 1st Battalion, Hampshire Regiment (37th 
Foot) were attached to the police levy during the operations. Thama, 
the chief village of. the Lepeis, was taken after a smart skirmish 
on the 19th February, and Wawang on the 21st, and early in 
March the force returned to Mogoung, On the 13th March a column 
was despatched against the Ithi tribe, and on the 1st April against 
the Sana Kachins, and a detachment was also employed against the 
Hkgyoman dacoils; in all these operations No. 2 Bengal Mountain 
Battery took part. The losses sustained during these operations 
were only one killed and twenty-four wounded, but of the latter no 
less than six were British officers, one of whom (Lieutenant Hawker, 
Hampshire Regiment) died of his wounds. 
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guns of No. i Bengal Mountain Battery took part in the 
operations of the Northern Column, under Brigadier-General H. 
Collett, which marched from Fort Steelman against the Eastern 
Karenin on the 29th December, 1S88; and which, after some smart 
fighting near Lwekaw (coating us five killed and eleven wounded), 
occupied Sawlon on the 8th January, 1889. 

In the Ruby Mines district a rising took place m January 1889, 
a body of eight hundred rebels threatening the town of Moineit- 
Several skirmishes took place, in one of which an officer of the Hamp¬ 
shire Regiment (37th Foot) was killed. On the 24th March a column 
under the command of Major Gar fit, Hampshire Regiment, in which two 
guns of No, 1 Bengal Mountain Battery were included, was de¬ 
spatched from Momeit to visit the insurgent stronghold at Binbaung, 
which was taken on the 30th after some resistance. The column 
returned to Momdt on the 10th April. In February 1889, a small 
force, under the command of Captain E. A. Smith, Royal Artillery, 
composed of a detachment of the Hampshire Regiment (37th Foot), 
two guns of No. 2 Bengal Mountain Battery, and 150 of the 17EI1 Bengal 
Infantry, was despatched from Bhamo against a body of rebels who 
had taken up a position at Malm in the Sinkan valley, where they had 
repulsed a party of police. The enemy were encountered at that 
place on the 7th and their stronghold captured, but not without a 
sharp engagement, in which a loss of five killed and eighteen wounded 
was sustained, including Second-Lieutenant Stoddart and two men 
of the 17th Bengal Infantry killed, and ten men of the same regiment 
wounded. In the following month a detachment under the command 
of Major Spencer, 1 yth Bengal Infantry, twice defeated bodies of 
rebels in the neighbourhood of Mansi. 

In April, 18S9, a force, under the command of Brigadier-General 
Wolseley, was despatched from Bhamo to operate agajnst the Paukan 
Sachins, The force operated in two columns, of which the northern 
column was under the command of Captain E. A. Smith, Royal 
Artillery, and the southern under that of Major St, Paul of the Rifle 
Brigade, In these columns were included four guns of No. 2 Bengal 
Mountain Battery, and 150 of the 17th and 100 of the 42nd 
Bengal Infantry, Little opposition was encountered by either column, 
and only the northern column sustained any loss,—Captain Smith 
and six men having been wounded, of the latter of wham two 
died. 
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On the rst April 1889 the commands In Burma were redislffoiued ^ 
and the force further reduced, Major-General B. L, Gordon suc¬ 
ceeding Sir George White in the chief command. Upper Burma was 
now divided into two districts*—tliat of Mandalay, including the 
Bhamo, Ruby Mines *md Shwebo commands, in which were Nos. 1 
and 2 Bengal Mountain Batteries and the 17th Bengal infantry; and 
that of Myingyan* including the Chin Field Force* with vvhich were J 
employed the ioth t 33rd, and 42 nd Bengal Infantry, 

The grant of the India medal* with a clasp for Burma* originally | 
limited to operations up to the 30th April 1887* was by G. G. U. 
No. 31 of 1890 extended to all who had served in the country up to 
the 31 st March, 1889, and an additional clasp was granted to Lhose 
who were already in possession of the previous one* 

In the cold weather of 18SS-S9 ^ was decided to despatch, from 
the Chittagong side, an expeditionary force into the Lushai country, 
with the combined object of inflicting punishment for past raids* in 
one of which a British officer employed in surveying had been 
murdered* and of opening out the country and establishing frontier 
posts. The command was given to Colonel V. W. Tregear, and the 
troops employed were, besides Madras and Bombay detachments* 

% 50 men each of the and and 9th Bengal Infantry and a wing of 
the z-snd Gurkha Regiment. These troops were all assembled at 
Demagiri by the middle of February* 1889, and in the following 
month the Shendu country was visited, and the village of Howsata# 
the chief concerned in the murder of the British officer, taken and j 
destroyed. The operations lasted until the middle of April* when the 
objects of the expedition having been fully attained* the if oops 
were withdrawn. The only obstacles encountered were those arising 
from the nature of the country. 

Notwithstanding the lessons taught to the wild tribes of the Chin 
hills during the winter of 1888-89, tlieir depredations by no means 
ceased throughout the following year. This fact, coupled with the 
advisability of thoroughly exploring and opening out the narrow 
strip of country which now alone divided British Burma from 
India, led to the undertaking, in the cold weather of 1889-90,0! 
military operations from Burma and Chittagong into the country of 
the Chins anti Lushais* The Burma force was commanded by 
Brigadier-General W. P. Symons, South Wales Border rs, and was 
divided into three portionsfirst, the Northern Column, which t 







BENGAL NATIVE ARMY. 



included a wing of the ioth, a detachment of the 3$th, nnd a wing 
of the 42nd Bengal Infantry, to operate from Fort White under the 
command of Colonel Skene; secondly,the Southern Column, with 
which were a detachment of No. 1 Bengal Mountain Battery and a 
wing of the 2*4th Gurkha Regiment, to advance from Kan into the 
B&ungshe Chin country under the command of Brigadier-General 
Symons himself; and thirdly, the garrisons on the lines of communi¬ 
cations. 


I he Northern Column advanced at the end of November, and by 
the dose of the year had succeeded in establishing several posts 
for the protection of the Burma frontier from Chin raids. During 
its operations it encountered considerable opposition from the 
Kanban and Siyin Chius, and several casualties occurred* 


1 he Southern Column, delayed by the extraordinary difficulties of 
the country which it had to traverse, took sixty-six days, instead of 
F twelve, as had been estimated, to reach Hakn, Throughout the opera¬ 
tions live opposition of the Chins was of a very faint character; the 
malarial fever of the thickly wooded valleys through which the troops 1 
moved was the most dangerous enemy met with, and from it ail the 
regiments engaged suffered very severely. 

In March 1890 a simultaneous advance of detachments was made 
from Fort White and from Haka into the Tashon Chin country, 
which, though elaborate preparations for resistance had been 
; made by the tribes, succeeded in reaching the Tashon Ywama, and 
1 establishing British influence without any actual fighting. The 
I remainder of the season was occupied by the Northern Column 
i in operations against the Siyins, and by the Southern in numerous 
; reconnaissances and explorations. 


The losses of the two columns during these operations amounted 
o two British officers and seven men killed, and nine men wounded- 
The force from Chittagong, under Brigadier-General V.W.Tregear, 
onsisted of a company of sappers, the 3rd Bengal Infantry, a 
etaehment of the 9th Bengal Infantry, the 2-znd Gurkha Regiment, 
nd a half battalion of the 2-4ih, and a Bombay corps, and was 
sstined to operate against the Chins, Lushais, Shemlus, and other 
ibes occupying the hill tracts lying between the Chittagong district 
nd the Chindwin and Kale valleys in Burma* It was divided into 
ro column*?, the Northern and the Haka. The former advanced 
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the Lushai country, enforced the surrender of prisoners, exacted 
satisfaction for raids in past years, and opened the country by the 
construction of roads* etc. The Haka Column was hindered beyond 
expectation by the same difficulties of country which so impeded the 
advance of the Southern Burma Column, and was unable to complete 
the western section of the mule road to Haka until the 13th April. 
Immediately afterwards, the season being far advanced, the troops 
were withdrawn, and the field force broken up. 

The India medal, with a special clasp inscribed “Cra-Ij 0 »HAb 
1889-90/' was, by G,G* 0 . No, 275 of 1891, granted to ail troops em¬ 
ployed in these operations between the 13th November, 1889, and the 
30th April, 1890- 

During the winter of 1889-90, two columns were despatched 
(from Bhamoand Motneik) to coerce the Tonh6n Kachins, who had 
been giving a good deal of trouble. In the Bhamo Column was 
included a part of the 17th Bengal Infantry, but having been left on 
the line of communications, this detachment was not prominently 
engaged in the operations, during which a good deal of fighting 
occurred, our losses during ibe expedition amounting to five killed 
and twenty (including two British officers) wounded. 

The year 1890 closed with an expedition on the North-West Fron¬ 
tier, undertaken with the double object of exploring the Zhob \ alley 
and of operating against the unruly sections of the Kidarzai Sheiani 
tribe. The only Bengal troops comprised in the Zhob * alley force, 
which was commanded by Major-General Sir George A hite, were 
the iSth Bengal Lancers; but a force which moved from the 
Deraj at under Colonel A. G, Ross, and co-operated from the east, 
included detachments of No, 1 (Kohat)and No. 7 (Bengal) Moun¬ 
tain Batteries, and of the TSt and 3rd Punjab Cavalry, half batta¬ 
lions of the 1st and 2nd Sikh Infant^ and the whole of the 2nd 
Punjab Infantry. The operations entailed exertions and exposure 
of an exceptional kind, but little opposition was encountered from 
the tribesmen, and the work of the force terminated on the 3rd 
December, 1890, 

The years under review are remarkable for many changes, as 
well in the strength as in the interior economy and conditions 01 
service of the Indian Army. The period opens with considerable 
reductions. In 1882 (G. G, O. No, 210) the strength of the Bengal 
Army was reduced by three regiments of cavalry and six of infantry, 
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the|s#gj5igth of corps retained being at the same time fixed at three 
squadrons, with a total strength of 550 of all ranks, for cavalry, and 
at eight companies, with a total strength of 832 of all ranks, for 
infantry. The three Assam regiments,-—the 42nd, 43rd, and 44th 
Bengal Infantry,—and subsequently the five Gurkha regiments, were, 
however, specially allowed to retain a total strength of 913 of all 
ranks- The number of British officers with every corps was at the 
same lime increased by one, making a total of eight. The regiments 
selected for diEbandm^y^were the 16tb and 17th Bengal Cavalry and 
the 4th Punjab Cavalry, the 341b* 35th, 36th, 37th, and 41st Bengal 
Infantry* and the 3rd Punjab Infantry, 

Before many years had elapsed, however, these reductions were 
not only made good, but the strength of the Army was raised to a 
higher point than that to which it had attained prior to the reduc¬ 
tions, In the autumn of 18F 5 the *6ih and 17th Bengal Cavalry 
were resuscitated, and the strength of regiments of Bengal Cavalry 
was increased by the addition of a fourth squadron. In the following 
year second battalions were added to the 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 5th 
Gurkha regiments, and two Bengal mountain batteries were 
raised. In 1887, five new battalions of Bengal infantry were raised; 
four (one of Mazbi Pioneers, two of Sikhs, and one of Pogras) to 
take the places of the disbanded 34th, 35th, 36th, and 37th Bengal 
Infantry, and the fifth (formed of Garhwalis) to be the second battalion 
of the 3rd Gurkha Regiment; at the same time the addition of a 
squadron to Lhe cavalry of the Corps ohGcid us was ordered. In 1S90 
a complete re-organisation of certain regiments of Bengal infantry 
took place, resulting in the disappearance of the last of the old 
‘ low-caste levies” raised during the Mutiny; the old material 
having been mustered out, the 33rd Bengal Infantry was re-organised as ; 
a class regiment of Punjabi Musaltnans, the 38th as one of Dogras,and 
the 40th as one of trans-frontier Muhammadans, including Baluchis ; 
at the same time the second battalion of the 3rd Gurkha Regiment, 
raised three years before, became the 391(1 (Garhw'al) Regiment of j 
Bengal Infantry, and anew 2nd battalion of the 3rd Gurkha Regi¬ 
ment was formed in its place. 

In addition to the above, a temporary increase of 200 men was 
(clause 45 of IndiaArmy Circulars, 1S87) sanctioned for all corps 
ordered on service in Upper Burma; and (clause 44 of the Circulars 
of the same year) the normal strength of ail infantry corps was 
increased to 912 of all ranks. 
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Nor were the changes and reforms in the interior economy of regi¬ 
ments less noticeable during this period. Closely affecti ng the British 
ranks were the orders concerning the tenure of regimental com¬ 
mands published in G.G.O. No. 209 of 188a, by which it was provided 
that the then holders of regimental commands should continue in 
that office np to the completion of a term of seven years or until 
fifty-five years of age, whichever should happen, first, but in no cs.^-6 
for less than five years; that their immediate successors should 
retain command for seven years or up to fifty-five years of age; and 
that thereafter the limits should invariably be seven years 1 command 
or fifty-two years of age. 

Worthy of note too is the sanction given by Her Majesty, 
published in G, G. O. No, 592 of 1882, to the inscription of 
" Nagpur '* on the colours of the 6th Bengal Infantry, of Cm HA, 
1858-59 '* on those of the ?th f xoth, and nth Bengal Infantry, and of 
“China, 1860-fa” on those of the 15th, 22nd, and 27th Bengal 
Infantry.—honours somewhat belated, perhaps, but none the less 
eminently merited by these corps,* 

By G, G. 0 . No. 210 of 1882 good conduct pay was granted to non¬ 
commissioned officers as follows:—one, two, three, and four rupees 
after two, four, six, and eight years in the grade ; but in the case of 
naicks one and two rupees only after two and four years in that grade* 

In the same year orders were published restricting the enlistment 
of Afridis, and naming the following corps as being alone permitted to 
entertain recruits of that trib£ :— the 7th Bengal Cavalry, the mh 
and 19th Bengal Lancers, and the 30th, 21st, 24th, 26th, and 27th 
Bengal Infantry* In 1885 the 17th Bengal Cavalry was added, 
and the yth Bengal Cavalry and the 24th and 27th Bengal 
Infantry expunged from this list, nor was any more extended 
enlistment of Afridis encouraged until 189c when (India Army 
Circulars, clauses Si, 151 and 201) the formation of extra companies of 
Afridis was ordered in the 21st, 24 th, 26th, 27th* and 28th Bengal 
Infantry, and the ist, 4 th, and 5 th Punjab Infantry, m. f one company 
• in each, except the 26th, in which two companies were to be formed* 
These extra companies were only to be a temporary increase of the 
established strength* and previously existing companies were in each 
case to be gradually reduced, in order to bring the regiment to its 
normal establishment* 


* Vid* pa^cs and 2Qj-$&, 
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The addition of a squadron to every cavalry regiment, the raising 
of four new infantry regiments of the line, and various minor changes* 
necessitated the publication in 1889 (2nd January) of a corre cted 
table, of which the following gives the Cavalry constitution 
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The constitution of the infantry corps was, except in a few 
cases, almost identical with that ordered in 1883, the only difference 
being that the companies of “other Hindus.” [exclusive of Jat com¬ 
panies) were entirely eliminated, and extra companies of Rajputs sub¬ 
stituted in their place ; the Assam Gurkha regiments exchanged their 
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for an eighth company of Gurkhas, while the 
j&rwahs were distributed throughout the regiment, fifteen to each com¬ 
pany; the 45th became a class regiment of Sikhs only, recruit¬ 
ing from Cis and Trans-Sutlej; the 38th Bengal Infantry, retaining 
its two Rajput companies, became otherwise a class regiment, having 
six companies of Jats, The constitution of the new corps and of the 
Punjab Frontier Force was as follows:— 
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Two important changes marked the year 1886. By G. G< 0 . 485 


of that year the Punjab Frontier Force, which had since its formation 
been under the control of the Government of the Punjab, was brought ^ 
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i directly under the Commander-In-Chief in India, In notifying - this 
transfer it was said that " His Excellency in Council is authorised to 
express the high sense entertained by Her Majesty the Qucen-Eni- 
I press of the loyal and brilliant services which; under the Government 
of the province* the Punjab Frontier Force has invariably rendered 
to the State from the earliest period of its creation. *--■■** * 
The Force will . . . continue as a separate unit and, as far as may be 
found practicable, its local and distinctive character will be preserved, 
its institutions maintained, and its existing privileges continued. 

The following is extracted front the order of His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, Sir Frederick Roberts, announcing this change 
(G. O, No. 58 of 18S6):— 

“ For upwards of thirty-five years the Punjab Frontier Force has been steadily 
adding to its laurels, Its list of casualties during that tuna bears testimony to the 
gallantry and devotion of all ranks in many a hard-fought action, while the admirable 
manner in which discipline has at all tirpes been maintained has contributed mate¬ 
rially to the high reputation for soldien-like qualities which the Brigade nc ^ an 
deservedly enjoys, 

'*The addition of so distinguished a Forceio the Bengal Army would, under all 
circumstances, be a matter of congratulation to the Commander-in-Chie! in India j 
but, a> a former Commandant of the Punjab Frontier Force, it is especially gratifying 
to Sir Frederick Roberts that this measure has come into operation during his tenure 
of office- 

« His Excellency takes this opportunity of assuring the officers, non-commis¬ 
sioned officers and men of the Brigade, that it will be his special privilege, not 
only to watch over their interests in the future, but also to take care that tho many 
' customs and traditions which have so tai gely contributed to make the force what 
it is are interfered with as little as possible. In offering a soldier’s welcome to 
all ranks of the Punjab Frontier Force, Sir Frederick Roberts is sure that he is 
only giving expression to what is the unanimous feeling throughout the* Army of 
Bengal.** 

On the 13th October, 1886, an Army Circular (clause i;o) 
was issued which closely affected the soldiers and regiments of the 
Bengal Army. It ordered that all native infantry regiments should 
be linked together in regiments of three battalions each; that 
enlistment should be for any one of the linked battalions; that 
at present the numbers of corps would remain unaltered ; and that 
liability to transfer from one battalion to another would come into 
force only in the case of one or more battalions being ordered on 
service. At the same time a system of reserves was notified as sanc¬ 
tioned for the Bengal infantry, an active and a garrison reserve, 
the former composed of men transferred after not less than five or more 
than ten years' service with the colours ; the laWer of men pensioned 
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niter twenty-one years’ service, or who have completed a total of 
colour and reserve service oi twenty-one years. 1 he active reserve was 
limited to ico men per battalion; the garrison reserve was unlimited* 
Further, the same circular granted pay to recruits, wherever enlist¬ 
ed, from date of enlistment, as well as marching batta, or free carriage 
for their baggage j the rates of good*conduct pay were sanctioned after 
three, six, and ten years’ service, instead of after three, nine, and fifteen; 
the annual allowance for half mounting was raised from R4 *o R5; 
and the pension rules were altered by the abolition of invalid pension 
after fifteen years’ service, the grant of ordinary pension to all soldiers 
after twenty-one years’ service, and of a gratuity of twelve months 
pay of rank to all men discharged as unfit for further service between 


fifteen and twenty-one years' service. 

Finally, on the 13th October, tSBB, an India Army Circular 
(clause 163) authorised fixed regimental centres for the groups of 
linked battalions under a territorial distribution of Native Infantry* 
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Chapter XII— (1891—1895). 

The punishment inflicted on the Chins, the Lushais, and other 
tribes on the frontier of Burma, during the period from 1888 to 
1890, did not prove wholly effectual in patting a stop to their 
incursions into British territory, and during the years from 1890 to 
1393 a number of expeditions took place against one or another of 
these savage tribes. 

As early as the autumn of 1890, a sudden outbreak occurred in 
the Lushai Hills culminating in determined attacks on the forts of 
Changsii and Aija), which were then held by bodies of military police. 
Reinforcements, which included a detachment of the 40th Bengal 
Infantry, were hurried up from Silchar; the village of Thanruraa the 
leading insurgent chief, was taken and destroyed on the 4th October. 

: a " (1 Ch ^ n S sli anti Aijal were relieved on the following day; the village 
' of the ChicE Khalkum was destroyed on the 17th. 

Of greater importance than these were the operations which it 
was found necessary to carry out in the Chin Hills during the winter 
of 1890-91, the immediate causes of which were the general restless¬ 
ness of the Chin tribes and the perpetration of numerous outrages 
by the people of Tiietta, a village in the Baungsbe Chin country On 
the tst of January a small force (130 of the 2 - 4 th Gurkhas, and a 
few Madras sappers) was despatched against Thetta, under the 
command of Captain Camegy; an attack was made on the place on 
the following day, but the enemy’s stockades were found to be too 
strong to be forced, and the detachment had to be withdrawn after 
| Lieutenant James, of the Royal Engineers, and two men of the 
■ a-4th Gurkhas had been killed. Notwithstanding the ill-success of 
this attack, the Thetta people almost immediately afterwards made 
I their submission, and entered into an agreement to pay a fine and to 
• desist for the future from molesting our lines of communication in 
the Chm Hills. Subsequently, the countries of the Baungshe and 
Kanhow Chins were visited by columns detailed for the purpose 
and of which detachments of the newly-formed 39 th Bengal Infantry 
I (composed of Garhwaiis) and of the 3- 4 th Gurkhas formed p m- 
tnese columns met with little opposition, and indeed there was no 
: ^.-cept » skirmish with the Eanhows at Temung on the 
, is February. Later on (and April) a small column under the 
] command of Lieutenant Mocatta, 39 th Bengal Infantry, was engaged 
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in“i V mart afction with the Chins of TLmtlang, near the Sao-vpx 
stream^ l ^is engagement a detach mem of the 39 th greatly distin¬ 
guished itself b y it# steadiness and bravery under circumstances ex¬ 
tremely I trying to young soldiers, and sustained considerable loss. 
These operations did not, however, finally settle mailers with the 
qyus, and the general restlessness of the tribes led, during the 
..inter of 1891-92, to the despatch of several columns into the 
Southern Chin Hills. These columns, in which No. 8 (Bengal) 
Mountain Battery, a small detachment of ihe 71I1 Bengal Infantry, 
and 310 men of the 39th Bengal Infantry were included, traversed 
the country in various directions without meeting wiih much opposi¬ 
tion, though they experienced great hardships, and they were 
eventually broken up at Haka and Port White in the spring of 3S92. j 
A fresh outbreak amongst the Lushais in the eaily part of the 
same year necessitated the despatch of reinforcements, including 
a portion of the iSth Bengal Infantry, to Fort Aijai, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of which place they were engaged in numerous skirmishes 
with the Insurgents. At the same lime a column under the com¬ 
mand of Captain Loch, of the Military Police, in which a detachment 
of the 18th was included, operated in the Eastern Sonai country am! 
captured and destroyed numerous Lushai villages. Besides these, 
a column under the command of Captain Rose, which included two 
guns of No. 8 (Bengal) Mountain Battery and 150 of the 39th Bengal 
Infantry, was despatched from Fort W hite to Dao-k ham as village, the 
centre of the rising, to effect a diversion in favour of Captain Shakes- 
pear, who was hemmed in at Vansanga's, and losing men daily. After 
a good deal of desultory fighting, the men of most of the insurgent vil¬ 
lages took refuge in the Lieukhan and Howlong countries; the rest sub¬ 
mitted,and in July 1892 the operations were brought to a conclusion. 

In October 1892 disturbances broke out afresh in the Northern 
Chin Hills, Troops (including a detachment of the 39th Bengal 
Infantry from the Southern Chin Hills) were promptly moved into 
the disturbed area, and punitive operations immediately undertaken 
against the enemy, who were defeated in numerous skirmishes and 
many of their villages destroyed, but it was not until the end of March 
1813 that the Chins finally -gave in their submission and surrendered 
dieir fire-arms. Our losses dining these operations amounted to 13 
men killed, and one British officer, one Native officer and 33 men 
wounded. 
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)y Order No. 154 of 1893 (republished in G. O. c c 
the 10th November 1893; the India med%j ^ 
;ps inscribed '* Burma, 1889-92,” and "Lbshai, 1889-92," accojd . 
to the locality of the service, was granted to the troops employed 
1 on various expeditions in Burma and on its frontiers during thJ years 
named. ' 


While these affairs were proceeding on the frontiers of Burma 
events of importance were occurring in other parts of the country, and 
especially on the Eastern and North-Western frontiers, to which 
attention must now be given. Though they were not actually first in 
order of lime, it will be convenient to give precedence to affairs on 
the Eastern frontier, where an unfortunate and unexpected reverse 
was experienced. 

A revolution having occurred in Manipur in September iSyo, 
resulting in the abdication of the Maharaja, in March 1891^ 
Mr. Quinton, the Chief Commissioner of Assam, with an escort of 
1 400 Gurkhas of the 42nd and 44th Bengal Infantry, under the 
. command of Colonel Skene, proceeded to Imphal, the chief town 
(at which place there was already present a company of the 43rd 
Bengal Infantry), for the purpose of settling the affairs of the State, 
and of arresting and deporting Tikandrajit Bir Singh, a brother of 
the late Maharaja, who had been one of the leading spirits of the 
revolution, and now held the post of Senapati, or Conamander-in- 
Chief of the Manipur Army. The attempt to arrest the Senapati, 
which was made on the 24th March, proved a lamentable failure; it 
was violently and successfully resisted, and open hostilities followed, 
desultory fighting being continued until the evening when the British 
force was withdrawn within the grounds of the Residency, having 
sustained a loss of about 40 officers and men, killed and wounded, 

1 amongst the former of whom was included Subadar Rajbir Newar 
of the -tjrd, and amongst the latter Lieutenant Brack enbury and 
'Subadar Hima Chand Thakur, both of the 44th, who succumbed 
to their injuries in the course of the night. The retirement was 
I followed by an act of sanguinary treachery on the part of the enemy. 
Late in the evening Mr. Quinton, Colonel Skene, and Lieutenant 
Simpson, 43rd Bengal Infantry, were induced to proceed to the 
j Maharaja’s palace on pretence of a conference, and there they were 
' seized and barbarously put to death under the orders of the Sena- 
I psti and other leaders of the insurgents, who followed up this 
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internees proceeding by opening a heavy fire on the troops hi 
the Residency. These, being almost without ammunition, and the 
place being untenable, evacuated the position during the night and, 
retreating in some disorder, made their way in small parties to 
Kuhima, Cachar and Tamtnu. 

A detachment (33 rifles) of the 43rd Bengal Infantry stationed at 
Langthobal, four miles from Imphal, under the command of Jemadar 
Birbal Nagarkoti, held on to their post with considerable determination 
until the Following day, and then retired in good order to Tatuum, 
where (17th March) they joined Lieutenant Grant, commanding a 
detachment (50 rifles) of the newly reconstituted 1 zth Madras In¬ 
fantry (the and Burma Balia ion). On the following day Lieutenant 
Grant pushed up to Thobal in Manipur with boih detachment*, in the 
hope of saving Mr. Quinton and tbe other officers, the fact of whose 
murder was not then known, and who were believed to be prisoners 1 
in the palace at Imphal. At Thobal Lieutenant Grant and his 
detachment were confronted by a rabble of several thousand Mani- 
puris. who kept up a heavy and almost ceaseless fire for several days 
on his entrenchment. He, nevertheless, maintained his ground without 
difficulty until ordered to retire to Tamtnu on the 9th April. The 
insurgents followed him in his retreat, but were met and routed by 
a small detachment under the command of Captain Pres grave. For 
his conduct in this affair Lieutenant Grant was awarded the Victoria 
Cross and promoted to the rank of Major, while the native officers 
of the dctachmems of the 43rd Bengal and 1 zth Madras Infantry 
were admitted to the Order of British India, and every non-com¬ 
missioned officer and man was decorated with the Order of Merit. 

In the meantime arrangements had been made to push forward 
troops on Imphal with all possible despatch frgm Kobima, Cachar 
and Tammu, and towards tbe end of April, after overcoming consi¬ 
derable difficulties with regard to the provision of transport, a column 
moved forward from each of those places. These columns were 
composed us follow:— 

Kohima Coiu-mn,— Brigadier-General H. Collett, C.B. ‘Three gun* of No. S 
(Bengal) Mountain Battery, and detachments of the 13th (too), 42nd ! 
(zoo), 43rd (+00), and 44th (300) Bengal Infantry, and Assam Military 
Police (200)* 

Sitchdr [Cachar) Coffin.— Ueii tenant-Colonel R. H, F* Rer.nkk s— Two guns 
o£No,8 (.Bengal) Mountain Battery, and detachments of the iSth (370), 
43nd(i03> p 43rd 3), and 44th (114) Bengal Infantry ; the t-and Gurkha 
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Regiment; 50 m the Pioneer Company of t he Calcutta Volunteer Rifes . 
and 307 of the Surma Valley Military Police, 

Tamm n Column .-Brigadier-General T* Graham, c.n f P'our guns of No, 1 
Mountain Battery, Royal Artillery j a vviog of the 4th Battalion of the 
Kings Royal Rifle Corpa; the 2-4th Gurkha Regiment; and the 1 3 th 
Madras Infantry. 

J b *ise columns leached Impbal almost simultaneously on the 27 th 
of Apr|), the enemy having offered little or no opposition except to the 
1 aminu force, an advanced detachment of which, composed of parties 
of the 2-4tb Gurkhas and the 12th Madras Infantry, had a sharp 
fight with a considerable body of them on the 35th April m an en¬ 
trenchment at Bap am, six miles north of P&leh The Man i purls, being 
hemmed in, fought until nearly all were killed, the loss on our side 
being jemadar Kirur&m Gurung, 2-4th Gurkhas, and one man killed, 
and 1 our British officers (including Captains Drury and Carnegy, 2-4th 
Gurkhas), two native officers and seven men wounded. With the 
occupation of Impbal the Manipur outbreak came to an end. The 
Seimpati and other prominent persons fled before the arrival of our 
troops, bur all were subsequently apprehended, and the Senapaii, an 
of icial styled “the Tonga! General ” (said to have been an ex- 
mutineer of the 541b Native Infantry), and others concerned in the 
murder of Mr. Quinton and his companions, were executed in due 
course. 

Dy G. G. 0 . No. 652 of 1892 the India medal, with a clasp 
inscribed “North-East Frontier, 1891," was granted to the troops 
of the three columns engaged in the re-occupation of Manipur. 

The North-West Frontier at this period was in a rather disturbed 
state, and the early months of 1891 witnessed the despatch of no 
less than three expeditions against recalcitrant tribes,—two againsUhe 
Onlaais and one against the tribes of the Black Mountain in Hazara. 
The conduct of the Orakzai clans had for some time been so un¬ 
satisfactory, especially with regard to their repeated incursions into 
the Miranzu Valley, that towards the end of 1890 it became apparent 
I that a punitive expedition against them could no longer be delat ed. 

Accordingly In January 1891, the following force was con¬ 
centrated at Kohat under the command of Brigadier-Genera! Sir 
W, S. A. Lockhart, k.c.b. — 

No. 3 (Peshawar) and 4 (Hajara) Mountain Batteries } two squadrons of the sth 
Punjab Cavalry j the 5th Company of Bengal Sappers and Miners j the 
2 and, 23rd (Pioneers) and sgth Bengal Infantry j the 3rd Sikh Infantnf 
and the <$t, A th and 5th Punjab Infantry. 
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organised in three columns, advanced into the country 
of the hostile clans on the 26th January, traversed it in various 
directions, blowing up farts and towers, and having, in order to put 
a stop to further raids into the Miramar valley, established posts at 
various points on the Samana Range, returned to Kohat about the 
middle of February, without having met with any opposition from 
the enemy, though the troops had experienced great hardships from 
the severity of the climate in winter. 

But the results obtained were not of a lasting nature, and an 
attack on the troops on the Sam ana, which took place on the 4th 
April, necessitated the despatch of a second expedition, for which pur¬ 
pose the following troops were concentrated at Rfrngu and Darband 
on the 16th April, under the command of Sir William Lockhart 

[ No. 3 Mountain Battery, Royal Artillery ; three gfuns of No. d (Defat at) Moun¬ 
tain Battery; No* 3 (Peshawarj Mountain Battery; three guns of the 
Punjab Garmon Battery ; the tqth Bengal Lancers ; two squadrons of the 
5th Punjab Cavalry; the 5th Company of the Bengal Sappers and Miner? ; 
the 1st Battalion of the Kirt^s Royal Rifle Corps ; the 15th* 15th, 27th and 
33th Bengal Infantry; the 3rd Sikh Infantry* the ist, 2nd and 6th Punjab 
Infantry; and the T-5U1 Gurk ha Regiment* 

A half battalion of the 2nd Manchester Regiment (96th Foot) was subsequently 
added to the force. 

The force advanced in three columns from Hangu and Darband 
on the 17th April, and during that and the following day, after 
a series of smart conflicts, drove the enemy off the Samana Range. 

I Much fighting* some of it of a severe character, took place during 
the operation? of the .succeeding days, in the course of which the 
enemy's country was traversed in every direction, until the 16th of May, 
when the work entrusted to the force was finished* the offending 
clans having all been visited and punished and brought into complete 
I submission. The losses sustained during these operations, from the, 
1 4th of April, amounted to 28 (Including Jemadar Hashirn Ali, 19th 

[ Bengal Infantry) killed, and 73 wounded, including Major Egerton,: 
Assistant-Adjutant-General of the Punjab Frontier Force, Captains 
Malsey and MacLeod, 29th Bengal Infantry, jemadar Tilok Sing, 
15th Bengal Infantry, and Suhadar Mawaz Khan, 6th Punjab 
Infantry, 

By G* G- 0 * No. 61 of 1892 the India medal with a clasp in¬ 
scribed “Samana, 1891," was granted to the troops employed in the 1 
operations on the Samaim Range in April and May 1891. 

* 
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Shortly before the outbreak which brought about the second 
Miranzai operations, it had become necessary to despatch a pun stive 
expedition against some of the tribes of the Black Mountain, in 
Ha&ara, in consequence of their having* contrary to the agreement 
entered into in 1888 , violently opposed (October iSgo) the march 
of a British detachment over the crest of the mountain. To carry 
out the punishment of the offending tribes, the following troops 
were concentrated at Carband and Oght by the rst March 1891 , 
1 th Major-General W, K. Elies, c,b., in command :— 

Left (or River) Cotufan*— BrigadUr-Gerrerat R, F, Williamson No, j Moun¬ 
tain Battery, Royal Artilltryj thr&e jjuns of No, 2 (Dcrajat) Mountain 
Battery; tha 2nd Battalion, Soa forth Highlanders tjSth F<xt) ; a wring of 
tfie» 32nd Bengal Infantry (Pioneers) ; the 37th (DograJ Bengal Infantry - 
the Infantry of the Corps nf Guides; and the 4th Sikh Infantry, 

(or Tiltt) Column .*BrigadieMjeiieral A, G, Hammond* v,c„ d.s,o,: ~ 
No* q Mountain Battery, Royal Artillery; 1st Battalion, Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers (33rd Foot); the nth Bengal Infantry ; a wing of the jsnd Bengal 
Infantry lPioneers); the > 5 th Gurkha Regiment j and the Khaibar Rides. 

Divisional Troops.-^Oa *'squadrnn of the nth Bengal Oncers, and the 4 tb 
Company of the Bengal Sappers and Miners, 

I he advance ot the two columns was begun on the 12 th March 
bu until the lyth little opposition was experienced. Before day¬ 
break on that day, however, a sudden and most determined attack 
was made on our advanced post at Ghazikot by a body composed 
partly of Hindustani fanatics and partly of tribesmen of the Black 
Mountain, The post was held by the Dogra company of the 4ih Sikh 
Infantry, who behaved with the greatest gallantry* and after a sharp 
conflict repulsed the attack, though not without the loss of jemadar 
Darshann and three men killed* and Lieutenant M a conchy, Subadar 
Dheru, and seventeen men wounded. Slight engagements subse¬ 
quently occurred at Kanhar, Diliari, Darbanai and other places, 
and various movements followed, but in the end the enemy made 
complete submission, and with the exception of a small force left to 
hold the Black Mountain temporarily, the troops were withdrawn to 
their caotonments. Ourtolal losses during the operations amounted 
to 6 killed and 4 7 wounded. 

By G. G, O* No. 258 of 1892 the India medal with a clmp in- 
scribed "Hazara, 1891/' was granted to the troops engaged in the 
operations on the Black Mountain. 

Towards the close of the same year disturbances broke out on 
quite a different part of the frontier, in the remote khanates of Hunza 












and Nagar* With the object of restoring order, the Giigit Agency guard 
( Consisting of thirty men of the 20th Bengal Infantry) was reinforced 
by two guns of No. 4 (Hazara) Mountain Battery* and two hundred 
men of the i-gth Gurkha Regiment* With this small force, together 
with a small party of Bengal Sappers and Miners, two battalions of 
the Kashmir Imperial Service Inlantry, and some local levies, the 
whole amounting to little more than a thousand men,the British 
< Agent, Colonel Durand, took the field on the xst of December* 
fiffected the passage of the Hurra river intoNagar the same day, and 
on the 2nd* after a sharp conflict, carried the fort of Nilt by storm, 
with a loss of three men killed, and Kiraself, Captain Aylmer, 
Bengal Sappers and Miners, Lieutenant Bad cock, i-^th Gurkha 
Regiment, and 27 men wounded. Some further ineffective fighting 
occurred on the following day, in which Lieutenant Gorton, No. 4 
Mountain Battery, was wounded* and on die 20th of the month, 
under the orders of Captain Mackenzie, Seaforth Highlanders, who 
was in temporary command, the almost inaccessible position of 
the enemy on the Hunza river, beyond Nilt, was stormed and taken 
with a loss of only two men wounded* The enemy were completely 
defeated and dispersed ; on the 21st the Rajah of Nagar surrendered* 
and Hunza was occupied on the following day* thus bringing the 
operations to a conclusion* 

By G* G* 0 . No* 9S6 of 1S92 the India medal with a clasp in¬ 
scribed Hokza, 1891/ was granted to the troops employed in these 
operations* 

The three Isazai clans of the Black Mountain—the Hasanzai, 
the Akazai, and the Mad da Khel—having, in 1892, in breach of 
engagements entered into by them after the Black Mountain cam* 
paign of 1891, received and harboured in Baio* on the right 
bank of the Indus, one Hashim Ali Khan, a banished chief of the 
Khan Khel Hasanzais, who had been a prime mover of the Black 
Mountain disturbances, and refused to surrender or espel him* it 
1 became necessary in the autumn of 1892 to use coercive measures, 
and accordingly, on the 1st October, the following force was concen¬ 
trated at Darband under the command of Major-General Sir W* S, A* 
Lockhart 

jsjos, 3, & and g Mountain Batteries, Royal Artillery; No. ! (Kohat) Mountain 
Battery* the 4th and 6th Companies of Bengal Sappers and Miners; two 
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squadrons of the nth Bengal Uncera; the tsfc Battalion, Bedfordshire 
Regiment (16th Foot); the 1st Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps ^oth 
Foot)-, the 25th and 30th Bengal infantry; the A th Sikh Infantry; and 
the two battalions of the gth Gurkha Regiment, 

The force advanced on Baio on the 6th October, but the place 
Was found to be deserted, and no opposition of any sort was 
experienced ; and all towers and defences having been blown up and 
destroyed, the troops were withdrawn. 

In March 1893 Chi las, on the digit frontier, was the scene of a 
sharp engagement. The fort at that place was garrisoned at the time' 
by 300 men of the Kashmir Imperial Service Infantry under the 
command of Major Daniell, 1st Punjab Infantry, and on these, on 
the morning of the 5th March, there came down a body of 1,200 
Chi Iasi 9 and KohistanLs. Some severe fighting ensued, in the course 
of which Major Daniel! fell in a daring attempt to expel the enemy 
from a village from which they were keeping up a heavy fire on the 
fort* The tribesmen were eventually repulsed with a heavy loss of 
350 men in killed alone, that on our side amounting to only zo killed 
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aiid 3Z wounded. 

The course of events now lakes us back to the Eastern Frontier, 
where, in May 1893, a small expedition (a hundred men of the 43rd 
Bengal Infantry) was despatched from Manipur for the purpose of 
punishing the people of the Kuki village of Mongham (twenty 
miles east of Iraphul), who had made an unprovoked raid on the 
Naga village of Swemi and massacred nearly three hundred of the 
inhabitants. Mongham was reached on the 22nd May, the leaders 
of the raid arrested, and the village destroyed. Other villages 
implicated in the raid were also punished, and the detachment 
returned to Manipur about the middle of June. 

In January 1894210 expedition was undertaken against the Abors, 
The force employed was composed for the most part of police, the 
only regular troops consisting of 100 men of the 44th Bengal infantry. 
Some desultory fighting took place, and the total losses of the force 
amounted, including followers, to 41 killed and 45 wounded. 

Towards the end of 1S94 a serious outbreak took place on the 
North-West Frontier, In accordance with the terms of a treaty 
entered into with the Amir of Kabul in November 1893, measures 


were adopted during the autumn of 1894 for the delimitation of the 
Waziri-Afghan Boundary from Domandi, on the Comal river, to tie 
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Laraiit peak, on the borders of Khost. The attitude of the Mahswd 
Waziris necessitated the boundary commission being accompanied 
by a strong escort, and for this purpose the following troops 
were detailed, under the command of Brigadier-General A* H. 
Turner:— 

No. 3 (Peshawar) Mountain Battery ; No. a Company, Bengal Sappers and 
Miners; a squadron of the Tst Punjab Cavafy ; the aoth Bengal Infantry; 
the i-ist Gurkha Rifles; and the 3rd Sikh Infantry, 

The escort was assembled Jtt Dora Ismail Khan on the ist 
October, and moving forward md Kajuri Kach (where it was joined 
by the members of the Commission on the 18th), it was concentrated 
in a position near the Inzar Kotal, in Wana> on die 27th, J here had 
during this march been many indications of Mahsud hostility, but, 
though no attack in force was anticipated all needful precautions 
were taken to secure the camp in the event o£ its being suddenly 
assailed. It was as well that these precautions were adopted, for 
before daylight on the morning of the 3rd November a Mahsud 
Waziri lashkar , said to have been three thousand strong, taking 
advantage of the darkness and of the broken nature of the ground 
in the vicinity, made a sudden and desperate attempt to rush the 
camp, and wire successful in penetrating it at several points, A 
severe hand-to-hand conflict ensued, ending in the enemy being driven 
out of the camp at the point of the bayonet, though not before they 
had done much damage and inflicted considerable loss. As day 
I broke they began to retreat towards the hills; the cavalry were 
immediately launched in pursuit, and cut up large numbers of them 
before they could win then' wav to a place of safety. Our losses 
amounted to Lieutenant Macaulay, Royal Engineers, Sub&dar Padam 
I Sing Raim and Jemadar Khark Sing Nag&tkoti, both of the t-ist 
Gurkhas, 18 non-commissioned officers and men, and 24 followers 
killed, and 6 British officers, 47 non-commissioned officers and 
men, and 32 followers wounded, of whom Lieutenant Angelo, 
j-ist Gurkhas, afterwards died of the injuries he had received. 
The losses of the enemy were much more severe, amounting to 
above 600, of whom 350 were killed or died afterwards of their 
wounds. 

This unprovoked outrage necessitated the despatch of a punitive 
expedition, and for that purpose the following troops, to the 
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command of which Lieutenant-General Sir W, S* A, Lockhart, K.C.D., 
was nominated, were detailed:— 

t (KohaU), 3 ( Peshawar), and 8 (Bengal) Mountain Uattcn^; a Maxim 
gun manned by a party from the Devonshire Regiment; No*. 2 and 5 
Companies of the Bengal Sappers and Miners; two squadrons of the 'St 
and one of the and Punjab Cavalry; the 3rd Punjab Cavalry; the 2nd 
Battalion of the Border Regiment (the 55th Foot) ; the 3 oth, 33rd, and sSth 
Bengal Infantry; the i-rst and the i*5lh Gurkha Rifles; the ist and 3rd 
Sikh Infantr y and the 2nd, 4th and 6th Punjab Infantry, 

These troops were organised in three brigades, which were concen¬ 
trated at Wana, jandoia ami Mirian, respectively, an the 17th 
December, and the Mahsuds having failed to comply with the 
demands made upon them, the force moved forward on the same day, 
marching respectively on Kaniguram, Makiti and Raznrtak, which 
points were reached on the 21st without much opposition having 
been experienced, In the course of the succeeding four weeks the 
troops, broken up into smaller and more easily handled columns, 
visited every part of the Mahsud Waziri country without meeting 
with any opposition, except from small detached bands of the enemy, 
whose guerilla tactics caused a few casualties. The Mahsuds them¬ 
selves, on the other hand, suffered substantial losses m men and 
property, most of their fortified towers having been blown up and 
destroyed, and almost all their sheep, goats and cattle captured and 
driven off; they eventually made their submission on the sist of 
January, and shortly afterwards complied in full with the terms 
imposed upon them. The losses sustained by our troops amounted 
to no more than two killed and twenty-two wounded. 

By G, G. 0 . No, 1082 of 1895 the India medal, with a clasp 
inscribed “ Waeiristan, 1894-95/’ was granted to all the troops 
employed in these operations from October 1894 to March 

1895- / 

In January 1895, while the operations against the Mahsud Waziris 
were still in progress, events were occurring in Chitral which eventu¬ 
ally led to the movement of a 3 age force upon that place through 
Bajaur and Swat, and of a smaller separate force from Gilgit direct 
On the 1 st of that month Nizam-ul-Mulk, Meht&r of Chkr&l was 
murdered, and his brother Arnir-ui-Mulk placed upon the throne. 
The local disturbances which ensued reached their climax when 
the British Agent, Surgeon-Major Robertson, was besieged iu 
Chitral fort with a small force consisting of no inert; than 99 men of 
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th Sikhs and 300 of the 4th Kashmir Rifles, the whole of whioh 
under the command of Captain Campbell. The leaders of 
tile tribesmen were Umra Khan, Chief of Jandol, and Sher 
nele of the Mehtar. 

ter Afzal and his following arrived in the neighbourhood of Chitral 
t on the 3rd of March, In the course of the same afternoon a 
^detachment composed of 200 men of the Kashmir Rifles was sent 
om to observe the movements of the enemy and, if possible, to drive 
him hack; these were not long in coming into collision with the 
hostile force, but the action which ensued was not successful* and 
the detachment was compelled to retreat into the fort with a loss of 
23 killed and 33 wounded, Captains Campbell and Baird being 
included amongst the latter. Captain Baird, who was mortally 
wounded, was carried into the fort by Surgeon-Captain Whitchurch, 
of the Indian Medical Service, who a Iter wards received the Victoria 


& 


Croas for the gallantry he displayed upon this occasion. 

Immediately on intelligence of these events being received by the 
Government of India, arrangements were set on foot for the despatch 
of a force through Swat, Bajaur and Dir for the purpose of relieving 
the Chitral fort. The following troops were detailed for this service 
under the command of Major-General Sir R, C. Low, k.g.b. : 

The 15th Field Battery, Royal Artillery; Nos. 3 and S Mountain Batteries, 
Royal Artillery i No, 4 (Hazara) Mountain BatteryJ a M**hti gun manned 
by a paity front the Devonshire Regiment; No*. 1, 4 and 0 Companies, 
Bengal Sappers and Miners; the nth Bengal Lancet; the Cavalry of the 
Corp* of Guides; the ist Battalion, S&sfc Kent Regiment (31 d Foot); the 
Hi Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment (ifith Foot) ; the and Ba Hal ion. King’s 
Own Scottish Borderers (25th Foot); the Sit Battalion, King's Koyal Rifle 
Corps (folk Foot); the 1st Battalion, Gordon Highlanders (75th Foot); 
the sod Battalion, Sea forth Highlanders (?Sth Foot); the 13th, 15th, 33 rd, 
25th and 37 th Bengal Infantry; the 2-4th Gurkha Rifles; the In/siHry of 
the Corps of Guides j and the 4th Sikh Infantry. 


Chitral 

Expedition, 
*®95 


Besides these, No. 2 (Deraj at) Mountain Battery, the isi Battalion 
of the East Lancashire Regiment (30th Foot) and the sijlh and 30th 
Bengal Infantry were detailed for service on the line of eommuTUca- 
lion^ and a Reserve Brigade was formed at Eawal PindL At the 
same lime Colonel Kelly, who, with his regiment (the 32nd 
Pioneers), was engaged in road-making in the Gilgit Agency, was 
directed to assume command there anti make such arrangements as 
seamed to him to be possible to efiect the. relief of Chitral. though 
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ke was prohibited from undertaking any operations which < 
afford a reasonable prospect of success* 

While these arrangements were in progress, collisions 
detachments of our troops and bodies of the enemy had occ 
several places* At Reshun, a detachment (Bengal Sappei 
Kashmir Rifles) under Lieutenants Edvvardes and Fowler, proceed 
from Mastuj to Chitral with a supply of ammunition, was vigorous]; 
attacked during several days, and eventually, by a gross act of trea¬ 
chery, captured by the enemy during an armistice. In a defile bey ond 
Koragh a detachment of the 14th Bengal Infantry* under the Com¬ 
mand of Captain Ross, which was hastening from Mastuj to the assist¬ 
ance oi Lieutenants Edwardes and Fowler, was surrounded by the 
enemy on the ?th March, and after three days' fighting had to cut its 
way back 10 Koragh and Buni, which it effected, though not without 
heavy loss, Captain Ross and 46 men (besides a hospital-assistant and 
sU followers) being killed, and Lieutenant Junes and nine men 
wounded. Finally, at Mastuj a detachment (48 men of the 141b 
Bengal Infantry, 228 of the 4th and 6th Kashmir Rifles, and 50 
Paniyali levy sepoys) under the command of Lieutenant Moberly 
sustained for more than a fortnight a series of desultory attacks 
from a body of the enemy nearly three thousand in number, on 
whom it inflicted considerable losses* 

Of the remaining operations of this campaign the first that claims 
notice is the defence of the fort at ChitraL After the action of the 
3rd March the place was closely invested by Sher Afzal and his 
following, who, during the ensuing forty-sir days, kept up a heavy 
fire, and made repeated attempts to storm the defences- In these 
attempts they were invariably repulsed with loss, though on one 
occasion (7th April) they succeeded in setting fire to one of the 
defensive powers, and killed and wounded several of the garrison, 
Surgeon-Major Robertson being amongst the latter* Finding that 
there was small probability of their capturing the place in this way, 
the enemy endeavoured to breach the wall by means of a mine, and 
actually succeeded in pushing a gallery up to erne of the towers 
before they were detected* On their intentions being discovered, 
their plans were pi omptly frustrated by a daring and brilliant sortie 
made by a detachment composed of 40 men of the 141b Sikhs and 
60 of the 4th Kashmir Rifles, led by Lieutenant Harley* The enemy 
■were taken by surprise and driven off, and the shaft of the mine 
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blown up and entirely destroyed, with a loss on our side of 21 nun 
killed and wounded. Forty-eight houre later, having heard of the 
approach of the force under the command of Colonel Kelly from the 
north and of the Khan of Dir from the south, Sher Afzal hastily ' 
raised the siege and fled. During this gallant defence of the fori 
from the 4th of March to the 18th of April, the losses of the garrison 


amounted to 48 killed and wounded. 

Colonel Kelly, whose approach was a principal factor in the 
raisin* of the siege of Chitral, inarched frem Gilgit on the 23rd 
March with two guns of No. 1 Kashmir Mountain Battery and 
nearly four hundred men of the 32nd Bengal Infantry (Pioneers); 
he was afterwards reinforced by forty Kashmir Sappers and a hun¬ 
dred and fifty levy men from Cherkila, Henna, Nagar, and Sai, anil 
having passed Ghizr on the 3«st, he succeeded during the first days of 
April in getting over the Shaudur Pass (1 a,*jo feet above the level of 
the sea),-— a truly formidable operation owing to the severity of the 
wc&ther’and the depth of the snow. It was not, however, until the 9th 
of April that he came into collision with the tribesmen. On that day 
they attempted to bar his advance in a formidable position at Chakalwat, 
but he forced his way through with a loss of only four men wounded, 
and relieved Lieutenant Moberly at Mastuj the same day. Reinforced 
by a hundred men of the 4th Kashmir Rifles, Kelly advanced from 
Mastuj on the 13th, and in the course of the same day drove the 
enemy from a formidable position at Ni.a Gol, indicting on them a 
toss of 160 killed and wounded, while our owr. casualties did not 
exceed twenty. Continuing his advance, he reached Chitral on the 
30th April, from before which place Sher A foil and the besieging 
tribesmen had already fled, and Colonel Kelly thus had the good 
fortune, after brief though exceedingly arduous operations, to accom¬ 
plish the object for which a force had been placed in the field. 

It now only remains to describe the operations of that force under 
the command of Sir Robert Low. Sir Robert advanced from 
jalala on the 2nd April, having previously by proclamation made 
known to the people of Swat and Bajaur, in the most distinct terms, 
the objects of the expedition, informing them that we had no hostile 
design against them, and that if they refrained fiom attacking our 
troops and from impeding in any way our march to the relief of 
Chitral, no hostilities would be ditccted against them on our part, and 
no part of th eir territory permanently occupied by us. N ©withstanding 
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•‘hese assurances, however, the Malakand was strong!) held* and Sir 
Robert’s advance opposed with great determination when he moved 
up on the 3rd of April, Ihe pass was found to be precipitous 
and difficult, and the enemy who held it numbered over 12,000, though 
some of these were badly armed* After an engagement of over five 
hours duration, the position was carried by storm with a loss on oar 
side of eleven men killed and eight British officers (including 
Major Tonnochy and Lieutenant Harman of the 4th Sikhs, anti 
Lieutenant Ommarney of the Guides Infantry), two native officers 
and fifty men wounded, that of the enemy being over five hundred. 
On the following day an advance was made into the Swat valley and 
the enemy defeated at Khar, with a further loss of nearly five hundred 
men, our own casualties amounting to no more than twenty, amongst 
whom were Lieutenant Baldwin, of the Guides Cavalry, and Lieu¬ 
tenant Wyneh* of the 37th Bengal Infantry. This was fallowed 
on the 7th by the passage of the Swat river, after an action in 
which the 1 1 th Bengal Lancers made a gallant charge against an 
immensely superior number of the enemy, killing more than a 
hundred of them. On the 15th and 14th an action took place on the 
banks of the Panjfcora, in which Lieutenant-Col and Bat lye, of the 
Guides Infantry* was killed, and Captain Peebles, commanding the 
Maxim detachment of ibe Devonshire Regiment, mortally wounded. 
The last engagement took place at Mamuzai on the 17th, and on the 
-■20th a detachment of five hundred men was pushed on from Barwa 
towards Chitra! to rescue the garrison, which was believed to be in 
great strain, bin reassuring intelligence of its safety having been re- 
ceived, the detachment was halted at Ashreth on the 27th, on which 
day Sher Afial was brought in a prisoner by the Khan of Dir, who 
had been actively co-operating with our forces* with the object of re¬ 
covering his territory, of which he had been deprived by Umra Khan. 
Umra Khan himself effected his escape and took refuge in Afghan¬ 
istan. Colonel Kelly* having a! ready effected the relief of the Chitra! 
fort, the further advance of the force under the command of Sir 
Robert Low became unnecessary, but at a later period that officer 
with a small portion of one of his brigades moved up to Chiirah The 
total losses of the force during these operations amounted to 127 
officers and men killed and wounded. 

By Q. G. O. N T o, 509 of 1896 the new India Medal, recently in¬ 
stituted, with cUsps inscribed ‘"Relief of Choral, 1895 " and 
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< f Defence of Cbitkai, X895*” was granted to the troops employed 
in the defence of Chitral fort and in the operations carried out for its 
relief, and subsequently the several corps engaged in the operations 
w ere permitted to inscribe the word u C hitral on their colours * the 
14th Bengal Infantry being allowed at the same time to emblazon 
'■Dkfehck of Ciutxal" upon their's. 

The period from iSyt to 1895 was noteworthy for the great num¬ 
ber of reforms that were introduced, not only in the organisation and i 
system of administration of the army (in which some remarkable 
changes took place), but in matters of interior economy arid in those 
affecting the improvement of the soldiers' position as well* l he 
principal of these changes shall now be briefly adverted to. 

Amongst the first of the^e reforms was the amalgamation of the 

Staff Corps of the three Presidencies under the general designation 

of '* the Indian Staff Corps,” which was sanctioned and notified in a 
Royal Warrant, dated the aSth January *891, and announced in India 
in G, G. 0 , No. 2 q 8 of 1891. This measure, however, was one the 
effect of which—so far as the Bengal Amy was concerned— 
would be felt by the British officers alone, and that only in the 
future; it left the Bengal Army itself unchanged. 

Another Important reform which was announced about the same 
time was the grant of an increased rate of pay to the silladar cavalry 
(G. G. O. No. 224 of 1891). By this grant the pay of non-commis¬ 
sioned officers and sowars was raised by R ; per mensem, that of 
sowars thus becoming R31 instead of R27. 

Four years later the pay of all non-commissioned ranks in the 
native artillery (including drivers of British batteries), the three corps 
of sappers and miners, and the native infantry, was also increased by 
Rr per mensem, and the grant of the annual half-mounting allowance 
of Rz was allowed from date of enlistment. This increase of pay 
(which was extended to the Viceroy*9 Body*Guard and the local 
corps under the Government of India) was notified in G. G, CX 
No. 670 of 1895. 

Asa step towards removing a difficulty that was said to exist in 
attracting recruits of good quality to the service and to facilitate 
recruiting for the native army generally, recruiting depots were estab¬ 
lished in 1893 at the following stations, each to form the centre of ft 
recruiting district for the classes specified 

Pc&ba'T&r.For Palhan*. 
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R*w&1 Psnd* For Punjabi Mahometan** 

Amritsar , . . * * . „ Sikfcs. 

S\alk&t (in winter).. Kashitiir Dogra?. 

DhamuaLa {\n summer} * , , * „ Ksngm Dogma, 

Pelhi ’ , ■ * • * * . „ Jats and Hindustaiu 

Mahomed aria, 

Luckoow •*.*•* „ Hindustani Hindus. 

Gorakhpur Gurkhas, 

Bach centre was placed under the direct control of an officer 
(styled the “ District Recruiting Officer ’') specially selected for his 
knowledge of the classes with whom he would have to deal. 

Atm*. In 1892-531 on the introduction of the Lee-Metford magazine 

ride for the British infantry, the'Native infantry was re-armed with the 
Martini-Henry rifle. 

Re-*rganifiUon With a view to increasing their fighting value, it was proposed in 
rd ! June 1892 to re-organise the sixteen Hindustani regiments of Native 
infantry as class regments. Experience had shown that not only 
were recruits of a better stamp attracted to class regiments, but 
that all ran Its were more happy and contented when serving with 
, men of their own race and caste; the regimental system was found 
to work more harmoniously in such corps, while etpril dc €&rp$ was 
fostered and a healthy spirit of rivalry between regiment and regi¬ 
ment engendered. This re-organisation was carried out early in 
1893, regiments in question being divided into five classes, as 
follow 

j B*ah i n j.—(Two regh»eitt«» — the 1 st ■> n d 3rd,) 

Rajputs, —fSevo n regiments,“the 2nd, 4th, 7th, Btb, nth, 13th, and iolh-J 
Musatmuns*— (Four regiflientSj—the 5th, iith, 17th, and rSth,) 

(Two rp^imcnU,—thp 6th and loth.) 
ffili men {Khas Gurkhas)*—(One raiment .—'the 9th.) 

hitijtn soidkrr During this period a new and a somewhat unique departure was 
«i^ ka * ,flsl made In the grant of permission to volunteers from the Indian Army 
to lake temporary service under the local authorities in British East 
and Central Africa. The first of these bodies of volunteers was 
given in 1891, when, at the request of the British Central Africa 
Company and with the sanction of Her Majesty's Government, a party 
of sixty native soldiers (principally Mazbi Sikhs and men of the Hyder¬ 
abad Conti age lit) were permitted to proceed to Central Africa with 
Captain Maguire, Commandant of Police there* These men did 
excellent service in Central Africa, many being killed or wounded in 
I encounters with the Arab slave hunters* Captain Maguire himself 
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felt in'one of these conflicts. Early in 1891, Captain Johnson, 36th 
Bengal Infantry, proceeded to Central Africa as successor to Captain 
Maguire* taking with him ten mare men (Sikhs) to replace casualties 
in the Central Africa Police, and in 1893 a further reinforcement of 
100 men under Lieutenant Edwards, 35th Bengal Infantry, was ur- 
nished, in the early part of 1895, two hundred Sikh volunteers 
from the native army were despatched to British Central Africa to 
relieve detachments already serving there, and in October of the 
same tear a body of three hundred Punjabi Mahometans was des- 
patched to Mombassa, for service in the British East Africa Protec¬ 
torate. 

In this connection it may here be mentioned that in *892 
Government of India raised and despatched to China, for service at 
Hong-Kong, a battalion of infantry, composed of Mabomedans of 
Upper India* as well as detachments of artillery for sendee at Hong- 
Kong, Singapore, Ceylon and Mauritius. 

In 1895, a new-medal was instituted to commemorate wars in 
India and on the frontier* in substitution of the India Medal of 
1854, which had been introduced, on the suggestion of Lord Dalhousie, 
10 avoid the multiplication of medals, and which was first issued to 
commemorate the Burmese War of 1852-53* With the exception of 
the Mutiny and the Afghan War of 1878-80, for which special 
medals were issued, this medal had been granted for every Indian 
campaign during a period of forty years, and it had, in 1895, no less 
than twenty-one clasps—some officers and native soldiers possessing 
at many as nine and ten. There was a wide-spread feeling among 
those who had earned clasp after clasp that the time had come for 
come better recognition of their services than he addition of more 
clasps to the medal already possessed by them. It was therefore 
determined, im connection with the grant of a medal for the defence 
and the relief of Chitral in 1895, that the opportunity should be 
taken to inaugurate a new India Medal, with a distinctive ribbon, and 
to grant it first to the troops who took part in those operations, which 
would thus be placed at the head of a new series of minor wars and 
expeditions for which an India Medal is granted. 

Finally, in the year 1895, there came into operation the most im¬ 
portant and far-reaching reform that had been instituted in the Armies 
of India since their formation during the early days of the rise of the 
British power in this country,— viz*, the abolition of the Presidential 
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Army System, under which the Madras and Bombay Armies had been 
maintained on a separate footing under the control of the Govern- 
me ms of those Presidencies and independent of the authority of the 
Commander-in*Chief in India, This reform had been advocated by 
many eminent officers who had devoted their attention to matters of 
military administration, as well as by the Army Organisation Com¬ 
mission assembled in 1879, The recommendations of the Army Com¬ 
mission on the subject were laid before Her Majesty's Government in 
i88i f but H was not considered expedient at that time to ask Parlia¬ 
ment to legislate on the subject, and the matter was for the time 
dropped. It was not, however, forgotten, and in 18S5, in 1888, and 
again in 1892, this important matter was brought under the notice 
of Her Majesty’s Government. On the last occasion, the proposals 
of the Government of j India, somewhat modified, found acceptance* 
and a Bill (“Madras and Bombay Armies Act, 1893—56 si 57 
Viet,, Cap, 62 ') was passed through Parliament to give effect to them. 
By this Act the offices of Commander .in-Chief* df the Armies of 
Madras and Bombay were abolished, and the Governors In Council of 
those Presidencies ceased to exercise all military control and 
authority. 

At the same time the Bengal Army was for administrative pur¬ 
poses divided into two portions which were styled respectively the 
Punjab and the Bengal Commands, 

The changes in the administration and organisation of the Army 
of India arising out of this Act were brought into effect on the ist 
I April 1895 (G. G. O. No, 980 of 1894) and were briefly as follow 
The Bengal Army was organised as the Bengal and Punjab Com¬ 
mands,—the Army of India consisting of the Punjab, Bengal, Madras 
and Bombay Commands, each under a Lieutenant-General styled 
1 the Lieutenant-General Command tug the Forces, Punjab, Bengal, 
Madras and Bombay, respectively, and all under the direct com¬ 
mand of the Commander-in-Chief in India and the control of the 
; Government of India. 

Details as to the powers of the Lieutenant-Generals Command- 
i ing, the conduct of business till then transacted by the Military 
! Department of the Governments of Madras and Bombay, the dis- 
j tribution of the district commands, and the com position of the several 
! forces in each command, etc., etc,, were published in G. G. 0 , 
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Nbv^Si ydated 26 th October r 894, Clause No. 143 India Army- 
fCirculars of 1894, and G, O. C- C. No, 1061, dated 26th October 
*1894. 

The details of most of these several matters need not be entered 
upon here: it will suffice to mention that the forces lately com¬ 
posing the Bengal Army were divided between the two Commands 


in the manner following:— 

Punjab Command *—The gth, loth and nth Bengal Lancers; the 12th Bengal 
Cavalry; the 13 th and 15th Bengal Lancers; the 16th and ryth Bengal 
Cavalry ; the i$th and igth Bengal lancers ; the I4th t 15th., igth, 20th, 
3r*t, 32nd* 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, a?th, 25 th, 29th, anthilist, 3*[td, 33 rd, 
34th, 35th, 3t>th, 37th, ^Sth, 40U1 and 45 th Bengal Infantry ; the ist and 
4th Gurkha Rife a.id the whole of the Punjab Frontier Force, consisting 
of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Punjab Cavalry ; the Corps of Guides ; Nos. i, 
2, 3 and 4 Mountain Batteries and the Punjab Garrison battery ; the ist, 
and, 3rd and 4th Sikh Infantry; the tst, and, 4th, 5th and 6th Punjab 
Infantry; and the 5th Gurkha Rifles, 

Bengal Commands 1st Bengal Cavalry; 2nd Bengal Lancers; 3rd, 4th, gth, 
6th, ythandSth Bengal Cavalry; 14th Bengal Lancers; Nns, 7 and 8 
Mountain Batteries; ihe Corps; of Bengal Sapper* and Miners; the 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, gth, 6th, 7th, Bth, gth, loth, nth, 12th, 13th, iGth, i;tb, 18th, 
39th* 42 nd, 43rd and 44th Bengal Infantry; and the and and 3rd Gmkh* 
Rifles. 


The introduction of this great change in the administration and 
organisation of the Indian Army presents a point at which this brief 
sketch of the rise and progress of the Bengal Army may fittingly be 
brought to a conclusion. It marks the disappearance of that Army 
as a separate and homogeneous entity, and brings to an end the 
glorious record of its achievements, a record which begins with 
Plassey and closes only with the consolidation of the British Indian 
Empire. The unhappy episode of the Mutiny darkens its history, 
hut the long roll of its victories and conquests effaces that sad 
chapter, and we can never forget how great a part the old Bengal 
Army has played in the extension of the British Empire, and in the 
tame of its arms. For nearly a century and a half it has borne 
ah honourable part in all our campaigns from the Nile to the Great 
all of China, and has helped to carry our victorious standards to 
Kabul and Mandalay, to Cairo and Pekin. The story of the Bengal 
Army is ended ' but it leaves to its successors a great tradition and an 
inspiring example. 









J&pologicai List of the Corps of the Bengal Army, showing particulars of their origin 

and their subsequent history, 

A—Infantry. 



•m 


Date 

of raising. 

Where raised. 

First Commandant. 

Original number and 1 
native name. 

Remarks. 

Present name or 
date of disbandment. 

Jan.1757 . 

Calcutta 

: _ ’! 

tst Battalion “ Lat 
Foltan after- 

wards Giltis-ki- 
Faitan. 

Became the 9th Battalion in 1764* 
the r6th in 1775* the icth Regi¬ 
ment in 1781, the 17th in 1784, 
the 17th Battalion m j ]S 6 , the 
2nd Battalion 12th Regiment in 
1796, and the iat Regiment in 1824. 

Mutinied at Cawn- 
porein 1857. 

Aug. >i 

„ * 


and battalion 

Destroyed at Patna 
tn 17&3. 

1758 

Patna < 


3 rd 


Destroyed at Patna 
in 1763. 

Sep* jj 

Chittagong * 

Capt Hugh Grant . 

4th Battalion — 

Gran d»ki*Pal ta n . 

Became the 3rd Battalion in 1764, 
the 2nd in 1775* the 2nd Bombay 
Battalion in 1781, the and Bengal 
Regiment in 1784* the and Batta¬ 
lion in 7786* the 1st Battalion 
and Regiment in 1796, th§ 5th 
Regiment in 1824- 

Mutinied at Urn- 
balla In >857, 

[ 

Otc, , t 


Lt, George Wilson . 

5th Battalion— Wil* 

sr.n-H'Paltan* 

Destroyed at Patna 

in 1763* 

1761 

i 

l 

Patna . 

Capt* Giles Stibbert 

6th Battalion—yata- 
ittr-H+Paltcm. 

Became the 1st Battalion in 1764, 
the Sthm 1775, the and Regi¬ 
ment b 17ST, the 8th m 1784* 
the 3 th Battalion in 17867 the 1st 
Battalion 8th Regiment in 1796, 
andfche 9th Regiment in 5824. 

Mutinied at Aligarh 
in 1857* 


04 


efngal native armv. 































'krone logical List of the Corps ef the Bengal Army, showing particulars of their origin, 
und their subsequent history— continued* 

A.—-Infantry— continued. 


Date 

of raising . 

Where raised. 

First Commandant, 

Original cumber and 
native name. 

Dec. 1761 * 

Chittagong * 

Lt, J. Matthews 

7 *h Battalion— Mat- 
t hews-Jki - Pali an. 

1762 

Rurdwan 

Gapt, L. Mac Lean , 

8th Battalion— Burd- 
Ttan-ki-Paltan. 

j ?63 

M 

Capt. Smith , . ! 

9th Battalion —Chain 
Bu rd a?a n-ki-Pal- 
tan. 

1 

w 

Midnapore * 

Lieut. A, Swinton * 

l ot h—Soatteen-Sii- 
Pali an. 


Chittagong , 

Lieuti L. Brown 

nth Battalion 


Remarks. 


Present name or 
date of disbandment. 


Became the 15th Battalion in 1764, 
the ioth in 1775, and the 4th 

Regiment iniyS^ 

Became the slid Battalion in 17G4, 
the tstm ijj5, the 1st Bombay 
Battalion in 1781, the 1st Ben- 

S al Regiment in j; 34 * the Sth 
attaiion in i/Se, the 1st Bat¬ 
talion 1st Regiment in 1796, acid 
the and Regiment in 1824, 

B came the 8th Battalion in 1764, 
the 9th in 1775, the 3rd Regi* 
meet in 1781, the 9th Regiment 
in 1784, the 9th Battalion in 1786, 
the sst Battalion 9th Regiment in 
1796, and the 8th Regiment in ■ 
1834, 

JrtginaRy a local corps; became 
the 13th Battalion in 1764, the 
Cth in 1775, the 6th Bombay 
Battalion in 1781, the 6th Ren> 
sat Regimes* hi 1784, the 6th | 
Battalion in i;S6 t the 1st Batta- j 
lion 6th Regiment in 1796, and the 
3 rd Regiment in 1S24. 

A local corps; became the 7th 
Battalion in 1764; was made a 
local corps at Chittagong in 1775 


Distended for mutiny 
in 1784, 

Disbanded at Bar¬ 
rack porc.iii IS59, for 
having exhibited 

disaffection in 1857, 


Mutinied at Di nap ore 
in 1S57. 


Mutinied at .Philtour 
in 1857, 


Disbanded in 1786- 
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Calcutta 


Murshidabad 


12th Battalion— 7 'etr* 
be.m&ki-Paltan ; 
afterwards Dutfal* 
hi-Palt an. 


Capt, R. Campbell. 


13 th Battalion— : 
G cnven^ki-Pa l tan. 


Oct, „ 


Midnapore 


j * 


Monghyr 


Capt, G. fronts * | 


14th Battalion— 
Ra nseet-ki-Paltan. 


Clpt. j* White 


r$th Battalion- 
H&U-ki-Palfan. 


m 

Mid n a pore . 

f r 

Capt. S, Hampton . 16th Battalion— 


j Bailan-ki-Paltan. 


Burdwan 

Capt T. Witohcot p 1 t;th Battalion*— 


1 

1 Burra Crawford- 
! kt-Pattan. 

'•1 : 


Became the 6th Battal i n in 1764, 
the j^th in 1775, the t*fch Regi- 
tnetitin 1781, the 16th in 17% 
the i6th Battalion in i}& 6 , the 2nd 
Battalion 7th Regiment in 1796, 
and the 10th Regiment in *824, 
Became the 4th Battalion in 1764, 
the 3rd in 1775, the 1st Regi¬ 
ment in 178 i t the 3rd in 1784, 
the 3rd Battalion in 17S6* the 1st 
Battalion 3rd Regiment in 1796, 
and the 6th Regiment in 1524, 
Became the iotb Battalion in 
1764, the 5th in 1775, the 5U1 
Bombay Battalion in 1781* the 
5th Bengal Regiment in 1784, 
the 5th Battalion in 17BG, the 1st 
Battalion 5th Regiment in 179^ 
and the nth Regiment in 1824, 
Became the 12th Battalion in 
!?64 j the 18th in 1775, the 12th 
Regiment in 1781* the rath Bafc- 
t&tiaotn 11786, the :st Battalion 
12th Regiment in 1796, and the 
12th Regiment in 1824* 

Became the 14th Battalion in 
1764, the 19th in 17 75 * the 13th 
Regiment in 1781, the 13th Batta¬ 
lion in 1786, the 2nd Battalion 
*st Regiment in 1796, and the 
4th Regiment in 1824. 

Became the 5th Battalion in 1764, 
the 4th in 1775* the 4th Bombay 
Battalion in 1 ; 5 j, the 4th Ben¬ 
gal Regiment in 1784, t ho 4 th 
Battalion in 1 ^86, the 1st Batta¬ 
lion 4 th Regiment in 1796, amj 
the ?th Regiment in 1834, 


Mutinied at Fateh- 
gath in 1857* 


Mutinied at Allah¬ 
abad in 1857, 


Mutinied at Meerut 
10 1S57. 


Mutinied at Now- 
gong and Jhansi 

in 1857, 


Disbanded ip 1861. 


Mutinied at Dinapore 
in 1857. 



LrJ 

<-n 


Bengal native army. 























hronological List of the Corps of the Bengal Army, showing particulars o f their origin, 
and their subsequent history*- continued. 

A,—Infantry— continued. 



Dftfe 

of raising. 

Where raised* 

Fit st Commandant. 

Original number and 
native name. 

Re marks. 

Present name or 
date of disbandment. 

>764 

Murshidabad 

Capt T, Goddard . 

i Sth Battalion-* 

Qa ur u d* ki*Palt a ti 

Became the 17th Battalion the 
same year* the 7th In 1775, the 
7th Bombay Battalion in 1781, 
the Jth Bengal Regiment in 1784. 
the Battalion in 1786, the ik£ 

Battalion 7th Regiment in 17963 
and the 13th Regiment in 1824. 

Mutinied at Luck¬ 
now in 1857. 

Mar. 1764 

H * 

* 

Capt. A* Dow 

19th. Battalion— D jo* 
i i'Paltan. 

Became the iSth Battalion in 1764, 
the (2th in 1775J the 6th Regi¬ 
ment in 17S1, the nth in 1784, 
the nth Battalion in 17S6, the 1st 
Battalion nth Regiment in J 796, 
and the 15th Regiment in tS 24 - 

Mutinied at Nnsseer- 
abad in 1857. 

H 

JeHasore 

Capt. J. Scotland - 

20th Battalion— 

Escotttn - ki*Palia n. 

Became the 16th Battalion in 1764, 
the nth in 1775* the $ta Regi¬ 
ment in 1781, the loth in 1784, 
the loth Battalion in 1786, the 1st 
Battalion loth Regiment in 1796, 
and the 14th Regiment in 1824. 

Mutinied at j&elum 
in 1857* 

M 

Patna . 

CapL j. Morgan * 

21st Battalion - 

Morg an-ki’Paltan* 

Became the nth Battalion in 1764* 
th 17th in i7753theiitb Regi¬ 
ment in 1781, the 18th in 17S4, 
and the 18th Battalion in 1780, 

Incorporated in the 
twt.‘ battalions of 
the 10th Regiment 
in 1796. 
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Calcutta * 

Dipt, D, Ki 

19 th Battalion 

Became the 20th in 1775 

Disbanded for mutiny 

In 1780* and most of 
the men distributed 
amongst the regi¬ 
ments which 

marched to Madras 
in 1781. 

AliaVahad * 

Capt, D. Scott . 

acth Battalion— 

H usain i»ki-Paiia ju 

Became the 13th Battalion in 1775, 
the 7th Regiment in jj8i, the 
14th in 17&4, the 14th Battalion 
in 1786, the jnd Battalion loth 
Regiment in 1796, and the 16th 
Regiment in 1824. 

Disbanded in 1857 
for disaffection. 

Bankipore * 

Colonel Sic Robert 
Barker, 

tiat Battalion— 

Barka t*k 1 -PaIt a «. 

Became the i,|ih Regiment in 1781, 
the 1 nth in 1784, the loth Batta¬ 
lion in 1786, the 2nd Battalion 
nth Regiment in 1796* and the 
17th Regiment m 1824. 

Mutinied at Azam* 
garh ia 1857. 



! land Battalion (Par- 
gan nah or Provin- 
j cial). 


Disbanded in 1773. 

«* 


23rd Battalion (Far- 
g-nnah or Provin¬ 
cial). 


Ditto. 

**’ 


*4*h Battalion (Ram- 
garh; Pargannah 
j or Provincial). 

Became the 14th Battalion in 

1775 * the 8t h Regiment in 1781, 
the 15th in 1784, and the 15 th 
Battalion in 1786. 

Disbanded for mutiny 

in 1795, 

- 


35 th Battalion (Far* 
gannah or Provin¬ 
cial). 


Disbanded in 1773. 
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List of the Corps of the Bengal Army , showing particulars 
and their subsequent History— continued* 


of their origin, 



A,—Infantry— continued * 


Date 

of racing. 

Where raised. 

Fkst Commandant. 

Original number and 
native name* 

Remarks. 

Present name or 
date ol dUbandment. 

ijte 

! 

. 

36th Battalkm (Par- 
gamah or Previn- 
rial)* 


Disbanded in 1773. 

> 

... 


27tfc Battalion (Par' 
gannah or Provin¬ 
cial). 


Ditto, 

»77<* 


.... 

22nd Battalion 

Became the i %th Regiment in 17S1 

Disbanded for metiny 
in 1784. 

-» 



23 rd Battalion— 

Rn^ki-PaLtan. 

Became the 16th Regiment in 1781, 
the 20th in 1784* the 20th Batta¬ 
lion in 17&5, the 2nd Battalion 6th 
Regiment in 1796* and the iStfi 
Regiment in 1824. 

Mutinied at Bareilly 
in 1857, 

! 

* 



24th Battalion 

Became the 17th Regiment in 17S1 

Disbanded for mutiny 
in 1784* 

>1 

Transferred 
from fchv 

Cspt* Slisert . 

33 th Battalion— 

Stuari-ki'Palton, 

Became the iSth Regiment in 1781, 
the aisfc in *784, and the 2ist 
Battiihoa in i;S6. 

Incorporated in the 
two battalions of 
the 13th Regiment 
in 1796, 


the sekvices of the 
































* 


Sfii vice of f 
the Nawab 1 
of Ondh \ 
in 1777 - 

Capt* You ag * * 

36th Battalion— 

Ung-ki-Paitai*. 

Became the 19th Regiment in 1781, 
the 22 nd in 1784, the 22nd Batts* 
lion in 17S6, the and Battalion 
3rd Regiment in T79*5> and the 
19th Regiment in 1824, 

Disbanded in 1S57 
lor mutiny. 


Capt Baillie * 

27th Battalion— 

Bailti^k UPal tan. 

38th Battalion— 

KaUi.U*Paltan> ] 

| 

Became the 20th Regiment in %?Si s 
the 33rd in 1784, the 23rd Batta¬ 
lion in f7S6 p toe and Battalion 5th 
Regiment in 1796, and the 20th 
Regiment in *824. 

Became the 2ist Regiment in i-ySi, 
the 27th in 1784* and the 27th 
Battalion in 1786, 

Mutinied at Meerut 
in 1857* 

Incorporated in the 
two battalions of the 
3rd Regiment in 
1796* 


Cant, Landes - 

2uth Battalion*- 

i LsndtgjfrPaUan. 

Became the 32nd Regiment in 1781 * 
the 28th in 178% and the 28th 
Battalion in 17S6. 

incorporated in the 
two battalions of the 
2nd Regiment in 
* 796 * 


! Ca.pt* T* Naylor 

30th Battalion—; 

Netiwar- ki~PaU 

I tan. 

Became the 23rd Regiment in 1781, 
the 29th in 1784, ttiesgth Batta* 
lion in 1786, the Battalion gth 

Regiment in 1790. thezitt Regi¬ 
ment in 1824, and the 1st in iS6j * 

lit (Brahmin) Bengal 
infantry. 

Cawnpore 

1 A 

* 

* Capt. C, Marsaefc * 

31st Battalion— Kii- 
fiatriei-ki-Patian. 

Became the 34th Regiment in 1781 
and the 24th Battalion in 3786. 

. Incorporated In the 
two battalions of the 
7th Regiment in 
1796. 

Cawnpore 

Capt* C* Bodies 

52nd Battalion— 

Bilt-ki-Faliari* 

Became the 35th Regiment in 
1781* the 25 th Battalion in *786, 
the 2nd Battalion 2nd Regiment 
in r 796, and the 22nd Regiment 
in 1824* 

Mutinied at Fyta- 
had in 1857- 


to 

o 
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A Chronological List of the Corps of the Bengal Army , showing particulars of their origin i 

and their subsequent history— continued. 


A.—Inf A NT r y —co ntinu ed * 


Dite 

of raising* 

Where raised* 

First Commandant. 

Original number and 
native name. 

Remarks. 

Present name or 
date of disbandment. 

177S * 

; Caw&porc 

C&pt. J, Bym 

33rd Battalion—* 

Ba ra H-ti -Pal t a n 
or Dhobi'ki'Piii- 
tan . 

Became the ;6th Regiment in 17B4 
and the zoth Battalion in 1786. 

Incorporated in the 
two battalions of the 
nth Regiment in 
> 796 - 

*» 

Hamgarh 

Capt. j. Crawford 
(junior). 

Ramgarh Light In* 
fan try —Chat a 

Cra wfard- ki-Pat¬ 
tern. 

Enrolled among the line battalions 
as the 31st in l?$6j became the 
2nd Battalion 4th Regiment in 

1796, and the 23rd Regiment m 

1824, 

Mutmsed at IVf how in 
1857- 

ym . 

Benares 

Capt* William Davis 

34th Battalion— 

Dahi-ki-Polta?i, 

Became the 27th Regiment in 
tyBi* the 30th in 1784* the 30th 
Battalion in *?£6, the 2nd Batta¬ 
lion 8lb Regiment in 1796, and 
the aath Regiment in 1S24. 

Disbanded for dis¬ 
affection in 1657. 


it * 

Capt. M* Crawford* 

35th Battalion 

Became Che *Sth Regiment in 
1781* and the 31st in 17S4. 

Disbanded in 17 $ 3 * 

- 

w 

Capt. J. MacGowan 

3&th „ 

Became the ?gth Regiment in 1781* 
and the 32nd in 17S4. 

Ditto. 


J" * 

Capt* W, Roberts * 

37 th 

Became the 30th RegimentJn 1784 j 
and the 33rd in 1784. 

Ditto. 

*» 

It 

Capt* T. Nicholl * ; 

3Sth 

Became the list Regiment in i/Sl, 
and the 34th in r 7^4. 

Became the 330Q Regiment in 
17S1, and the 35th in 17S4. 

Ditto* 

n 

It 

Capt. R« Button * 

39th 11 * 

Ditto. 


44 ° the services of the 


















ij *‘V%. 11 

\ 

Capt. W. Cldc 

40th Battalion 

\S )! 

. 



» 


Gapt. W, MacCiary 

4*st „ 

11 

•«* 

Capt. VV. Bruce 

4and „ 

Jan. i jSi . 

Berhatnpore , 

Gapt. J. Fullarton * 

36th Regiment 

M*y 1786 . 

*■* 

...... 

3inrf Battalion 

3jrd 

34th „ 

35th 

3&h », 

July 179; . 

Calcutta 

Capt. R, Hamilton . 

Marine Battalion—* 
Murri# m-ki* Pal¬ 
in*. 

ff 

N*v. 1795 . 

ir * 

Capt. H, F. Calrraft 

Capt. Udovic Grant 

Calcutta Native Mi* 
lltia—CtMfar-it- 
Paltan* 

37th Battalion 


This baits lion and the two follow- 
ing were formed of sepoy drafts, 
and were originally intended to 
reinforce General Lroddard's de¬ 
tachment In the west of India. 
Became the 33rd Regiment in 
i;Si. 

Became the 34th Regiment in tjSr. 


Became the 35th Regim cot in 1781, 

Became the 35th Regiment on tho 
disbandment of the above in 1782, 


} These five battalions were formed 
i of drafts from four e listing regi- 
> meats, and heoc^ were known 
i popularly as the “ Chan-Yari n 
) or 14 Four Friends/' 


Raised for service on the Eastern 
Coast oi the Bay of Bengal and 
in the Islands ; brought into the 
line as the ist Battalion ioth 
Regiment in 1803; became the 
25th Regiment b 1824* 

See Appendix If * 


Captain Grant was commandant of 
the 13th, and on the mutiny of 
that corps h* was ordered to 
raise another regiment to replace 
it 


Reduced in 1784, on 
the return of the 
Bombay detach¬ 
ment. 


Reduced in 1784, on 
the return of the 
Bombay detach¬ 
ment. 

Lisbanded in 1782 
for mutiny. 

Disbanded m 1784, 
on the return of the 
Bombay detach¬ 
ment. 

In 1796 these five 
corps were incor¬ 
porated with the 
two battalions re¬ 
spectively of the 
1st, 8th, gth, 5U1 
and 6th Regiments. 

Disbanded in 1859, 
for having exhibited 
disaffection in 1857, 



Now the 18th (Musal- 
man) Bengal In¬ 
fantry. 

Incorporated te the 
two battalions of 
the 4th Regiment 
m 1796. 
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Chronological List of the Corps of the Bengal Army t showing particulars of their origin 
and their subsequent history —continued. 

A,-—IN F ANTE V — continued , 


<SL 




Date 

af raising;* 

Where raised. 

First Commandant, 

Original number and 
native name. 

Remarks, 

Present name or 
date of disbandment. 

Nov, 179? . 

Benares 

Col. G. Russell 

13th Regiment, 1st 
Battalion ■— Port - 
ki-Pal tan ■ 2nd 

Battalion — Mart- 
deei^ki-Paltan, 

Became in 1824 the 26th and 27th 
Regiments. 

The 26th matin led 
at Meean Meer in 
T857, and the 37th 
was disbanded, far 
disaffection the 

H 

Dtaapora 

Col, T. Nicholl 

M*h Regiment, rst 
Battalion - Stup- 
par-kPPaltaq; 2nd 
Battalion— CaUan- 
jan'ki-Paitan. 

Became in 1824 the aSth and 29th 
R cements. 

same year. 

Both mutinied in 

1 $57 j “the 28th at 
Shahjahanpur, and 
the 29th at Morada. 

bad. 

179^ * 

j Buxai . 1 

iSasscnm . 

J-Col, J. Macdonald 

i$tb Regiment, 1st 
Battalion — Mao* 
<foorc-j£i - Palian; 
and Battalion— 
Broon-kuPaUan* 

Became in 1824 the 30th and 31st 
Regiments, 

The 30 th mutinied at 

Nusseerabad in 

i&57i the 31st is 
now the 2nd (Raj¬ 
put) Bengal Infan¬ 


f Jatrnpur 
(Baragaon , 



I 

try. (Sec Appendix 

Nov. r;*>S , 

J-CoL FL Lucas . 

16th Regiment, fst 
Battalion — Gut - 
it£g*k.i'P > olta n j 

Became the 32nd and 33rd Rcgi- i 

If,) 

Now the 3 rd (Brah¬ 




mentsirt J824, See Appendix i|, j 

min) and 4th {Raj¬ 



: 

2nd Battalion— 


put) Bengal la fan- 




Hitt iard - ki-Pat¬ 


try. 



i 

ten, 


V 
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May 1&02 


July iSoj 


»j 

Nov.(S03 


fe,„ ■.( 

j- Col, Sr Palmer • 

17th Redmeutr ist 
Battalion — Brad- 
thaw-ki-PaUan / 

2nd Battalion— 
Nok€*ki~PaUnn* 

Became in 1834 the 341b and 35th 

Regiments* 

The 34th mutinied in 
1844 j the 35th w*t 
disbanded in 1S57* 
for disaffection. 

*** 


18th Regiment# :st 
Battalion — Mar* 
kum-ki-Palivn ; 

2nd Battalion— 
Barr at- ki-Paltca, 

19th Regiment , tst 
Battalion — TiiUe- 
lee-ki-Paltan ; 2nd 
Battalion— Burrat- 
ki-Faitan* 

1 Formed of drafts from existing re- 
\ glments Lor service in Mysore; 

\ brought into the line cm their re* 
/ t urn, and became in s $?4 the 
( 36th, 37tl r 3Sth 3 and 39th Reg 1- 
j ments. 

The 36 th, 37th, and 
38th mutinied at 
JuUundnr, Benares 
and Delhi in 185^; 
tht; 39th was dis¬ 
banded, for disaftec* 
tion, the same year. 

Calcutta 

Lieut.-CoKR- HamiU 
too* 

2nd Battalion, Ma¬ 
rine Regiment-- 
HamatUen-ki* 
Paltan. * ; 

Became the rst Battalion 2©th 
Regiment in* 1803# and the 40th 
Regiment in 1824. 

Mutinied at Dina* 
pore In 1857. 

f Fateh garb 
\ Cawnporc. 

;} . 

j 

1 J 

2 i*fc Regiment* 1 st 
Battalion— Dosbye* 
k^Puitan i 2nd 
Battalion—Jan- 
sahd&P&ttan* 

\ 

[ Became in 1824 the 41st and 42nd 
Regiments. 

f 

The 41st mutinied at 
Sitapur in i^S 7 ; j 
the 42nd is now the 

5th (Mus&lman) l 
Bengal Infantry. : 
(See Appendix 1 LJ 1 

- Ailihafcad . 

I 

Ca'pt. Thomas Wood 

Pioneers 

See Appendix U * 

Incorporated with the 
Sappers and Min- ; 

Fatchgarb . 


22nd Regiment— 

Kyn**ki~PaUan 

Became in 1824 the 43 ^ and 44 th 
Regiments* 

ers r 

The 43rd is now the 
6th tJatJ Bengal 
infantry; the44th 
mutinied at Agra 
in i 8 S 7 * 


f 
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Chromohcai List of the Corps of the Bengal Army , showing particulars of their origin 
and thetr subsequent history —continued* * ’ 


A*— Infantry— continued . 


Date 

•f raising. 

I 

Where raised. 

First Commandant, 

Original number and 
native name. 

1 

Kh; MARKS. 

fcJuv. 1803 „ 

Cawnpore 


33 rd Regiment— 
M u rreero^H*Pcl- 
tan. 

B £ ca, ? e in :S *4 t hc 45 th and 46th 
Regiments. 

Oct 1004 . 

*$ 

« « 

Fatehgarh * 


24th Regiment, i&t 
Battalion—Cra unt¬ 
il-Pa I tan ; 2nd 

Battalion-.*^- 
itts-ki-Paltan, 

25th Regiment, 1st 
Battal ion— RavU- 
ki-Paltan; '2nd 
Battalion— Crist- 
teen-ki-Paitan. 

i 

Became in 1834 the 47th and 48th 
Rsgjmente, 

Became in 1824 the 49th and 50th 
Regime nts. 


Cawnpore , 


36th Regiment, 1st 
Battalion—Ztooia- 
ran-ki-Pttiian ; 
and Battalion— 
Hindree-H* PxL 

tan, 

2?th Regiment, 1st 
Battalion— Castor- 
ki-Puhan; 2nd 

Bat tn l ion — Ma- 

pen-ki-Paitan, 

Became in 1S24 the 51ft and 52nd 
Regiments, 

rt 

Fateh garh . 


Became in 1S34 the 53rd and 54th 
Regiments. 


Present name nr 
date n£ disbandment. 


The 49th was dis¬ 
banded at Lahore 
in rS 5 ; t foi disaffec¬ 
tion; the 50th muti¬ 
nied at Nagode 
the same year. 

Both mutinied ;n 
1^57, the s;&i at 
Peshawar atm the 

Sand at jubbuJpore. 


Both mutinied in 
JS57, the 5^fd at 
Caw n^ore and the 
54th at Deihi, 


Both mutinied ia 
i$S7, the 45 th at 
Ferorepore, and the 
46 th at Sialkot, 


The 47th mutinied at 
Barrackpore in 

1324 , and the 48 th 
at Lucknow in 1857 * ■ 
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Apr* iBis 


May 1817 

Mar. jBiS 


Cawnpore 


( Fateh garh 
( Be flare* 


] Dina pore 
IButar 


Sabathu 

*i * 

Nah&n 

Ktimaon 

Cuttack * 

Benares 

Cawnpore * 


fCapL 


1 2%h Raiment, 1st i Becamr in 1834 the 55th and sGtb 
and 2nd Battalions! Regiments* 

—Och £$r lony^M- j 

Patton. {Ins 2nd l 
Battalion was also j 
called I^amhtih>n- 
ki-Paitan*} 

*9th Regiment, 1st 
Ba Italic n— Moira ♦ 
ki-Pahtan ; and 
BattaJ ion—ilrs/t- 
tshwar-ki-Palian. 


F. Andre* 


Lieut* R. Ross 


Li*at. j MacHarg 
Lieut* F* Young * 

Lieut. Sir R. 

Colquhotm* 

CapL S. Fraser 

Major W. H. Wood 

Capt. T. C, Watson 


30th Regiment, 1st 
Battalion, —Lukin r- 
ki^PaLan - and 
Battalion— Karta r* 
ki-Pjltan. 

i»t Nasseri Battalion 


ind f ) « 
Sirmur Battalion 

Kumaon Battalion 

Cuttack Legion 
Infantry Levy 


Became in 1S24 the 57th and jSth 

Regiments* 


Became in 1S24 the 59th and 6cth 
Regiments. 


See Appendix tl 


See Appends 11 


Brought into the line as the 1st 
Battalion 31st In 1S23; became 
the 61st Regiment in 1824. 

Brought into the line as the 2nd 
Battalion 31st rn 1823; became 
the 63 nd Regimenfc in 1824. _ 


Both mu ti mail 

i8s7i the 55th - 
Hoti-Mardan, and 
the 56th at Caivfl 

pore. 


:<Sl. 


The S/th mutinied at 
For one pore in I &57 ; 

the 58th vi 3 S dls* 
banded io 1861, 

Thesofch is now the 
8th (R^jpui'i Bengal 
Infantry. (See Ap¬ 
pendix II.) The 
60th mutinied at 
Rhotak in 1857, 
Now the 1st Batta¬ 
lion, ist Gurkha 
Rifles. 

Disbanded in 1S29. 

Now the jst Batta¬ 
lion, 2nd Gurkha 

Rides* 

Now the 1st Batta¬ 
lion, 3rd Gurkha 
Rifles. 

Now the 42nd 
Gurkha R J ftes. 
Mutinied at jidluo- 
dur in 185;. 

Mutinied at Mooltan 

m 1858. 
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A Chronological List of the Corps of the Bengal Army, showing particulars of their origin. 

and their subsequent history— continued. 

A.— INFANTRY— continued. 




Date of 
raising. 

'Whtte raised. 

First Commandant. 

Original number and 
native name* 

Remarks. 

Mar. 1818 . 

Katehgarh , 

Major T, 1* Smith , 

Infantry Levy 

See Appendix II. 

Feb. tfcip „ 

Muttra * 

Allahabad * 

Capt, P. C, Gilman 

Major T. Anbury * 

i Qian try Levy —Haw 
riaih-ki'Pa.Uan* 

Sappers ami Miners 

Brought into the line as the 2nd 
Battalion 32nd in 18/3- became 
the 64th Regiment in 1824. 

See Appendix II * * , f 

fnne sSaj . 

1 Dinapore . 
fCawnporn . 

} .... 

33rd Regiment 

Became the 65th and 66th Regi¬ 
ments in 1824* 

Jan* 1823 . 

Benares 


34th Regiment , 

Became in 1S24 the 67th and 68th 
Regiments. 

Nov. 1824 - 

n - 

Lieut.-Cd. J* Black- 

63th tf • 

) f 

*» 

Sylhct * 

ney* 

Capt, P. Dudgeon . 

Sylhet Local Batta¬ 
lion 

1 st Extra Regiment; 

»i n *] 

i-See Appendix II , f 3 

May i 32S * 

H 

Fatchgarh , 

Cawapore . 

Lieut .^Cob C. S. 
Fagao. 

Major Simpson 

/ ^ 
Became the 69th Regiment in 
August 1828. 

See Appendix It , 

* 


Present name or date 
of disbandment* 


Now the 9th (Gurkha.) 
Bengal Infantry* 

Mutinied at Kesha- 
war in 1S57, 

The Corps of Sappers 
and Miners. 

The 65th is now the 
loth fjat) Bengal 
Infantry* The 66th 
was disbanded for 
mutiny at Govtnd- 
garh, Amritsar, in 
1S50. 

Both mutinied in 
iS57; the 67th at 
Agra and the 6$th 
at Bareilly* 

Now the 7th (Raj¬ 
put) Bengal Infantry. 

Now 4* th Gur¬ 
kha Rifles* 

Mutinied at Mooftan 

in 185$, 

nth (Rajput) Bengal 
Infantry* 


o\ 
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Ms in purl * 

Major S. P, Bishop. 

3rd JP „ 

Became the 71st Regiment in i8a3 

Allahabad * 

Major E* F> Waters 

4*h ,, ir , 

Became the 72nd Regiment to 182S 

Benares . 1 

1 Lieut.-Col. Short . 
Lieut.-Cot Alexander 

1 

sfh »i u * 1 

Became the 73rd Regiment in 1S2S 
Became the 74th Regiment in 1S2B 

Diuapore 

®*h » ** 

Alexandtr-kt* 
Faitdn* 


Mutinied at Lucknow j 

in 1S57* 

M quoted at Necmuv.li 1 

in 1357. 

Disbanded tn 1861, 

Mutinied at Delhi 

in 1857* 


Sl 


NOTR*—Six other extra regiments of infantry were raised at the same ti«re, but were never fuUy officered and were reduced 
in the following year. 


Apr. 1835 - 

Assam 

CapL W, Slmonds , 

Assam S e b u n d y ! 
Cocos* 

Shckhawati Contin¬ 
gent 

1 ( 

Now the 43rd Gur¬ 
kha Rides. 

i*J 5 

Shekbawat ■ 

Lfeut. H. Forster * 

(See Appendix 11 . . i 

Now the 13th (Rajput) 
Bengal In fan try. 
Now the 12th (MtisaL 
man) Bengal Infantry, 

Oct, 1838 , 

Ludhiana 

Cap!. W. F. Beat* 

SOB. 

3rd Infantry* Shah j 
Sh u jVa Con ti nge&t. 1 

) 1 ; 

i* 



Ruftdelkhand Legion 

Brought into the line as the 34th 
Native Infantry m July 1846* 

Three companies 

mutinied at Chitta¬ 
gong in 1857 : seven 
companies disband¬ 
ed at Barrackpore 
the frame year for 
disaffection. 

1B43 . i 

|Tra nsferred CnpL Fitxgerald , 
from Bombay' 

Army in 1S4O 

Sindh Camel Corps* 

1 


Now the 6th Punjab 
Infantry, 

July 1846 * 

Ferojtepofe * 

CapL G, Tibbs 

1 1 

I Regiment of Fcroic- 
pore. 

Regiment of LudhL 
aea* 


Now the 14th Sikhs, 

1* 

Ludhiana 

Bt,-Major F, Gordon 

See Appendix it , , . \ 

| Now the 15th Sikhs. 

Dec, 18 46 ♦ 


. 

The Fan jab Frontier 
Brigade. 

j 1 

, Mow the ist p 2nd, 
3rd and 4th Sikh 
Infantry, and the 
Corps of Guides. 

* ' 1849 

Peshawar 1 

Capt. John Coke 

ist Punjab Infantry 

Now the 1st Punjab 
Infantry, 
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A Chronological List of ike Corps of the Bengal Army, showing par(i‘ulars of their orig-n, 

and their subsequent history— continued* 

A.— Infantry— continued. 


Date 

of rat si fig, 
s $49 


j*n. 18515 

1057 


Where raised. 


Pind Dad an 
Khan, 


Leiab , 
Lahore 


First Commandant . 


M 

H 


Lieut, J.C. Johnston 

Limit, R. Moor croft, 
Capt. H, G. Marshall 

Lt. J. E. Gastreli 

Capt. T. Rattray 


Original number and 
native name. 


and Punjab Infantry 
4th <f 


5 ^h tt 11 

1st Bengal Police 
Battalion. 

7th Punjab Infantry 
Sth 

loth 

Nth 


UP-H AfcK$, 

See Appendix 11 , 


Capt* G. N. Cave 


12th 
13th 
14! h 

15 th 


i6tb 


See Appendix ll 


See Appendix U 


See Appendix II 


(P10- See Appendix {) 
necr) 


Present name or 
) date of disbandment. 


; Now the 2nd Punjab 
Infantry, 

1 Disbanded in iSSs. 

Now the 4B1 Punjab 
/, Infantry, 

I Now the 5th Punjab 
* Infantry. 

Now the 45th Ben¬ 
gal In fan try (Sikhs), 

Now the 19th Bengal 
Infantry. 

Now the zmh Bengal 
infantry. 

Now the 21st Bengal 
Infantry. 

Disbanded in tS6i. 

Now the 22nd Ben- j 
gal Infantry. 

Disbanded in iSfit. 

New the 23rd Ben- 
J gal Infantry (Pio- 
f n sets}. 

I Now the 24th Ben- 
I gal Infantry. 
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. Madhopur 

. Cawnpor* 

. Allahabad 

Pc tonga rh 

Fatchgarh 

Malapurt 

Bareilly 

i 




Lkul. H, W, Gul¬ 

liver. 

Cot. H, Palmer 

Lieut, E, H. Laug- 
more. 

Lieut. D, Mucin tyre 


17th „ 
iSth 

15th „ 
aoth „ 
aist „ 

33 nd , r # 

D * 

Punjab Pioneers . 

Regiment of Luck¬ 
now, 

Allah ibad Levy , 

i«t Extra Gurkha 
Regiment. 

Fateh garb Levy 


M&lnpuri Levy 
Bareilly Levy 




/See Appendix U 


Became the 34th Native Infantry 

in iS6i. 


Became the 35th Native Infantry 
in 1S61. 


Became the Native Infantry 
in iSti u 


A Now the 35th Ben¬ 
gal Infantry. 

Now the abth Ben¬ 
gal 1 a fnntty* 

Now the 37th Ben- 
, gal Infantry* 

Now the 3 fith Ben¬ 
gal Infantry. 

Now the a^th Ben¬ 
gal Infantry. 

Now the 30th Ben¬ 
gal Infantry. 

Now the 31st Ben¬ 
gal Infanh y. 

Now the 32nd Ben¬ 
gal Infantry 
(Pioneers)* 

Now the iGth {Raj put) 
Bengal Infantry. 
Now the 33rd Bengal 
Infantry (Punjabi 
Mahometans). 

Now the 1st Batta¬ 
lion* 4th Gurkha 
Rifles. 

Reduced in 1 Egj, 
(Revived in iSSya* 
a regiment of Pun¬ 
jab Pioneers). 

Reduced in iSSs* 
(Revived as a Sikh 
regiment iniSS?.) 

Reduced in j$Sa. 
(Revived as a Sikh 
regiment in 1887*} 
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A Chronological List of the Corps of the Bengal Army % showing particulars of their origin, 

and their subsequent history —continued, 

A,—Infantry —concluded. 


Date of 
raising. 


im 

Feb, 1B53 

June 1 B 5 S 

» 

Aug, 135S 

Sep, 1858 
» 

Feb. mO 


Where raised, 


Meerut 


Aligarh 


Abbottaba:! 


Phillour 


First Cu3.mar.dant. i ° r ^' n ^ ““*« aod 
native name* 


Agra 


Major L. P, D, Eld 


■ i Cap t. H, F. M* BoLs- 
ragon, 

- Major J, C, fanes „ 
Lieut. G. L. Fraser* 




Shahjahanpur Capt. E. Dandndgc 

j Gwalior , j Major H. T. Mac- 
j phersoa. 

Dharrosala , Major G. W. Rogers 
Dehra Dun p Cd. S, E. Eedier . 


Apr. 188G * Fiakbh 


M*j. M. J. King- 
Hannan, 


Meerut Levy 


Aligarh Levy , 


Remarks. 


25th Punjab Infantry 


Became the 37th Native Infantrv 
in iS 5 i, 


Became 39th Native Infantry in 
! 1S61. Reconstituted as a Garh- 

I wall Regiment in i8£©. See Ap¬ 
pendix 1 L 


w See Appendix H 


Loyal Purbia Regi- 
msa,fc. 

Agra Levy 

Shabjahanput Levy 

rst Gwalior Regiment; Became the «ist Bengal Native In 
. _ fantry in 1S61, 

2 nd Battalion* 1 st , * 

Gti rk ha Regime nt . j 


2nd Battalion, 2nd 
Gurkha Regiment. 
2nd Battalion 4th 
Gurkha Regiment. 


►Sec Appendix II 


Present name or date 
of disbandment. 


Reduced in i BSfa. 
(Revived as a Do- 
gra resriment in 
1SS7.} 

Now the jgf h Bengal 

Infantry. 


Now the 1 st Batta¬ 
lion, 5th Gurkha 
Rifles, 

Now the jylb (Musaf- 
man) Ben gal Infantry, 
Now the 38th Ben¬ 
gal Infantry (Do- 
k SfrxS. J 

Now the 40th Bengal 
Infantry (Pathans), 
Reduced in 1682. 

and Battalion, 1st 
Gurkha Rifles, 
and Battalion, 2nd 
Gurkha Rifles, 
and Battalion, 4th 
Gurkha Rifles. 


o 
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Abboltabad . 


Maj. E, Molloy . 


Me*an Meer, 
Feroiep^r* . 
JJIundur 
SiaJkot . • 


Ctf, A, C. W. 

Ociokshank- 
Lt.-Col, 0 . W. Inglis 

LL-CoL J. Cook . 

Lt-Col, V, Rivas , 


u 

Dec. 1S90 


Almora 

Lansdowne 


UeuL-CoL E- P- 

Mainwarmg. 

Major H, D* Hutch¬ 
inson. 


and B&ttauurt, 5th 
Gurkha Regiment. 
34th Bengal Infantry 
(Pioneers). 

35th Bengal Infantry 
(Sikhs). 

36th Bengal Infantry 
(Sikhs). 

37th Bengal I nfantry 

(Dogras u 

and Battalion* 3rd 
Gurkha Regiment 
and Battalion* 3rd 
Gurkha Regiment. 


t 

See Appendix 11 


and Battalion* 5th 
Gurkha R iff vs. 

34th Bengal infantry 
(Pioneers). 

35th Bengal Infantry 

(Sikhs 1. 

36th Bengal Infantry 
• \ (Sikhs) . 

37-th Bengal Infantry 
(Dobras). 

39th Bengal Infantry 
(Gsrhwal Rifles). 

□ltd Battalion* 3rd 
Gurkha Rides. 


B. —Cavalry. 


July 1760 * 

Patna 

SardamMirsa Shah- 

Ui Khan and ! 
Khan Tar Beg. 

Moghal Horse 

■773 

Calcutta 

Major S, Toonc 

Governor Central 1 ® 
Body Guard* 

* 77 * 

Gudh , 

* 

Two regiments raked 
by the Nawah of 
Ou dll. 

1777 

u 

O 


*«*■«* 

yd Regiment. (Rais- 
" ed to form with the 
above a Cavalry 
Brigade). 

w 

1 




Two troops officered entirely by 
natives. Increased to i.noo men 
in 1764. Reduced to three ris- 
alahs of 100 men each in August 
1765. 

Has varied in strength from time to 
time* but existed continuously to 
the present time* (See Appen¬ 
dix II.) 

Transferred to the Company 
in 1777 * 


Served in General Goddard*s ex- 
p- dttkm to Bombay; was reduc¬ 
ed to a troop of 7$ men in 
J7$0; converted bto a regular 
corps m June t 796 * f and became 
the 1st Bengal LigbE Cavalry. 


Disbanded in 177a* 


Now thu Governor* 

General's Body- 
Guard, 

Disbanded in May 

17S3. 


Mutinied at Mho ft 
in 1^57* 


§L 
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Chronological List of ike Corps of the Bengal Army y showing particulars of their origin 3 
and their subsequent history —continued* 

B.—Cavalry— continued. 


Date of 
raising. 


' 7?3 

> 75 $ 

m? 

iSoo 

*803. 


Where raised* First Command ant. 


Original number and 
native name* 


Qudh 


Dhapore 

Moneah 

Ghazipur 


. In the service of the 
Nawab. 


Remarks, 


l Present name or date 
of disbandment* 


The Kandahar Horse Lent to the British and served in Gene- Disbanded In 1841 


Lt.'CoL S, Black . 

. I Capt. J. P F Pigot * 

I iLtCoL, Thos. 
tj Wharton. 

] Lt.-CoL J. P. Pi- 

( got. 

Major R. Frith 


3rd Bengal Native 
Cavalry. 

4th Hcngal Native 
Cavalry. 

5th Bengal Native 
Cavalry, 

6th Bengal Native 
Cavalry. 

Hindustani lode pen¬ 
dent Regiment, 


ral Goddanfs expedition to the 
west of India ; reduced to a troop* 
78 strong, in 17S6; converted into a 
regular ccrps in June, ijg6, Became 
the znd Bengal light Cavalry 


Mutinied at JnMun- 
dur m 1857. 

Reduced on the c oik 
elusion of the Mab- 
ratta War, if05. 




iSi§ 


An irregular corps formed from 
General De Roigne J s Body-Guard 
and from other independent ns- 
alahs in the employ of the Com- 
. pally. 

Several Irregular Corps were engaged on the side of the British between the years i $03—1805* all of which were reduced 

at the end of the war. 

Now the 1st Bengal 
Cavalry. 

M utinied at Lucknow 
in 1857* 

Disbanded in 1 Ss3 f 
for disaffection. 


H 


Capt, Jas, Skinner, 

Skinner^ Horse . 

, See Appendix If . 

# * 

1805 

... 

«*v 

7th Bengal Native 
Cavalry. 



11 


1 

8th -Bengal Native 
Cavalry. 

*** ’*■* 



for ms icon duct 
Afghanistan, 


Mutinied at Meerut f 
in 1S37. 

Disbanded 10 iSjS, 
for disaffection. 

Ditto* 


tn 

to 
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xfto> I 

iSsS 

Delhi 

Rohilkhand , 

Major W.L,Ga: iaer 

Lt* H, T. Roberta 

Gardner's Horse 

1 st Rohilla Cavaliy - 

0 

tf 

it 

Capt. Cunningham. 
Cspt. W.C. Baddnley 

2nd 

3rd }i 

II 

II 

tSay 

Hacsi , 

Maj, Jas. Skinner * 

n * 

Capt, Ti Cough 

and Regiment Skin¬ 
ner's Horse. 

3rd Regiment Skin-1 
ner's Horse. 

3th Local Horse , 

iS?s 

— 

. 

1st and and Extra 
Regiments of Light 
Cavalry, 

isjs 

M 

Oudh 

Capt, C, Newbcry , 

Oudh Auxiliary Force 
Cavalry, 

Cavalry of the Bin- 
delkhand Legion, 

JS43 

Bart illy 

Capt, F. Wheler * 

7th Irregular Cavalry 

184s 

Fatehgarh . 

Lt.W. H.Ryves . 

8th Irregular Cavalry 

a 

1844 

»« 

Lt.-CoL J, Christie 

nth Bengal Light 
Cavalry, 

oth Irregular Cavalry 

I846 

IH 


loth Irregular Cavalry 


— 


1tth „ » 


See Appendix t! • * 

Became th* 3rd Local Horse in 1823* 
and the 3rd Irregular Cavalry in 
1840. 


See Appendix II 


Became the oth and loth Bengal 
Light Cavalry in 1826. 


See Appendix II . » * 

Brought into the line in 1847 as the ] 
1 oth irregular Cavalry, 


^See Appendix U 


Became the and Light Cavalry m 
1850. 

Formed from the corps of ** Chris- 
tie's Horse" in the service of Shah 

Shuja, 

Beca me the l ith In eguter Cavalry 
in i£4?p 

Became the rath in 1S47 


Now the and Bengal 
Lancers, 

Partially mudniedin 
1857. Disbanded in 

iS6f* 

Disbanded iSig, 

Transferred m iSrg to 
the service of Qudh , 

Now the 3rd Bengal 
Cavalry. 

Disbanded in August 
1 &19. 

Mutinied in 1857. 

Mutinied in 1857,— 
the 9 th at Sialkot* 
and the loth at 
Ferosepore, 

Now the 4tb Bengal 
Cavalry. 

Mutinied at Peshawar 
in 1857* 

Now the 5th Bengal 

Cavalry, 

Now the 6th (Prince 
of Wales 1 ) Bengal 
Cavalry. 

Mutinied at Cawn- 
pore in 1857, 

Disbanded in May 
tSGi. 

Disbanded la 1859. 

Mutinied partially in 
185;, Disbanded 
in i 56 i. 


<§L 
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A Chronological List of the Corps of the Bengal Army, showing particulars of their origin, 

and their subsequent history — >continned, 

B.—Cavalry— concluded , 


Date of 
raising. 


1846 


1849 


1857 


Where raised, 


Delhi . 
Lahore 


First Commandant* 


Original: number or 
native name. 


lath Irregular Cavalry 
<3^h *» » 

14th „ „ 


5. R 

Captain F f Wdc . 


Lieut* W, 
Hudson. 


*5th „ „ 

i5th „ M 

17th ,t 

1st Punjab Cavalry 

Sud „ „ 

3 rd „ ,, 

4th „ Jt 

5 th jt *1 

Hudson's Horse . 


1st Silih Irregular 
Cavalry, —** Wate'r 
Horse." 

P, R. Hockin j 2nd Sikh Irregular 
i Cavalry* 

Captain J. L Murray | Jat Horse Yeomanry 


Remarks* 


Became the 13th m 1847 
Became the 14th in 1S47 
Became the 15th in 1847 


-See Appendix^! 


Became the tGth in 1847 

} s 

| See Appendix II 

Mrt» 


1 See Appendix li 


Present name or date 
of disbandment* 


Mutinied at Benares 

in 1857- 

Mutinied atjhansland 
Nowgongin 1&57. 
Mutinied at Sul tan - 
pur, Oudh, in 

1S57- 

Disbanded in f86i. 
Now the 7th Bengal 

Cavalry * 

Now the 3th Bengal 
Cavalry. 

Now the rst, 2nd and 
3rd Punjab Ca¬ 
valry* 

Disbanded in tSSs, 
Now the 5th Punjab 
Cavalry* 

Now tbeoth and 10th 
Bengal Lancers. 

Now the nth Ben¬ 
gal Lancers. 

Now the 12 th Ben¬ 
gal Cavalry, 

Now the 14th Ben¬ 
gal Lancers. 



Ln 

4 * 
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l.mL G* G, F*ar*e j 3rd Sikh Irregular . 

Cavalry, 


! Ukbaflded in 1S61. 


i, 


: Lieut, J. Watson 
j Peshawar , ! Captain C. Cureton 

Major F* G, Cross- Rchllkband Horse . | 


I 


4th Sikh Irregular 
Cavalry, 


Cu retards Multan i 
Cavalry, | \ 


I 


Haldwani 


Muttra 

Gwalior 


See Appendix U 


Now the Ben*, 

gal lancers. 

Now the *5th Ben¬ 
gal Lancers, 


man 

Major C, J, Robins 


Captain F, H, Smith 


Muttra Horse 


tat Mahratte Horse 
2 nd „ j» 


Reduced in j9Sa, but 
revived again in 
1SS5. (SeeAppen- 


See Appendix ll 


Reduced in 1882, but 
• revived again in 
, 1SS5. (Sec Appeu- 

\\ di* ID 

i Disbanded in tShi, 
Now the 18th Bengal 
Lanccra. 


NoTJu-tn addition to there theft were a 
dlgtartoncts. 


large net tuber of corps raised in .357-5*, which were MtbwM after the suppress ion of the 


i860 

138s 


Cawnpore , f Lieut. W. Fane 
UmWIa . Colonel.G. C> Ross, 
MeeftQ M«er ! „ E.ll.E, Kaunas 


| Finals Horse . :) 

\ Jtith Faji^al Cavalry J- See Appends 11 

! M I * > 


f l 19th Bengal Lancers 

,< (16th Bengal Cavalry 

(J 17th „ >. 


'—|5?k’l<rwtiJS U a sketch Of the lonnatton of the Natff* artJJfesy .of the Bengal artny* the whol&hl which was disbanded after the Mutinies of 
Three commutes of Gotandar or Native artiliCT^rnCQ wm^^s'werilncreaie/to 1 three battaiiopj, anS became 

together with the former otc, wvre fioaliy reduced until i3a<, when a corps of 5ve companies was formed. At 

lh= SSf&T'gb aSfiLi «* S& the Mahnrtas, K- » 

Udtl lB a il nMp <1 o( a pia*»e < hor« artillery was ™ ts *l tfie, 9532 ? Twi'mB^atSa'woWi?* measure”™ lu^uw^lritbiireiriog the 

« bmlt* tteA »& * Native ken. «W * «*■ •"“*“»* WM “* d * 

permanent in i»j» {G. ftCL May *<t), ..4.,,. r _ .0,,- rftG O No, 103) the Native horse artillery W* formed 

eaehtthe 

Utter W9i afterwards increased to three battalion* Of »li companies each, and a tilth ir£c P was aided to the l«t Bri^sule. 

F« Mountain BatUrU . «o Appendix II. 


L, / : :, - 
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Existing Corps of ths Bengal Army, showing dates of raising and changes in their titles. 


Cavalrv. 


Corps, 

When 

raised. 

Original name nr number. 

Remarks. 

Date of 
receiving 
present title. 

The Governor-General's Body' 
Guard. 


The Governor's Troop of 
Mr gals. 

A small European Body-Guard -was formed 
in 1762; this was disbanded in T772 and 
not a single mounted man remained in the 
Bengal Array. Tbe present Body-Guard 
was for some time called u the Governor's 
troop of Mogals %** its strength has often 
varied, but It has existed continuously 
until the present time .... 

1774- 

Hi Rtfflment of Bengal Cavalry 

1S03 

Skinner's Horse 

Reduced in 1S0 6 to one risalah, which was 
employed on police duty at Delhi; re¬ 
formed in iSoqj designated the 1st ^Skin¬ 
ner's) Local Horse in May *823; named 
1st Irregular Cavalry (Skinner's Horse) 
in 1S40. Became the 1st Bengal Cavalry 
in. 


3nc * m ** Lanceri 

1S09 

Gardner's Horse 

Became the and (Gardner's) Local Horse 
in May iS^3; ths and Irregular Cavalry \ 
is 1 S40 - the 2nd Bengal Cavalry in May 





1 Sot* and Lancers in . . . ; 

June 1890. 
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fit of Ban gal Cavalry 


m {Tim Prince of Wales') Regi¬ 
ment of Bengal Cavalry, 

7ih Regiment of Bengal Cavalry 


3111 PJ M 

$th ( | „ (Lancers) 


10th (The Duke of Cambridge's 
Own) Regiment of Bengal Lac* 
cers. 


nth (Prince of Wales* Own) 
Regiment of Bengal Lancers. 

ntrt Regiment of Bengal Cavalry 
13th (Duke of Connaught**) Regi¬ 
ment of Bengal Lancers. 

14th Regiment of Bengal Lancers 


15th (Cureton's Mooltam) Regi¬ 
ment of Bengal Lancers. 


,8,s 1 

and Regiment of Skinner's j 
Horse- 

1S38 

Oudh Auxiliary Cavalry , J 

4 

1841 

1S4Z 

7th Irregular Cavalry 

8th }» tt • 

1846 

t 6 th H » * 

184s 

17 th 

1837 

Hudson's Horse 

1857 

J« U ■ * 

1S57 

1st Sikh Irregular Cavalry, 
" Wales' Horse.” 

1857 

I8s8 

2nd Sikh Irregular Cavalry 

Fh IT T* 1* 

1837 

Jat Horse Vaomanry 

tSjS 

Formed of a number of 
volunteer risalahs of 
Pathan : Horse* named 
from thei r com mar dants 
“ CuretonV ir LindV ! 
etc. 


Became the 4th (Baddeley'e) Lceal Horse 
in May 1823; the 4 th Irregular Cavalry 
in 1840, and the 3rd Bengal Cavalry m 
Became the 6th Irregular Cavalry in 1S40 
and the 4tb Bengal Cavalry in 
Received present designation in 
Became the 6th Bengal Cavalry m May 
iSdij and made 41 the Prince of Wales* itt 
Became the 17th Irregular C*vaky in Sep¬ 
tember J347, and the 7th Bengal Cavalry 

Became the iSth in September 1847* and the 
Sth Bengal Cavalry in 
Became the 1st Regiment of UodwffsHotw 
ia August t&S# ; the gtb Bengal Cavalry 
in May i 861, and Lancet in . 

Became the 2nd Regiment of Hodsoti's i 
Horse in August 16581 *he 10th Bengal 
Cavalry in May iSGi; made Lancers m 
May 1864, and created “The Duke of 
Cambridge's Own ” in . * # * 

Became tho nth Bengal Cavalry in iSG( ; 
made Lancers in Msry 1S641 and 44 Prince of 
Wales* Own " in „ ^ 

Received ib present desiguation in 
Became the 13th Bengal Cavalry in May 
186] ; made Lancers in May 186.5, and 
“ Duke of Connaught's ** in # * 

Designated ** Murray's Jat Horse ” in Decem¬ 
ber iSsq ; became the 14th Bengal Cavalry 
in May 1S61 j made Lancers in 
Formed into one raiment as the “ Mooltani 
Regiment of Cavalry*’ in December 1859; 
renamed ** Curetoivs Multani Regiment o( 

; Cavalry” in February i860; became the 
15th Bengal Cavalry in May i 36 i and 
Lancers to ***** * 


j 


May 

I$6i, J 

May 

1861, 

May 

iBdJ* j 

Oct. 

1E83. | 

May 

1 

fS6l* 

May 

1861. { 

Feb. 

| 

1886* l 

Apr. 

187$* 

1 Feb. 

1876. 

j May 

1354 . 

Oct. 

■ 

1883. 

May 

1S64. 

* 

j June 

iSqo, 
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listing Corps of the Bengal Army i showing dates of raising and changes in their titles — contd. 

Cavalry— amcld. 


a 

CO 


Corps* 

When 

raised. 

Original name cr number. 

Remarks. 

1 Date of 
receiving 
present title. 

16th Regiment of Bengal Cavalry 

1837 

-1*- 

RohUkhand Horse . 

Became the i6tb Bengal Cavalry in May 

18*; disbanded in iS 3 ^j je~e&ubtished 
under its present designation m . * 

Sep. 1SS5. 

17th | t 11 n 

T* '>V- ; f 

• 

1837 

Muttra Horse * * 

Became the Muttr^ Police jo 1857; the 
Rchilldvand Auxiliary Police Levy in 1858 ; 
u Roberts' Horse 11 in 1859; the 17th 
Bengal Cavaky in May |86ij disbanded 

, in TS&a^ and re -established under its pre* 
seat designation in , 

Sep. 1 38 $. 

iSth „ „ Lancers 

i? 5 -j 

2nd Mahratts Horae 

Became the iSth Bengal Cavalry in May 
iS6i # and Lancers in 

Mar. 1SS6, 

19th Regiment of Bengal Cavalry 

i860 

Fane’s Horse * 

Became the 19th Bengal Cavalry In May 
1861, and Lancers in . 

Sep* 1 S64* 



Artillery. 


No. 7 (Bengal) Mountain Battery 

iSSfl 

No, t Bengal Mountain 
Battery, 

Became No. 7 (Bengal) Mountain Battery 
ID * . * • '* ♦ * * 

Nov. 1SS9. 

No. £ It a 11 

1S86 

No, 3 Bengal Mountain 
Battery. 

Became No. S (Bengal) Mountain Battery 

m t . 

Nov* 1SS9. 
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Infantry 

Corp£ of Pioneers 


let Regiment of Bengal Infantry 


30th Bengal Native Batta¬ 
lion, 


Mar* 1851, 


and (The Queen’s Own) Regiment 
of Bengal (Light Infantry}* 


3rd Regiment of Bengal Infantry 


4th (Prince Albert Victor's Own) 
Regiment of Bengal Infantry, 


i;yS 


IJ9S 


U 9 & 


2nd Battalion, 15th 
ment* 


Regi- 


\ April 1893* 


1st Battalion, 

men!. 


snd Battalion , 16th 
ment. 


Another corps raised in iSt$, in which two j 
companies of the Pioneers v .;ere incorpor¬ 
ated t the remaining f companies ot tlie 

Pioneers were incorporated with thia corpus 
in 1833, Name changed to Sappers and j 

Pioneers ’ 1 in 1847* Again became " Sap-j 
pera and Miners” in . . - * ; 

Called Netlwar-ki-Paltan; became the 
23rd Regiment in 1781 j the 9 pth in 1 784 i 
the 29th Battalion in i7$Cb the 2nd 
Battalion, ptli Native Infantry, in 179$; the 1 
21st Bengal Native Infantry in 1824; the ! 

1st Bengal Native Infantry in May iSOr - 1 
the 1st Bengal Infantry in January 1865* i 
and the 1st {Brahmin j Regiment oi Bengal 
Infantry in 

Became the 31st Bengal Native Infantry in • 

1854; made Light Infantry in 1S5&; be ! 
came the and Bengal Native (Light) In¬ 
fantry in May 1861; received the title of 
l “Qib-Bn'sOwfl ” in March 1876; became 1 
j the and (The Queen % Own) Bengal 
r (Light) Infantry in January 1885 ; and 
the and f t he Queen's Own Raipur) Regi- 
1 mentof Bengal (Light Infantry) in . * . ■ 

16th Regi- : Became the 32nd Bengal Native Infantry' 
i in 1S24 ; the 3rd Bengal Native Infantry s 
■ in May ; the 3rd Bengal Infantry ; 

; in January 1885; and the 3rd (Brahmin) 

Regiment of Bengal Infantry In * * 

Became the 33rd Bengal Native Infantry 
in 1S24 ; the 4th Bengal Native Infantry 
in May lS6l ; the 4th Bengal Infantry in 
January 1SS5 r was made '‘Prince Albert 
Victor's Own/ 1 in August 1800 ; and be- > 
came the- 4th (Pr’nce Albert Victor's Own 
Rajput) Regiment of Bengal Infantry in [ April 1893. 


Rc£l~ 


April 1893, 


April 1893* 


1 
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Existing Carps of the Bengal Army , 


showing dates of raising and changes in their titles— contd. 
Infantry— contd. 


Corps. 

When 

raised. 

Original name or number. 

Remarks. 

1 

\ 

Date q£ 
receiving 
present title. 

Sth Regiment of Bengal (Light} 
Infantry, 

1S03 

2nd Battalion, 21 si Regi¬ 
ment. 

1 Became the 42nd Bengal Native Infantry 
in 1824; was made Light Infantry in 
1B43,; became the5th Bengal Native (Light) 

; Infantry in May jS6t; the sih Bengal 
(Light) Infantry la January 1SS5and 
i the 5th {Masaiman) Regiment of Bengal 

i 

6th Regiment of Bengal (Light) 
Infantry, 

l 3 o 3 

ist Battalion, 22nd Regi¬ 
ment, 

j (Light} fntantry id . . , 

| Became the 43rd Bengal Native Infantry 
in 1S24 ; vfas made Light Infantry in 
1843; became the btb Bengal Native 
(Light) Infantry in May 1861 ; the 6th 
Bengal (Light) Infantry in January jSSS ; | 
; and the 6th (Jat) Regiment of Bengal 

April 1893. 

7th (The Duke of Connaught's 
Own) Regiment of Bengal In¬ 
fantry. 

1S24 

69th Bengal Infantry 

(Light) Infantry iu . 

Became the 47th Bengal Native Infantry 
in 1S2S ; the yth Bengal Native Infantry j 
in May iSfit; was made the w Duke of * 
Connaught’s Own " in October 18S3;, 
became the 7th (The Duke of Connaught's 1 
Own) Bengal Infantry in January 1SS5;' 
^nd the 7th (1 he Duke of Connaught's 1 
Own Rajput) Regiment of Bengal Infantry 1 

.April 1893. 

Sth Regiment of Bengal Infantry 

i 

1 

1S1 5 

1st Battalion, 30th Regi* 
ment. 

in , . * „ . . , 1 

Became the 59th Bengal Native Infantry in ! 
1824 ? the Sth Bengal Native Infantry In; 
May iS6ii j the Sth Bengal Infantry in 
ja unary iSSs ; and the 8th ( Rajput) Rcgi~ j 
ment of Bengal Infantry in * 

April 1893. 

April IS93. 
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* 



loth 


nth 


*i >r 


12th (The Kalat-i-Ghilza.:) Regi¬ 
ment of Bengal infantry. 


13th (The Shekhawati) Regirrsnfc 
ef Bengal Infantry. 


14th (The Ferozepore Sikh) Regi 
ment of Bengal Infantry. 


1S17 1 Fatehgarh Levy 


1823 


1S25 


idj& 


1835 


184*5 


*st Battalion, 33rd Regv 
men*. 


2nd Extra Regiment 


3rd Infantry, Shah Shuja’s 
Contingent. 


The Shekhawatl Brigade 


The Regiment of Feroze- 
pore. 


Brought Into the line in 1023 ns the nt 
Battalion, 32nd Bengal Native lofafcfcry ; 
became the 63rd Bengal Native infantry 
in 1S24 ; the 9th Bengal Native Infantry 
ii* May I® 6 t} the 9th Bengal Infantry in 
januiry JSS5 1 and the 9th (Gurkha) Regi- 
meat 01 Bengal Infantry in . . . April 1S93. 

Became the 6 yth Bengal Native Infantry : 
in 1824; the 10th Bengal Native Infantry 
m May i 06 s i the loth Bengal Infantry in 
January 1SS5; and the loth (Jat) Kegi- 
ment of Bengal Infantry in . - * April 1893* 

Became the 70th Bengal Native Infantry 
in 18285 the 12th Bengal Native Infantry 
in May iS6i j the nth Bengal Native in¬ 
fantry "in. October [S61; the mb Bengal 
Infantry in January' 1SS5; and the nth 
(Rajput) Regiment of Bengal lafantrv in . Apnl 1893. 
Brought into the Bt-ngal Army as tha Regi¬ 
ment of Kalat-i-Ghilzni in 1842* became 
the 13th Bengal Native Infantry in May 
IS61; the 12th in October 1861 ; the tsth 
Bengal Infantry in January 1B853 and the 
nth (Musalman) Regiment of Bengal In¬ 
fantry in, . . - » * . April 1S93, 

Became the Shekhawati Battalbn la > 347 ; 
brought into the lino as the 14th Bengal 
Native Infantry in May 1861 j renumbered 
the 13th in October i8dr ; became the 13th 
Bengal Infantry in January 1885* and the 
13th (Raj putJ Regiment of Bengal Infan¬ 
try in ....... April 1893. 

Brought into the Line as the 15th Bengal 
Native Infantry in May 1861 ; renumbered 
the 14th in October iS6i ; and became the 
s 4th Bengali nfao try in .... Jan. 1885. 
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»«£ Corps of the Bengal Army, showing dates oj ratsing and changes in their titles —contd 

Infantry— co*td> 


§L 


Corps, 

When 
i raised. 

Original name or number. 

Remarks. 

15th (The Ludhiana Sikh) Regi¬ 
ment of Bengal Infantry* 

; IS46 

The Regiment of Ludhiana 

Brought into the line as the i6th Bengal ! 
Native Infantry in May 1861 ; renumbered 
the 15th in October a 861 ; and became the 
14th Bengal I nfantry in * , , t 

16th (The bicknow) Regiment o£ 
Bengal Infantry, 

1857 

The Regiment of Lucknov 

Brought into the line as the 20th Bengal 
Native Infantry In May 1861 ; renumbered 
the i6th in October iSdi* became the *6th 
Bengal Infantry in January iSSsj and tfee 
loth (Raj put) Regiment 0! Bengal Infan¬ 
try mi . 

17th (The Loyal Pur blah) Regi¬ 
ment of Bengal Infantry* 

: 

I 1^57 

The Loyal Purbiah Rcgb 
meat* 

Brought into the line as the 2ist Bengal 
Native Infantry in May 1S61 1 re numbered 
the 17th in October 1S61 j became the 17th 
Beuga! Infantry in January 1S8S; and the 
mh (Musalraan} Regiment of Bengal Jn- 
&<Jtryin.. 

iSth Regiment of Bengal Infantry 

i/95 

Calcutta Native Militia 

Became the AI 3 pone Regiment id 1859., and 
theaznd Bengal Native Infantry in May 
i86j i renumbered the iSth in October i86jj ! 
became the iSth Bengalinfaotry in 
ary 1835 fi and the iSth (Musalman) Regi¬ 
ment of Bengal Infantry in * t ] 


Date of 
receiving 
present title* 




April i$y$ m 


April 1893, 


! April *593; 


C* 
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Own Punjab) Regiment of 
Bengal Infantry. 


21 st (Punjab) Regiment cf Bengal 
Infant ry * 


22nd (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry. 


33rd (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry (Pioneers). 


24th (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry. 


e$th (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry. 


36th (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry. 


1857 

;tb Punjab Infantry 

1 

Became the 23rd Bengal Native Infantrv in 
May 1S61; fchn ryth in Octotar iSGij and the 
19th Bengali of ant ry in , , . 

f .c ; 

jar*. 

( 

1BS5. 

1857 

3 *t> •> » 

Became the 24th Bengal Native Infantry in 
May tSGi; and the 20th in the following 
October; was made " The Duke of Cam- l 
bridged Own n in October 1SS3 ; aud be* 
came the 2rith (The Diike of Cambridge*® 
Own) Bengal Infantry in , , * 

Jan. 

1 SS 5 . 

1857 

Otb at n 

Became the 35th Bengal Native Infantry in 
May *B6ij the 2ist in October 1 S0i; and the 
a 1st Bengal Infantry in # 

Jan. 

iS8S* 

1857 

■itb .. „ 

Became the 26th Bengal Native Infantry in 
May tSGi; the 22nd in October 1S61 j and 
the 22nd Bang at Infantry in . , 

jan. 

1885. 

1S57 

15th (Pioneer) Regiment 
of Punjab Infantry. 

Became the 27th Bengal Native Infantry in 
May i$0i 3 the 23rd in October 1861; and 
the 23fd Bangal Infantry {Pioneers! in 

Jan. 

1S85. 

1857 

i< 5 th Punjab Infantry 

Became the 28th Bengal Native Infantry in 
May 1S61 ; the 24th in October and 

the 24th Bengal Infantry m - 

Jan. 

1885. 

l 8 S 7 

Lahore Punjab Battalion p 

Became the 17th Pun jab Infantry in August 
* 8 57 J fc he 39th Bengal Native Infantry in 
May [861 ; the 25th in the October fol¬ 
lowing; and the 25th Bengal Infantry in . 

Jan. 

1885. 

>857 

1 3 th F*u n jab l n fant ry 

Became the 30th Bengal Native Infantry in 
May )S6( ; the 26th in October 1861 ; and 
the 26th Bengal Infantry in . 

Jan. 

• 

1SS5. 
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Cor P s °f the Bengal Army, showing dales of raising and changes in their titles- contd. 

Infantry— co ntd. 


<SL 


Coups, 

» 

When 

raised. 

Original name or number* 

27th (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry. 

1857 

19th Punjab Infantry * 

2GU1 (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry. 

<SS 7 

*° tb ». „ . . 

* 9 th|Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 

1S5? 

sis ^ .I I. * • 

30th (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
luibhy. 

i »57 

»D d » .. . . 

31st (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry. 

>857 1 

Van Corttandt’s Levy ; 

33 nd (Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
infantry (Pioneers). 

1857 

The Punjab Pioneers * 

33rd (Punjabi Mahometan) Regi* 
Bictit of Bengal Infantry, 

>SS 7 

Allahabad Levy , # 


1 

J : |- 

. 


Remarks* 


Date of 
i receiving 
present title. 


Became the 3ts£ Bengal Native Infantry in 
May 1S61 | the ajth in October 1B61 ; and 
the 27th Bengal infantry in . , 

Became the 32nd Bengal Native Infantry in 
May f86i > the 28th m October <S6i j and 
the 28 th Bengal Infantry'in , * t 

Became * the 3 3rd Be ngal N atlv e J n fa nt ry in 
May 1 36 i ; the 29th jn October 1S01 ; and 
the 29th Bengal Infantry in 
Became the 34th Bengal Native Infantry to 
May rS 5 t ; the 30th in October i$Gr * and 
tha 30th Bengal Infantry in 
Became the 33rd Punjab Infantry in August 
1857 ; the 35th Bengal Native Infantry in 
May 1861; tht: 31st Bengal Native Infantry 
in October iS6i j and the 31st Bengal In¬ 
fantry in .. 

Became the 24th (Pioneer) Regiment of 
Punjab Infantry to March 1858; the 36th 
Benga T Native Infantry (Pioneers) in May 
jSGi; the 32nd to October I86ij and the 
32nd Bengal Infantry (Pioneers) m 
Recams the 37th (Allahabad) Regiment of i 
Bengal Native It* fan try in'May 1861 ? re* 
numbered toe 33rd to Octobei 1861; be¬ 
came the 33rd Bengal Infantry in January i 
1885; re-organised and became -the 33rd ■ 


Jan. 

Jan* 

Jan, 

Jan, 


1885- 

I$&5, 

1SS5, 

1885. 


OV 


Jan, 1SS5. 


Jan* rSSs, 


the services of the 




























Regiment of Bengal 


(Sikh) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry. 


1858 


1S5S 


3(ith (Sikh) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry. 


1S5S 


37th (Dogra) Regiment of Bengal 1S5B 
Infantry* 


38th (Pogra) Regiment of Bengal 1S5S 
Infantry- 


39th (C&rhwal Rifle) Regiment of 
Bengal Infantry. 


1S58 


Fatehgirb Levy 


Main peri Levy 


Bard 11 y Levy * 


Meerut Levy . 
Agra Levy 


Aligarh Levy . 


x 


(Panjabi Mahomedan) Regiment of Bengal 

Infantry in . , * . * 

Ei^ame the 38th fFatehgarh) Regiment of 
Bengal Native Infantry in May 1861; re¬ 
numbered the 34th in October 1861; re¬ 
duced in 1BS2 ; and revived under its present 
designation in * „ 

Became the 39th fMainpuri) Regiment of 
Bengal Native Infantry in May iS6t ; re¬ 
numbered the 35th in October 1861 ; re¬ 
duced in 1 ; and revived under its present 
designation in . - 

Became the 40th (Bareilly) Regiment of 
Bengal Native Infantry in May i 36 i j re¬ 
numbered the 36th in October 1S61 j re¬ 
duced in (832; revived under its present 
designation in . . , * ( 

Became the 41st (Meerut) Regiment oe 
Native Infantry in May iSbi ; renumbered 
the 37th in October 1S61; reduced in 18S2 ; 
revived under its present designation to . 
Became the 42nd (Agra) Regiment of Bengal 
Native Infantry in May iSoi j renumbered 
the 38th in October iS6t ; became the jSth 
Bengal Infantry in January iSSs; re-orga¬ 
nised as a Dogra regiment under its 
present designation in 
became the 43rd (Aligarh) Regiment of 
Bengal Nati ve Infantry in May iSd 1 ; re¬ 
numbered the 39th in October 1 B61 j be¬ 
came the 39th Bengal Infantry in January 
*835; re-o rganised as a Garhwa I i regime at, 
taking over six companies of men of that 
class from the z*3rd Gurkha regiment. In 
December (890; designated the u 39th 
fGathwal Rifle) Regiment of Bengal In¬ 
fantry *’ in 


Dec* 1890* 

Apr. tSBj, 

Apr. 1SS7. 

Apr. 1887, 

Apr. 1887. 

Dec* 1890. 

Jan. 1893, 



Oi 
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lSi 1 h * i&r P s 'f Bengal Army, showing dates of raising and changes in their titles —conttu 

Infantry ~-cmid t 


0\, 

O' 


Corps. 


When 

raised. 


4 *fh (Fathanl Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry, 


1S58 


43ftd! (Gurkha Rifle) Regiment of 
BcttgJ Infantry. 


i Si 7 


Original name or number 


Remarks. 


Shah jahan pur Levy 


Cuttack Legion 


43rd (Gurkha Rifle) Regiment of f 1^33 
Bengal Infantry. j 


Assam Sebundy Corps 


Became the 44th {Sliahiabanptir) Regiment 
1 of Bengal Native Infantry in May 1861; 

! renumbered the 40th In October following ; 
became the 4c th Bengal Infantry in Jan¬ 
uary iSbS ; re-organised as a B&luch and 
trans^frontier corps h December vdgo; 
designated the 40th (Pathan) Regiment of 

Bengal J man try in . 

Became In February 1823, the Rangpur 
Local Battalion, and was made a Light 
Infantry corps in the following month j 
designation changed to ist Assam Light 
Infantrv Battalion in 1827; became the 
46th (Assam) Reeiment of Bengal Native, 
(Light) Infantry in Mayijgfty renumbered 
the 42nd m the following October j became 
the 42nd Bengal Infantry in January 1&S5; 
designated M Gurkha Li^ht Infantry ,J in 
June 1S86; and received its present title of 
Rifles” in * , ; , , 

Became the Lower Assam Sebundy Corps 
m i%g; the 2nd Assam Light Infantry 
Battalion in 1844; the 47th (Assam) Regi¬ 
ment of Bengal Native l Light) Infantry in 
May tS6f j remurbered the 43rd in October 


Date of 
receiving 
present title* 


Jan. 


1*92. : 


jS6i ; became the 43rd Bengal Infantry in 
^^n^flS^fLsjgnatecr^mkha Livht 


Mar, i&qi* 


the SERVICES of 'HE 
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kb* Rifle) Regiment of 
infantry* 


45th (Rattraj** Sikh) Regiment of 
Bengal Infantry. 


1 st Gurkha (Rifle) Regimen!— 
fist Battalion) . 

(and Battalion) 


1^4 


1856 


tSt5 

iS56 


Syluet Local Batts I ion 


I 


Bengal Police Battalion * ■ 


The 1st Nasseri Battalion , 


rmancry - in June lead; and received us 
present title M M Rifles ” in 

Became the Sylhet Light Infantry Battalion 
in April 1827. Brought Into the line as the 
48th (SylhetJ Regiment of Bengal Naiivc 
(Light) Infantry in May iS6i; renumbered 
the 44th *n October iS^i | became the 44th j 
Bengal Infantry in January 1 ©Ss ; desig- 1 
mated “ Gurkha Light Infantry ** in June 
i$36 ; and received its present designation 
of” Rifles’ 1 in . . , 

Added to the army as the 45th Regiment of | 
Bengal Native Infantry (Rattray’s Sikhs) ; 
in May 1S64 ; became the 45th (Rattray's 
Sikh) Regiment of Bengal Infantry in . j 

Became '’The Nasseri Battalion ” in 1S39 * 1 
brought into the line as '* The 00th 0 J. | 
Gurkha Regiment >J in February 1850 - ! 
constituted a light Infantry corps ^ j 
November 1858; became the nth Regi¬ 
ment of Bengal Native Infantry in M ay j 
18O1 ; in the following October was rt- ! 
moved from the line and became the t>* ' 
Gurkha Regiment i designated '♦ R,fl es *> 
»» . 


M-w- 


Mar* 


Ian* 


Mar* 


1891* 


iSyi, 


1SS5, 





end (Prince of Wales’ Own) 
Gurkha (Rifle) Regiment (The 
Sitmoor Rifles)* 

(lit Battalion) . 

(znd Battalion) . * * 


The Sir moor Battalion 


1815 


. Designation changed to the " Sfrmuor Rifle 
Regiment ft in August 1858; brought into 
the line and designated the 17th Regiment 
of Bengal Native Infantry in May 1861 - 
became the 2nd Gurkha Regiment m Octol 
her 1B61 ; created + * The Prince of Wales* 

Own n in January 18861 designated ‘'Rifles'* 
m .Mar* iSyl* 


c\ 
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'tflSfing Corps of the Bengal Army , showing dates of raising and changes in their titles— eoncld. 

Infantry-— concluded , 


Corps. 


jrd Gurkha (Rifta) Regiment 
list Battalion) , 

^ai;d Battalion) , 


4** 1 Gurkha (Rife) Regiment 
C * »t Battalion) . „ 

Und Battalion) 


iat Punjab Cavalry 

4 °? .. . . 

3F f *» if ■ 

*9 n i 

Corps of Guides (The Queers 
Own). 

Mo. i (Kohat) Mountain Battery # 


When 

raised. 


Original name or number. 


1S15 


1S57 

iS 36 


1S49 

1 S 49 

1S49 

tS 4 g 

1846 

JS51 


Kumaon Provincial Batta¬ 
lion. 


Extra Gurkha Regiment 


Remarks. 


Date of 
receiving 
present tide* 

i—— 


Transferred from the Civil to the Military 
Department, as the Kumaon Local^ Batti- | 
lion in February ; brought into the | 
line as the * 3 th Regiment of Bengal 
Native Infantry in May 1S61 j became the j 
3rd Gurkha Regiment m October i$6i ; ! 
designated « Rifles J * in , Mar, 1S91. 

/ 

Brought into the line as the icjth Regiment 
of Bengal Native Infantry in May 1861; 
became the 4th Gurkha Regiment in Octo¬ 
ber 1S61; and designated u Rifes TJ in . Mar. 1891. 


! 


Punjab Frontier Force, 


ist Punjab Cavalry 

and „ „ 

3 f“ ,* fT 

5 fh ,» ^ n 

Chirps of Guides 


,-i Designated ft Prince Albert Victor 's Own M 
: in . 


Designated l * The Queen 1 *s Own ” in 


Mat'. 1890* 
1549 * 
J849. 
1S49. 

Mar. iS;6. 


Mo. 7 Punjab Light Field Became No. 1 Mountain Battery in January 
1 Battery, iSyj: received present designation in . I Sep. 1876, 


0 \ 
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Detajat} Mountain Battery 1849 


'eshawar) 


The Punjab Garrison Battery 


*! 


The ist, znd t 3^ 4 th Sikh 
Infantry. 


1 st, and, 4th and 5th Punjab In¬ 
tan try. 

6 %h Punjab Infantry 


5th Gurkha {Rifle} Regiment— 
(1st Satiation) 
find Battalion) 


No* 3 Punjab Light Field 
Battery* 


1&51 ' Peshawar Mountain Train * 

i$4S Mazaca Mountain Train * 


| 


1851 


1S46 


1S49 


1^43 


1S5S 

18S6 


No. 4 or Garrison Corn- 
pan) of Artillery, Punjab 
Irregular Force. 


Became No* 4 Mountain Battery in Decem¬ 
ber (876, and received the title of * Dcrajat * 
in. . * . * « * * 

Received its present designation in * 
Received present title in * 


Became No. 4 or Garrison Battery in January 
(876 ; changed to No. 5 (Garrison) Battery 
in December iSjGj received present title 


Sep* 1879, 

Dec* 1876* 
Dec. 1S76- 


1st, 2nd, %rd and *lh Sikh Became part of the Punjab Irregular Force 
Local infantry. in 1S51; the use of the word “ Local dis¬ 

continued, and present designation intro¬ 
duced in*-. - . 


1st, and, 4th and 5th Pun¬ 
jab Infantry. 


Sindh Camel Corps 


<SL 


Nov, 1889* 


Feb* 1S57* 


Apr* 

Si 


35th Punjab Infantry, or 
Hazara Gurkha Battalion, 


and 
J 1849* 


Transferred to the Bengal establishment in 
October 1849; incorporated in the Pun¬ 
jab Irregular Force as the *' 6th Regi¬ 
ment or Smdb Rifle Coro* " in September 
1S53 ; changed to the 1 Sindh Rifle Corps 1 
in November 1853; received its present 
designation in . * - - 

Became 5th Gurkha Regiment, or Hazara 
Gurkha Battalion in October 1S61; made 
a Rifle corps in • * - * - 


Aug. 1856. 


Mar* 189; 


4 * 
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Appendix III, 



Commanders-in-Ckief of the Bengal Army. 



Name. 


Colonel Robert Give . 

Major John Caillaud. 

Major John Carnac , 

Limit .-Col* Eyre Coote* H, M/584 th 
Regiment* 

Major Thomas Adams, H. M/s 84th 
Regiment. 

Major John Cannae 
Major Hector Monro, H. M/sggth 
Regiment. 

Brigadier-General John Carnac . 
Major-General Robert, Lord Clive 
Colonel Richard Smith , 

Colonel Charles Chapman . . 

Brig-adEer*Genera 1 Sir Robert Barker * 
Colonel Charles Chapman , 

Colonel Alexander Champion . * 

l.feut.-Gewral Sir John Oaveupg, k.b. 


Bj*igad«r*GeDeraJ Giles Stibbart 
Lieut.-General Sir Eyre Coote, K.6, 


Pehjod op Command 

Rfi MASKS. 

From 

To 

December 1756 
25th February 1760. 
31st December 1760 
April 1761. 

25th February 1760* 
31st Decemfcwr 1760 
April iTbi 

(And Governor.) 

17^3 

January 1764. 


January 1764 * 
July 1764 

July 1764- 
January 1765* 


January 1765 , 
April 1765 
igth January 1767 . 
(Sth January 176S , 
34th March 1770 * 

22 nd December 1773 

1 Sth January 1774 , 
2nd November 1774 

16th October 1777 * 
35th March 1779 * 

April 1765 

29th January 1767 , 
January 176S * 
March 1770 

22nd December 1773 
18th January 1774 . 
2nd November 1774 
30th August 1777 , 

25th March 1779 * 

27th April 17S3 

(And Governor,) 

(Provincial.) 

(Provincial.) 

Sir John Qaverifig; died in August 1777, and a 

Military Board was appointed, which carried 
on the duties of the chief command until Oc¬ 
tober, 

(Provincial.) 

Sir Eyre Coota was absent in Madras during the 
last" two years of his life; he died in April 
178-j } during his absence, and after his death 
until the arrival of his successor. General 
Strbbert officiated in the command. 


I 


47 ° the services of the 
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'V" ;Ek*jidier-Gciieral Giles Stibbert 
V $&||eut^Jjant'-General Robert Siop«r 

^M<tut*-G»ncr*l Chartes.Eail Cornwallis, 



27th April t ?83 
21st July 1785 

t zth September 1786 


Colonel Sir Alexander Mackenzie, 
BaH. 

Colonel Arthur Achmuty , ■ * 

Major-General Sir Robert Abercromby, 
K*b* . * * 

Major-General Sir Robert Abercromby, 
K.B. 

Major-General Charles Morgan 
Lieutenant-General Sir Aimed Clarke, 
k.b. . - - - - , - 

Major-General Sir James Hoary Craig, 


€tb December 1790 - 

15th August 1793 * 

5th October 1793 * 
28th October 1793 - 

23«t January 1797 

16th March 1797 - 

25th February iSoi . 


Lieutenant-General Gerard Lake (after¬ 
wards Lord Lake), ... 


13th March jSoi 


General Charles, Marquess Cornwallis, 
k,g. 

Giurfal Gerard, Lord Lake - - 

Major-General William DowdesvjreU . 

Major-General Sir Ewcn UaiUie,, Baft. 
Major-General William St. Leger * 

Lieut.-General George Hewett » * 


30th July rSo5 

5th October iSo 5 > 
3rd March 1807 . 
19th June 1S07 * 

4th August 1S07 . 

17th October 1807 . 


2 isl July 1735 * [ 

r2th September 786 | 

aSth October 1793 . j 


1st August 1794 

5th October 1793 . 

3Sth October 1793 . I 
33rd January 1797, 

16th March *797 * 

2Sth February 1S01. 
13th March 1801 , 

30th July 1805 


5 th October 1605 • 

3rd March 1S07, 
19th June 1807 
4th August 1S07 * 
17th October 1807 , 
10th December iSil 


(Provincial.) 


And Govemor-Gencrak From December 1790 
to August 1793, and from August to October 
1793, Lord Cornwall-s was absent in Mad¬ 
ras. During the first period his place \*%s 
filled by Sir Alexander Macketir'ej in 1793 
Colonel Achmuty officiated, and was succeed¬ 
ed by Sir Robert Abcrcfomby, who also con¬ 
tinued to hold command after the departure 
of Lord Cornwallis from India. 

(Provincial.) 

(Provincial.) 

(Provincial*) 


(Provincial.) 


(Provincial.) 


From 30th July 1S05 to 5th October 1805 the 
thief command in India was held by Lord 
Cornwallis, that of Bengal only being held 
by Lord Lake. On the death of the former 
Cord Lake resumed the superior office. 

And Governor-Genera!. 


(Provincial.) 
( Ditto. ) 
( Ditto* ) 





BENGAL NATIVE ARMY. 


















<SL 


Commanders-in-Chief of the Bengal Army— concluded. 


Name, 


Lieu It,-General Forbes Champagne 
i-icut.-General Sir George Nugent, 
Bart. 

General Francis, Earl of Moira (after 
wards Marquess of Hastings) . 
Lieutenant-General the Hobble Sir Ed- 
ward Paget, g.g.b. 

General Stapleton^ Lord Combermere, 
o.c.ft. 

General George, Earl of Dalhousic, 

General Sir Edward Barnes, G.C-P. 
General Lord William H. C* Bentiitek, 
g.c, i, 

Major-General James Watson, C.B, , 
Lieutenant-General the Hon'ble Sir 
Henry Fane, g.C.b. * 
Lieutenant-General Sir jasper Nicolls, 
k.c,b. . , 

General Sir Hugh Gough, Barf 
(afterwards Lord Gough) 

General Sir Charles James Napier, 
c.c.b. 

General Sir William Maynard Comm, 
K.c,n. 

General the Hon’blc George Anson 
Major-General Ihnmaa Reed, C.B. * 
Lieutenant-General Sir Patrick Grant, 

1LC.B. • 


Period op Command. 

To 


From 


loth December iBit 
14th January 1812 . 

4th October 1813 . 

13th January 1833 * 
7th October 1B25 , 

1 st January 1830 . 

10th January 1833 . 
15th October 1833 4 

10th March 1S35 # 

5th September 1&35 

7th December 1S33 

8th August 1043 * 

;th May 1849 

6th December 1850 

23rd January 1856 * 
5th June 1857 

17th J une 1S5 7 * 


r^th January iSta 
4th October 1S15 


13th January 1S23 . 

7th October 1825. 
1st January 1830, 

10th January 1832. 

15th October 1S33. 
20th March 1S35 

5th September 1S35 

7th December 1839 

Sth August 1843, 

7th May 1849* 

Gth December 1850 

23rd January 1856, 

17th May 1857. 

17th June 1S57 

13th August 1S57 * 


Remarks, 


(Pfovinciah) 

In October 1813 Lord Motca became Comm a no* 
er-iu-Chief and Sir George Nugent was made 
head of the Military Board. 

(An d Go vet □ or Gene ral.) 


(And Governor-Gen crab) 

(Provincial*) 


(Provincial.) 
(Officiating,) 
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_ croit Sir Colin Campbell, 
(nft^rWards Lord Clyde) * 

Sir Huffh H. Rose, g.c.b. 
Mfer'al Sir William R. 

General lj>td Napier of Magdah 
G.e,"., G*e*s*J* % * 

General Sir 1% P. Haines, K.c.B. 
General Sir D, M* Stewart, Bari 

S.C.B, . 


V,C. 

General Sir Ge 
K C.B., V,C* 


now Lord Roberts 


*3*h August 1857 . 

. 4tl< June i860 

4th lime 1860. 

23rd March 1865, 

! 23rd March 1865 * 

9th April 1870, 

, <jth April 1S70 * 

. 10th April 1S76 

9th April ]S 7 t 5 , 

/th April 1881* 

7th April 1SS1 

aSth November 1883. 

. jSih November 1S85 

7th April 1893. 

, 8th April 1893. 



<SL 


! 


< 


BENGAL NATIVE ARMY. 473 















Appendix IV, 



Chronological List of ike Services of the Bengal Native Army. 


Date. 

Service. 

Corps engaged which still exist. 

Remarks. 

- . < 757 - 

beb. StH 
Mar. 23 rd 
]un. 18th 
J«Hi 33rd 

• 

War w%*h Siraj-ud-Daulak— 
Battle near Calcutta. 

Taking of Chanderr + *g<tre. 
Capture of Katwah, 
battle of PUssey. 

/ 


i? 58 . 

L>«c. 8 th , 


Expedition to the Northern CiV- 

Bat lie of Cop do re. 

', -■ . 




Storm of Mat u lip a. tax. 



Nov, 25th 

* 

Battle of Badara (with the 
Dutch). 



1760. 
Feb. 0tb . 
Feb. land 
Apr. 23 th 
Jun, i6th 

* 

• 

War ^siih Shah Alam — 

Battle of Masitnpur. 

Battle of Sir pur. 

Relief ol Patna. 

Battle ot Birpur, 



1761. 
Jan. 15th . 

4 j 

Battle 0; Sunn* 



i?6j 

jun, sch¬ 
ist. 

Jul, rgth 

■jul. 

War with Nawph of Bengal^ 
Fighting at Patna and Manji 

Battle of Etowah. 






i 
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. A, 

6 th 


1764* 


May 3rd * 
Oct, 43rd - 
Dec* . 

n *> 5 * 
Feb. Sth 
Feb, r itH 

May aim! 


1767*69, 


1773 - 73 - 

Dec, flTSt 

■774- 
Apr. 23 rd 
1776, 
Jun, I Oth 


Battle of Gheriab, 

# 'i Storming of the lines of Udwah- 
nala, 

« | Captu re o! Monghyr. 

. Storm of Patna, 

Campaign against the Ntmabs 
of Hen gal and Qudk— 

t Battle of Patna, 

ti of Buxan 
, Siege of Chintargarh. 

, Capture of Ctmnargarh* 

Capture of Allahabad, 

Battle of Kalpi (against the 
Mibrattis). 

First Hyscre War*— 

Operations in the Baramanal. 
Chikakol and Kimedi districts. 

Bhutia War— 

, Storming of Cooch-BeHar, 

Capture of Dalimkot, 

Faniya St War — 

Rohilla War — 

Battle of Miranpur Katra 

Opera Hans in the Doah— 

Battle of Koralt. 


The Body'Guard. 
The Body-Guard, 























Chronological List of the Services of the Bengal Native Army— continued. 
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Date. 


Service. 


First OlahraUa War— 

177B1 March to W estern India* 
i 780, 

Ian. 19th . Capture of Dabhoi, 

Feb. 15th - Storming of Ahmadahad. 

Mar. . Actons at Powangarh, 

Apr. 20th. . Capture of Lahar, 

Aug. 3rd . Capture of Gwatier. 

Dec. nth . Capture of Basse] n. 

1781. 

Fd> ; - Fortimg of the Bhoi Ghat. 

April * Retreat dewn th* Rhor Ghat. 

Mar. 14th * , Action at Mahatpur, Central 

India* 

1781. i Second Mysore \Vu r— 

Aug. a?th. • j Battle of Palilur* 

Sept. 27th. . ft Sbdirgarh. 

Oct. 23rd* . tf Virak&ndalue. 

Campaign against th# Raja pf 
17 s l * Btnarts— 

Aug. 16th * Outbreak at Benares. 

Ati£ soth * Action at Rftmoagar, 

Sept. 4th . „ Jt Patita. 

Sept. • Capture of Patita. 

Sept 20th . Action at Lora and the Sukrut 

Pass. 

Nov- 10U1 * , Capture of Bijalgarh. 

17&I. Exhiditton ti 1 {?Wf .la 

April iath . Action at Point Pm Fort. 


Corps engaged which still exist. 


Remarks. 


-f*- 


s 

t/1 

P3 

< 

n 

t=i 

W 

O 

H 

X 

m 




























7 tb 


Oct, 26th 


Third Mysore War — 

Siege and capture of Banga¬ 
lore, 

Battle of Arikera- 
Storming of hill forts. 


Taking of Seringapatam. 


Operations in Assam. 
Second Rokill* War— 
Battle of Bitaura* 


y?m> 

March 27 th 

Moy 4th 


Fourth Mysore ffW— 

Battle of MaiaveUi . * 

Storming of Seringapatam „ 


iSoi, 


Expedition to Egypt . 


1803. 


[ Operations in the Dodh 
Taking of Sasnr, Bijaigarh and 
Kacnairra* 

Attack on Tati ah * „ 


2nd Bengal (Light) Infantry, 
3rd Bengal Infantry. 


Uonoraiy standards granted to the 
volunteer battalions] medals to all 
ranks who had served ini Mysore. 



Medals granted to ail ranks. 

“Serin gap atam 11 to be bn me on colour* 
(G. O.G, G* doted a 1 th April 1823). 
Medal granted. 


1803, 


Mahratta War— 


Sep. 4th 
Sep. 1 Kh 


Storming of Aligarh. 
Battle of Delhi . 


Oct, toth 

Nov, 1st 


Action before Agra 
Battle of Las wan . 


? 3 o 4 . 

Feb, stb 


Taking of Gwalior 


- 2nd Bengal (Light) Infantry 

• ist, 2nd, and 4th Bengal Infantry , 

* istj and 4th Bengal Infantry 

. t 1 at and 4th Bengal Infantry. 


Medal granted by G* G. 0 , dated 
14th April 1S31, to the survivors of 
the actions at Aligarh, Delhi, Las- 
wari, defence of Delhi, battle of 
Dei£ and capture of Deig. 

Received on honorary third color 
tG.Q. G< G. 1 st October 1803); bears 
the word ** Delhi u on appointments 
tG. G. O. 4^ of 1829), 

** Laswari 1 on colours }G, G, G, 43 of 

18^9), 
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Chronological L*tst of the Services of the Bengal Native Army —cotttinued* 


Date. 

Se r vice* 

1E04, 

fday i( 5 th , 

jtil, & Aug, 
October . * 

Nov. 13th 

Nov. 17th 

Dec. 24th 

1805. 

Jan,—Mar, , 

Mah ra Ha War— could. 

Minor operations,—Narontd . 
and Konun. 

, Taking of Rampura * 

Morison's Retreat * , 

Defence of Delhi, 

Battle of Deig 

Battb of Farakhabad , , 

Capture of Deis* 

Siege of Bhoitpore , , 

1E05-6, 

Pursuit of Holfcar to the Punjab* 

1S07. 

Operations against forts in Bun- 
del khand and the Doab. 

1S0S. 

Expedition to Macao „ * ! 

iSog—1813. 

Operations in BundAkhand 
Taking of Bhawani (Hariana) . 

181&, 

Expedition against Mauritius * 

(811, 

Expedition to java - , , 1 




Corps engaged which still exist. 


Remarks, 


5th Bengal Infantry, 
ist and 5th Bengal Infantry. 

2nd Bengal (Light) Infantry 
ist Bengal Cavalry, 


ist Bengal Cavalry ■ ist and 2nd Ben* 
gal Infantry, 
ist Bengal Cavalry. 

3rd Bengal Infantry. 


fa 11 try. 


f cUM VflV^ | 

Infantry, 


3 ody-Guard ; detachment 
Bengal Infantry. 


of 4th 


Gold medal bestowed by the Hast India 
Company on commissioned officers! 
^ and a stiver medal on the men. 

"fcva; on colours and appointments 
(G. G O 43 ol 1829) to the Body 
Gnard Medals granted to all ranks 
b> G. O. G. G- dated aSth October 
toil. 


<SL 


4 * 

1 **j 

00 


'* Deig ,] on colours (G. G. 0 . 43 of 

1B29)* 
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*SN? 



Dec, 77th 
1S15, 

Jan. ist * 

FtU. to Apr* 
Apr. 14th—i6th 
Apr. 25th 
1816, 

Fob. aBth * 

Mar. 1st . 

1817—19* 


sSi 7* 

Nov, as Dec. 

Nov. 26-37 
Dec. i6th 

December 

18 i 3 * 
1819. 


N*p*l War 


Attack on Kalanga • 
Second attack on Kalanga 
Operations against A mar 
Singh. 

Action of Barbarwa , 


Attack on J&ithak 

Disaster at S&manpor 
Disaster at Bursa 
Kumaon operations* 
Taking of M&Lunt. 
Capture of Atmora, 

Battle of Makwanpur 

Action at HarihLrpur 

Mahrattn IRir*-* - 


Operations against Pmdaris 

Battle of SUahafdi. 

Battle of Nagnur * 

Renewed operations agalnsl 
Fin dans. 

Taking of ja wad* 

Operations against A pa Sabt 
Capture of Aiirgarh 


Light Company, 4th Bengal Infantry. 
Ditto ditto. 

A silver medalb^ipwed on all officers, 
British and Native, and on such of j 
the non-commissioned ranks as were 
specially recommended. 

' Detachment of the and Bengal 
Lancers. . 

Detachment of the and Bengal Native 
(Light) Infantry. 

Li&ht Company, 4th Bengal In¬ 
fantry* 

Detachment* 2nd Bengal Lancers, 
Wing, and Bengal Infantry, 

I 

1 

f 

Sappers amt Miners ; ist* 2nd, and 
3 th Bengal Infantry. 

5th Bengal Light Infantry (wing). 

- 

£ 

, Body-Guard; 1st Bengal Cavalry, 
2nd Bengal Lancers, 

G, G. 0 . dated April 14th, iBsij 
granted a medal to all survivors of 
the battle of Sitahaldi and capture 
of Nagpur, 

. 6th Bengal (Light) Infantry 

** Nagpur J1 on colours (G,G* 0 * No* 
503 of iSSst. 

b 

2nd Bengal Infantry, 
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Chronological List of the Services of the Bengal Native Army —continued. 


Date. 


1834— 36 . 
1824. 
Jan* Si Feb 


May 17th 
May. to Dec* 


Decern her 

1825- 

Jan,—April 


Feb. & Mar. 

Mar. 7 th 


ilt6, Jan* 1 Sth 


1839—1831 


Servjce. 


First Burma iFsr — 


Operations in Sylhet and 
Cachar* 

Disaster at Rama. 

Operatiuns at and around 
Rangoon 

Operations In Assam. 


Expedition to and taking of 
Arakan, 


1835* December. 


Expedition to Manipur 
Attack on Donabyy* 


:l 


Siege and assault of Bhtiir tpor', 


Corps engaged which still exist. 


42nd Bengal Infantry* 
Detachment of Body-Guard 


2nd Bengal Lancers, 5 th Bengal 
¥ V ' ’ * eh 


(Light) Infantry, detachments Bth 
ano Qifch Bengal Infantry* 

44th Bengal Infantry* 

Detachment of Body-Guard * 


:st Bengal Cavalry 


Disturbances on the Eastern Fron¬ 
tier* 


\ Sappers and Miners, ist, 2nd, 3rd, 
4th and 9th Bengal Infantry, 


Detachments of 1st 
' Gurkha Regiments* 


and 2nd 


^2rid and 44th Bengal Infantry, 


Remarks, 


^ BbuJtpore ,, on eo^ 
‘ours to cavalry and 
line regiments by 
G.G.O* S5 oi 1826. 

To Sappers and 
Miners by G.G.O. 
3S of 1S52* 


1 0 2nd Gurkha Rifles 
by G. O. C* C. 25th 
November 1859. 


To ist Gurkha Rifles 
by G* G, O. 580 of 
iS 74 - 1 


<SL 


Medals granted to the troops em¬ 
ployed (G.G.Q, 84 of 1826). 


* * A va 11 on colours (G. G ,G. 33 nd A pril 

iSab). 


“ Arakan ” on colours (G.G.G. 22nd 
April 1S26) to 2nd Bengal Lancers 
and 5th Bengal (Light) Infantry* 


|Medal granted 
to all survi¬ 
vors by 
G* G, O. 
dated 14th 
April 1851* 


00 

Q 




THE SERVICES OF THE 




























Jail. iSth 
1S40. 

May 

Sept. iSth 
Sept* & QcL 
Ditto 

1S40—1S42 

>841* 

May 

(S 4 J- 
July aist 

1841, 
February 

April 

July 

October 

Nov,’—Dec 

Nov*—Dec* 

1842, 
January 

M Jan*—April 


, f Operations against the Kols, etc* 
, ' Shekbawati Expedition * * 

First Afghan War {ist Phase) 


Storm of Ghazni . 

Capture of Kalat * . 

Attack on Pashot 

O perations against Gb il zais * 
A ebon of Bamian. 

Operations in KohWtan* 

,, in Baluchistan . 

First China War — * 

Capture of CanW * 

Storming: of Chm 4 Ct&ng-foo* 
First Afghan War {2nd Phase} — 
Operations in the Nam a 
Valley* 

M #t Ghilzais* 

,, j, Du ranis. 

Action? in the Khurd Kabul 
and Jagdalak Passes* 
Occupation of and defence of 
Jalalabad* 

Fighting at Kabul 

Retreat from Kabul * 
Defence of Jalalabad . 


2nd and 4th Bengal Infantry* 

3rd Bengal Infantry. 

ist and 3rd Bengal Cavalry; Sappers 
and Miners* 2nd, 3th and 6th 
Bengal (Light) Infantry, 

3rd Bengal Cavalry, Sappers and 
Miners. 

3rd Bengal Cavalry, 2nd Bengal 
Infantry* 

Sappers and Miners, 12th Bengal 
Infantry* 


ist Bengal Cavalry, 5th and 6th 
Bangui Infantry* 


i 3 th Bengal Infantry, 
Sappers and Miners, 


Broad loot’s Sappers (afterwards in¬ 
corporated with the Sappers and 
Miners l 


“ Afghanistan } ’ on colours (G« 0 *G.G* 
19th November 1S39); six months 1 
bjita {G*O.C, C. 22nd November 
1S39)* 

Ghazni” on colours (G* O, G. G* 
J9th November 1S39). 
i{ Kalat i7 ' On colours by G* 0 * G. G* of 
Febru a ry 15th> i S40, 


Twelve months* bntta for whole cam¬ 
paign; six months’ for the final 
operations; medal to all ranks— 
G* G- O, 54 of 1842* 


Special additional medal and badge 
of a mural crown (G. G, Notification 
30th April *842), 


<§L 
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Chronological List of the Services of the Bengal Native Army — continued. 


Date. 

1 

StKViCE. 

Corps engaged which still exist. 

... . - . - - - j 

Remarks. 

1S42. 

Mar. 6th 

Nov-—May 

First Afghan IVar {2nd Phase) 
—eontd. 

Surrender of Ghazni. 

Defence of Kalat-i*Ghil$a£ . 

Detachment Gth Bengal Infantrv and 

* Kalat-i-Ghilsai 1 on colours of izth 

Mar.—May 

Figb l i ng roun d Kan dahar 

JZth Bengal Infantry. 

Jst Bengal Cavalry; 5th and 6th 

Bengal Infantry {G,G.0.4th October 
184/)+ Special additional medal 
(G. 0*0- October 4th, 1343). Badge 
of a mural crown to the 12th Bengal 
Infantry (G.G.O, No. 174 of 1S91J- 
f Kandahar 1 ^842* on colours (G.G.O. 5 

April 5th 

Forcing of the Khaibor Pass. 

Bengal Infantry. 

Sappers and Miners ; 4th Bengal In¬ 
fantry. 

4th October and 13th December 1842). [ 

Aug. 24th 

Action at Mam 11 Khel 


Aug- 30th 

Sept, 5th 

Battle of Goaine * 

Recapture cf Ghazni 

tst Bengal Cavalry, 5th and 6th 
Bengal Infantry. 

ii=i Bengal Cavalry, 5th and 6th 

i 

f Ghazni, 1343* on colours (G. C. 0. I 



Bengal Infantry. 

4th October 1842.) 

j 

„ 8th 
» 12th—13th 

Action of lagdalak 

Action 1 : at ieiin. and Haft 
Kotal. 

Sappers and Miners. 

Sappers and Miners ; 4th Bengal In¬ 
fantry. 

Sept. . 

Occupation of Kabul . f 

Sappers and Miners; 4th, 5th and 6th 

1 Kabul, 1842* on colours (G* G, O, 4th 
Odobftrand 8th November 1842), 
Further donation of six months 1 fratta 

Sept. ?gth 

Capture of Istalif « 

Bengal Infantry, 

5th and 6th Bengal Infantry . 

1S43. 

Feb* 17 th 

Campaign in Siitdk— 

Battle of Misni * , 

for second campaign; medal to all j 
ranks (G. G, 0. 4th October 1842). ! 

* Sindh,’ * Meeanee* and < Hyderabad' 

Mar, 34th 

,* of Hyderabad . 

The Gwalior Campaign — 

Battle of Maharajpur . 


on colours; medal to all rank;; 

1S43. 

Dec, 39th 

Body-Guard; 3rd Bengal Cavalry; 

(G. G. 0. 205 of 1843), 
f Maharaj pore' on colours (G* G. O* 



Sappers and Miners; 2nd, 6th and 
13th Bengal Infantry. 

^ * 

4th January 1844), Bronze star issued | 
to all ranks. 
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-v . -L-. J - 

- - 1945 ., 

Dec, 18th . 


184&* 
Jan- 3 : 8 th 


Fab. loth 


1S4S, 

September 


Nov, 330 d 
Dec* 3rd 

jaa* 


» 13^ 

Feb. 3 ?st 


- Jm- 


>! Battle of Pauiar * 
| Ths Fir Sikh War - 


fith Bengal Cavalry j Sappers and 
Miners. 


3 ist- 22 nd 


Battle of Mudki * 
fi of Feroxshalir 


Battle of AIi '.vat » 

II of Sobraon 


Second Sikh War — 
Siege of Mooltao 
JuUundur Doab . 


Body-Guard ; 3rd and fith Bengal Ca- 
1 valryj 5 th and ?th Bengal Infantry. 

Body-Guard - t 3rd and 6th Bengal 
Cavalry ; Sappers and Miners : Atb, 
5th and 7th Bengal infantry 
. Body-Guard; 3rd Bengal Cavalry ; 
7th a nd 1 yt h Be n gal 1 0 fa ntry ; ist 
and -nd Gurkha Regiments, 
h B f? y Tp uard; 2ivd Bengal Lancers 5 
6th Bengal Cavalry ; 4th, 5 th, 6th 
7th;, 8th and Qth Bengal Infantry ; 
ist arid 2nd Gurkha Regiments, 


* Paniar* on colours (G. G, O- 4th 
January 1S44R Brooke Star to all 

ranks, 

Medal with clasps for Mudki, Feros- 
sbahG Aiiwal md Sobraon (G, G G 
12 th August 1846), 


"Moodkee/’ “ Feroishahr," «AJj- 
i aEld w Sobraon ** on colours 

(G, G.Q,12th August 1346), 


Affair at Ramnagar, 
Action of Sadulapur 


. Sappers and Miners; detachment of 
the Corps of Guides, 

- 2 * d . R ^gal Cavalry ; j$t and 2nd 
Sikh Infantry : detachment of the 
; Corps of Guides, 


Siege and Capture of Moo Han 


Battle of Chiiiamvala 
„ of Gu jurat ■ 
JuHundur Doab . 


•Sappers and Miners; detachment of 
rne Corps of Guides. 

( jth Bengal Cavalry; Sappers and 
Miners; detachment of the Corps of 
Guides, 

Sappers and Winers; ind and nth 

Bengal 1 man try. 

Sappers and Miners; 2nd and nth 
, Bengal Infantry. 

! 2nd Bengal Lancers; detachment of 
1 the Corps of Guides; 1st and 2nd 
Sikh Infantry* 


P, '» Ja £" IMoo'tan," ‘'Chilian- 
rvailah 'and-Gujerat 1 ' ™ colours 
& October !S«) ; a] w 
medal, with clasps for Moolten, 
Chilian w« 1 a and Gujarat 
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Chronological List of the Services of the Bengal Native Army —coatSnuedL 


Date. 


~. tS 5 *. 

rebru&ry 


March zgth 
1851* 
October . 


*852. 


March 


*SJ*-J 3 . 

4 lS5? ‘ 

April 14th 


1853, 


March 

IBS*- 

December 

December 

*£53, 

November 


Service. 


Kohat Pass .... 

Attack Qti lort of Oihta, m Oudh* 
Expedition against the Mohmauds 

Operations against Swat tribes . 

Second Burma IVat— 

Taking of Rangoon . 

Operations against Myat Toon « 

* Expedition against the Utrnan 
j Khels. 

* ; Waziri Expedition * 

Black Mountain Expedition 

Expedition against the [owaki 

Afridis, 


Corps engaged which still exists 


Remarks. 


rst Punjab Cavalry ; Corps of Guides ; 
and Bengal Infantry and tst Punjab 
Infantry. 

2nd Bengal La seen J Sappers and 
Miners? Corps of Guides; 1st 
Gurkha Regiment* 

2nd Bengal Lancers; 1st Punjab 
Cavalry; Corps of Guides; 
Sappers and m liters; 1st Gurkha 
Regiment; ist Punjab Infaotry. 


4ih Silth Infantry 


2nd Bengal Lancers; Sanpers and 
Miners; s st Gurkha Regiment; 
Corps of Guides. 

2nd Punjab Cavalry; ist, 2 nd, 4th 
and 6th Punjab Infantry* 

No. 4 Mountain Battery; Sappers and 
Miners; lath Bengal Infantry; 
Corps of Guides; 1st Sikh Infantry* 
No* 3 Mountain Buttery; detachment 
of 5th Beagat Cava'ry; Sappers 
and Miners; isfc Gurkha Regiment; 
Corps of Guides. 


India medal granted by G. G. Q*, 
812 of 1869* 


Ditto 

Ditto 


ditto. 

ditto* 


‘Pegu* medal, aiterwards called the 
* India Medal, 1 granted by G. G. G. 
dated sand Dec. 185,1. 
c Pegu 1 on colours to 4th Sikh Infantry 
(G.G.O. ii$th May 1S55); six months 1 
batta; the * India medal’ granted 
India medal granted by G- G* O. 
812 of i£6g* 


India medal (G.C O* 8*2 of i$6g). 
Ditto ditto. 
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i® 57 - 5 »* 
1357 * 
jane—Sep, 


July—Aug. 


Aa£. 25*h 
June—Sep. 


September 


1 Expedition against the Shiranis ) A maintain battery; the sth Pufrjao 


and Kasranis. 


Expedition against the Aka Khel 


M banzai Expedition . 
Bozdar Expedition 


Indian Mutiny Campaigns — 
Siege and capture of Delhi 


Havelock's advance from 
Allahabad tottie relief of 
Lucknow; actions of Fatuh- 
piir, Aoyng, Panda Nadi, 
Cawnpore, Unapt Bashirat* 
gani and Burbia-ki-Chauki, 
Defence of a house ac Arrab. 


Battle of Najafgarh 
Dei'ence of Lucknow 
phase), 


(first 


Firs* Relief of Lucknow 


Cavalry, the ist, 3rd and 6th Punjab 
Infantry. 

No. 3 Mountain Battery . 


No. 2 Mountain Battery; Sappers and 
Miners ; ist Gurkha Regiment; ist 
and 6th Punjab Infantry, 

Nos, i and 2 Mountain Batteries ; 
2nd and 3rd Punjab Cavalry ; Sap* 

f ters and Miners ; 1st and 3rd Sikh 
nfantry ; ist, cud and 4*U Punjab 
Infantry, 


India medal (G,G,0. No. Sis of 1S69;, 

Ditto 

ditto. 

Ditto 

ditto. 

Ditto 

ditto. 


pth and 10th Bengal Lancers ; Sap* 
persand Miners; 32nd Bengal Infan¬ 
try; 2nd and 3rd Gurkha Regi¬ 
ments; rst, end and 5th Punjab 
Cavalry; Corps of Guides; 4th 
Sikh Infantry; ist, 2nd and 4th 
Punjab Infantry. 
t4th Bengal Infantry. 


Detachment 45 th Bengal I a fan try , 


Corps of Guides; 1st Punjab Infantry 
16th Bengal Infantry 


14U1 Bengal Infantry 


Medal! (G.G.O, 36301 1S3E). 

* Delhi 1 on colours (G. G, O. 4 of 
T&64); six months' special batta 
(G. G. O. T499 of *®i 7 )# special 
dasp (G. G. G. 363 of :S$ 3 ;, 


' Defence of Arrah 1 on colours (G r G. 
O. 221 of 1S74}* 

r Special 


* Lucknow * on colours 
(O. G. CL 4 of jS 64>; six 
months* special batta 
(G. G. O. 1544 of 1S5-), 

( Lucknow* on colours 
(G, G. Or 4 of 1864), 


d&sp for 
* Defence 
of Luck¬ 
now'—G. 
G. O.363 
of 1S5S" 

and 733 
VofjSjQ. 


M 
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Chronological List of the Services of the Bengal Native Army— continued. 




Date. 

Service. 

1857, 

Sep. :8th and 

Oct, *oth. 

1 /ttdian M u ti ny Campaigns— 

tontd. 

Actions at Bulandshaiir and 

Agra. 

Hov, 15 th 

Action of NarnauJ . „ 1 

Sep^Nov, iBth 

Not. 14th—18th 

Defence of Lucknow (second 

phase). 

Second Relief of Lucknow 

December 

Ht w. — Dec, * 

J 857 - 5 S. 

Actions of Ganger!, Patiali 
and MainpurL 

Operations in SylhetandCachaf 
Operations in Bihar , , : 


,3 in Central India . 

Un. &']Feb. 

Mar, and—atst . 

Defence of Alamhagh » 
Capture of Lucknow 

April—Aug, 

Rob ilka and Campaign 


Corps engaged which still exBt, 


9th and, ioth Bengal lancers ; 1st, 
2nd and 5th Punjab Cavalry; 
32nd Bengal Infantry; 2nd and 4th 
Punjab Infantry, 

Guides Cavalry ; 'itjth and 31st Ben¬ 
gal infantry. 

14th and l&tn Bengal Infantry, 


Qth and icth Bengal Lancers; 1st, 
2 nd and 5th Punjab Cavalry; 
Sappers and Miners ; 32nd Bengal 
Infantry ; 2nd and 4th Punjab In¬ 
fantry, 

9th and 1 oth Bengal Lancers j 32nd 
Bengal Infantry, 

44th Bengal infantry, 

15th, 2Pth and 45th Bengal Infantry, 


2nd and 5th Bengal Infantry 


ufh Bengal Infantry, 

9th, 1 nth and 1 ith Bengal Lancers ; 
1 st, 2nd and 5th Punjab Cavalry ; 
Sappersatid Miners; r^th and 32nd 
Bengal Infantry ; 2nd and 4th Pun¬ 
jab Infantry, 

15th Bengal Lancers ; i&t, sad and 
5th Punjab Cavalry; J4th l 19th, 
35th and 30th Bengal Infantry j ist 


Remarks, 


* Behar * on colours to 45th Bengal In¬ 
fantry only (G, G, O. 23i of 1874), 
f Central India* on colours to and 
Bengal Infantry (G. G, Q, 40! 1S64); 
special clasp (G. G. O- 733 of 1S59), 


Lucknow 11 on colours (G, G* G. 4 of 
1^64); special dasp (G. G, 0 . 733 of 
i5S9>- 


<§L 


1 ** 
00 

1 CO 


THE SERVICES OF THE 



















Gudh C ampflign 

Abor Expedition 


Second China War-* 
First Campaign * 


Second Campaign 


[ Sikh Imatitry; *st t 2nd and 4th 

I Pun jab Infantry, 
pih, 1 nth and nth Bengal Uoccu; 

$th P unjab Infantn, 

1 43rd Bengal Infantry, 


?th, 10th and nth Bengal Infantry 



Capture ofTaku Forts 

Surrender of Pekin 

TS5S, 


April—May 

Expedition to Sitana , , 

iSsg. 


December 

Expedition against the KaJ 
Khd Wariris. 

1660. 


A pril 

Mmhsud Waziri Expedition 


nth and 19th Bengal Lancers p * 15th 
sotta, a 2nd, 23rd and 27th Bengal 
Infantry, 


nth and 19th Bengal Lancers; 20th 

and 23rd Bengal Infantry,, 


(As above). 


Nos. 3 and 4 Mountain Batteries; 5th 
, and f?th Bengal Cavalry; Sappers 
j and Miners; ist, I2thj 2oth, and 
36th Bengal Infantry; Corps of 
1 Guides. 

Nos; j, 3 and 4 Mountain Batteries ; 
2nd Punjab Cavalry; Sappers and 
Miners; 32nd Bengal Infantry; 
Corps Of Guides ; 4th Sikh Infantry; 
1st, 4th and 6th Punjab Infantry* 
Mountain Batteries; 15th BengalLan« 
Cers; 3rd Punjab Cavalry : Sappers 
and Miners ; 32nd Bengal Infantry; 
Corps of Guides ; 4 th Sikh latantr} 1 ; 
1st, 2nd, 4th and 6th Punjab Infan¬ 
try ; sth Gurkha Regiment, 


Medal with clasp 
according to 


1 China, 1S5S-J9* on 
colours {G, G. O. 

5 V2of rfiSs). 

* China, 1860-62* on > ^ 

colours to tjth, 22nd [ date {G, G T O,, 
and 27th Bengal InA 136 ot 1S62). 
fan try (G, G, O 

592 of tSSz), 

1 ' aku Forts t! and ” Pekin* on colours 
(G. G, O. 132 of 1S62); special clasps 
(G. G. 0 ,136 of iS6z), 


<SL 


India medal (G. G, O, Sis of iS6g). 


India medal (G, G, O, Si2 of 1869), 


India medal (G, G, O, Si4 of 1869), 
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1860*614 
1 862*63 
1863. 

Oct-Dec. , 


m 4 . 

January 

1864-18 *yC 


3 SC 3 , 





Chronological List of fke Services of the Bengal Native Ar ^-continued. 

StavicF, 

Corps cDgagibd which still exist. 

Remarks, 

Sikkim Expedition * , 

15th Bengal Infantry; 3rdSikh Infantry 


Operations in Kfaasjah and lain- 
tiab Hill's, 

Z ?nVntry U **’ ^ 45th Fen ** 1 


Ambda Expedition— 

1 Operasiona against the Mob* 

1 mands* 

Bhutan War— 

^ 0S 't 3 43 ar, d 4 Mountain Batteries ; 
Uth Bengal Lamers; Sappers and 
Miners ; the 14th, zolh, 23yd and 
32nd Bengal Infantry ; the Corps of 
Guides ; the 3rd Sikh Infantry t the 

1 st, 5th and 6th Punjab Infantry ; 
and th e 4 th and 5th Gurkha Regi¬ 
ments. 

2nd Bengal Lancers ; 6th Bengal Ca- 
v *by-2nd Gurkha Regiment: 4th 
Sikh Infantry. 

5*h Bengal Cavalry 1 14th Bengal 
Lancers ; Sappers and Miners; gtb, 
iHh p i2lh, iBlh* 19th, 26th, 29th, 
3&th, yist, 43rd And 44th Bengal : 
Infantry ; 3rd GurfcEm Regiment, 

India medal with special clasp {G.G, 0 . 

Si<j of 1E69 . 

India medal (G, G. O. 116 of 18S4). 

India medal with pi ecbl das p fC. C ,0. 
Stfof 1S70). 


Jam—May # Campaign in Abyssinia , ( 
1S6S. 

October » Rh ck Mountain Expedition 


* 10th Bengal Lancers ; rath Bengal 
Cavalry j sast and 23rd Bengal 
Infantry. 


r Abyssinia ’ on celcurs ; six months 1 
batta and medal (G.G.O. 1 tSi of 1SG9) 


Nos, 3 and 4 Mountain Batteries ; gth 
Bengal Lancers j Sappers and 
Miners ; 3 oth, 24th and 3ist Bengal 
r infantry * Corps of Guides * ssc, 
2ndi, 3rd* 4th and 5th Gurkha 
, Regiments ; 3rd Sikh Infantry ; 2nd 
I Punjab Infantry, 


India medal with special cbso fG. G Q 
86 of 1870). 
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The Bizoti Urakaai Expedition * 

1 St and 4th Punjab Infantry, 

i 

Lushai Expedition * , * 

No, 3 Mountain Battery ; Sappers and 

India medal with special clasp fG*G, 0 

ft;- 

K,. ,**V 


Miners ; 22nd, 27th, 42nd and 44th 
Bengal Infantry • ;nd and 4th Gur¬ 
kha Regiments, 

1295 of 1S72’, 

- 1S72* 




March » 

Dawar Expedition * . , 

Mo. 2 Mountain Battery j i&t and 
2nd Punjab Cavalry \ 1st and 4th 
Sikh To Jan try ; 1st Punjab Infantry. 


1S74-75 

Daphla Expedition . 

No, 4 Mountain Battery y 16th, 42ml 
43rd and 44th Bengal Infantry, 


!S;s. 

Naga Expedition * * * 


February 

42nd and 44th Bengal Infantry* 


1S75-76 

Perak Expedition 

I St Gurkha Regiment, , » 

India medal with special dasp (G. G* 0* 
242 ofiSSo)* 

iSy6-$o 

Nag* Expedition3 ♦ 

i3th, 34th, 42nd, 43rd and 44th 
Bengal Infantry* 

India medal with special dasp iG, G* D* 
344 of iSSr). 

>577-78 

Jowaki Expedition 

Nos* land? Mountain Batteries; 2nd 
Punjab Cavalry ; Corps of Guides ; 
1st and 3rd Sikh Infantry; 2nd, 
4th,, sth and 6th Punjab Infantry ; 
5th Gurkha Regiment. 

India medal with special clasp (G. G*0. 
143 of and 2S3 of rftSa)* 

iSjS- 

Expedition against Shakot * 


March * 

No, 4 Mountain Battery ; Corps of 
Guides, 


>1 * * 

f Expedition against Utman Khds 

Corps of Guides* 


*S;S 

Seanrf Afghan War —* 



1st Campaign * * * * 

Nos* t* 2, 3 and 4 Mountain Batteries; 
Sth, ioth T nth 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th 
and r$ih Bengal Cavalry * rst, 2nd, 
and 5th Punjab Cavalry ; Sappers 
and Miners j 6th, 12th, 14th, 15th, 

1 9th, 2otb ( 21 at, 33rd, 24th, 25th* 
26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 32nd, 30th, 
and 45th Bengal Infantry ; !St, 

* Afghanistan, 1878- i££o 1 on colours 
(G. G,0* 418 of iSSr); medaHG, G.ci 
534) \ si* months' batta (G. G* 0, 
£04 of i$7§)+ 



■ | 
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Ch rono logic a l L ist of tk £ Serv ices of the Be r.ga l Na l we A rmv — continued. 


Date 

Service. 

Corps engaged which still exist. 

j 

Remarks. 

i 3 ;Sp 

Second Afghan fFdr—contd. 

2nd, 3rd. 4th* and 5th Gurkha 
Regiment* i Corps of Guides ; tst 
and, 2nd Sikh Infantry; ist, 2nd 
and 5th Punjab Infantry, 


Nov. 2 ! St . » 

Attack on AH MasfiJ 

No. 4 Mountain Battery ; nth Bengal 
hantsrs ; Corps of Guides j tappers 
and Miners; 6th* 14th, 20th, 27th, 
and 45th Bengal Infantry; ist Sikh 
Infante y. 

' Ali Masjid’ on colours (G. G- 0. 41S or 
iBSl) and special clasp (G. G. 0- 
673 of 1SS0). 

| 

Dec, 2nd . 

Forcing of the Fat war Kotal » 

No. 1 Mountain Battery; nth Bengal 
Cavalry ; 33rd and 39th Bengal 
Infantry; 2nd and 5th Punjab j 
Infantry ; 5th Gurkha Regiment, 

Taiwar Kotal 1 on colours (G. G. O. 418 
ot iSSif; special clasp (G. G. 673 

of rSSo), 

December 

1379 * 

January 

First Expedition to the Bazar 
Valley , , # , ,j 

Second Bazar Valley Expedition : 

Seconr Afghan War *— 

nth and 13th Bengal Lancers ; Sap- 
dl ns; 27th and 45th Bengal Infantry; 
2nd Guile ha Regiment. 

13th Bengal Lancers; Sappers and 
Miners j &h t 34th, 2?tb and 45th 
Bfeo g a 1 Infantry 1 Corp?. ofGu id es ; 
and and 4th Gurkha Regiment?. 



Second Campaign * 

i 

, 

1 

[ 

A& above, under the hea ting 1 iS;S-So 
omitting the 25th Bengal Infantry, 
the 1st Sikh Infantry, and the tst 
and 2nd Punjab Infantry, and *Uh 
the following additions i$t r 3rd, 
4th and 5th Bengal Cavalry; iSfcb 
Bengal Lancet ; 3rd Punjab 

* Afghanistan, [S79-1S&/ on colours 
(G- G. □* 4tS of rBSr) ; medal as 
above ; six months* batta (G.G.O. 450 
oti&Q}. 
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I* * * 

Dec* loth —331*1$ 


p * 17th—24th 

H ' * 

»» 17th—igth 

iftSe, 

Apr* 19th 

» 33rd 


Battle of Charash, 


Fighting on the Shti&rgardan 
Operations at and around Kabul 


Advance from Gandmab to Kabul 
Expedition against the Zairmikhts, 

Defence of Jagdatek * 

Rattle of Ahmfd Khel , 

Actions'at Shales and Arau . 


Cavalry; 2tid T 3rd, 4th. 5th, Sth, gth, 
nth, nth, 16th, 17th, sand 30th, \ 
and 31 Bengal Infantry ;$rd Sikh 
Infaatryj and 4th Punjab Infantry, 

No. 2 Mountain Battery; lit to Bengal 
Cavalry; 14th Bengal Lancers ; 5th 
Punjab f avalry; 23rd and iSth 
BcngsE Infantry ; 5th Punjab In Fan- 
fry ; sth Gurkha Regiment. 

No. 1 Mountain Bntery ; list Bengal 
Infantry ; 3rd SikH Infantry, 

No. 1 and 2 Mountain Batteries; 
J2th Bengal Cavalry; 14th Bengal 
Lancers ; 5th Punjab Cavalry ; Sap¬ 
pers and Miners; 23rd and 2Sth 
Bengal Infantry ■ Corps of Guides ; 
5 th Gurkha Regiment ; 3rd Sikh 
Infantry* 5th Punjab Infantry, 

No. 4 Mountain Battery ; Sappers 
and Miners ; 2nd and 4th Gurkha 
Regiments 

No, 1 Mountain Battety ; 1st Bengal 
Cavalry; 13th and tSih Bengal 
Lance: s ; tappers and Miners ; 13th, 
20th and 2nth Bengal Infantry ; 4th ! 
Punjab Infantry. 

Detachments of IN 0.4 Mour-tain Battery 
and loth Bengal Lancers; 24th 
Bengal Infantry ; detachments of the 
2nd and 41b Gurkha Regiments* 

] 9th Bengal Lancers ; 1st and 2nd 
PunjabCavaky ; tappers and Mi¬ 
ners j 15th, 19th and 25th Bengal 
Infantry; 3rd Gurkha Regimem ; 
and Sikh Infantry. 


‘Charaaia* on colours (G. G* O. 418 
of iBSi>; special clasp (G. G.O, 673 of 
18S0)* 


f Kabul, 1879* on colours (G* G* 0 , 418 
of xSBr); special clasp (G* G- O* 673 

of i 9 So)„ 


As above* 


‘Ahmad Khd* on colours (G.G, 0*4iS 
of i8S0; special clasp (G. G. G* 673 of 
:88ob 


!<§l 
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Bengal native army. 
















Date. 


iSSo, 

ApL 35th , 


August , 


Sep. 1st , 
183k 

May 


iSSs, 

Aiig.—Sep, 


Sep, 13th * 


1633-^4 * 

IB 34 , 
October , 


Chronological List of the Services of the Bengal Native Army— continued. 


SB RVlClv, 


I 


Action at Chihildaktcrftiij in the 
Logar Valley, 

March to Kandahar , , ^ 

Battle of Kandahar „ , 3 

fcfahsud Waziri Expedition , 


\iim io Egypt * \ 

of Tel-d-Keblr . J 


Expedition io Egypt 
Battle 


The Akha Expedition 

Zhob Valley Expedition 


Corps engaged which still exist. 


No. 2 Mountain Battery ; 3rd Punjab 
Cavairy ; 45th Bengal Infantry ; and 
Gurkha Regiment; Corps of Guides, 

No. 2 Mountain Battery ; 3rd Bengal 
C avalry j 3rd Punjab Cavalry ; T^th, 
24th and 25th Bengal Infantry ; 2nd, 
4th and 5th Gurkha Regimtots ; 
2nd an d 3rd Sikh Infantry, 

N^s, i. 2, 3 and 4 Mountain 

Batteries \ iSth Bengal Lancers ; ist 
and 4th Punjab Cavahy ; 8th Com¬ 
pany of Sapp^s and Miners j r 4 th 
aoth, 2ist, 30th and 32nd ^Pioneers?) 
Bengal Infantry ; m and 4th Sikh 
Infantry j m 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 
and 6th Punjab Infantry. 

2nd Bengal Lancers; 6th Bengal 
Cavalry ; rjrfi Bengal Lancers ; 7th 
and 20th Bengal Infantry, 


No. 1 Mountain Battery ; Sappers 
and Miners > T2th anti 43rd Bengal 

Infantry, 

10th Bengal Lancer*; 5th Punjab 
Cavalry * Sappers and Miners ; 1st 
and 45th Bengal Infantry: 4th 
Punjab Infantry. 


Remarks, 


* Kandahar, iSSo 1 on colours (G, G, O. 
41S of 1881}; special clasp fC. G. Q 
673 of 1880J ; bronze star fG. G. O 
534 of i$So), 


4 Egypt* 1583 ’ on colours fG.G, 0.34i 
°f \ ™edal (G, G, O. 578 and 665 
ol i&sta) j hre^e star ;G. G O *2* 
of 1883). v 

1 Tel-el-Kebir* cn colours fG. G, O, 341 
of *883} ; special d asp fG, G. G, 60 < 
of iSSa). 
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tBS$— 1GS7 


1SS5. 
Nof, ijth 

i$SS. 
October * 


18SS 

iSBS—ieSg 


! SuaktH Kxjpedition 

H econnatssance to Htshin 
Battle of Tofrek 

Third Burma War-* 

First Phase 


Taking: of Minhta 
Black Mountain Expedition 


Sikkim Expedition 

Third Burma li ar-* 
and Phase * 


I 


gth Bengal Lancers15th tnd J/th 
Bengal Infantry, 


Nos* 7 and $ {Bengali Mountain 
batteries; Sappers and Miners j ist 
2nd, 4 th, 5th. ioth, nth, rath, 
i6th, iSth, 26th, 2;th, 42nd, 43rd 
and 44th Bengal Infant ; 3rd 
Gurkha Regime at. 


. i 2nd and nth Bengal Infantry* 

No, 4 Mountain Battery ; 15th Bengal 
Cavalry ; Sappers and Miners ; M^h, 
24th, 29th, 34 th, and 45th Bengal 
Infantry; 2nd and 3rd Sikh [nfanLryj 
4th Punjab Infantry ; 5th Gurkha 
Regiment 

13th and 32nd Bengal Infantry 3 2 nd 
Battalion, 1st Gurkha Regiment. 


Nos. 7 and S Bengal Mountain Bat¬ 
teries; io'h, 12th, 33rd and 42nd 
Bengal infantry. 


‘Suetcm, 1BS5* on col 
47.8 of iSB&h Egyptian meda! 
655 of 1SS5) j bronze star 
S49 of iSSj}, 


■yptiao meda! {G*G.O,jf ^ ™ 

rooze star (C. G. O, \OJ 


* Tofrek s on colours (G,G* G* No, 47S 
of r8£6 ); special clasp (G- G, O* 655 
of 1SS5), 


r Burma, tSS 5 —-S 7 ^ on colour? f6.G* 0, 
64 of 1891J1 ; India medal with special 
clasp ifi. G* O, 434 of 1 S$7; . 


India medal with special clasp (G. G* O, 
431 of iSSoh 


India medal with special daSp (G. G, 0 , 
31 of 1290), 


4 * 
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Chronological List of the Services of the Bengal Native Army —continued. 


Date. 

Service, 

Corps engaged which stilt exist 

Remarks. 

I&8S—:88$ 

1889—1 Sgo 

1890 

Oct.—Nov. 

Lushai Expedition , * . 

Chin-Lushai Expedition 

! Zhob Valley Expedition , , 

- 

2nd and 9th Bengal Infantry; 2nd 
Battalion, 2nd Gurkha Regiment, 

No. 7 Bengal Mountain Battery ♦ ; 
loth, 3 Sth,and -42nd Bengal Infan try: 
2nd Battalion, Gurkha Regiment, 

TSth Bengal Lancers* 1st and 3rd 
Punjab Cavalry; Nos. 1 and 7 
Mouritain Batteries; 1st nod 

Sikh Infantry ; and Punjab Infaatrj. 

India medal with special dasp (G G. 0 
275 of 3890), r 

i 



1890-1393, 


i8gi, 
January , 


F89N 


Expedition? against the 
Lushais, etc* 


Chms, ; No. S (Bengal) Mountain Battery s 

1 detach mentsof the 3rd, 7th and 1 Sth 
Bengal Infantry; the 30 th Bengal 
Infantry ; detachment of the 40th 
Bengal Infantry ; the 2- 4 th Gurkha 
Rifles. 


fust Miraniai Expedition, . Nos, 3 and 4 Mountain Batteries■ two 

. squad rons of the 5 th Pun j 1 b Cava I ry ■ 

. tj ie 5^1 Company of the Bengal 
Sappers and Miners; the 22nd, 23rd 
and 29th Bengal Infantry ; the 3rd 
Sikh Infantry; and the 1st, 4th and 
5th Punjab Infantry. 


I 


Mfirch—April 


* Operations in .Manipur 


No, S (Bengal) Mountain Battery ; ' 
detachments of the 13th and i3th 
Bengal Infantry; the 4 2nd, 43rd 
j 44tU Bengal Infantry; the r-and 
and 3- 4 th Gurkha Rifles. 


Wh 1.KW with special dwp (G. G. 
O, No, 633 of 1S93J, 
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April 


April—May 


December 

* 

1893, 
October . 




May . 


Black Mountain Expedition -1 

1 

No, 3 Mountain Battery (three guns); 
l s t h Be jig 1 * IL a n cet s (one squ ad < on) ; 
the *|th Company of the Bengal i 
Sappers and Miners; the i ith, 32nd | 
a nd 37tlr Bengal Infantry % the 
Guides Infantry ; the 4th Sikh 
Infantry ; the 2 5th Gurkha Rifle*; 
and the K ha Star Rifles, 

India medal with special da*p (G, G* 

0 , No, 355 of iSga). ( 

, Second Mranaai Expedition 

I 

| 

No. 2 Mountain Battery (three cues) ; ■ 
No, 3 Mountain Battery \ the Punjab 
Carrion Battery (three guns); the 
15th Bengal Lancers; two squadrons 
of the 5th Punjab Cavalry ; the ^th 
Company of the Bengal Sappers 
and Miners; the 15th, igth^aytH and 
sgth Bcnpal Infantry; the 3 f d Sikh , 
Infantry; the \$i t end and 6th j 
Punjab Infantry; and the J-3th 
Gurkha Rifles. 

India medal with special clasp (G* G. 

0 . No, 61 of 1892}* 

. | Operations in Hunza and Nagar . 

No* 4 Mountain Battery (two guns); 
party of Bengal Sappers and M iners; 
and detachments of the 20th Bcegal 

| Inrantry and i-5thGurkha Rifles. 

India medal with special clasp (G* G, 

O. No. gSd of iEga). 

j 

' 

* Isaiai Expedition . * 

rNo. 1 Mountain Battery; the 4th and 
Hh Companies of the Bengal Sappers 
and Miners; two squadrons of the 
nth Bengal Lancers; the 25th and 
30th Bengal Infantry; the4th Sikh 
Infantry; and ihe i-5tb and 3-5th 
Gurkha Rifles* 


. Expedition against the Kuki 
village of Me ogham. 

i Detachment 43rd Bengal Infantry 
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BENGAL NATIVE ARMY. 
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Chronological List of the Services of the Bengal Native Army—* concluded. 

Date. 

Service, 

Corps engaged which still exist* 

Remarks, 

1S94. 

January—March 

Abor Expedition 

Detachment 44th Bengal Infantry. 

j 

Oct—Nov, 

Widristai) Boundary Delimits- 

No. 3 Mountain Battery; No. 2Com- 


* 

1S94-05. 

Deo—Jan. 

tiott* 

Warifistan Expedition • 

pany, Bengal Sappers and Miners; 
one squadron of the rst Punjab 
Cavalry | the 20 th Bengal Infantry; 
Mst Gurkba Rifles; and the 3rd 
Sikh Infantry. 

No?* 1,3 and 8 Mountain Batteries; 

\ 

India medal with special clasp (G, G, 

} Q* No. loSz of i&jj). 

1895* 

March—April , , 

Chitral Gptr$ti&nZ+ 

Defence of Chitral Fort * 

N05* a and 5 Companies, Bengal 
Sappers and Miners; the 1st (two 
squadrons), and (one squadron) and 
3rd Punjab Cavalry; the 20th, 33rd 
and 38th Bengal Infantry; the l-rst 
and i“5th Gurkha Rifles; the 1st 
and 3rd Sikh Infantry; aod the 
and, 4th and 6th Punjab Infantry* 

Detachment 14th Bengal Infantry, 

1 

/ 


Action at Res bn r. . , , 

Action near Koragh , 

Defence of Mastuj « „ , 

March from Gllgit to Chitral; 
actions at Chai<*Iw&t and Nisa 
GoK 

Detachment Bengal Sappers and ! 
Miners. 

Detachment 14 th Bangui Infantry* 
Detachment 14th Bengal infantry* 
Wing 32nd Bengal Infantry* 

: -• ! 
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UENGAL NATIVE ARMY, 













INDEX, 


A DAZAI . 

Abfaas^ich . 

Abbott* Augustus, Captain 
„ Jttroesj Captain 
A bfcol tab ad 
Abdur Rahman* Aimr 
Abet Crum by. Sir Ralph* Licutcrcant-Gc 
,* Sir Robert* Major-General 

Abors 

Abor expeditions 
Abyssinian war , 

Achmuty* A., Cap tain 
„ A* F.* Captain 
Active Reserve » 

Adam Khd (Afridia) - 
Adams* John Wittmgton* Lieut,-Colcm. 

„ Thomas* Major 
Adalatnagar* action of 
Adji River* action near 
A duet, Joseph* Captain 
Aeng pass * 

.Afghanistan 




59 , 33 *i 346 * 14/: 34 ^ 


Afghan war* First 
)t t3 Second 
Afghans in the Punjab 
Africa, Indian soldiers in Fast an 


paoh 

, * 3 SS, 26G 

. * 379, 3^ 

. i 36 

, I * *26 

3*9# 3$5 
$ 6 &, 369 
• 59,74 

* SO, tef 63 ,64,65 

, 3 Q 4 , 420 

294 , 430 
. . Jl6— 18 

31 

< . * 3*»3<> 

■ , 410—11 

* # 949—50 

r-Ge nfi ra l * fc 11 2, t * 34 * 1 54 

20, 2i, 22* 25, 

root *0- 

. 

to 

347 . 38 

167, 169, I/O* 17 1 J. 172* .74* l 56 , 1B7, *95, 


Br 




Central 


36 i 


36 % 370 . 374, 375, 3?6 
167—92 

336—75 

259, 240 
4 sf? -29 


Afridis.* tS 5 , 1 SIS, 16 ft, 250,339, 340, 4*-’ 

Afridt*, Adam Kbel • •«••-***- 

„ AkaKhei.‘ * - - * *55# *58 

,* enlistment of ..»*.* * * • * * 4^ 

„ Jovvaki ^54, 2 $&, 3 24—25 

„ Kohat Pass .. ■ < * 

Jr Zaka Rhe! ..339, 34® 

Afshar iAushar) -■■•«*■ « * * * * 353 

Afial^rh, battle of * ■ * * - 99 

Agra. . tft*B4 , 86* Sg, 91*92^00* tag, 198, 267, *7^277 

Agra Levy ( 38 th Rental Infantry) . . * * ■ « 2 99#3® 3 i3°3 

Ajfror Vfllky .* * # . * . 3*9# 3<55 

Abirwa* action at.. * 269 

Ahmad KheL battle of ..3*5—$7 j 3/4 

Ahmad pur ...-**•* ■ # * * * s 7 


Ahmadidbs, M&ulvi 01 Fyxabad 


2 E 2 





































INDEX. 


& 


Sr, 


a, Jf> 3 , to 


2 JO 


107 


JV } tS5, 191, 337 * 33S* 


PACK 

4^413 

io; 

15? 

31S. 39ft 4>9 


3S0 

3B0 

255 

io (5 

77. us. iPS 




13 

255 
310 
31 * 

pS, 3°* 
75 

3^3 

95 

4 

61 , 266 , 2$1 

99 , 392 * 303 

. \2 

,344> 349» 35, 
339» 340* 347* 


247 
23S 

So, 3S1 —S2 


Alnmedahad * 

A^al - 
Xjigarb « 

Ajiflir ► * 

Akazats 

Akbarpar . * 

Akha? 

AkKa expedition 

Akba-Khet A(rid*s 

Akbaiis * * 

Akhtar Khan 
Akoktoung 
Akrattt Khan 
Alambagh 
A lam Gif Sani 
Alatn KUb • 

Aldridge, Robert BartMot, Captain 
Alexander, George, Lieutenant 
Alexander’s Horse 
Alexandria- * 

A Li a bad Kota! 

AU BoLfhan 

Allman) 

Aligarh (Bengal) 

(North-Western Provinces) 

* Lo vy (3 9 th Be n j?a l I n fa ntry) 

Ali Collar * 

AliKhel , - • "* 

Ali Ma^d - * ; rt * , _ , 

All pore Regiment,-^ ^th Bengal Infantry. 

Aimak battle of . • - * * * * * * ' * ** ’ ^g 

AUnhahad . . -2 4 , *S,*9. 3°. 34, 37, 3^, So, 8G, 134. '3S, 2 &s , 2 ®‘’’ 

Levy (33rd Bengal Infantry) . . -’<)9. 301,303, 3°3, see 33™_«- 

Altai country ****** * " * ^ JX ' ^4 

A Imam captured * - * * * * * * ' 3 S 7 

Alon "’ ra . IS', 1 s® 

Amarapura - * * 1 * * * f ' _ 

Araar Singh Thapa .. . i.o, iai. - 

Arob (JuBunder Doab) • *«■-*''** 

B (on the Indus) *********** gg 

Amfcaji Inglia --*-•*••***- ' 

* . t . 3cf. s 30B, 311 

An,bela * . .. . 306-1; 

w expedition * * . . , e T 

,. .. . 

.*. '.89,99, . A >3S 

Amir Mian * . - 

Amir of Kabul,— Dost M# hainmad , 169 , l?o, 374* l 75^ '7°r n7i 

736,338,336; ShahShuja, 167, l6S, 169,170—73, 176, 177, >9'7 '« fr 


12 ? 
























INDEX, 



Ali k ha?h 347 i Khan, 347>35^. 351; Abdu* Rahman 


Amirs of Sind * * - » * 





Amir-uUMulk, Mehtar of Chitral 




* < 422 

Amcrha 





Amoy *,,,,♦*« 





Amritsar . , * • 



10?, 107, 

242 t 271, 4^8 

Anandiraj, Rajah 





Anburey, Sir Thomas, Major, Brigadier, Major-General 



■4$, »54< L c 9 

Andaman Islands ,»■*>* 




65* M 6 

Anderson, Alexander Dunlop, Major . 




- - 344 

r , Alexander John, Lieutenant 




. 2S3 

,, Edward Albert, Lieutenant 




■ 313 

„ John, Captain , 




* 24® 

„ W illia in. Cap lain t B en ga l A rt t He ry 




- 1 174 

„ William, Captain, 59th Native Infantry 




, * 186 

,, William Andrew, Lieutenant 




- 3Z3, 237 

„ Robert Burn, Lieutenant 




. 207 

An dree, Frederick, Captain , 




* . 115 

Angela, Frederick Canning Corttftfidt, Lieutenant 




4 - 364 

„ Raymond Dig by, Lieutenant « 




* . 4^1 


f> 3 > 


Armesley bay, Abyssinia 
An son j Hon'blc George, General 
Aritaio, Abyssinia 
Anti i * * 

Anupsbahr 
A flung, action at 
A pa Sahib of Nagpur 
Apparbal Sing * 

Arabi Pasha 
Arabs at Nagpur, etc, 

Araf 

A r alan . 

Araksn Local Battalion 
Arbuthnot, C G** Brigadier-General 
Archdeacon, John, Captain 
Argandab. - 

ArgUaadeh . 

Arikera, bat Lie of * * * 

Arki 4 

Armiment ,—vide Equipment 
Armstrong, Andrew Bigoe, Lieutenant 
„ G eor ge Andre w, E nsig n, 

Army, Bengaly^w^ Ben gal, 

Aimy 0! Exercise 
„ Gwalior * 
n the Indus 
„ the Punjab 
„ Kcserve 
y , the Sutlej 


4$, M 9 , ije, 15 




160 




368, 


* 33 * 


317 
364 
3*7 
200 
$ 4 > 71 
269 
*34» US 
103 
371/ 
* 32 , 3J4i US 

* 51 ! 
164, -47, 388, 350 

247,24S 
349,364, 369 
, 62 

. 373 

353, 354 
4 5 S 
til 

. MS 
» 210 

4 IOS 

598—^ 
l6j“6Pi 
22b—27 

* 102 
2o6, 212, 216—17 
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Army Organisation Coimiii- 
Arnalla 

Arnold* J,, Colonel 
„ R*, Colonel 

Arogi 

Arrah , 

f , house, defend 

Articles of War , - 

Artillery in Calcutta, 3 , 4? Org*nM » n two Company, - - 

Attached tu brigades, 3*>, 3 * \ Native, 40, 53 * 75 , 1 * 4 , H* i Experimental 
troop f'i horsy; artillery, 74 i Native Home formed, 141—42? Organised, 

, ,i_6^ - United with Royal Regiment, 3031; Mountain Batteries,— **# 
Funfab Frontier Force j Of Bengal 


: of 


VAGfl 
- . 43 C 

43 

* rai, 

, 167 

, aif.ii? 

1276,37?! 2 ®4 

276—77 t 290 
. 3 j 


Its strength, 17 j 


Artillery, Companies of, fur service at Hong: 

Mauritius , - * * 

Aran - - 

Adamite in Irregular Cavalry 
Ashburnham, Hon*ble T., Brigadier 
Ash ret h * 

Aahta . 

Asirgarh * • 

Asm&i Heights, Kabul 
Assam, expedition to, 63; operations in 145, 14S 


Kong, Singapore, Ceylon* and 

4^9 
3*7 
26 1 
si? 

4 # 

U 3 , *34 
‘35, 1362b! 
3 ^ 35 *, 357 
413,153, 0.4 ; disturbances in, 15 7 * 
204* ZoS * 322—23,3^4 


* * 157,403, 408— f A? 

„ regiments * * Dt * 

n Light Infantry, — vide 4,2 nd and 43rd Bengal Infantry 
„ Lot?ul Aitidery « - * 

Attock , * * • * 

A^snye, medal fur battle of 
A-ichmuty, Sir Samuel, Lieuttnant-Gfcneral 
Aurangzeb 
Aasliar (Afsbar) . 


Auzangam defile 
Ava . 

AvHabilc, General 
Aylmer, F, J. Captain 
A y leu xi, J ohn Marriott* Lieutenant 
Ayub Khan 

A ram garb * ■ 

Animat garb * 

Azimatullah Khan 


145, i 53 


* 290 
22ft, 230 

* 

J Jo 

- 2, 12 
. 055 

, 3*4 

43, 262, 3S6 

• 09 

, ?94 

3*3, 370. 373, 370* 374 

266 , 2 S 4 > 3 SS 

. , 28 4 

341* 3+2i 


164* 242 , 


BabaAVsIi ■ *_**•*•* 

Backhouse, Julius Ii.. Captain * • - * ■ 1 

B&daksh&n . * 

Haddele), w. c, Captain . . . * • ■ _ * 

l^addeley^ Horse,— vide Rohilta Cavalry and 3rd Bengal Cavalry 

Btdara, battle of ■ * ■ ‘ 1 ' 


iSS, 37 -* 375 
184, 

* « 33 * 

. 114* *33 






























INDEX 


Bad cock, A. R., Major * 

„ l\ F f Lieutenant 
B&ddri - 
BacTelfh 
Badubad 

Bad 1 i-kt -St rbattle of 
Dadliowal, action at 
Bagli, (Jowaki Country)* 325 I (Z&imv 
Bagk>o , 

Baglielkhaod (Rew»h) 

Bagot, Humphrey, Lieutenant, 

8 abas st a . 

Bahawalpur 
Bahraich « 

Baighui River, battle of the 

U&illfc, Sir liwen, Captain, Lieutenant 
, f William, Colons! 

Baitt\e-ki~paltan 

Bailun*h {•paltitn 
Baio 

Bakd, Sir David* General 

(> John McDonald, Captain 
Jlsiiswara 
Ha it til 
Daiiai 
Bajaur 
Hajgah 
Ba*i Rso . 

Baker, Edwaid, Lieutenant 

„ Thomas 11 urand, Krigadif r-C 


iakrim - 
laksa (Bhutan) 
taUs&T Ghat , 

lalaciPt * 
taJa Hisa r 
iala 

4J t ass (Bhutan 1 . 
tn?a Rao 
|*!a$bre 

Jdbkadr^ Singh 
Said win, G. MU Lten tenant 
Jalesh KHel - - - 

jaji Q, t LieutenanLCoIonei 
W., Lieutenant 
tall-Ac bon, Colon#! 
laluch battalions 
ialuehis . * 

Baluchistan 



357 , 35 <> 
312 
3 1 4 , 3*5 
389 
2 *S 7 
11 3 , ITf > 
42b 
sr-o 
87, 10 

S?, 3 P 
37o 

373, 2*6, 288, 37 *, 403 
171 , 17 k f 9 &— 97 , 2^3 
171, 174, 276, 177 , >0 


























INDEX. 


Bam field, Daniel, Major 
Damian 

Danas River * 

Banda, N,-W, F, 

Banda, N,~W. P, 

Bandel . ■ 

Bandi 

Bandula, Mahfl, Bun ties# General 
Bangalore 
Bank i pore 

Banks' House, Lucknow * 

Ban nti * 

H apart* 4 

Bapu ji Scindia 
Baia, valley 
' Barabati . 

Daragaon 
Baraga rhi 
Bar up Pass 
Burrin', a Hal 
Barchar . 

Barclay, Frank Miles, Lieutenant 
Bardg^on 
Bard hi * * 

Barechis « * 

Bareilly . 

Bargies .■ 

Birbarwa * 

Bari, action at 
Barjirtia * 

Uarka-kl-Serai 
- B nrka r*hi ~palta u 
Barker, George R t> Brigadier 
„ Sir Robert, Colonel 
Barnard, Sir Henry William, Major-General 
Barodu , 

Bar rack pore * 

i% Mutiny at, in rS34 

u Disarming o{ the tioops at 

Barry, Henry, Captain 
Barter i Richard, Brigadier “General 
Barwa . . * 

Basaual 

Bashiratganj, %hls at 
Bassa 4 

Bassuin (Bombay) * 

,, (Burma) 

Bass tan . 


39 


17 ^ 


32 S, i 


127 , 153 * 2ot,: 


52, Gti, 163, 3 Q 2 , 






















INDEX* 


Bassikhel {AfridisT * 

Batavia . . 

Bateman, 1 , Licutenant-Culonul 

Rati . * 

Ratta Mutiny . t * ■ 

Ratta, reduction of . 

Battioc, W*» Major-General . * 

Battye, A., Captain . * * - 

„ Frederick Drummond, Lieu ten an bCo] one 
, t Lei#b Richmond* Major 

it Wigram, Captain, Major 

Ijaungslm Chins 

Bazar valley . 

Rea dun, Hugh, Assistant-Surgeon 
Reas River * ■ 

Rentsoft, Dotiglaa C. Lieutenant * 

Beat son’s Horae ♦ ■ * * 

Reddy, Edwin, Lie ate nan t, C^Jr.nct 
Reding field, Richard G., Liem.enant * 

Begum Kotij Lucknow 
Begum Samru . 

Bela * 


Belbrds - ► ♦ * ■ 1 

Beley, Charles Harold Hcpvvortb, Captain 
Belgram . 

Remani Heights « 

Benares . 2 4 , 2 

„ Horse * 

Bcntnolen ■ * * 

Bencoolen, expedition to 

Bengal, disturbances in . ■ * 

1( Euiopean battalions and regiments 

Alilitary Police Battalion 

* * .. - 

„ Mutiny in ■ 

„ Nawabof > ■ * 

,i Settlement of British in > 

, , Sepoys, fi r st ^enton ser vice by sea 

pi mf lost at sea * 
v Vtomanry Cavalry 
Bengal Army 


as. 


9» 4 


4 ^> 


4> 7i 



37 9 
3y6 
36 

no, 127, 140,266 
181, J®2, 266, 357 
« 298,300 

- ,*55,65 

55 

. 157 

4, 9, 26,30, 44, 45, 461 47* 

96* 99, i5S“5b> if> 2 

15th Bengal infantry#') 

■ * 283-84 

»2 et r 7 et, scy\ 

■ * ■ ' b 2 ; 3 

- 10,36,35 

* * * ■ 36,50,5 s 

.284 

5, *3* M, l 7, r8, 21, 22, 23 


Augmentations of tG^ tj. 18, 21—2,30, 34 — 5,30 — 4 *, 44 _ 45 , 

5*, 52-53, 56, 651 70, 7 *> 73, ?S—79,87— 

S8, 10J, 114, *37, *38, 140, 153, 160—163, 

193, 201—02, 22 j — 22, 241, 298-99, 32S— 

f 29, 40.3, 4c\' 

n Batteries and Regiments of the— 

No* 7 (Bengal) Mountain Battery * 393 , 39 ®, 399 , 4^, 401, 402, 403. + 3 > 

































INDEX. 
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PAGE 

N 

n£*L] Army, Batteries and Regiments oi the— contd. 

No. S (Bengal) Mountain Battery 393, 398 t 399, 400, 403,413, 

4*5, 43' 

t he Govtrnor*Gcneral J a Butty Guards—see Body Guard, 

1st Ben gat Cavalry 99, wi—c2, to2, 107, 113, 117, 128, tag* 

(tff J' 54 » i 6 4 t *67, 170, *72, i?G, 18l, 

T»7> rSn, *93, 354- 26i f 300, 329, 4‘>8, 43* 

(Lancers) * 114, ntS P 122, 123, 129, 130,139* 

151, 196, 206, jis, 3 iS, 235, 25©* 

25 G 258, 300* 313 * 329, 37 *, 403, 4 a 8 , 43 * 
loj, 1 lj* I Mt »9, I 39, 157, 17*>, 

[71* 17 2 t I79i 181,102, 198, 199, 

?t3 P 214 2 j4 4 261, 300, 329, 349, 

3 ^ 3 > 307 , 37 <N 372, 405, 4oE ( 43* 

,* i€a, to 6, 192, 206, 300, 329, 363, 3^4,3?o* 

403,408, 43 

„ 3 or, £ 33 , 226, 22E, 233 s 334* 265, ^91, 30^ 

3^2, 313 s 329 * 363, 3% 405, 40S, 4h \\ 
(Lancers) , 196, tgiB, 2oi P 212, 2x3, 276, 300, 

5 ii* , 113 * 5 ^ 9 , 378 * 405. 4 oS f 431 
» sai, 229, 380, 300, 32 q, 387* 388,390, 392, 404, 

405, 408,431 

» ■ J2 * j 36 5 1 391, ,joo, 3 29, 345 , 34 5 , 347 * 405 * 408,431 

„ (Lancers) 271, 272, 274* 275 > 277 , 27E, 280, 

28^283, 286, 29S, 3oo, 319, 326, 

jsg, 381, 382. 3S3, 3 “ 4 , 403 > 4^8, 43 * 
- ) 298, 300,317,336,339, 333, 338, 

343, 349, 359, 36 o, 381,405, 408, 431 
( 1, ) 271,281,283, 286, 296,297, 198, 

ago, 300, 306, 329., : Z 3 * 337 , 3^9, 

34f 1 404- 4^5, 4**8, 418, 420, 423, 426, 43- 
- 298, 299, 3oo, 317, 329* 343* 3481 35«, 358* 405, 4w8, 43 * 

,, (I oncers) 298, t 299, 3cci, 320 , 333 , 33 & ? 339 , 

340, 34*, 35 L 36o, 378,405, 40*, 431 
„ ( ,, ) 289, 298, 300, 313, 315, 329, 533, 

34 *S 35 a ’“ 3 * 353 , 354 , 356, 357 , 405, 4 <&> 431 
h t »i ) 285,288, 293, £98, 300, 329 , 395, 

405. 408, 431 

..298, 300 * 3 1 9 , 3 29 , 403, 40S, 4S1 

„ . . 20, 3iJO, 3SO, 349, 362, 363, 403, 404, 408, 431 

„ (Lancers) 398, 300, 329, 360, 375, 402, 405,408* 43' 

■j ( ** ) 29 329, 333 , 345 , 

3 ~f 9 * 365,366, 36 G 4 ° 4 > 4 ° 5 - 40 %, 4 ( 7 , 431 
^orps oi Sappers and Mine-^-etsc ffra/a Joiners, 

1st Bengal f nfa rrtry , 40, 51, 6$, iiy, 69, 81,84. 86, 88, 91, 125, 

( 37 , M3, *54* 135* 164, 16S, 201, 265, 
a$L jyi t 3 £ji p 302, 303, 33 o t 381, 3^9, 39®. 

392, 4o*> ( 428, 43* 


and 


3rd 


4 th 


5 ^h 

6Ch 

7th 

Sth 

9 th 


roth 
t rth 

lath 
13th 

14th 

15th 

i6tb 
17th 
ifctb 
1 gtn 





Bengal Army, Batteries and Regiments of 


4 


and Bengal Infantry 

&d „ - 

4*ti m t* 

%th « (* 

tlth Hi -J 

/lb .. * 

Sill Ip 


gth « -i 

iolb v » 

11 tli * „ 

i rth M h 

*3th „ n 


* 7 1 3 77* B i , S5, 84, S6, 93* 96, 9^ n S, 12^ 

I 3 $ t I25i *27, 136, 143* *54, *55* 

15R, i6 j t 168, 171, 173} J 9S> 199* 201 > 

302, 2t>4, 336, 22$> 229* 231, 240, 

249, 35S, 367, 290, 3©1* 30^ 3«3i 33o> 

385, 386, 388, 38?, 390> 4co, 406, 42s, 43 > 

. 71,78, 103, 104, 107* *“8* M3* *54* i55i 

155, 159* i6 4, J94 ? 2 42j 3oi, 302, 303, 

330, 370, 401, 406, 42fc, 431 
, 71, 8i, 84, Ss, 86, 88, 1*3, *06, «oS p 

til, Ii?i M3, *54, 158, S59* *64, 

156, JQQ, 193, 3O3V207, 211,5112,918, 

219, 240, 301, 302, 303,330* 370, 38s, 

406,4281 4Jt 

‘ 78, 89, 91, 93, 104, tos, 106, 111, 124* 

i43, 151, 164, lG 3 f m> >?Q* & 7 > 1.89, 
fSg, 1QE* 193, 204, 206, 208, 21 t, 2t2j 
215, 2lS, 25 s, 267, 3C3, 301, 303, 303, 

330 P 3%, m* 392, 406, 42S, 43 i 

♦ 88,106, 107, 108, 112, 131, M3, *49, 

168, 172, 176, 179, iS?, iS8> 18& 191, 

193, 19S, W« so 2 * 204, 3t3 * *l8* 2 *9, 

220, 2?6, 301, 303, 3°3» 330, 33 s * 340, 

4«4» 40G* 4?S, 431 

* 93 * 14 3,150—51,160, 163,206, 212,214, 

213, 217, 218, 219, 205, 297—8, 301, 

302, 30J, 330, 37S, 404, 406, 413, 42s, 431 
114— *5,125,143, M9i *9 2 , 312, 3iS, 

3t9, ?3o, 301, ao2* 303, 313* 330, 349* 

363, 3<54, 406, 45S, 431 
. 138, 140,143. 14Q 3 1S4< *59 i *& 4 s 201, 

,206,913,317,218, 3*9, 258, 30*} 302, 
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34* 


3S5 


_ , • 302 , 409 

u M 1 ransletfed to the control of the Commander-in-chief 409—10 

ti ,, Batteries and Regiments of the— 

No. 1 {Koh fit) Mountain Battery 14 1 , 253 , 357 , 292 , 293 , 31 ®, 

324* 325* c43t 3 Mt 345- 34t»7 35»—2| 35 b 355> 3<5 o- 363 , £&b 3 6 q, 

3757 3B0, 402,417, 422, 431 
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P*Q1 


Punjab Frontier Forte, Ratterfes anrf Regiments of th *—ctaifd. 

Na* 2 : Drrajat) Mountain Batter* 34’* * 55 . * 56 . * 57 , * 03 , 3 **V 
334 , 343 . 345 . 34 *, 353 , 355 . 33 *. 3'S, 362, 3^, 37 o t 

375 , 4 * 7 , 418 , 4 i 3 , 43 1 

A r tf* J (jPrvAdriPrtf} Jfownfai+f Battery . 7.55, 256. ?gr t 201, 293, 

306, 310, 33 i, 345. 3 F 5 , 375 , 4^ 4 T ?* 4 21 * 423, 431 
Ata 4 (Tftwarff) J/evnAit* * 35 *, 29 ', *QZ* * 93 . 3 & 6 , 3 * 7 , 

310, 3*2- 374 * 3 * 6 . 337 * 341 , 3 4? ? 349 , 358 , m* 36o, 

362, 363, # 7 , 375 , 3 ^ 5 , 3*6. AS?, 389, 390 , 394 . 4*6, 

4 T 9 , 4*3 1 431 

Fiirtfafc Gi*mMWf Battery . ■ * * * * 4 ' 7 , 43 E 

Cot fs of Gtfidr . 222, 235, 240, *50. 25*»* 53 , 254 , 265, 

272, 273. 374 * * 77 , *78, *gr, *92, m , 300, 302, 

306, 309, 3^9. 324, 3*6,337. 338 , 34 *>, 342, 347* 

H 9 , 35 ** 355 , 356 , 35 7 - 358 , 359 , 362, 368, 403, 

408, 409, 418, 423, 426, 431 

jj* Pk»/h 5 C^o/r> . • 24 U * 49 , ? 5 *. 256, 274 * * 77 , * 78 . 

282, m* 2Sf. *88, 2S >, 300.307,3*2,345,346. 
m 147, 349, 365, 36c, 369. 375. 403, 408, 4**, 4? 2, 43 1 

2rf<J /^/^A . - nu 35 -'. 357 * * 7 2 > 2 74 , 277 * * 7 ®. 

2»2 t 23 i f *85, 287, 29:, 292, 3«J } 322* 

3*4, 345* 349 , 36 U 365 , 366, 369, 408, 432 . 43 * 
tfi/ Punt I Cavalry . 241, * 57 , * 93 . 3®0, 3*8. 363,367, 363, 

J J 370* 375i 40*. 408. 4*2, 43'* 

4th Punjab Cav(U r y - * * 2 4 i, * 53 i ^ 55 * * 56 , 3oo» 375 , 4 o$ 

5/rt Punjab Cavalry . * 4 V> * 53 , * 7 ". * 74 # 3 77 . - 78 * -8?, 283, 

, 29** 300, 341 . 345 . 348, 549 . 3 So* 35 '. 

353 - 355 , 357 , 358 , 381, 40S, 416. 4 * 7 , 43 * 
/r# Sikh Infantry . ** 3 , 3 * 5 , * 35 , 2 5 *. * 53 . * 54 , 2 55 * * 57 , 

.>84. 303, 3*3* 3*4, 3*5* 338, 34T, 375, 376- 402, 


Jrtri 5iM/ry9i?rfry . 
jrt7 ,57 A A Infantry * 

ut Punjab Infantry 

jnd Punjab Infantry 

3 rd Punjab Infantry 


409. 422, 43 j 

233 , 2*5, 235, *9* 1 *9^. 3°2* 3<-’9 345, 

349* 365, $66, 37 ! * 373. 375. 395- 4 02, 409. 43* 
213 , 346, 253, *57, 289. * 98 , 302, 3 10 * 3*9 
344, 3*5, 349, 352, 353, 355, 362,371, 375, 

594, 409, 416, 417,4 *1 * 4**, 43* 
233 , 345 , *46, * 47 , * 65 , ^ l * V*- T $ 2 ' 

293 , 302, 312* 322, 3 * 4 , 375< 409 . 418. 4’°, 

4 * 3 , 4^6, 43 i 

„ 241, 249, 250, 251, 25*1 * 53 , *S 5 , 

*5ti* 257, 372, m* *77, *8j, 3Q3, ^93, 303. 

3 6, 308, 3^9, 3lt, 320,322,343,347, 375. 

404. 409. 4*6, 417, 4*0, 45* 
. 341, *S*i IS®* *57* *7*, *74 277, *7«, 

3S0, 283, 283, 2S6, 293, * 9 i, 302, 3 * 9 , 343 * 

375. 403, 409, 4 *7i 4^*. 43* 
. 341, *53* 755. 257, *9-, *93, *94* 

302, 306, 307, 31S, 375 * 403 
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P.itijab Frontier Farrs, Batteries an J Regiments of ih c—condd. 

<ftk Punjab Infantry , 341* 2 S 2 > 2 $7t *7*> *73, 2 74* *7 7* 

280, 280 —Sr, srSr, 282, 2&3 j 285, 291, 292, 293, 

302. 320 > 334i 3&o 36*, 375* 3B1, 39J, 4<H, 40<h 

A l 6 f 4^ 43 i 

5th Punjab Infantry . 241, 357* 286, *8g, 291, 302, 3o£, 324? 

325> m 34S1 348, :>SfJ r 35it 353, 35S, 35*. 359, 

362, 375. 404? 4*9. 416, 4 Z> 

6lh Punjab Infantry . 24i f 253, 255,257* 259, 291, 292, 293, 

302, 306* 307, 3*8, 324. 375. 394* 400, 4*7, 4»3, 43» 
Hth Hurt ha (Pi fir) Regiment . 293,302, 3^, 3*o> 310, 320, 

324. 343* 344, 343* 350, 353, 355, 357, 362* 371* 

375, 394, 403, 417, 4»B, 419* 420, 422,43« 
Pan jab, Infantry. . 271,299,301,302 

„ Irregttlar Foica .*,.** , 

tp War iti the, 1848-49 , 

„ IVoops from the, io 1857-58 , . * 271, 

M Pioneer 5,—see "3sod Bengal infantry*’ 

,* Sappers , 

Purnea, Nawab of . . * . , . . ^ , 

Puea . * 

Pyiimhvsitt 


259 

223— 

, 298—99 

257 
- rs* 16 
Ji3, 141 
3£i 


Quioah 

QoetU . 

yaintoo, Mr, ]ame* Wallace 


# r , 56 

.16S, 170, * 72* 176, 177* 345, 34*4 347, 3?o 

.,414,415,4*6 


R AOCLiFFE, James, Major 
lt James, Captain 
Jaipur * 

Raja Miaai , 

Rajabnoundry 
Rajaoli , 

Rajefahi'paltrt^ 

Kajgarh 

Rajput regime* , 

Rajputana 
Rajput / , 

Ralfe, Charles, C apt am 
Ramgin 
Ram Narayan 
Ram Singh, Buna Ha 
„ ft Sikh , 

H atngftrh . , 

* Battalion » 

,1 Cavalry , 


99 
104 
J 3 
34® 
n, 12 
107 

40 

41 

423 

88, too, 133* i$5 t 267 

* 5 * 54 

m 

. 6 a 

3* 13, Jo 

* S9 

* 225 

65* T20, *2j 

52, b 5 , 37, liS, 13b, i 39, 157, 158, 

, 246, 247 * -58, 300 
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“42nd Bengal Infantry 


Ramna^ar {Benares) 

« ’ (PapUb} 
tr (Saran) 

Rmipur* disturbances In . 

Kampur-Kasria * 

Ratupttra 

ti Local Battalions 
ft » Cavalry , 

Ramsay, R., Captain 

u Thomas Jvc nntdpj, Lieutenant 

Rama, disaster at * 

Ftengar Nagal 
Ran geet river 
Rangoon , ■ , 146**47, 

» River {Irrawaddy! 

Rangpuri 

Rangpur Light Infantry,— iride 
Rarvkais 

Ran jit Singh (of Bhurtpore) 
n a (of Lahore) 

Rarijnr Singh Majithia . 

it ,* Thapa 

Ranseet-H'pa Itan , 

Raptl river 
Rasul / . , 

Rattray, Charles, lieutenant 
j, Thomas, Captain 
Rattcay*ffSikhs ,^vidf 45th Bengal Infantry. 
Ravi, rivet- * 

Bkwril Pindi , 

Rsweon, John Simpson, Lieutenant . 
Rawstornc, E., Major-General 
Raylt-ki'paUatt . , * 

Raymond, Moos feu r 
Razmak . ... 

Keade, Henry Jonathan, Lieutenant 
Recruiting T . 54, S^“57» 68—69 

Recruiting Centre?, Establishment of 
Reed, Thomas, Brigadier, Major-General 
Regimental rentresi * 

Regulations, Code of . * 

Reid, Charles, Major 
ff S„ Lieutenant 

Reignoldi, Thomas Stott, Brigadier 

Remount Dep6t 
Remounts . 

Renaud, Sydenham G, C t> Major 
Rentiick* R. H, h\, Ida u ten ant'Colon el 
Rc nay, Thomas John O'Dwyer, Lieu ton aft 


H 9 t 


150, 242, 243 - - 44 * 345 


adT, 


paps 
, 48 

337—aft, 330 

135 

64 

, m 

SO, QC too 
138, * 39 > Jhi 
139 

65 
u>5 
148 

m 

2<JS 

346 , 3 $S 

243 
37 .- 149 


350—51, 35s, m 

96, 07, m 
■ 103, io 6 t 135, 3o5 
* 214* 215 
ng* 122 

32 

288, 5$g 
j 34 i 337 
1 So 
26a, 27O 


376, 


404* 4o5- 


240, 271, 338 


230 


271 

423* 4 V 
2ig 
66 

93 
70 

376 , 

*37 

io, 41 i t 427—28 

427—3S 

209, 27 j 
410—n 
34 

273 , 2/4 
lot 
345 

360 
—40, 260 

26s* 260 
4*5 

361 


264 


4, *39 
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K^organisation of the Bengal Army 3* 44—5, 66 -0, 130—40, 14*—43, 399 —$04 


[Tolon 


Reserve, Army of 

M Division, <S4*S“49 

,, Infantry , 

*, of lioracs , » , 

Rdhun , 

Retroat ol Monsoft'fi force 

,, * f FJ pb 1 nK ton e*« bj 3 •: a dc 

Kcwah (Uagbelfeh/md ) 

Re wan . , * * * 

ReynciJ, Ibcroas, Major’Generat 
Rhodam&u - * * , 

Rhota* height* 

Rhotasgath * 

Richard?, Alfred, T »Oi,i tfcfla nt-Cb] on el 

„ William, Major, Colonel, Brigadier 
Richa-clson. Joseph* Lieutenant 

,, Wil\la nt*. Li eu te n an t**C o lone 

Richmond, George Mitchell s Lieutenant 
R Uffcetbs, George, Mr, 

Ridge* E. V, Major * * * 

Rideoutt Henry Fortefrcue, Lieutenant 
Kidgawayj, R* K,, Lieutenant » 

Rifle companies . 

Rtkabasbi Fort (Kabul) . , , 

Risaldar-Major, rank introduced 
Rabat .... 

Robarh’s Hnr*e {17th Bengal Cavalry) 
Roberts, Abraham, FJeutenanNTDlanel! 
f , H. T.+ Lieutenant* Captain 

,, George* Colonel 

„ Sir F. S V1 Lord, General 543 

J5*h 357 ' 351 ? 

Robertson, D* H,, Major , „ 

». G* S*, Surgeon-Major 

.» lohr. Captain 

„ Robert Stanwix, Lieutenant , 

Robm-sor, Francis Wrigbtsen, Ensign 


44 , 


Rohilkh.inrf 

„ Campaigns in 

i, Horse , 

Rohslla, Cavalry * , 

„ Wars 
1 ?o hi lias , „ 

Rofirt 
Rohtak * 

Rowland, George, Lieutenant 

Rong-Kong fAhor Hills) * 

Raorkefc 


, 26 


*4> 


- * I(J 2 

. « 229 

. 410—n 

333 
424 

, 1 90—rj2 

, 133—83 

. ^ Hi 

. * 27b 

* * *54 

* 235 

* . 33 S 

* 26 

- MS> 149 
I !Of 130 , 13 ^, 1SI 

6 $ 

* 3 <> 3 t 3*6 

* . 307 

* ■ z$S 

* , 13 fK J37 

. * 514 

, . 326 

. * Sol, 304 

tSi 
333 

m 

„ 298* 300 

* * rG£ 

- 114* *3' 

70 

5 , 34 &. 349 , 350 , 35 G 555 - 
63 . ^ 7 t 370* 3?2, 374, 3 % 39 r, 410 
3S2 

- 4 ^p 434 

‘ 104 

* 3 

■ * 234 

s - 38 > 54 * gy* 13(1* 272p 285,2$S 

38—39, 64—65, 271—72, 285—56 

* 298* 300 

* 7 * lay* 131 , 153 , ' 35 , 136 * 138, 139 

* - * 38—9, £4 -3 

5*29* 3 «>, 37 , 38 , 39. $3* 04 
- - . . * iftfi 

* ■ • - * i 53 

* - ■ * 104 

* * 

* * w • W 205 
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‘General 


Ro$e> Alexander* Ensign * 
tt Henry Metcalfe, Cap lain 
j t Hugh, Captain 
„ Sir.Hugh Henry, Major-Gen 
1f John, Lieutenant * * 

oss. A- G.i Colonel 
,» Campbell C. G*, Captain, Major, Brigadier 
j) Charles, Ensign * , 

„ Claye Ross* Captain 

h John, Brig ad ter Aj eneial, Majo 
M R k , Lieutenant * 

William Hercules, Captain 
i?Ua (Egypt) 

»uthney, Octavius Edward, LicutcnaatColonei 
Rovvcroft, Frauds, Brigadier 
Royle, H, W.j Captain 
Rubin Khel Urat^ais 


Ruby Minca 

Ruiya fort* repulse at. 

Rtwsell, Geurge, Major . 

Russell Brigade, the , , * , 

Ruxton, Arthur Up ton Fox, Lieu tenant, Captain 
Ryvee, W. H., Lieutenant » , 


“General 


3*3* z&> t, 


pA^a 

» tSo 

- 190 

4*3 
. J$8, 2 Sj 

94 

. 402 

2 $ 4 f 3 t5 9, 324, 32$ 

, - 59 

424 

: f ) 7 > 3 § 8 , 37 C 373 , 374 
rzb 
«34 
73 
3*9 

284, 2&s, 2S9 

53, W, 103 

456 

39 ^, 392 i 397 * 399 , 4 < *> 
2S5 


m 

394, 3*& 
301 


Sabathu 

Sflchima 

Sadin 

Sadleir, T, R. t Lieutenan 
Sada apnr 

Saduratn * 

Safed Koh 
Safed bang * 

Safia 

1 Sagadaung 
S&gain * 

' Sage, C A. R., Captain 
Saharan (Punjab) . 
Saharaopur, 

! Sdtibfin * 

Sd 

Sai River * 

Sqiadabad ■ 

Sai ad Bud . * 

Saif'-u-din 
Snighart 
Saighan-ghafc . 

St r George, battle of 


, * 135, 7 o 6 

* -W, 2*8 
. 354* *S$ 

20s 

m 22% n? 

* * 333 

*77 

» , 343 

369 
390 
$6 

39* 

. 1 227' 

QZt tox* tsz, 333 

* * 3^4 

- - 42S 

28S 
.307*^3 

* * 347 

* * 34*5 

* . * 75 , 179 

*79 

, . 30* 63 

a o 
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St John, Hon’ble Frederick# Major-General 
St. Leger, William, Colonel, Major*Genfi«'aI 
St Paul, C. H., Major * 

Salem* pas* *.*.*«, 

Salahieh (Egypt) 

Sate, Sir Robert Henry, Colonel, Brigadier, Major-General 


Saltka .... * 

Salta .***-. 

Salkeld, Philip, Lieutenant 

Salter, George, Captain a 

„ Henry I’ishei, Lieutenant-Cnlooei, firfeadfer 
Salusbury, Edward William, Ensign 
SSalween fiv*r . 

Sttmann Rang* 

Samanpur (Outfh) 

$iimanpiir 
S^mhalbat # 

Sambas (Borneo) 

S&mbulpoce * 

SaraU 

Samru, Begum « 

San, i Kachittfl 
San deman. Sir Robert G 
Sanders, Edward, Captain, Lieutenant-Colon H 
S&oderson, Algernon Robert, Ensign 
Sanrii'a . » 

Sanford, Charles Ayshford, Major 
San^ar . 

SftnRarh pass . 

Sanghao 

Sang-i-NnWifiSita pass 
Sangu Khcl Shinwaris 
Santhal District 
„ insurrection 
Sanyasif, ope rations against 
Sao-vair * „ , „ 

Sapar pass * , t 

Sappers or Pioneerg 
„ and Miners 



75. 179- 


7- t6q, s 

o, rS3, t8 


2. I25j 223 

33 $> 538 


PAGE 

V5. 77 
76 , toS 
399 
49 
3?a 

1 36, zo3 
3»(i 

m 

203 

7*6 

tSo 

243 
*S6t 417 
10s 

I22 f T23 

39<5 

1 XT 

87 

- 7 * 

123 

393 

381 

1671 i$o 
310 
288 
=S 3 
25** 
257 
4^9 
35o 
i ?7 
258, 2do 
25S 
36 
413 
344 
227 * 23S 


Madras 

Sibandi 


U4 »ir&ufti H 
1141 w* 50 » t« 7 , 172,173, tSi, j86 , 190, 
rQS, 206, 2n, 21S, 22h 216* 227, 

* 5< * »* "52* 254. 255, 256, 257, 373,2& ?Vi 
-93, 3^5, 313, 315, 3 j 7, 319, 321 1 524, 32^ 

Hi* S J T ' 33 ft 340 , $ 42 , 343 ? 34 & 34S. 340 , 

3jS, 3fio, 362, 364, 365, 36ft 367, 375 , 3S0, 38 r, 

3 ^^ 385, 38fj 387. 388. 389* 390, 334, 395, 

40 T 

4 16* 417 * 418.419, 471 , 422, 423, 424, 431 

.*96, 336 

*.* 313 
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^pn 

Saraa 

Sarawak, Rajah Brooke of 
Sards river , * 

Sarga&ha pass 
Satkh&ivai pats , 

Sirratd Sing, of Eutaun 
Sam Baikal District 
S-irtiong 
Sartpf pass 
Sarwaiu 
Sassram 
Susm, siege of 
Sassia * , 

Satan wari 
Sathppra hills, 

Sati-choura Ghat 
Sau gor * 

Saurio, William, Captain 
Savam! rug 
Savunga i 

Sawlori ♦ * 

Say y id Husain 

Scatcherd, Carroll Hesacy* Ensign 
Schuler, F*, Brigadier 
Scinde (Sindh) 

Scotland, jp.mes, Captain 
Scott, Archibald, Lieutenant 
„ Duvid, Captain - 

,, W., Captain # * 

Seaton. Thomas, UeutenanSColonel 
See tabu Idee (Sitabaldi) 

Seblcha^anj , 

Sekhar Khatri 
Select picket , 

Sell&m * * i 

Senapati, The (Coiarn&nderdn-Chief 
Seoni - * * 

Sephtma 

Scooy battalions, raised 


5 , 8,9, io> 13 


of the Manipur 


t P5, 267 * 


3i 


Army 


I3t» 


4M. 


, 17t *S # JO, 23—2£j 30, 34, 40 
44—5, 5a, 6S, 66. 71, 73, ?$, 
n4 _!5^ 140, 160,222* of the Punjab, 
at h =50. 

Sepoy.% conduct Of, at Feroreshahr and Sobraon 
SeraikeU * * ,***••* » 

Serirtgapatam . 57 * 58* 5 % 62 

Service, General, enlistments for ****** 
Seymour, SR Michael. Admiral 
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Sbabiradar * 

Shadiwal. 

Shuhabad * 

Shah A lam 
Shah Alam Rag*a 
Shah Jahfin, of Zhob 
Shah Jab an Sani 
Shah M&ngur Khel (otherwise Slmh 
Shah N&Jaf* Lucknow 
Shah Sbuja-ul-Mulk 
Shah ShujVs Contingent 


Mooseh Khal) 


1 6jt 168 


Shah Zaman * , 

Shahganj * * 

n (Oqdh) , 

Shabjahanpur » 

„ Levy (40th Bengal Infantry 

Shahjui * » * 

Shah pur, prince 
SUahpuri. * . 

Shatiti rzam * * 

Shahrada Ali Gohar 
Shaistah K ban * 

Shakespcar, Captain 
Shaktu valley » 

Shuler * 1 t 

Shamli , 

Sha mshabad * • 

Shamsher Bahadur * 

Shan States . * 

Shandur Pans , 

Shanghai 

Shapland, J., Colo iel 

Sharks so 

Shaw, Francti, CapUin 
bhckhabnd * * 

Shekh Haidar pass * 

Shekh Jana • <■ 

Shekhawa.tr expedition 

„ Brigade *nd Battalion,—rid# 13th Begml Infantry 
SHek-Uio * f 

Shelton, John,Colonel, Brigadier 
Shendnfi * 

Sheoraj 

Shepherd, Alexander Mactaughey, Lieutenant 
Sher Alt Khan, Amir of Kabul 
„ „ m of Kandahar 

Sherdaru , . , 

Shergarh . 


tt, 14* IS 


167 

i6g 


16, 17, 24> *%m 


25o, 


iC 3 , 169,170, %7U T 73 

r;i, 172, 173, i? 5 j t? 7 • 17 ® 
1 So, 1 Sr, 183, 3 36 , iS?, 188 
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? 55 > 3H,3i3 
237 
284 
ii S3i m 
37s 
3S1 
14 

754* 256 
270 , S3* 
i77* 191 


173 

179 

1S9 


54 

m 


20 


W> 


193* ten 
Ijq, ?i 

*67 

2S6 
266, 286 
302, 303 
361 

tgi 

145 

=93 
a. 13, M 
2 

4*3 

376 

367 

94* 95* 

281 
55 
390 
425 
297, 29S 

307 

in 

36S 

216 

291 

*59 


*9$ 
iSa, 183 
400, 401 
118 
=34 
336, 347 

370 

308 

131 
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Sher Afcfah of Chitral .*.««•*** 42 jt 4 a 4.i 4*5# 4^6 


Shei Kn ^na ,,..*.*****' -43 

Slier Muhammad! of Mirpur * * - * * ■ - ■ « J 9f 

Slier bingh * 3<JI 

Slier Singh* Raja It . . * . . 223, 224, 225, W, 2>% 230, 23 t, 237, 240 

S her pm- .. 354. 357* 33$. 359 

Shikarpur * 4 , * ****** * * tGB, 37^ 

„ (Gwahof) * .* ™ 

Shikohabad • $ 3 

Shingi-kot ************ $93 

Shingti , 3 OS 

Siiinwarjs..177. 34**364*360 

Shitanie, expiation against *♦.****- *553,25!! 

Shiupiir Ghat *. ****** -$4 

Shi van a girt »,,******»•< 60 

Sholingarh, Battle of #»****»*•* 46 

Shorawuk , f ,*,**.*.,. 347 

Shore, Hon’b'lc Frederick John ******** 153 

Sborediche, Richard, Midshipman (wounded at P las soy) , * * * 8 

Showers, Charles Lionel, Captain .**•*■** 121 

„ St; George Daniel, Brigadier ******* 27? 

Shull ur valley ....■»■**-■■ 3/4 

ShujVud-Daulah, Nawab Warir of Qudh * .21,24, 25, 26, 27, 73, zg> 30 

Shuld ham, Arthur tnnis. Captain ***** * - * 305 

ff Thomas, Brigadier-General ******* * 40= 

ShuUrg&rdan pass ,*■♦**** 544* 343,340,351 
Sh'Jttleworth, Fletcher, Captain ..**,***< 219 

Shwebo .. * ******** * SO®. 394, 40a 

ShwfrDagort pagoda ********* 147, 244# $45 
Shwe-gyeen *,**«»***'** 246 

Stab Sang * * * ■ * * * * * 351. 355# 355.356# 357 

Sialkot 4* 8 

Slrdkot, mutiny at ********* 270— 7 1 

Sibandi corps ** ********* 

„ Sappers * & }2 

Slbi , t , t i . » * * * * * * 1 77 

Sibley, Henry, Captain ********** 12 * 

Sidhitua Ghat * .^ 

..* *«* 

Siege of GTJrntta, 3—4; Of Patna, Seringapatam, 5S—6oj Delhi, 93 ; 

Bhartour, 97—98, 153—S6; Jalalabad, iS $—B$; Multan, 224—25. 
a35—3?; Lucknow, 26cj—;o ; Delhi, 264—65# 272—73 J Lucknow 178—80, 281—S3 
Sihaeng , * * * * - * * * • * * HpJ. 39 ^ 

Sikandarabad ,*.*«*♦■**** *7$ 

Sikandarabagh, Lucknov; ********* 279, 2S2 

Sikaridra * - » * * * * ’ ■ * * 80,81*93 

Sikhs, wo, 103; 105* W* *ust war with, *05-7-22; Second 

war with * .* 226-41 


* 
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Sikb infant ry * . * 

„ Irregular Cavalry, 272; ist, vide w nth Bengal Lancers” 
** uth Bengal Cavalry ” j 4th, vid§ “ 13th Bengal J 
„ Volunteer? 

First eunfUet with the 
Sikkim expeditions 
Sikrota * 

Silchar * 

SiHadar horse * 

Simla * 

Simpson, Walter Henry, Lieutenant 
Sitflri . » * 

Sin basing we . - 

Sinclair, James, Major 

Sindh . 168,174,176,193 

rt ba tta 

n Field FbrcOt J s '46 
„ Mutinies 
„ River 

. War . . 

Horse 
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Glossary of Vernacular Terms. 


Alkkalak t a long frock reaching to the i 
knees* 

Angarkka, a Urge loose coat or tunic* 

Asaftu office, place, appointment; 
(applied particularly to in appe nt- 
ment in an irregular cavalry regi¬ 
ment}* 

Sargis a rreguUr cavalry soldier 
whose ftorse and outfit is provided 
at the expense of Another. 

Bkhft } a water-carrier. 

Smxarim I, a d&iS of Indian soldiers. 

De/adar, % sergeant (irregular ca¬ 
valry). 

coarse cotton doth* 

Daab, a tract of lard between try 
rivers 

Durbar (properly durbar), a hall oi 
audience J so, holding of on Audi* 
cnce, a Irvde, 

Gkesi, one who fights against infidel*; 
50 a Muhammadan fanatic warrior, 

Cciandas, native artillerymen. 

Hcvildar, 4 sergeant (regular cavalry 
or infantry). 

Jagkifda* -thf holder of a J*£&r or 

fief. 

Jerri, a 1‘athafl mntchlor;:. 

Jneichis, a corps of Pa than* armed 
vv ith jaaHi* 

Jemadar* a native rank correspond3ng 
to a sabilhEftt. 

. J| Jhi! t a marsh- 

Jihad, a religiour war of Muhamma- 
j* dans against in 'dels. 

Kumarband, a aUkdoth or sash. 


Khttdaspa, ati irregular cavalry soldier 
,vho provides hss own horse and 
outfit 

KUa (or Kali), a fort. 

A tladar, (properly kal'adar), the 
coin mandant of a fo rt 
AVr, a measure of distance equal to 
about two mile's* 

AWijJp a saddle-buck, or ridge, 
Kei-dqfadar, a troop sergeant-major 
(Irreridar cavalry). 

Malik, a chief or headman of a section 
of a Put ban tribe, 

Bfasnad, throne, 

MalH, earth; Moattani mafti flit,, 
Median earth), the on me of a dye* 
M& u!ti\ a ! earned man. 

Multa, 6 Mul aminadau priest, 

Kaddi, a stream or river, 

X agar chi T a .kettle-drummer, 
Naib-fiisaldtir, a brevet-risalcar. 

A41*, a corporal. 

Xajib, a class o£ In dim- soldiers* 

Nttla, a small ravine or watcr^rmirse* 
Nitkanbardar t % standard-benrer. 
Fagri, a turban. 

Pttkkal, a pair of large leathern hags 
for holding WaW, usually. earned 
on bn llocks, 

Falkali, the person (usually a bhisti) 
who has charge of a -fttkkaL 
Fargavnah, a sub-division of a 
district, 

Frssalah (rirai*), a body of Irregular 
horse, a troop, a regiment. 
Fetsnidar a junior ressaldar. 










f ( *r (risiifdar), or 3 finally the 
zander oC s. res r?a tali j bid eiqui- 
it to a ca ptain, the commander 
troop. 

Si syce), a groom* 

S/ 'i f a farrier, 

St % a. breastwork constructed of 

si ss. 

SurJfl/, a chief or head mats. 

Sxiyytdf a descendant of Husain, the 
grandson^f the Frophttt* 

Stlad<*r y on*? who bears arms (parti¬ 
cularly an irregular cavalryman), 
Sith*uda t the descendant of a king, 

Shi a, i. follower of All, the 'non-in-law 
Of the Prophet, 

Si bail irregular soldiers employed 

in collecting revenue, or in police 
dut r *s, 

Sm.i* a trooper in the native cavalry, 
Scwarif riding; also] equipage, suit, 
.following, 


Sl 


Sub&dar, the governor of a provi! 
so. an officer j a rank in infantry and 
in regular cavalry equivalent to a 
captain. 

Tahsitdar v a revenue collector. 

Telittg, j # a native of Telingana, rim 

* ancient oarue of one of the prjn 
cl pal kingdoms of Soot hem f ndi 
In former times the armies or tl 
independent States- of Southern 
India were extensively recruited 
from Tefingana, and hence the term 
Teliuga came to bn used as a syno¬ 
nym for a “ soldter, 11 

Vaki^ an agent, ambassador or r«pr*> 
se ninth e. 

Wm* Gr un t a Burmese headman. 

iVurdi SSttjOT) a native adjutant of 
ir regular cavalry. 

YemHi a range of mountains (flue 
mese)* 

Zrmfndat) a small landnowner. 
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